WORSHIP SERVICE

Stewarding Our Words
James 3:1-12
Pastor Jerry Johnson

WELCOME

To E-FREE Bemidiji - May 21, 2023

New here? Regular attender? Stay connected via text message by texting
'the word EFREE to 94000. Or, check out our website at
www.efcbemidji.org

Both of our regular Sunday services are livestreamed at our normal times.
Join us online at 8:30 am for a more traditional service or at 10:45 am for a
more contemporary service.

ForYour Information

Choir Finale Concert today!
Join us today at 3pm for our Spring
Choir Finale Concert.

in, Up, and Low

This summer please consider
“scooting in, scooting up, and
parking low.” Lots of visitors come
to our church throughout the
summer and a number of us
regular attenders are running late
from time to time. By “scooting in
and scooting up” in the Sanctuary it
makes it easier for newcomers and
latecomers to find a seat. “Parking
low” (in the lower lot) serves others
by freeing up space in our upper
lot. Thanks for considering yet
another way to look to the interests
of others (Philippians 2:1-4).

Now Hiring - Facility Supervisor

If you or someone you know would be
interested in joining our staff ministry
team at E-Free Bemidji, please visit
https://efcbemidji.org/jobs/ or stop by
the main church office and pick up a
copy of the job description for our
Facility Supervisor ministry position.
Please direct any questions to
PastorJerry@efcbemidji.org.

May 28th is the last Sunday to apply.

Kids Sunday School :

Our prayer series for Kids Sunday
School ends today. The students
learned that they can talk to God
anytime! Their memory verse is:
Phillippians 4:6 "No matter what, tell
God about everything". We also

Ron Bodenheimer's party

We are so very thankful for Ron’s
faithful ministry as our church’s
Facility Supervisor over these past
6 years. Everyone is invited to join
us today for cake in the Connection

Café at 9:45 to celebrate. practiced how to PRAY - P for Praise,
R for Repent, A for Ask, and Y for
Graduation Yes/Yield. It was a great time spending

time in prayer with one another and
learning about how Jesus taught us to

pray.

If you or someone in your family is
graduating from High School or
college please let Jessica in the
church office know the details.

SUNDAY MORNING ACTIVITIES

We're glad to have you in person or online!

Try out our secure giving kiosk here at the

church or visit our website for a list of giving

options including: giving over the phone,
mobile-app, text-to-give, mailing in checks,
giving online, setting up automatic giving at

www.efcbemidji.org/give, or donating stock.

Take some time to connect with others at
our connection time between Sunday
services, and consider reaching out to
anyone from our church family who you
haven’t seen for awhile.

Kids Sunday School

Kids Sunday School, K - 5th grade from
9:45am-10:35am. Please check in your
child(ren) and drop off at the Assembly
Room in the lower level. Any children
younger than Kindergarten can be in the
nursery during the Sunday school time.

E-Free Softball Team T-shirts

Support the E-Free Softball team by
showing their colors & logo!

T-shirts with our logo will be available. If
interested, please let Jessica in the
office know! There is an order form on
her desk.

Thank youl!
Dear Church Family,

This is Ron Bodenheimer sending a
note of appreciation and thanks for
supporting me these past 6 years, with
your positive and genuine words of
encouragement. It has been my
pleasure serving the Lord, and you, in
making this facility the best it can be. It
has from day one, been my goal to
create an environment that is fresh and
enticing and gives respect to all who
enter this building. | appreciate all the
kind words and support that make this
job a blessing each and every day. May
God bless all of you!

You can request to have sermon
transcripts mailed or emailed to you
weekly by contacting the office. Our
sermons are also available to read or
watch online at: www.efcbemidii.org/
sermons.

Tune in on Sunday mornings during
our regular service times to watch our
livestream services! Find out more at
www.efcbemidji.org/live.

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 21 - 8am Prayer
9am Financial Peace Univ
9:45 K-Adult Sunday School
9:45 Cake for Ron
3pm Choir Finale Concert

May 23 - 6pm Choir/Handbell potluck

May 24 - 7:30am Men’s Bible Study
9am Women'’s Bible Study

May 25 - 6:30pm Worship Team
6:30 Softball Game
Field 2 | 8:30pm & 9:30pm

May 26 - 7am Men’s Discipleship
2pm Mom'’s in Prayer

May 28 - 9:30am Combined Summer
Service
10:45 Cake & Fellowship

SERMON SNEAK PEEK

May 28: Living the Christian Life
James 3:13-18

June 4: God and Sinners Reconciled
Romans 5:1-11 (Communion)

5/07/2023 Sunday Attendance

305 onsite attendees

Plus 25 screens in 6 States: IA, ID, IL,
MN, NY, OR




Why are we joining together for one worship service this summer?

As a church, we're committed to .
The Elders, Worship Committee, and Staff have put together a plan for the summer to help us
focus on that word "together.” Our desire is to foster greater unity as church by gathering
together as one church family for worship, sharing and learning one another's music, and
enjoying fellowship with one another.

Will there be drums, organ, guitars, modern songs, or hymns?

We all have our preferences when it comes to worship styles. As we come together as one
church this summer some of those preferences may be stretched. But by sharing our music
with one another, we'll also have opportunities to learn new ways to glorify God in ways that
encourage and bless the person sitting next to us (see Philippians 2:1-4). Musicians from both
our Traditional and Contemporary services will be collaborating together to select songs that
invite all of us to lift up the name of Jesus together.

Will there be Sunday School for all ages and nursery available?

Our plan is to provide opportunities throughout the summer for intergenerational fellowship
and discipleship at 11:00 am following the 9:30 am Summer Worship Service. We are
currently planning out opportunities to connect with one another, pray together, grow
together, hear from our Global Partners, and of course, enjoy lots of goodies and treats.
Nursery for children from birth to age 3 will be available both at 9:30 and 11:00 am. Kids (age
4 through 5th Grade) will be able to participate in Kids Church during the 9:30 service, and
will have the option to come to Kids Sunday School at 11:00 am.

How long will this Summer Worship Service schedule last?

We'll start gathering together for one 9:30 Summer Worship Service Memorial Day weekend,
Sunday, May 28th. The summer schedule will continue through Labor Day weekend,
Sunday, September 3rd. We will return to two services, our 8:30 am Traditional Worship
Service and 10:45 am Contemporary Worship Service on Kickoff Sunday, September 10th.

| have other questions or concerns about the summer schedule.
Who should | talk to?

Please reach out to any one of our ELders, Pastors, or members of our Worship Committee.
Names and contact information can be requested from the church office.



SUMMER
BEMIDJI E-FREE KIDS CLUB
ALL AGES WELCOME

Wednesday, June 7th - 6:00pm-8:00pm
Family Fun Park Night
Diamond Point Park
9:30 am Summer Worship Service

Child Check-in available for Nursery (0-3 yrs.)
& Kids Church” (Age 4 - 5th Grade)

Friday, June 9th - 6pm - 8pm
Movie Night at the EFree gym
showing "Family Camp" by the Skit guys
concessions available
All donations will help buy hot dogs
for Family Fun Park Nights
Parents, please stay for the movie.

Pick up from Kids Church* by 10:40 am

Stop by the Connection Café
for coffee and goodies

Wednesday, June 21st - 6:00pm-8:00pm
Family Fun Park Night
Diamond Point Park

Saturday, july 22nd - 6:00pm-8:00pm
Family Fun Park Night
Kids Min & Youth Group
Diamond Point Park

Parents/Guardians, please re-check in
if attending Kids Sunday School*
Doors to Gym open at 10:50 am

Wednesday, August 2nd - 6:00pm-8:00pm

Family Fun Park Night 11:00 am Kids Sunday School*
Kigsaa'::nség‘::t g’r‘:"p Age 4 - 5th Grade in the Gym
6:00pm-8:00pm Nursery available (0-3 yrs.)
. e
Rondy:Set, Move 11:00 am Intergenerational
Wednesda);:,a :Elgyu;: :ir:l; :l:iggfm-B:OOpm Disci ple Ship*
Kids Min & Youth Group Nursery available (0-3 yrs.)

Diamond Point Park

* No Kids Church, Kids Sunday School, or Intergenerational

**Family Fun Park Nights at Diamond Point Park Discipleship on May 28th, July 2nd, or September 3rd.
Come eat, fellowship, & play together. This is not a drop off

ministry night. Parents must stay with their children.**




The Church Family is invited
to these Open Houses:

Zeke Graf
Open House - May 27th at 5—8pm
487 Adams Ave SW, Bemidji, MN
Stay later for campfire & s’mores

Brett Kurschner
Tasha Tarvin
Open House - May 28" 2-4pm
EFree Church, Bemidji, MN

Maya Elliott
Open House - June 3 at 1-4 pm
1006 Arch LN SW, Bemidji, MN

Matthew Brown
Open House - June 3 at 4-7 pm
3099 15th Street NW, Bemidji, MN

Noah Reimer
Open House - June 4 at 2-4 pm

Amira Raukar
Open House - June 4 at 3-6 pm
Eckles Community Center
9735 Cardinal RD NW, Bemidji

Congratulations 2023 Graduates!

Congratulations

GRADUATES

Bemidji High School
Matthew Brown
Maya Elliott
Zeke Graf
Brett Kurschner
Genevieve Oakes
Amira Raukar
Noah Reimer
Tasha Tarvin

Bemidji State University
Michael Fritz

Master of Business Administration




Those who guard their lips preserve their lives,
but those who speak rashly will come to ruin. (pr. 13:3)
When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who
holds his tongue is wise. (Pr. 10:19)

A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh
word stirs up anger. (Pr. 15:1) Reckless words pierce
like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings
healing. (pr. 12:18)

Lord, teach us to bring You glory with our words:

A person finds joy in giving an apt reply—and how
good is a timely word! (pr. 15:23)

Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your
mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up
according to their needs, that it may benefit those who
listen. (Eph. 4:29)

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you
teach and admonish one another with all wisdom,
and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs
with gratitude in your hearts to God. (Col. 3:16)

Gracious words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul
and healing to the bones. (rr. 16:24)

(All together)

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of
my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD,
my Rock and my Redeemer. (ps. 19:14)

Stewarding our Words in 2023

Lord, teach us to be careful when we speak:

Whoever of you loves life and desires to see many
good days, keep your tongue from evil and your lips
from speaking lies. (Ps. 34:12-13)

Those who consider themselves religious and yet do
not keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive
themselves, and their religion is worthless. (James 1:26)

But I tell you that everyone will have to give
account on the day of judgment for every empty
word they have spoken. For by your words you will
be acquitted, and by your words you will be
condemned.” (Mt. 12:36-37)

A fool’'s mouth is his undoing, and his lips are a snare
to his soul. (pr. 18:7) Those who guard their mouths and
their tongues keep themselves from calamity. (pr. 21:23)

There is a time to be silent and a time to speak.
(Eccl. 3:7) Even fools are thought wise if they keep

silent, and discerning if they hold their tongues.
(Pr. 17:28)

Lord, teach us to be wise with our words:

Without wood a fire goes out; without gossip a
quarrel dies down. (Pr. 26:20)

(Contd on other side)



Stewarding Our Words
James 3:1-12 on May 21, 2023
Pastor Jerry R. A. Johnson

Stewardship: “The careful and responsible of
something to one’s care.” (Merriam-webster.com)
1) The with our words.

2) The of our words.

3) The of our words... !

Questions for personal reflection and/or group discussion

. Try to remember a time in your life when your words hurt

someone or got you into trouble. If you had it to do over again,
would you remain silent, word things differently, or do
something else?

. Now try to remember a time in your life when someone else’s

words hurt you or caused you trouble. Do you wish that these
words had never been said, had been worded differently, or
something else?

. Read James 3:1-12. Why do you think our words can cause

such big problems? After all, aren’t they “just words™? Do you
think the problem is that people are just too easily offended, or
something else?

. Would you agree with James 3:3-5, that our words have great

power? Or, would you say that they only have power if people
let them have power? To what degree do you think people
should be held accountable for their words? See Matthew
12:36-37.

. Isn't it encouraging to know that our words have the potential

to glorify God!? Share some ways that you’'ve seen people
glorify God with their words? Make a list of some specific ways
that you’ like your words to glorify God this week.

. How might the idea of “stewardship” help us to “spend” our

words more wisely? What might James 3:11-12 teach us about
the source of our words? How do you think our hearts and our
mouths are connected? See Matthew 12:34 and Psalm 19:14.

. This week, post Psalm 19:14 somewhere you will see it often

(at your desk, in your car, on your fridge, by your coffee pot, or
wherever else it may be). Each time you see it, pray it out loud:
“May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart
be pleasing in your sight, LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.”



May 21, 2023 at
E-FREE CHURCH OF BEMIDJI

Becoming deeply devoted followers of Jesus together

E-Free Church Online

www.efcbemidji.org | Instagram & Facebook: @efcbemidji

Other Info

Looking to connect at E-Free Bemidji?
Scan the QR code below or fill out the
Welcome Connection Card located in the
sanctuary seats, or complete our online
Connection Card by following this link:
https://efcbemidji.org/connectioncard

Livestream link:

www.efcbemidji.org/live

CONNECTION CARD

Prayer Chain:

Email efree@paulbunyan.net to share a

prayer request or to join our church
email prayer chain.
Text: efreeprayer to 94000

Wi-Fi password: efreebemidji

Leadership:

To see a full list of our ministry staff

and leaders, visit our website at
www.efchemidji.org/about-us/our-leadership
or stop by the foyer bulletin board.

115 Carr Lake RD SW, Bemidji, MN 56601
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GIVING

For May 14, 2023

Folliolt . Plerpont

WEEKLY GIVING:
$7,684

WEEKLY NEEDED:
$15,195

GIVEN YTD:
$279,500

NEEDED YTD:
$303,900

Scan the QR code above or go to

ONLINE GIVING.

our website to find out more ways

to give at: www.efchemidji.org/give
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Church Office
(218) 751-8834

efree@paulbunyan.net
Text EFree to 94000

Hours:

Tuesday-Friday: 8am-12pm;
1pm-5pm

Sunday: 7:30am-8:30AM;
9:30am-12:30PM

CATHEDRALPRESS =
Long Prairie, MN 56347



