E-FREE BEMIDJI

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 18, 2026

BECOMING DEEPLY DEVOTED FOLLOWERS OF JESUS TOGETHER

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday, October 18

9:30 am - Worship Service (Sanctuary)

9:45 am - Kids/Beginners Church

11:00 am - Connection Time (Connection Cafe)
Adult Bible Study - Gospel of John (Rm 10)
Family Sunday School (Youth Room)
Getting (Re)Started (West Chapel)
Young Families Class (East Chapel)

Monday, October 19
6:30 pm - Overflow (Connection Café

Tuesday, October 20
10:00 am - Women's Bible Study (Fireside Room)
6:30 pm - Celebrate Recovery (Room 10)

Wednesday, October 21
7:30 am - Men's Bible Study (Chapel)
5:00 pm - Wednesday Night Meal - Hot Dogs
6:00 pm - Kids Club/Youth Group
Evans Life Group

Thursday, October 22
10:00 am - Halverson Life Group (Fireside Room)
6:30 pm - Music Team Practice (Sanctuary)
6:30 pm - Women's Bible Study Fellowship

(E/W Chapel, Room 4 & Youth Room)

Sunday, October 25

9:30 am - Worship Service (Sanctuary)

9:45 am - Kids/Beginners Church

11:00 am - All-Church Potluck (Gym)

12:00 noon - Congregational Meeting (Sanctuary)

TITHES & OFFERINGS

Giving through October 11, 2026

Giving YTD: $555,874
Total Offerings/Gifts: $628,301
Needed YTD: $647,390

$ Over/(Short): ($19,089) ONLINE GIVING

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18TH

9:30 am - Worship Service

Prelude: Laura Engelstad, piano

There Is Power in the Blood

Death Was Arrested

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)
Offertory: Choir, “Revelation Song”
Scripture Reading: 1 Pet. 5:1-11, LaDon Howes
Message: Pastor Ken Polley

Yet Not |, But Through Christ in Me

Upcoming Sermon Schedule

October 25th: Invitation to Trust - Part 3 (Philippians 4:4-9)

Mark Your Calendars

Oct. 25th, All-Church Potluck 11:00 am (Gym)
Congregational Meeting 12:00 pm (Sanctuary)
Oct 30" Trunk or Treat 4pm-7pm

Visit efcbemidji.org/events
for the complete calendar




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Meet Our Church Officer Nominees

Joe Adams
Elder Nominee

Scott Engelstad
Elder Nominee

Peter Eriksson
Trustee Nominee

Holly Howes
Trustee Nominee

Maria Raukar
Global Conn.
Chair Nominee

Mark Carlson
Elder Nominee

Randy McKain
Elder Nominee

Stephen Helweg
Trustee Nominee

Matt Myrick
Trustee Nominee

Laura Engelstad
Church Clerk
Nominee

OCTOBER 18, 2026

Schedule a chat with Pastor Ken.

Help our new Interim Pastor get to know our church
family. Stop by the church office, or contact the
office at efreeepaulbunyan.net or 218-751-8834 to
schedule an appointment.

A Note From the Elders
Pray for all of our staff and Pastor Ken as they
begin to work together.

Lost and Found

We have two locations for lost and found items:
one by the main entrance, and in the office for
valuables. Please check the office as we do have a
few valuables.

Roger Anderson Homegoing

A long time former church member, Roger
Anderson, has gone home to heaven. He was 91
years old. He and his wife Muriel were a huge part
of our church from the mid 1970s to 2000. They
are both now celebrating in Glory!

Memorial Book

To the glory of God and in loving memory of
Hattie Kortekamp, a Memorial Gift toward
Hymnals was presented by a Friend 1985.

Now Hiring: Office Manager

Please pray for our search for our next Office
Manager. The job description is available in the
office or on our website (efcbemidji.org/jobs).
Applicants can email efreeepaulbunyan.net with a
letter of inquiry and resume.

October Women's Overflow

Ladies - Oct. 19th is Overflow! We'll meet in the
Connection Cafe from 6:30-8:00 pm to hear Launa
Schlador speak about "Searching for Wisdom."
We'll go on a scriptural treasure hunt to mine gems
from God's Word in Job 28. Stop by the Women's

Ministry table to let us know if you're coming and

to pick up a reminder invite to pass along to a
friend. See you there!

Text efree to 94000 join our text notification system.
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STUDENT MINISTRIES

Youth Sunday School

6th - 12th Graders are welcome to join us during our Sunday School hour! We will meet in the
5:11 Room following service and we will spend time hanging out, spending time in God's word,
and doughnuts will be present as well!

-l would also invite those who want to get to know our students better to join us! We are in
need of a couple male and female leaders. Please see Pastor Shane for more details and
information.

YOUTH MINISTRY

We are going strong this year as we've been walking through what it looks like to Become
People of Worship!

Please continue to pray for our students and leaders as we continue on in this month's theme
of Prayer. 1Thessalonians 5:16-18 reminds us - "Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give
thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you."

Blessings,
Pastor Shane




OCTOBER 18, 2026

E-FREE KIDS

Our goal is to share the love, grace, and truth of God that we learn in His Word, and to make
Jesus known to children, parents, caregivers, and volunteers. We do this by gathering together,
seeking God's truth in the Bible, building relationships through discipleship, and sharing how
the Holy Spirit is working in our hearts and lives so that we live, love, and speak more like Jesus.

You are invited to participate in this goal of Kids Ministry. We would love for you to pray, serve,
encourage, teach, share your faith, and make an impact that could change a child's/parent's
life forever!

We are always in need of volunteers to help kids learn about Jesus, practice obedience to the
Holy Spirit, and build relationships. If you feel lead to serve in one of these areas, please
contact Amy Graf at:

agrafeefcbemidji.org
218-751-8834 (church office)

Volunteers Needed on Wednesday Nights:
Nursery/childcare helpers (substitutes)
Substitute Small Group Leaders/helpers
Supply/Snack/Craft coordinator
Substitute Awareness Team
Classroom Support/helpers
**Prayer leaders for P.O.P. (Place Of Prayer) - (This is a place for kids/adults to come for
prayer). They can "POP" in and "POP" out when needed and be prayed for by a leader.

Volunteers Needed for Sunday Mornings:
Nursery/childcare helpers and substitutes during the 9:30 service and 10:45-12pm Sunday
School hour.
Beginner's church teachers/helpers - (PreK class - 4year olds-1st grade)
Kids church teachers/helpers - (2nd - 5th graders in Assembly Room)
Awareness Team on the lower level on Sunday mornings
Sunday School Substitute teacher/helper - (PreK - Ist in the PreK classroom)11-11:45am.

Continued on next page -->
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Sunday School at 11 am
Nursery is provided at 11 am for Sunday School

Our Nursery is from 0-3 year old children. If your child begins the schoolyear at 3, then turns 4
within the schoolyear, they are still able to attend the nursery. Children must be 4 before Sept.
Ist to attend PreK-1st Sunday School, Beginner's Church, or Kids Club. **The only exception is if
a parent/grandparent/caregiver/teenage sibling would like to remain with the 3 or 4 year old
in the class or Beginner's church time.

Promotions from Nursery to the PreK class (when a child is 4 before Sept. 1st) happen in August
each year. (please reach out to Amy Graf if you have any questions)

PreK - 1st Grade is in the PreK classroom on the lower level. Please re-check in your child after
you pick them up from Beginners/Kids church. These students are continuing their study on
Answers in Genesis (going through the Old Testament, and memorizing Scripture through
songs.

Family Sunday School for all ages

Anyone can attend. Family Sunday School offered in the youth room at 11:00 am. Singles,
families, youth, kids (2nd grade and up is the best age for kids for this study, and they must
attend with a parent/caregiver). This is an 8-week study/practice of different spiritual
disciplines.

"Practicing the Way" is a practical way to practice prayer, Biblical study, solitude, Sabbath,
serving, giving, healing, confession, fasting, community, and communion with God. This will give
us an opportunity to share how God is working in our lives each week through these
daily/weekly practices.

Save The Date!! October 30th - E-Free "Trunk or Treat" 4:00 - 7:00pm sponsored by the
Youth and Kids Ministry.

Anyone can sign up to host a vehicle, give our candy or prizes, and share God's love.

**When you host a vehicle, you are responsible for your own decorations of your vehicle,
candy, and prizes. **Please NO scary items or themes for your vehicle. A couple of examples
for great themes are:

Sports themes, Camp themes, Dancing/disco themes, kids movie themes, Scripture themes, or
puns - "God's love is purrrfect - with a cat".

Looking forward to this new outreach opportunity to share God's love with our community!

*Please reach out to Amy Graf if you have any questions or would like to sign up.
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