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SCRIPTURE READING

JOHN 8:1 - 11
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What do you do when

what you thought was

true isn't true for the

reasons you thought

It was true?

(But also may not

be talse)
R




Something you
think is true
conflicts strongly
with something
else you now
believe is true
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Or, the way you first understood
something won't tit the growing
complexity of life

S




Response:

Typically:
We chose what is simple, justifies us, and
seems plausible because it is honored.




Example: A loving spouse or friend is always %A

on your side. You're not on my side.
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Flip

Love is to act for the true good of another. If

You're not a you have to be against my will to be for my

loving friend good, then love is to stand agaisnt me, at least

or spouse. in the moment. To affirm me mlght.make
you the true enemy of my everlasting self.
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God protects us, but I've suffered a %4

lot in ways that haven't 'worked out'.
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God doesn't care God may be working more angles in the

about my suffering, world and in me than | have imagined. My

godliness, through pain, must be a huge

and .50 .a loving priority to him. Identification with Christ an B
God isn't there. resurrection power comes through sufferi
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1 . Since the Bible is God's word, it's text mus%
EXﬂmP €: be reliable. But the Bible has a transmission

history with errors and disagreements.
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Flip

"Manuscript mistakes" brings the

whole Bible into question. God's

% word wouldn't be like that.
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The Bible's transmission

history is inspiring,

not embarrassing.

3 reasons...
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POINT 1

Jesus' message

isn't dependent

on a single witness

Or a single passage.
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Test #1:

If you had to establish the mercy
of Jesus without John 8:1 — 11,
would it be hard?




How many mistakes would you make
in copying a 400 page book on
papyrus or velum?




Many variants because
of many manuscripts

Manuscript Evidence for Ancient Writings

Author Written Earliest Copy Time Span
Caesar 10044 B.C. 900 AD. 1,000 yrs
Plato 427-347B.C. 900AD. 1,200 yrs
Thucydides 460400 B.C. 900 AD. 1,300 yrs o
Tacitus 100 AD. 1100 AD. 1,000 yrs 20
Suetonius 75-160 AD. 950 AD. 600 yrs 0
Homer (lliad) 900 B.C. 400 B.C. 500 yrs 643

New Testament  40-100 AD. 125 AD. 25-50 yrs 24,000
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Many variants because
of many manuscripts

These are e
single books

aesar
lato

hucydides
This is a library acitus
uetonius
ot separate omer (lliad

withesses ew Testamen




The big variants point to
how few there really are.

How many John 8:1 — 11
type passages are there?

Less than 5...about 2
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POINT 2

The Bible's

transmission history

is open and honest

We have the data and everyone can see it.
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Where are the oldest ones?

(Corruption?)

Destruction Through Torture

. w __
/

Edict of
Toleration
310AD

iIme and
eather




| original
Alexandrian A-text Byzantine / Caesarian

Editing Lectionary Editing Stream

150 AD. Stream o B-texts

pericopizing begins
250 A.D. Pes, Old @

P75 Latin @

Old
350A.D. Syriac B N

Peshitta Vulgate

450 A.D. @
Western
1000 A.D. Latin
Re storatlon

300 mss 70 mss 200 MsS
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Result:

There are no Autographs to worship or
venerate

There are mistakes in every copy (obviously)
We have an embarassment of riches in
manuscripts

Together, the text can be completely
reconstructed

The text of Scripture is entirely trustworthy
The transmission too is both divine and human
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POINT 3

Its history is

inspiring

Only together with us are they made perfect

_ﬁ% Hebrews 11:40

\




The Cost of Faith, and
alue of the Scriptures
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