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Last Sunday we looked at the final verses of Romans 1. We talked about how God 
gave mankind over to the sinful desires of their hearts. Some of those sinful desires 
were sexual sins, but many of them went well beyond sexual sin. In fact, there were 21 
different sins listed, including greed, deceit, disobeying our parents, gossip, and 
slander. By the time we got to the end of that list, I think most of us agreed that all of us 
struggle with sin in one way or another. Whatever temptations and sins we may be 
personally struggling with, none of us is perfect; all of us stand in need of rescue 
through the gospel of Jesus Christ. One of the sins included in Romans 1 is same-sex 
behavior. Romans 1:26-27 says, “…Even their women exchanged natural sexual 
relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also abandoned natural 
relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another….” Last week, we 
only talked about these two verses briefly, because they only address one particular 
one sin, listed among many sins. Our goal was to understand the overall message of 
the passage, not just zero in on one particular issue. However, as I mentioned last 
week, the topic of same-sex attraction is enough of a “hot button” topic in our society 
today, that it’s a good idea for us to set aside one Sunday to address this particular 
topic. So, that’s what we’re doing today. Now if you missed last week’s sermon, then 
you missed the background context from which we’re operating. So, you’ll definitely 
want to go back and listen to that sermon, in order better understand what we’re 
learning today.1 
 
As we get started, we need to be sure that we make a clear delineation between same-
sex ATTRACTION and same-sex BEHAVIOR. Although the two are obviously closely 
related, they are not one and the same thing. So, to be clear; it’s not a sin to have 
feelings of same-sex attraction. The Bible is clear that same-sex behavior is a sin, but 
it’s not a sin to be tempted.2 The reality is, every single human being is tempted by 
something. Temptation is not a sin; attraction is not a sin. But giving in to that attraction 
and pursing sexual activity outside of God’s design is a sin. It’s a sin for homosexuals 

 
1 In fact, people should really go back and listen to all four sermons from Romans 1. All of them provide significant context 
for everything we’ll discuss in the rest of this series over the upcoming year. https://efcbemidji.org/sermons/  
2 The purpose of today’s sermon isn’t to lay out a comprehensive case for why God is not ok with same-sex behavior. 
Frankly, the two verses that we looked at last week, state this truth clearly enough. The simple fact of the matter, is that 
anyone who follows basic principles of Bible interpretation, can easily see how God feels about same-sex behavior: it’s a 
sin. “Romans 1:26–27 contains the clearest teaching in the New Testament on homosexuality. In this section Paul 
described the practice as “shameful,” “unnatural,” … The Old Testament specifically prohibits homosexuality. Leviticus 
18:22 says, “Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable.”… In 1 Corinthians 6:9–10 Paul 
specifically said that “homosexual offenders” will not “inherit the kingdom of God.” Against this background it is difficult to 
understand why some contemporary teachers—even some who claim to be biblical—make allowance for a practice 
clearly condemned in both the Old and the New Testaments. Achtemeier writes that the kind of life Paul described in 
verses 26–27 “cannot be understood as an alternative lifestyle, somehow acceptable to God” but rather as “a sign of one 
of the forms God’s wrath takes when he allows us free reign to continue in our abuse of creation and in our abuse of one 
another as creatures. …The sexual drive itself is wholesome and good. It is God’s way of providing both pleasure and 
progeny. When directed toward a person of the same sex, it abandons its God-given purpose and becomes a degrading 
passion.” (Robert H. Mounce, Romans, vol. 27, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 1995), 82–83.) 

https://efcbemidji.org/sermons/


and it’s a sin for heterosexuals. We talked about this last week, about God’s VERY 
good gift of sex, and His creative design for sex to be between one man and one 
woman in a marriage covenant. So our sermon today is titled “Navigating Same-Sex 
Attraction.”3 The outline for this message will come in the form of a 3-fold 
apology. An apology from me, to anyone who’s experiencing same-sex attraction. And 
to be clear, the apology is to anyone who is experiencing same-sex attraction, whether 
you’re wrestling against these feelings, or whether your embracing them, and choosing 
to live an openly gay life-style. Be that as it may, I owe each of you an apology. As do 
many other pastors and churches. Before I explain what I mean, I need to make a 
disclaimer: I’m far from an expert on this topic. There are plenty of other people who 
are far more knowledgeable and experienced in addressing this topic. In fact, that’s 
one of the reasons we’ve included a list of resources in today’s bulletin.4 I encourage 
you to look that list over and pursue those resources for further help & hope. So, if I’m 
not an expert on the topic of same-sex attraction, why am I even wading into the 
discussion? Well, simply put, because I’m a pastor, and it’s my job to shepherd the 
sheep, ALL of the sheep. And what I’ve come to realize more and more, over 30+ 
years of ministry, is that many sheep, even many who are deeply devoted followers of 
Jesus, struggle with same-sex attraction. 
 
So, I apologize to those of you who are experiencing SSA because… 
1. Some of us have failed to make ourselves aware of you. Back in the early 
1990’s, I was just a young punk pastor fresh out of Bible college. Man was I ever smart 
back then! I mean, I knew everything there was to know about the Bible! I could lay out 
a clear biblical apologetic for every issue under the sun, including the evidence for why 
homosexual behavior is a sin. However, sadly, in the midst of my overinflated sense of 
confidence, I had a significant blind spot. 1 Corinthians 8:1 says, “…knowledge puffs 
up while love builds up.” You see, I was well-intentioned, but I was puffed up with 
knowledge. I was naïve, which is really just a nice way of saying that I was arrogant. I 
thought that having the right theological position about same-sex behavior was all that I 
needed. And to be more specific, all that the sheep in my youth group needed. Rather 
than using this knowledge to build people up, I was unintentionally tearing some of 
them down. In other words, without realizing it, I was failing to love the people around 
me who were struggling with same-sex attraction. I was failing to love them, failing to 
offer them the help and hope that can be found in Christ. 1 Corinthians 13:2 comes to 
mind, “If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.” 
There was a young man named Tim, who attended the Robbinsdale Baptist Church 
youth group where I was serving as Youth Pastor. Tim was in high school, but he was 
a smaller guy.5 Unfortunately, this often led to him being picked on by the older, 
stronger guys. I did all I could to look out for him and protect him. I held the other guys 

 
3 This sermon will not be our typical approach of examining a particular text of Scripture, but rather we’re going to examine 
a particular topic: “Navigating Same-Sex Attraction.” 
4 https://efcbemidji.org/article/bulletin-march-5-2023/  
5 For any of my old groupies who might be reading this, I am NOT referring to Timothy Allen. This is an entirely different 
Tim from the early 1990’s. 

https://efcbemidji.org/article/bulletin-march-5-2023/


accountable, often calling them out publicly for not treating him better. I liked Tim, he 
was a nice young man. But, there was one key thing that I failed to do as Tim’s Youth 
Pastor; I failed to help him in his struggle with same-sex attraction. Now to be fair, I 
had absolutely no idea, whatsoever, that he was struggling with this. But, to be equally 
fair, I wrongly assumed that nobody at our youth group was experiencing same-sex 
attraction. Boy was I ever wrong! But since then, I’ve become much more attentive to 
the fact that same-sex attraction is a very real component of many people’s lives. I’ve 
done my best to not repeat the mistake that I made with Tim. I deeply regret that 
mistake, and Tim, is one of the reasons I’m issuing this public apology today. 
 
Now for those of you who are younger, this apology probably doesn’t make much 
sense. You’re growing up in a much different world than that of the 1990’s. You see, 
there used to be a policy in our country called, “don’t ask, don’t tell.” Wikipedia offers 
us a good summary: "Don't ask, don't tell" …was the official United States policy on 
military service of non-heterosexual people, instituted during the Clinton administration. 
The policy was issued under the Department of Defense… [in] 1993, and was in effect 
from… 1994-2011. The policy prohibited military personnel from discriminating against,  
or harassing, closeted homosexual or bisexual service members… while barring 
openly gay, lesbian, or bisexual persons from military service.”6 In other words, our 
country used to address the issue of same-sex attraction by not addressing it, by NOT 
talking about it: “Don’t ask, Don’t tell”. We all just kind of pretended it didn’t really exist. 
And, unfortunately, many of us pastors and churches took a similar approach, we won’t 
ASK you, and we’d prefer you don’t TELL us. But that’s never a good way to deal with 
real-life concerns, and I hope we’ve all learned our lesson on this one. 
 
Some of us have failed to make ourselves aware of those of you who are experiencing 
same-sex attraction. It’s why I feel compelled not only to offer this apology on my own 
behalf, but also on behalf of many other pastors and churches, who, like me, may have 
made their own mistakes in this area. So if you’re listening to this message, and you, 
or someone you know, has been contending with same-sex attraction, I want you to 
know that I’m sorry, that we haven’t been better pastors for you. I’m sorry, that we 
haven’t been a better church community for you. We’ve been QUICK with our 
theological positions, but SLOW to offer meaningful help to people who are in the midst 
of this confusing and difficult struggle. So for that, I apologize. I titled today’s message 
“Navigating SSA” for two reasons. First of all, 1) I’m committed to getting better at 
“Navigating SSA” as a church. I want to be a better pastor, a better shepherd for those 
who are on this journey. And if I don’t have the particular skills and ability to help 
someone directly, I want to help people get connected to someone who can. I also 
want our church, E-Free Bemidji, to be a place that offers meaningful resources to 
people who are in the throes of same-sex attraction, or same-sex behavior. The 2nd 
reason for this message title is that 2) I want anyone who is “Navigating SSA” to know 
that there is help and there is hope. So, if you, or someone you know, is experiencing 

 
6 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don't_ask,_don't_tell  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don't_ask,_don't_tell


same-sex attraction, you don’t have to navigate it alone. E-Free Bemidji is a safe place 
to get some help.  
 
I invite you to take a look at today’s bulletin insert (there’s a link in to it in footnote #4), 
“Same-Sex Attraction Resources for Help & Hope.” There are three sections on here; 
the first one is books. We’ve only listed three, but each of them contains the testimony 
of someone who is navigating same-sex attraction AND is following Jesus faithfully. I’d 
encourage you to consider buying one of them and reading it.7  The next section is 
handouts. These are available by contacting the church office.8 The final section is 
people. Reading information about “Navigating Same-Sex Attraction” can only go so 
far. At some point, lasting help and hope, will require someone else to navigate this 
journey with you. We all need the support and encouragement of another human 
being. In other words, we want to be the kind of church where people “DO ask and DO 
tell.” So please, let us know if you need help. There’s a list of people at the bottom of 
that sheet who are willing to help.9 Even though some of us pastors and churches have 
been woefully unaware of these needs in the past, we’re getting better. And we’re 
eager to help anyone who is in the midst of this struggle. Our current sermon series is 
“A Gospel that Sets Things Right.” This same gospel calls pastors and churches to set 
things right where we’ve previously fallen short. 
 
The 2nd thing I’d like to apologize for is that… 
2. Some of us have been mean and unChristlike. In contrast to those of us who’ve 
failed to make ourselves aware, there are some pastors and churches who’ve been all 
too aware. Some groups have approached the reality of same-sex attraction with 
extreme hostility and self-righteous judgment. I won’t go into detail here, but picketing 
at events with signs that say things like “God Hates Gays” is not a proper gospel 
response. And these people often use words that are much more hurtful and offensive 
than “gay.” I’m intentionally choosing not to repeat those mean and derogatory words.10 

 
7 Our prayer is that one of these real-life testimonies will be a source of help and hope for you in your own journey. 
Obviously, everyone’s journey is unique to them. But oftentimes, hearing how someone else has navigated the course, 
gives us the courage and confidence that we need in navigating our own.  
8 One of these handouts is a sermon by our very own Pastor Emeritus, Fred Martin, preached back in 2012. I think you’ll 
find it helpful. The other one is a short article by Jackie Hill Perry. It’s a brief introduction to her own story of Navigating 
SSA. To hear more, you’ll want to get her book, “Gay Girl, Good God.” 
9 All 3 of us pastors are very willing to pray with you, talk with you, and help you in any way that we can. I’ll admit, that 
none of us has particular training in this area, but we’re committed to helping people with whatever they may be going 
through. And if we can’t help with your particular need, then we’ll do our best to help you find someone who can. There’s 
also has a confidential email: conquerme11@yahoo.com. This will put you in touch with our men’s ministry, and our Men’s 
Conquer Series. The last item is a website: www.outpostministries.org This is a group based out of the Twin Cities, but 
they help people throughout the region. They describe their ministry this way: “to meet the needs of men and women 
seeking freedom from unwanted same-sex attractions.” 
10 There’s a rapidly changing and steep learning curve here on which terms are appropriately respectful and accurate. For 
example, even though we might not agree with their approach, the American Psychological Association suggests that 
“The term sexual orientation is preferred to sexual preference for psychological writing and refers to sexual and affectional 
relationships of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and heterosexual people. The word preference suggests a degree of voluntary 
choice that is not necessarily reported by lesbians and gay men and that has not been demonstrated in psychological 
research. The terms lesbian sexual orientation, heterosexual sexual orientation, gay male sexual orientation, and bisexual 
sexual orientation are preferable to lesbianism, heterosexuality, homosexuality, and bisexuality. The former terms focus 
on people, and some of the latter terms have in the past been associated with pathology.” 
https://www.apa.org/pi/lgbt/resources/language  

mailto:conquerme11@yahoo.com
http://www.outpostministries.org/
https://www.apa.org/pi/lgbt/resources/language


This kind of reaction is not only an overreaction, it’s a wrong reaction. This is not how 
the gospel sets things right in our world.11 So, I’m sorry for this kind of behavior, 
especially from those who publicly declare that they’re doing this “in the name of God.” 
This type of animosity and hatred toward people does not accurately reflect God’s 
heart toward those who are struggling. Just to be clear, I’m not suggesting that we 
backpedal on God’s definition of sinful behavior. Certainly, there’s a place for us to 
agree with God that He alone has the right to define what’s right and wrong (We talked 
about this last week). What I’m saying here, is that this kind of mean and unChristlike 
behavior, should have no place among pastors and churches. It’s an overreaction to a 
sin by people who feel uncomfortable about it. But that doesn’t give anyone permission 
to respond with hostile words and actions, against the very people who need our help 
and support. “A Gospel that Sets Things Right” takes sin seriously, but it also 
remembers the words which are right around the corner in our sermon series… 
Romans 2:4, “…God’s KINDNESS is intended to lead you to repentance.” So, in light 
of those who’ve reacted in these ungodly ways, I sincerely apologize. Please know 
this: they do not represent the heart of God, or the heart of a gospel-centered church. 
 
Now there’s one other apology that I’d like to give today, and I hope that you’ll hear me 
out on this one. Unfortunately, in addition to all of the other confusion that you may be 
feeling about same-sex attraction, some of us have added even further confusion. In 
what may very well be a well-intentioned effort to love and accept people who are 
experiencing same-sex attraction, I’m sorry to say that some churches, have made a 
bit of an overcorrection in the opposite direction of the group we just talked about. The 
3rd thing I’d like to apologize for is that… 
3. Some of us have given our wrongful approval of sin. In other words, rather than 
openly denouncing same-sex behavior, some pastors and churches have chosen to 
openly celebrate it. They would wholeheartedly agree with what was said earlier that, 
historically, we’ve fallen short of helping people who are experiencing same-sex 
attraction. However, their response to this shortfall, has been to swing the pendulum 
too far in the other direction. So some people, who claim to represent the name of 
Jesus and biblical teaching, have given their public support, not just to those who are 
navigating same-sex attraction, but also to those who are choosing same-sex 
behavior. This is directly connected to the wrongful approval that we talked about last 
week. Romans 1:32 told us, “…they not only continue to do these very things but also 
approve of those who practice them.”12 To be clear, this approving of sin in verse 32, 
isn’t just referring to same-sex behavior, but to all of the many sins, listed at the end of 
Romans 1. However, same-sex behavior is certainly one of the sins about which we’re 
warned to not give our approval. We talked about this warning in last week’s message. 

 
11 Rick Warren once said, “Our culture has accepted two huge lies: The first is that if you disagree with someone’s 
lifestyle, you must fear them or hate them. The second is that to love someone means you agree with everything they 
believe or do. Both are nonsense. You don’t have to compromise convictions to be compassionate.” 
12 Isaiah 5:20-21 declares, “Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for 
darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their 
own sight.” 



Romans 14:22 declares, “…Blessed is the one who does not condemn himself by what 
he approves.”13 14 
 
You see, failing to make ourselves aware of those who are experiencing same-sex 
attraction was wrong. Being mean and unChristlike is also wrong. But, it’s equally 
wrong, to give our explicit and public endorsement of a sin that will separate someone 
from God; a sin that will put someone in danger of God’s wrath.15 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 
asks us a question, and then warns us not to be deceived, “Or do you not know that 
wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the 
sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor 
thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the 
kingdom of God.” So my third and final apology this morning, is that I’m sorry that 
some pastors and churches have become careless in what they’re teaching. To be 
brutally honest with you though, this goes well beyond carelessness. What we’re 
talking about here is the false teaching of a false gospel. And the fact is, God does not 
take false teaching lightly. It’s actually something with which God has very little 
patience, because false teaching keeps us from a right understanding of our need for 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.16 17 You see, in our day and age, it’s easy to find a church 
that will tell you just what you want to hear.18 19 But what you WANT to hear may not be 
what your SOUL, NEEDS to hear.20 
 

 
13 Jesus’ words in Matthew 18:7 comes to mind, “Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to stumble! 
Such things must come, but woe to the person through whom they come!” 
14 Romans 1:18 told us that God’s wrath is being revealed against “…people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness.” 
Verse 32 now forms a kind of bookend with verse 18. In other words, approving of the sins of others is one of the ways 
that people suppress God’s truth. Whether this is intentionally malicious, or just unintentionally careless, the fact still 
remains that approving of the sins of others is a way of taking sides against the righteousness of God. It’s a way of 
opposing the gospel, opposing God’s desire to set things right in this world. 
15 Consider the warning in Ephesians 5:3-7, “But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any 
kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk 
or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or 
greedy person—such a person is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one 
deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient. Therefore 
do not be partners with them.” 
16 A right response to God’s truth is repentance and faith, a wrong response is ongoing personal rebellion and outright 
public promotion of sin. This brings us full circle with the people back in verse 18 “who suppress the truth by their 
wickedness.”  If you’re got the stomach for it, consider reading 2 Peter chapter 2. But, I’m warning you, it’s quite sobering. 
17 “People who label sin as good or natural or noble are doing great damage to the morals of a society, for eventually it 
becomes an acceptable behavior and people are no longer conscious of their sin.” Douglas J. Moo, Encountering the 
Book of Romans, 2nd Ed., Baker, Grand Rapids, MI, 2014, p. 43. 
18 “The extreme of sin is applauding, rather than regretting, the sins of others.” NIV Study Bible, Zondervan, Grand 
Rapids, MI, 2011, p. 1891 footnote on Romans 1: 
19 1 Corinthians 15:33-34 warns, “Do not be misled: ‘Bad company corrupts good character.’ Come back to your senses 
as you ought, and stop sinning; for there are some who are ignorant of God—I say this to your shame.” The context here 
is regarding a dangerous teaching that was going around at this time in history. Some people were saying that there is no 
resurrection from the dead, which would include the resurrection of Jesus. Thus, this “bad company” was threatening to 
corrupt the faith and doctrine of believers, potentially leading them away from good character. Wrong belief leads to wrong 
behavior. See NIV Study Bible, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI, 2011, p. 1946 footnote on 1 Corinthians 15:33-34: 
20 2 Timothy 4:3-4 gives us a timely warning, “For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. 
Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears 
want to hear. They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.” 



If you’re experiencing same-sex attraction, I’ve got some great gospel news for you 
today: 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 is followed by words of hope in verse 11! 1 Corinthians 
6:11 goes on to say this, “…And THAT is what some of you WERE. But you were 
washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and by the Spirit of our God.” In other words, some of them had been participating in 
same-sex behavior, but they found help and hope in the gospel of Jesus Christ! If your 
same-sex attraction has led you into the sin of same-sex behavior, the gospel of Jesus 
Christ can set things right. You can be washed; you can be sanctified and made holy.  
You can be justified, made righteous, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the 
Spirit of our God. Notice that little word “our,” at the end of verse 11, “OUR God.” 
Same-sex attraction does not have to have the final word in your life’s trajectory. God 
can be your God; you can belong to Him and find your identity in Him. The Good News 
of the gospel is that through faith in Jesus Christ, there is help and hope for any 
attraction, or any temptation, we face.21 And this is something for which I will not 
apologize: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation 
to everyone who believes!”22 

 
21 See 1 Corinthians 10:13. Hebrews 4:15-16 says, “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 
weaknesses, but we have one [Jesus] who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. Let us then 
approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of 
need.” Now, this verse isn’t saying that Jesus faced every single temptation possible, but it is saying that He was tempted 
in “every WAY.” In other words, “He did not have each temptation we have but experienced the whole range of our 
temptations.” (The NIV Study Bible, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI, 2011, p. 2072 footnote on Hebrews 4:15.) In other 
words, Jesus understands sexual temptation, because He was “tempted in every way.” The major difference, is that “He 
did not sin.” So Jesus knows how to have victory over temptation and sin! And this is very, very good news for every one 
of us, whether we are sexually tempted toward the same sex or the opposite sex. If you’re experiencing same-sex 
attraction, you need to know what all of us need to know: God loves YOU. He sent Jesus to die on the cross for YOU. He 
desires to be in a relationship with you, to redeem you, and renew you, and restore you. He offers to give you a whole 
new identity in Christ. You can become His child, part of His family. Holy and healthy and fully loved and accepted. 
22 Romans 1:16 


