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Last Sunday we began digging into Romans 2. We talked about God’s kindness, and 
His patience with sinners. That kindness is intended to lead all of us to repentance. In 
Romans 2:1, Paul began his diatribe, his conversation with this imaginary Jewish 
opponent. Now Paul himself was a Jew, so he was very familiar with the way that the 
Jews tended to think. Today, in verses 6-16, we’ll see how Paul continues his 
conversation. We’ll pick up right where we left off last week, in the context of verse 5. 
Rather than repent, some people reject God’s kind offer, and they continue “storing up 
wrath” against themselves. Romans 2:5 says, “But because of your stubbornness and 
your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s 
wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed.” Today we’re going to learn about 
God’s judgment. God’s righteous judgment in verse 5 will now be further explained in 
verses 6-16.  
Before going further in this transcript please read Romans 2:6-16. 
 
Romans 2:6 declares that “God ‘will repay each person according to what they have 
done.’” So Verse 6 flows right out of verse 5, on the day of God’s final wrath, His 
righteous judgment will be revealed. The day is coming, when all of us must stand 
before God and give an account. That’s what verse 6 is talking about: the final 
judgment day, when “God will repay each person according to what they have done.” 
The reason most of verse 6 is in parenthesis, is that it’s quoting a principle that’s found 
all throughout the Old and New Testaments.1 In other words, Paul is establishing a 
point of agreement with his imaginary Jewish opponent. It’s something they already 
know, and it’s something they would have to agree on, as a good Jew. In verses 7-10 
Paul then goes on to employ what’s called a “chiasm,”2 which simply means that it’s a 
set of corresponding lines.3 Paul is pulling out all the stops, coming at his opponent 
with both barrels! 
 a – Eternal life is awarded for persistence in doing good (v. 7) 
  b – Wrath is for those who follow evil (v. 8) 
  b – Trouble is for everyone who does evil (v. 9) 
 a – Glory, honor, and peace are for everyone who does good (v. 10) 
Paul is simply expanding the truth of verse 6: “God will repay each person according to 
what they have done.” He’ll reward those who do good, and He’ll punish those who do 

 
1 See Psalm 62:12; Proverbs 24:12; Jeremiah 17:10; Matthew 16:27; 2 Corinthians 5:10; and Revelation 22:12. 
2 Sounds like “KAI ah zum.”  
3 Some scholars believe it should actually be 3 sets of 2 corresponding lines. My NIV Zondervan Study Bible has a helpful 
diagram: 
  a - God judges everyone the same (v. 6) 
 b – Life is the reward for doing good (v. 7) 
  c – Wrath is the penalty for evil (v. 8) 
  c – Wrath for doing evil (v. 9) 
 b – Life for doing good (v. 10) 
  a – God shows no favoritism (v. 11) 



evil. Now this is good news for those who are able to persist in doing good, but it’s bad 
news for those back in verse 5. For those who are stubborn and refuse to repent, for 
those who are storing up wrath for themselves. In fact, verse 8 echoes the sentiment of 
verse 5, “those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil.” Wrath 
and anger are awaiting the unrepentant. Paul’s Jewish opponent would have agreed 
with much of what Paul was saying here. The Jewish people had been worshipping the 
One true God for thousands of years. They knew that God is holy, holy, holy. So God 
has every right to judge sinners; and sinners shouldn’t be surprised at God’s righteous 
requirement of good behavior. 
 
However, the Jews also knew something else about good behavior, from long years of 
experience: It’s really difficult to be holy! Especially consistently. Maybe someone 
could be good for a few days, or possibly even for a few weeks; but when verse 7 
mentions, “persistence in doing good,” well… that’s a tough one! Paul knew this from 
his personal experience of living so many years as an unsaved Jew, living under the 
strict requirements of God’s law. He’d spent his entire life striving to be a good person, 
and it was exhausting. So Paul is not only trying to break through their self-righteous 
façade and their stubborn, unrepentant hearts, but he’s also trying to make them face 
the sobering reality of God’s impending wrath. God’s judgment is coming on sinners, 
and they had not lived righteously enough to avoid that judgment. They were in trouble, 
because deep down they knew their own sinfulness. They felt the guilt and shame of 
falling short of God’s righteous standards. In verses 9-10, Paul makes an intriguing 
distinction between Jews and Gentiles: the Jews are 1st and then the Gentiles. You 
see, salvation came through a Jewish Messiah, the Jews were the caretakers of God’s 
written Word, His covenants, His law, temple worship, etc. It all came from and through 
the Jewish people.4 5 So the Jewish people were first in terms of time and history, but 
also in terms of certain privileges.6 They’d had great advantages and privileges as the 
people closest to God’s sovereign plans and workings in the world.7 8 9 10 11 So, in 
verse 9, the Jews will be 1st to be judged for doing evil, then the Gentiles will be 
judged. And in verse 10, the Jews will be 1st to experience glory, honor, and peace for 

 
4 NIV Study Bible, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI, 2011, p. 1890-1891, footnote on Romans 1:16. 
5 Romans 9:4-5 clarifies the privileges of “the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship; theirs the divine glory, the 
covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is 
traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen.” 
6 NIV Study Bible, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI, 2011, p. 1890-1891, footnote on Romans 1:16. 
7 With that privilege, God expects much of them. “It was necessary that the invasion of this world by the gospel begin at a 
particular point with a particular people, who in turn were responsible to carry that gospel to the other nations.” NIV Study 
Bible, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI, 2011, p. 1890-1891, footnote on Romans 1:16. 
8 In a similar way, God expects much of you and me. Even though most of us at E-Free Bemidji aren’t Jewish, we have 
been given much. Much spiritual knowledge and training. Much access to God’s Word. Much in resources to be 
stewarded for God’s gospel purposes in this world. 
9 “With spiritual privilege comes spiritual responsibility.” NIV Study Bible, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI, 2011, p. 1892, 
footnote on Romans 2:9. 
10 Consider Amos 3:1-2.  
11 Luke 12:47-48 says it this way, “The servant who knows the master’s will and does not get ready or does not do what 
the master wants will be beaten with many blows. But the one who does not know and does things deserving punishment 
will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who 
has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.” 



doing good, then the Gentiles will be next. Paul is saying in effect, we Jews are first in 
line! Yes, for heavenly rewards, but that’s only for those of us who’ve behaved well 
enough. For the rest of us, who’ve fallen short, we’ll be FIRST in line, for trouble and 
distress, for God’s wrath!  
 
Paul wants them to admit not only their common sin problem but also the dire situation 
in which it puts them. He hammers home the point in verse 11: “For God does NOT 
show favoritism.” Yes, there have been some great advantages to being Jewish, but 
“God will repay each person according to what they have done.” Don’t think that your 
status as a Jew gives you some kind of “get out of jail free card.” You, like every other 
sinner in this world, will have to give an account before God. This is “God’s impartial 
judgment,” it’s based on our behavior, good or evil. God treats us all the same, which is 
what we want from a righteous judge, right? God’s righteous judgment is impartial; it’s 
based on the facts.12 And the facts are stacked up against every single human being, 
no matter what their ethnicity or nationality may be. 
 
Now, as I mentioned earlier, Paul has a pretty good idea how his fellow Jews would 
probably be thinking at this point. They’d be thinking: well hey now, wait a minute here, 
don’t be lumping us Jews together with those sinful Gentiles! After all, we’re God’s 
chosen people; we’re the caretakers of His written Word. And besides, we, we have 
the law of Moses on our side! So Paul continues to develop his argument in Romans 
2:12, “All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who sin 
under the law will be judged by the law.”13 The first half of verse 12 is a reference to the 
Gentiles, those “who sin apart from the law.” The law here is referring to the Old 
Testament law, which was foreign to most Gentiles.14 More specifically, it’s referring to 
the Mosaic law, which is found in the first 5 books of the Old Testament.15 Since the 
Gentiles didn’t receive this written law, they couldn’t be held accountable to it. 
However, Paul makes it clear that they’re still going to “perish apart from the law.” 
They’ve still sinned, so they’ll still be judged right along with everyone else.16 Why? 
Because God does not show favoritism. As we learned back in Romans 1, all of 
humankind is accountable to their Creator. None of us are without excuse, regardless 
of how much, or how little, we know from the written Word of God.17 18 
 

 
12 See Romans 2:2. 
13 It’s worth noting that this is the same word “perish” that we find in John 3:16. 
14 Gentiles like Cornelius in Acts 10 might be some of the exceptions to this stereotype. 
15 NIV Zondervan Study Bible, Grand Rapids, MI, 2015, p. 2294 footnote on Romans 2:12. 
16 “‘All who sin apart from the law’ refers to Gentiles. God judges according to the light available to people. Gentiles will 
not be condemned for not obeying a law they did not possess. Their judgment will be on other grounds.” NIV Study Bible, 
Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI, 2011, p. 1892, footnote on Romans 2:12. 
17 “The Mosaic legislation will play no part in the judgment of those who have not heard. God judges the ‘heathen’ on the 
basis of the light they have received. In the case of those who have heard, however, the law will serve as the standard for 
judgment. From a Jewish standpoint the Gentiles, who were outside the law, would certainly perish.” (Robert H. Mounce, 
Romans, vol. 27, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995), 93–94.) 
18 In other words, gentiles didn’t need to convert to Judaism, learn the law, and then obey the law. Instead, they were 
repenting of their sin (unlike the Jews in Romans 2:5), finding salvation through Jesus, and beginning to obey God’s law. 
They had totally bypassed the typical Jewish assumption that those outside the Mosaic law could never find God’s favor. 



The second half of verse 12 is a reference to the Jews, those “who sin under the law.” 
You see the Jewish people were well-familiar with God’s Old Testament law. In fact, 
many of them had memorized significant portions of it. Since they were God’s chosen 
people, who’d received His law firsthand, they were accountable to it. So when they 
sinned, “under the law,” it meant that they knowingly broke God’s law, and therefore 
they were subject to be judged by it. Paul is comparing and contrasting this shared 
predicament of Jews and Gentiles. The Jews were ultimately no better off for having 
known God’s law, because it left them in the same condition as the Gentiles: they were 
sinners. True, unlike the Gentiles, they had sinned “under the law,” but equally true, 
just like the Gentiles, they were sinners. Sinners who would be judged just like every 
other human being. Why? Because God does not show favoritism.19 
 
Paul continues to pound away at their reliance on the law. In Romans 2:13 he says, 
“For it is not those who HEAR the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is those 
who OBEY the law who will be declared righteous.” The Jewish people had been 
reading the law, and hearing it read, for thousands of years. Most of them knew the 
first 5 books of the Old Testament like the back of their hand! But Paul says what every 
good Jew knew to be true: “Just hearing the law isn’t good enough, we’ve got to obey 
the law if we want to be declared righteous!20 21 (The Jews themselves greatly 
emphasized this very point!) Paul is leveling the playing field, and taking away any 
advantage that his Jewish opponent might have thought that he had. All of us Jews 
know very well, that it’s only “those who obey the law who will be declared righteous.” 
And any Jew who was honest with himself or herself, should be willing to admit that 
obeying the law was exceedingly difficult, which is what makes the next two verses SO 
shocking! 
 
Romans 2:14-15 goes on, “(Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by 
nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do 
not have the law. 15 They show that the requirements of the law are written on their 
hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts sometimes accusing 
them and at other times even defending them.)” The very idea that the Gentiles could 
somehow successfully meet the requirements of the law would have been scandalous 
to most Jews. And to have the requirements of the law written on the hearts of 
Gentiles, would have been an entirely foreign concept to the Jews.22 We can only 
imagine the kind of outrage and angry response that these verses would have brought 
about in certain company. “How could Gentiles, who don’t even have the law, possibly 
meet its requirements!?” How indeed… 
 

 
19 “The Jews should not deceive themselves into believing that possession of the law is a badge of favored status, as if 
they will be exempt from judgment.” Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, 2nd Ed., Baker, Grand Rapids, MI, 2018, p. 126. 
20 James 1:22 comes to mind. 
21 The longstanding Jewish teaching placed great emphasis, not just on having the law or memorizing the law, but on 
DOING the law. See NIV Zondervan Study Bible, Grand Rapids, MI, 2015, p. 2294 footnote on Romans 2:13. 
22 Even though Deuteronomy 6:6-9 mentions that God’s commandments were to be on their hearts, they’d become 
legalistic over the many years of tying them as literal symbols on their hands and foreheads, and writing them on the 
doorframes of their houses and gates. 



In verses 14-15, it’s a bit unclear whether Paul is referring to unbelieving Gentiles in 
general or to believing Gentiles who’ve been empowered by God’s Spirit for godly 
living. Frankly, some of the best scholars on the book of Romans disagree.23 If Paul is 
referring to unbelieving Gentiles in general, then he basically wants to help his Jewish 
opponent see that every human being has a sort of built-in moral compass that helps 
them meet some of the law’s requirements. Although this certainly doesn’t mean 
they’re obeying the law perfectly, they at least know enough to let their conscience 
guide them into certain aspects of righteous living. Therefore this inner moral compass, 
guided by human conscience, works in a way similar to how the law works for the 
Jews. To be clear, this certainly isn’t enough to save them from their sin, because only 
faith in Jesus can save us, but it is enough to make people aware of right and wrong in 
this world. And it’s enough to make them aware of their need for help and rescue from 
a higher power.24 In other words, Paul’s goal would then be to point out, that the Jews’ 
dependence on the Mosaic law, to make them righteous, doesn’t really give them 
much of a leg up on the Gentiles. The Gentiles have just as much opportunity, to do 
what God requires, based solely on their moral compass and their conscience. In the 
words of verse 14, “…they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the 
law.”25 26 
 
Okay, the other possibility here (in verses 14-15) is that Paul may have been referring 
to believing Gentiles. And, just to tip my hand, I personally think there’s better 
contextual evidence for this one. The strongest clue is at the beginning of verse 15,  
“They show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts….” The new 
covenant in Jeremiah 31:33 comes to mind, “…I will put my law in their minds and write 
it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.”27 In other words, 
(under the New Covenant) because Christians are united to Christ, He not only 
imputes His righteous standing to us, but He also empowers us for godly living. So, in 
terms of Paul’s advancing diatribe, he’s now pointing out that the Gentiles are having 

 
23 Fortunately, either option has good things to teach us, and it may be that Paul was being intentionally vague for that 
very reason. Naselli explains “Both options could fit with the passage’s literary context, and both options are consistent 
with what the Bible teaches elsewhere” (p. 45). “The arguments for each view are so strong that I am not sure what Paul 
intends. For people in general, see Douglas J. Moo… For Christians, see Thomas R. Schreiner.” In other words, two of 
the top experts on the book of Romans make a good case for one AND the other, which makes it quite unlikely that this 
local pastor in northern Minnesota is going to be the deciding vote! (Andrew David Naselli, Romans, Crossway, Wheaton, 
IL, 2022, footnote #7 on p. 45.) See his great summary around this question: Who are these law doers? on p. 45. 
24 Later on though, in Romans 3:20, Paul will make it clear: “Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by 
the works of the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.” 
25 Paul could even be going so far here as to suggest a hypothetical situation. Any person, whether Jew or Gentile, who 
can fully meet the requirements of the law, being guided by this moral compass and their conscience, could 
THEORETICALLY be declared righteous. “A better way to view these texts is to see them as making one point in an 
argument that Paul advances in these chapters… What Paul claims is theoretically possible in 2:13, he denies as a 
possibility in practice in 3:20.” Douglas J. Moo, Encountering the Book of Romans, 2nd Ed., Baker, Grand Rapids, MI, 
2014 p. 47. 
26 In other words, Gentiles feel a similar draw toward right behavior. In the words of verse 15, “their thoughts sometimes 
accusing them and at other times even defending them.” So, even without the law, they “do by nature things required by 
the law.” 
27 However, Douglas Moo notes that “it might be significant here that Paul says not that ‘the law’ is written on the heart, 
but that ‘the requirements of the law’ are written on the heart… I think it unlikely that Paul is referring here to gentile 
Christians.” Douglas J. Moo, Encountering the Book of Romans, 2nd Ed., Baker, Grand Rapids, MI, 2014 p. 50. 



success in doing the things required by the law. A success that frankly, the Jews have 
not yet found, even after thousands of years of striving. Paul is stating that, the 
Gentiles, of all people, are doing things required by the law. Even though they don’t 
have the law, somehow, they’re pulling it off. If we read between the lines a little: 
They’ve found something better than the law, they’ve found Jesus! 
 
So the key to all of this is Jesus, and Paul is about to declare His name for the first 
time in chapter 2, in verse 16.28 But, before we go there, let’s recall Paul’s primary 
purpose in declaring the gospel. He states it clearly in both the introduction and the 
conclusion of his letter to the Roman church: that all peoples might come to the 
obedience that comes from faith.29 “the obedience that comes from faith.” In other 
words, Paul is still in the midst of his diatribe with this imaginary Jewish opponent. He’s 
now pointing them to these Gentiles who are figuring out how to be obedient to God 
through faith in Jesus Christ. According to Romans 1:16, the gospel is the power of 
God that brings salvation to everyone who believes in Jesus. It’s so powerful in fact, 
that it’s transforming the lives of Gentile believers and enabling them to obey God’s 
law, something the Jews could never figure out apart from Christ. The gospel is setting 
things right in the lives of these believing Gentiles! 
 
So Paul is using the gospel’s effectiveness in the lives of the Gentile believers to make 
his point: our faith in Yahweh has never been just about hearing God’s truth, it’s 
always, ultimately been about obeying God’s truth. So even though we Jews have 
God’s written law, these Gentiles now have God’s law written on their hearts. When it 
comes to obeying the requirements of the law, they’re zipping right past you! In fact, 
they are way out ahead of you, and on the day of God’s final judgment, they’ll be the 
ones whom God will declare righteous.30 
 
This brings us to Paul’s secondary purpose in declaring the gospel: to make the Jews 
jealous! In Romans 11:13-14 Paul openly admits, “…Inasmuch as I am the apostle to 
the Gentiles, I take pride in my ministry in the hope that I may somehow arouse my 
own people to envy and save some of them.” You see, Paul was trying to convince 
these unrepentant Jews that the gospel was something special and powerful. What 
better way to convince them, than a demonstration of its effectiveness in helping 
Gentiles live out the requirements of God’s law? This would make quite an impression 
on his fellow Jews. The proof is in the pudding. This might even be enough to convince 
them to consider the claims of Jesus Christ.  
 
Well, be this as it may, Paul brings things full circle by pointing out that God’s judgment 
will be thorough and comprehensive. In Romans 2:16 he says, “This will take place on 
the day when God judges people’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel 

 
28 Paul hasn’t used Jesus’ name explicitly since back in Romans 1:8 
29 See Romans 1:5 and 16:26. 
30 “Paul wants to show that gentiles who keep the law have a salvific advantage… If gentiles do what the law requires, 
unbelieving Jews can’t claim any advantage simply because they possess the Torah.” Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, 2nd 
Ed., Baker, Grand Rapids, MI, 2018, p. 126. 



declares.” In other words, God won’t just judge the obvious sins, but also our secret 
sins. He knows about the hidden things in our lives, including any sinful motivations. 
New Testament Thomas Schreiner notes: “Not only is [God’s] judgment climatic; it is 
also comprehensive. He will judge the secrets of all, assuring the reader that the 
judgment will truly be impartial, since it is based on a thorough understanding of both 
actions and motives.”31 
 
Verse 16 concludes with something more than just this sobering reminder though, it 
gives us a clear reason for hope: God’s judgment will be through Jesus Christ.32 Jesus 
Christ, who is the only human to ever obey God’s law perfectly and never sin. Jesus 
Christ, who imputes to us His righteous standing before God. Jesus Christ, who many 
of us first learned about in John 3:16-17, “For God so loved the world that he gave his 
one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him.” This is why it’s SO good to be judged through Jesus Christ! The 
Good News of the gospel is that rather than being judged according to what we’ve 
done, we have the option to be judged according to what Christ has done. God isn’t 
eager to judge us or condemn us; He’s not looking forward to pouring out His wrath 
any more than He has to. God is eager to grant us eternal life. After all, God is the one 
who gives the gospel its power! Romans 1:16 declares that, “...the gospel… is the 
power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to 
the Gentile.” The gospel message declares loud and clear that salvation is available to 
whoever who believes, for all peoples, for Jews and gentiles alike. You see, God does 
NOT show favoritism, but He DOES show us grace! 

 
31 Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, 2nd Ed., Baker, Grand Rapids, MI, 2018, footnote # 7 on p. 134. 
32 John 5:22, 27 says, “Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son. 
…27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.” Consider also Matthew 25:31; Acts 10:42, 
17:31; and 2 Corinthians 5:10. 


