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WELCOME TO WEEK FOUR OF THE STORIES JESUS TOLD SERIES!

As you get ready to dig into the parable of The Persistent Widow, take a

moment to refresh yourself on (or even bookmark) the COMA and
to help you navigate your group time together.

p AS A GROUP, READ LUKE 18:1-8

One person could read the whole passage, or you could take turns reading verse by verse. Note any initial thoughts
or questions that come to mind. It's okay if you aren’t super confident or clear; the Context and Message sections
below will help clarity your journey through the text.

011941

After noting your initial observations, read through the context of the passage provided below. Note how these
insights challenge or clarity your understanding of the story.

In Old Testament culture, judges had highly powertul positions because they were the ultimate
administrator of God's justice; they served as both judge and jury. According to the Law, judges were to
fear God (2 Chronicles 19:7) and theretore defend the oppressed. There were severe penalties tor unjust
judges who neither administered justice nor defended the oppressed.

The widow serves as the ultimate example of an oppressed person because she had no means of support.
God especially cared for widows and orphans saying, "Do not take advantage of the widow or the
fatherless. It you do and they cry out to me, | will certainly hear their cry" (Exodus 22:23).

In Jesus’ story, because of the judge’s position of power and lack of tear tor God or care tor others, this
story would have traditionally ended badly tor the widow. She wouldn't receive the care and justice she
needs. But, even the corrupt judge responds because of the widow's persistence. By this, Jesus shows that
God (who is just) will certainly respond to those who persistently call out in need.


https://www.dropbox.com/s/zrgmvxbtpe94zhs/COMA%20Study%20Overview.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/4utgg9mfnqwycst/COMA%20Study%20Worksheet.pdf?dl=0

OBSERVATION

MEANING

DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS TOGETHER AS A GROUP
TO HELP DRAW OUT THE MEANING OF THE AUTHOR"S TEXT.

7. What was this story meant to teach the disciples about prayer?

2. What stands out about the widow's requests?

3. Share a time you had a request granted because you persisted despite initial rejection.
Why do you think it was granted?

ﬂm UTILIZE THE MEANING QUESTIONS ON THE COMA OVERVIEW SHEET
FOR ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION, IF DESIRED.



https://www.dropbox.com/s/zrgmvxbtpe94zhs/COMA%20Study%20Overview.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/zrgmvxbtpe94zhs/COMA%20Study%20Overview.pdf?dl=0

APPLICATION

Luke 18:7 affirms God not only hears but responds to persistent prayers. He will bring justice, but we can often
get caught wishing he would bring that justice on our own terms. Instead of worrying, working, or manipulating
circumstances to bring about the justice we seek, we can surrender our struggles and pray (persistently), trusting
God will make all injustices right in his time and on his term:s.

7. Would you describe your prayer lite as persistent or faith-filled2 Why or why not?

2. Think through the typical calendar of your week and identity some persistent times and days you could
build prayer into your schedule. Share them with your group.

3. Are there any common opportunities for prayer with people in your group? Make a simple plan to
support and challenge each other to pray persistently this week.

PRAYER CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING PRAYER PROMPTS
TO GUIDE YOUR TIME WITH GOD AND YOUR GROUP:

Thank God for the access we have to him in prayer.

Ask God to grow a heart and desire for prayer this week.
Ask him for specific prompts during the week to stop and remind you to pray and spend time with him.
Thank him for how he answers us, even if the answers aren’t always what we hope or expect.

Ask him for help in relinquishing control of our hurts and injustices so we can continue to surrender
every aspect of our lives to him.

Fach week, we're providing The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament
additional resources to help you by Craig S Keener
tinve fo | how t d, .
KEEP con_mue o S e _reg The |VP Bible Background Commentary: Old Testament
navigate, and study Scripture by John H Walton, Victor H Matthews, & Mark W Chavalas

beyond the stories Jesus told.
Background commentaries such as these are designed to provide

background information to understand the biblical author’s original
concerns and purposes. Provided in verse-by-verse format, these
engage in Scripture more clearly commentaries include a glossary of cultural terms and historical

and consistently. figures, maps, charts, bibliographies, and introductory essays about
cultural information for each book of the Bible.

We hope these additional “tools

in your toolbelt” will help you


https://www.amazon.com/IVP-Bible-Background-Commentary-Testament/dp/0830824782/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1IFAH9HK4AXSR&keywords=IVP+Bible+Background+Commentary+Set&qid=1674579800&sprefix=ivp+bible+background+commentary+set%2Caps%2C175&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/IVP-Bible-Background-Commentary-Testament/dp/0830814191/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1IFAH9HK4AXSR&keywords=IVP+Bible+Background+Commentary+Set&qid=1674579825&sprefix=ivp+bible+background+commentary+set%2Caps%2C175&sr=8-2
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