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Please read Romans 2:1-5 before going further in this transcript. 
 
Today we come to Romans 2 and it’s particularly important that we keep the immediate 
context of Romans 1 in mind. Romans 1:18 told us, “The wrath of God is being 
revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who 
suppress the truth by their wickedness.” It then goes on to explain mankind’s rejection 
of their Creator, God. In response to this rejection, God gave them over in the sinful 
desires of their hearts to all kinds of sins. In fact, the end of Romans 1 gives a long list 
of sins, describing this wickedness and godlessness. Now, as we mentioned in 
previous weeks, the point of this long list wasn’t to give a comprehensive checklist for 
us to follow. Paul’s primary goal in these early chapters of Romans is to establish the 
sinful condition of every single human being. NONE of us is without sin; ALL of us are 
in need of the salvation rescue that comes through faith in Jesus Christ. This is true, 
whether we are a Jew or a Gentile. Unfortunately though, despite all that we learned in 
Romans 1, Romans 2 reveals that some people still just don’t get this basic point of 
theology: that we are ALL sinners. 
 
Romans 2:1 begins with the word, “You….” But who is this “you” to whom Paul is 
writing? If we peek back at the end of Romans 1, all throughout verses 18-32, Paul had 
been writing to “them,” to “they,” to humanity in general. For example, Romans 1:32 
concludes, “Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do such things 
deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those 
who practice them.” Paul is referring to the entire human race in general; in other 
words, ultimately, Romans 1 applies to all of us. We might not like to think of ourselves 
among all of these other sinners, but that’s our reality, nonetheless. We all stand 
equally in need of the gospel’s saving power. In Romans 2:1, Paul’s subject changes 
from “they” to “you,” from the 3rd person plural, to the 2nd person singular. It’s hard to 
see this in the NIV, but the “you” in Romans 2:1 is actually in the singular. It’s as if Paul 
is suddenly addressing just one particular person, but… he’s not. What he’s actually 
doing here is employing a teaching technique called a “diatribe.”1 A diatribe is an 
imaginary dialogue with a pretend sparring partner. It’s a conversation that uses 
questions and answers to drive home a point.2 So, what point is Paul trying to drive 
home? Douglas Moo explains it this way: “By the time Paul wrote Romans, he had 
been preaching the gospel for over twenty years. He knew how people would react to 
his teaching and what question they were likely to raise… Paul used this experience to 
structure his presentation… he was familiar with people in the crowd, who would be 

 
1 Pronounced much like “dialogue.” 
2 “A diatribe usually takes the form of a dialogue, using questions and answers to make its points. The writer enters into a 
discussion with a fictional opponent as a way of advancing his or her own argument.” Douglas J. Moo, Encountering the 
Book of Romans, 2nd Ed., Baker, Grand Rapids, MI, 2014, p. 47. 



quite eager to join, in his condemnation [of sinners], and pride themselves as superior 
to the idolaters and fornicators [whom he’d just raked over the coals in Romans 1]. We 
can imagine Paul suddenly turning on such people and shocking them with a direct 
accusation: [in Romans 2:1,]”3 “YOU, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass 
judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you judge another, you are 
condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things.” 
 
So Romans 2 isn’t being directed at one particular person, but rather at one particular 
group of people: judgmental hypocrites. Paul’s letter has shifted from God judging 
people, to people judging people. The point that Paul is trying to drive home, is that 
being quick to judge others, for this list of sins in Romans 1, entirely misses the point: 
which is that all of us need to repent of our sins. He tells them, “you have no excuse, 
because when you pass judgment on them for the same sins you’re committing, you’re 
just highlighting your own guilt.”4 Now, we’re going to get to God’s kindness and 
patience in verse 4 in just a few minutes, but the people that Paul is addressing in 
verse 1 aren’t interested in hearing about God’s kindness toward sinners.5 Some 
people have no tolerance for God’s patience; they want His final justice for sinners 
right now! In other words, they disapprove of God’s kind and slow way of dealing with 
sinners.6 Rather than marvel in the wonder of Romans 1:16, in the gospel’s power to 
bring salvation to everyone who believes, these people are quick to condemn sinners. 
And, adding insult to injury, they were passing judgment on these sinners, while they 
themselves were doing the very same things. 
 
And so, ironically, God’s kindness, forbearance, and patience with sinners…  
1) Reveals the judgmental hypocrisy in some of us. Paul’s letter has a strong 
message of indictment against those of us who are quick to judge others: You 
judgmental hypocrites! Romans 2:2-3 goes on, “Now we know that God’s judgment 
against those who do such things is based on truth. So when you, a mere human 
being, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will 
escape God’s judgment?” God’s judgment against sinners is based on truth. Therefore, 
God’s judgment will be based on actual facts, and he will judge these judgmental 
hypocrites justly.7 Verse 3 asks, “do you [really] think you will escape God’s 

 
3 Douglas J. Moo, Encountering the Book of Romans, 2nd Ed., Baker, Grand Rapids, MI, 2014, p. 46. 
4 “We are reminded of the encounter between David and the prophet Nathan (2 Samuel 12:1–14). David agreed that the 
rich man who killed the poor man’s pet lamb deserved to die. But having passed judgment on another, he quickly learned 
from Nathan that he had judged himself. “You are the man!” declared the prophet. You have taken the lamb (Bathsheba) 
of the poor man (Uriah) for your own pleasure. In judging another, you have judged yourself. God’s judgment is based on 
truth. It is impartial and makes no distinction between rich and poor, king or pauper.” Robert H. Mounce, Romans, vol. 27, 
The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995), 89.  
5 Jonah 3:10-4:4 comes to mind. Does God’s kindness every make you angry? Ever secretly wish that God would just rain 
down His wrath and let all those sinners burn! Maybe a little “Elijah at Mt. Carmel” action? Or something like what the 
Sons of Thunder had in mind in Luke 9:51-56 where they were angry and indignant with the Samaritans for not welcoming 
Jesus to their town! 
6 See 2 Peter 3:9, “The Lord is not SLOW….” 
7 In contrast with our faltering judgment and hypocrisy, is God’s judgment, which is always “based on truth” (verse 2). So 
we can trust it, rely on it, and have confidence that His judgment is flawless, without error. We’ll talk about God’s impartial 
judgment more next week. “God’s judgment is ‘based on truth,’ …It is in accordance with the facts.” Robert H. Mounce, 
Romans, vol. 27, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995), 89. 



judgment?”8 Now, I suppose they may have thought they could fool God with their self-
righteous smokescreen, but there seems to be something else going on here. It may 
be that they had actually fooled themselves, that they were simply this clueless about 
their own sinfulness. They may have been so self-deluded, that they’d actually 
convinced themselves that they were essentially good people. Good enough, in fact, 
that they didn’t really even need to repent. You see, Paul’s diatribe is very likely 
addressing the Jews. New Testament scholar Douglas Moo notes that this diatribe is 
probably designed to let “Roman Christians overhear his fictional discussion with a 
typical Jew. To be sure, [at this point] Paul does not come out and explicitly label his 
discussion partner as a Jew… This is for rhetorical effect, as he allows the Jews to 
gradually self-identify in the accusation that now unfolds.”9 The fact is, the full 
disclosure of the identity of this “you” becomes obvious by the time we get to Romans 
2:17, “Now YOU, if you call yourself a Jew…!”10 11 So Paul probably had his fellow 
Jews primarily in mind here, but the principle applies to any of us, who are behaving 
like judgmental hypocrites. In other words, Romans 2 serves as a stern warning to any 
self-righteous person, who gets to the end of Romans 1, and still doesn’t find any sin in 
themselves. So the warning here in Romans 2 is to not become like the people who 
are vigorously nodding their heads in agreement, with how bad all of those sinners 
are.12 The fact is, whether we’re a Jew or a Gentile, all of us need to be careful that we 
don’t get so preoccupied, with judging and condemning the sins of others, that we fail 
to recognize and confess our own sins. We would do well to keep in mind the old 
saying: “when we point our finger at others, we leave 3 fingers point right back at 
ourselves!13 Or, some of us are familiar with the lyrics of the old song by Mac Davis: 
“Oh Lord it’s hard to be humble, when you’re perfect in every way!”14 There’s nothing 
like a good dose of humility to keep us all in check. And apparently, God-honoring 
humility is exactly what was missing in some of the hearts and minds of those who 
were reading Paul’s letter to the Roman church. 
 
God’s kindness, forbearance, and patience with sinners…  
2) Is intended to lead all of us to repentance. Romans 2:4 drives home this point, 
“Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and patience, not 
realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?” Romans 1 
clarified how God’s wrath is being revealed against “all the godlessness and 

 
8 “The answer to the question in Romans 2:3 (“Do you think you will escape God’s judgment?”) would have to be no.” 
(Robert H. Mounce, Romans, vol. 27, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
1995), 89.) 
9 Douglas J. Moo, Encountering the Book of Romans, 2nd Ed., Baker, Grand Rapids, MI, 2014, p. 47. 
10 The pronoun in verse 17 continues to be a 2nd person, singular, nominative: the ongoing subject of this chapter. 
11 “Paul indicts Jews for rejecting what God revealed to them. He does this by arguing with an imaginary Jewish opponent; 
he moves from ‘they’ (3rd pers. Pl.) in 1:18-32 to ‘you’ (2nd pers. Sing.) throughout Romans 2.” Andrew David Naselli, 
Romans, Crossway, Wheaton, IL, 2022, p. 43. 
12 I appreciate how the NLT translates Romans 2:1, “You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just as 
bad….” 
13 “In the very act of condemning others they automatically condemned themselves because they were guilty of doing the 
same things.” Robert H. Mounce, Romans, vol. 27, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 1995), 88. 
14 From his album, “Stop and Smell the Roses.” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0WTrMuZOZvM  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0WTrMuZOZvM


wickedness of people,” and after itemizing that long list of sins at the end of Romans 1, 
Romans 2 now points us toward God’s Kindness. This should give us pause, as we 
consider the immense contrast here, the incredible leap that we’re making from God’s 
wrath to God’s kindness. These two things don’t seem like they’d go together very well; 
and yet, in the gospel, they actually go together perfectly. When Romans 1 tells us that 
“God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts” we shouldn’t take this to 
mean that God gave up on them! Instead, we should understand that there’s actually 
an element of mercy in the revealing of God’s wrath. You see, instead of judging us 
right on the spot, and putting an immediate end to our sinful rebellion, God gives us 
time to see the error of our ways. He gives us time to come to our senses, and to 
recognize the futility of our own thinking, as we’re stumbling around in the darkness of 
our own foolish hearts. In other words, God is patiently waiting, during this interval 
between now and the time when God’s wrath will be finally and fully poured out, when 
all of us will be held accountable. 15 16 For the time being, the riches of God’s kindness, 
forbearance, and patience are available to all of us. 
 
We don’t use this word “forbearance” very often these days, but it’s a fantastic word. 
“Forbearance” is a way of saying that God is practicing restraint, by temporarily holding 
back His judgment on sin.17 Today, we’d probably say something more like, God is 
“bearing with us” or “He’s putting up with us, for the time being.”18 19 But we shouldn’t 
understand this forbearance to mean that God is never going to judge our sin. There 
will be a reckoning; we will all one day be held accountable before God. So even 
though these hypocrites from earlier are wrong to judge others, they’re not wrong 
about God’s judgment, about the eventual completion of God’s wrath.20 21 Our “God is 
a long-suffering God!”22 but He’s also a God of truth and justice. In His kindness, He’s 
giving us time to repent. Repentance simply means to change our heart/mind about 
sin.23 Rather than continuing to do whatever we want to do, we come to a point where 
we choose to agree with God, that His ways are right.24 You see, “a gospel that sets 

 
15 See discussion in Andrew David Naselli, Romans, Crossway, Wheaton, IL, 2022, top of p. 42. 
16 See Psalm 34:8. 
17 See Romans 3:25. 
18 ἀνοχή “literally ‘a holding back’. ① a state of respite from something… ② a temporary cessation, pause… ③ the act of 
being forbearing, forbearance, clemency, tolerance.” (William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament 
and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 86.) 
19 forbearance = refraining from collecting a debt or exercising one’s legal right to punish. 
20 God’s incredibly kind patience doesn’t mean He’s indifferent about sin. “The Jews had misconstrued his patience to be 
a lack of intent to judge.” NIV Study Bible, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI, 2011, p. 1892, footnote on Romans 2:4. 
21 It’s actually an act of His mercy and grace; God is patiently waiting for us to come to our senses and repent! Romans 1 
has already taught us that God is already revealing His wrath by giving mankind over to the sinful desires of our hearts, so 
it’s not like He’s turned a completely blind eye to our sin.  
22 This is another great word we don’t use very much these days but I’m thankful the NKJV reminds us of it. 
23 μετάνοια “primarily ‘a change of mind’” (William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other 
Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 640. 
24 There comes a point in most of our lives when messing around with sin and partying all night long loses its luster. Not 
unlike the prodigal son, many of us eventually find ourselves eating out of a pig trough, wondering if there must be 
something better. The prodigal son finally comes to his senses, he admits his sinful ways, and he decides that it’s time to 
go home. When he gets there, he finds his father waiting for him, filled with compassion, with arms open wide. But… if 
you know the story of the Prodigal’s Son, his father’s gracious response is not the end of the story. His older brother was 



things right” gives us humans the time and opportunity that we need to repent, so that 
God can set things right in our lives. “God’s kindness is intended to lead [all of us] to 
repentance.” God’s kindness and God’s wrath are inextricably woven together; they 
work in dynamic cooperation. God’s wrath is necessary for His holiness, and for His 
just administration of this world.25 This demonstrates the whole character of God 
working together in perfect harmony, His holy wrath paired with His merciful kindness.  
He doesn’t treat us as our sins deserve, but instead gives us time to consider our need 
for rescue. 
 
Unfortunately however, not everyone takes God up, on His kind offer. 
God’s kindness, forbearance, and patience with sinners…  
3) Is rejected by stubbornness, and unrepentant hearts. Romans 2:5 declares, 
“But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up 
wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment WILL 
BE revealed.” This is referring to the day of God’s full and final wrath, when this world 
comes to an end, and all of us must stand before Him and give our account.26 27 (We’ll 
talk about God’s Impartial Judgment next week, when we look at verses 6-16.) Verse 5 
says that they’re “storing up” God’s wrath. What a terrible thing to keep in storage! I 
mean, of all the useless things that some of us have tucked away in a storage unit, 
wrath takes the cake!28 29 If we’re too stubborn to see that it’s time to clear out our 
“wrath storage unit,” then I’m not sure what more can be done for us. And frankly, I’m 
not sure just how much longer God is going to patiently wait. God is extremely kind and 
generous with His forbearance, but He won’t wait forever. So if we’ve been stubborn 
about our sin, and if our heart has been refusing to repent, then we need to ask God to 
soften our hard heart today.30 Why not let Jesus help you with all of the wrath that 
you’ve been storing up, before it’s too late? Come before God honestly. Confess your 
sin to Him freely and fully; you’ll be glad that you did. And so will the people around 
you. 1 Thessalonians 1:10 reminds us of some very Good News, “…Jesus… rescues 
us from the coming wrath.” One of the most regrettable and unfortunate realities of our 
fallen human depravity, is our tendency to be stubborn, our refusal to repent of our sin. 
Stubbornness right in the face of God’s kindness through Jesus Christ.31 

 
not at all happy with his father’s compassion and grace. Unfortunately, we find a similar response by these judgmental 
hypocrites in Romans 2. 
25 God’s wrath is personal because He takes the sin committed against him personally, but that doesn’t mean his wrath is 
ruthless or petty. “God’s wrath is his divine displeasure with sin.” Robert H. Mounce, Romans, vol. 27, The New American 
Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995), 76. 
26 See Romans 6:17. 
27 This is different from but related to the wrath mentioned in Romans 1: His wrath which is being revealed as it allows sin 
to take its course in the lives of rebellious humans. 
28 WHY would anyone EVER be unwilling to repent, to change their mind about storing up wrath for themselves? 
“Ironically, the delay in divine retribution gave them even more time to accumulate a store of wrath.” Robert H. Mounce, 
Romans, vol. 27, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995), 90. 
29 The Greek word here for “storing up” is the same word used for “storing up our treasures in heaven.” θησαυρίζω 
(Robert H. Mounce, Romans, vol. 27, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
1995).) 
30 The ESV translates verse 5 “…your hard and impenitent heart….” 
31 Sometimes we’re like a dog on a bone, we just refuse to let go! New Testament scholar Robert Mounce makes a 
sobering observation, “Truth resisted hardens the heart. It makes it all the more difficult to recognize truth the next time 



 
Well, it’s difficult to be sure whether Paul’s diatribe in Romans 2 is directed primarily at 
the unbelievers in Rome who needed salvation, or at the people within the Roman 
church who needed to repent of their own judgmental hypocrisy.32 Either way, it’s 
instructive for us today, and it’s a helpful reminder for us as believers today, that we 
have an ongoing need for honesty about our sin. 1 John 2:1-2 says, “My dear children, 
I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.” You see, we’re in 
an ongoing battle with sin. Not a battle for our salvation, that was accomplished once 
and for all by the power of the gospel when we believed in Christ. We’re in a battle for 
our daily sanctification, our daily victory over sin’s deceitfulness. I appreciate how 
Pastor Kevin DeYoung says it: “Some of us become Christians and just go on our 
merry way, never thinking of sin, while others fixate on our failings and suffer from 
despair. One person feels no conviction of sin; the other person feels no relief from sin. 
Neither of these habits should mark the Christian. The Christian should often feel 
conviction, confess, and be cleansed. The cleansing, mind you, is not like the 
expunging of a guilty record before the judge. That’s already been accomplished. This 
cleansing is more like the scraping of barnacles off the hull of a ship so it can move 
freely again. We need confession of sin before God like a child needs to own up to 
[his/her] mistakes before Mom and Dad, not to earn God’s love, but to rest in it and 
know it more fully.”33  
 
This is one of the reasons that I’m thankful for the season of lent, leading up to Good 
Friday and Easter. As we continue becoming deeply devoted followers of Jesus 
together, it’s extremely important for us to set aside regular times for intentional self-
reflection. We need to invite God’s Spirit to examine our hearts and reveal any sin in 
our lives.34 1 Corinthians 10:12 reminds us, “So, if you think you are standing firm, be 
careful that you don’t fall!” Psalm 19:12-13 agrees, “But who can discern their own 
errors? Forgive my hidden faults. Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not 
rule over me. Then I will be blameless, innocent of great transgression.” 
 

 
around. Life is not a game without consequences. By our response to God’s revelation we are determining our own 
destiny.” (Robert H. Mounce, Romans, vol. 27, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 1995), 90.) 
32 Which was unfitting for them as believers. Romans 2:7-8 seems to indicate that Paul may have had both in mind. 
33 https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/why-we-need-confession-of-sin/  
34 Sometimes related to this, can also be the spiritual discipline of fasting. Fasting from food or entertainment or other 
distractions can be a helpful means of dying to our self, setting aside our other appetites, and focusing on our appetite for 
God. In other words, sometimes our appetite for sin is best addressed through fasting with prayer. I’ve been deeply 
blessed recently to read John Piper’s book about fasting titled A Hunger for God. It was written quite some time ago, but 
it’s a challenging and inspiring read none the less. It was written in 1997, published by Crossway, Wheaton, IL. The PDF 
is available here: https://document.desiringgod.org/a-hunger-for-god-en.pdf?ts=1446646561  

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/why-we-need-confession-of-sin/
https://document.desiringgod.org/a-hunger-for-god-en.pdf?ts=1446646561


Brother or Sister in Christ, with Romans 2 in mind, let’s beware of any stubbornness or 
hypocritical attitudes in our lives.35 Intentional times of confession are a safeguard 
against allowing our hearts to swell with pride and self-righteousness.36 Confessing our 
sin isn’t just a one-time thing for when we first come to faith in Christ, it’s an ongoing 
process of sanctification.37 Let’s close by considering these words from Luke 18:9-14, 
“To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on 
everyone else, Jesus told this parable: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: 
‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or 
even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ “But the tax 
collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast 
and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ “I tell you that this man, rather than the 
other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be 
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” When God’s Spirit 
convicts us of sin in our lives, it should lead to one particular result: confession. 
Immediate, heartfelt, genuine confession. No excuses, no rationalization, no 
comparison of how someone else’s sin is worse than ours. Brother or Sister in Christ, 
this is the kind of repentance that is needed in the life of a deeply devoted follower of 
Jesus! This is what repentance for sin looks like! “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” 

 
35 Let’s make time to grieve over sin: our personal sin, as well as our corporate sin, including the sins of our church, our 
community, and our nation. Learn more here: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/corporate-worship-confession/ 
and here: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/confession-of-sin/  
36 See https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/why-bother-with-lent/  
37 Tim Keller observes, “Fear-based repentance makes us hate ourselves. Joy-based repentance makes us hate our sin.” 
Learn more at: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/confess/  

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/corporate-worship-confession/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/essay/confession-of-sin/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/why-bother-with-lent/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/confess/

