
WELCOME
A PASTOR'S NOTE 

Thank you for picking up this Easter Holy 
Week Devotional from Richland Creek!

We wrote this booklet to encourage the 
members of our church and others in our 
community as you consider Christ during 
this Easter season. We encourage you to 
read it daily, in the week between Palm 
Sunday and Easter Sunday, either personally 
or with your family. If you are a member of 
our church, this will be a way for all of us 
to reflect together on the beauty and glory of Christ. If you have 
been given this booklet as a gift, or just picked it up somewhere, 
consider it our invitation to you to consider Christ with us. The daily 
devotions begin with a short reading for Palm Sunday and continue 
daily until Easter Sunday morning.

This booklet also has a few other features. It includes a listing of the 
sermons during our weekly gatherings from March 26 - April 30 and 
our Good Friday service on April 7. We hope you will join us and 
discover more about Christ as we walk through the Bible together 
– not just Christ’s death and resurrection but also His life on earth, 
His continuing ministry in heaven, and His promised return! 

And on the next couple of pages, we have included a fun family 
Easter activity along with some information of the core of our 
church’s beliefs – what the Bible calls the Gospel.

Again, thank you for picking up this booklet. Please know we are 
praying for you as you consider and glorify the Christ.

By Grace, 

M I K E  P O W E R S 
Vision & Preaching Pastor 
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THE CHRIST
SIX WEEK EASTER SERMON SERIES 

CELEBRATE

E A S T E R 
APRIL 9 AT 9 AM, 10:30 AM, & 11:45 AM 

¡Los domingos a las 10:30 am 
ofrecemos traducción al Español!

GO OD FRIDAY SERVICE
APRIL 7 AT 6:30 PM

for childcare availability visit 
r i c h l a n d c r e e k . c o m / e a s t e r

This Easter, our church will be taking a journey through the life 
of Christ. For the next six weeks, Pastor Mike Powers will lead us 

through a study on “The Christ.” We will begin looking at 
His journey into Jerusalem to be crucified and end 

with His final return at the end of time. 

Be sure to join us on Good Friday, April 7th, to remember His 
death and Easter Sunday, April 9th, to celebrate His resurrection!

SUNDAY, MARCH 26 -  SUNDAY, APRIL 30 
9:00 AM & 10:30 AM 



3

GOD

The story of the world begins with God. Before anything else came 
into being, God simply was. The Bible doesn’t try to prove God’s 
existence, it assumes God’s existence: 

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” 
(Genesis 1:1). 

The Bible goes on to describe not only creation, but also what kind 
of Creator God is: Good, Righteous, True, Lovely, Pure, and Just. 
Because God is such a perfect Creator, He wants everything He has 
made to find its true purpose in honoring Him (Deuteronomy 10:14; 
Psalm 24:1).

PEOPLE

With such a beautiful and awesome Creator, you might be wondering 
how the Bible explains all of the pain and destruction we see in our 
world. The Bible does not skirt around this issue but confronts it 
directly: People are the problem. Even though God placed people 
(which Genesis 1:26-28 describe as the pinnacle of God’s creative 
work) in a very good world, we marred this world by choosing to 
honor ourselves rather than God. This fundamental choice, which 
began with the very first people, now continues in all of us. The 
writer of the New Testament book of Romans puts it this way: 

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23). 

The Bible is also clear about the consequences of our sinful choices. 
When we sin, we destroy our chance for a relationship with God 
and wreak havoc on our relationships with others. The result: War, 
famine, abuse,  and conflict mark our world. But that’s not even the 
worst part. 

THE GOSPEL
WHAT IS IT? WHO IS IT  FOR? 
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Because we do not honor God, we cut ourselves off from the source 
of life: 

“…for the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). 

Death is what we have chosen for ourselves, even if we don’t often 
realize it.

CHRIST

If we don’t even fundamentally recognize our sin problem, how can 
we fix it? How can we repair this relationship with the God who 
created us? We can’t. There is no number of good works we can do, 
or religious rituals we can conduct, to span the gulf between sinful 
people and a righteous God. Our only hope is God Himself. In 
addition to His beauty and perfection, the Bible tells us that God is 
merciful – that is, He shows favor to those who don’t deserve it. He 
did this not just by revealing who He is in the Bible, but ultimately 
by sending His Son, who is God Himself, to live among us as one of 
us. Jesus was fully God and fully human in one person, and He lived 
a life of absolute moral perfection. He was perfectly loving, kind, 
generous and peaceful to everyone, all of the time – and His life 
abruptly and violently ended when He was killed on a cross.

Jesus’ death, though, was not a senseless tragedy; it was a divine 
gift. You see, Jesus died a death He did not deserve to open a 
way for sinners, like you and me, to receive forgiveness. Remember, 
God is perfectly just, and so He must punish sin. Since Jesus’ death 
didn’t pay the penalty for His own sins (He didn’t have any), it now 
can pay the penalty for ours. God considers our sin debt paid 
because of Christ’s death. And the good news gets even better: 
Jesus miraculously rose from the dead three days after He died. His 
bodily resurrection opens the way for life beyond death for those 
who follow Him.

RESPONSE

How, then, do sinful human beings like us come to have our sins 
forgiven in Christ, to have Christ’s perfect righteousness credited to 
us, to have God treat us just like He would His own Son? 
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The Bible’s clear answer is faith. 

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is 
not your own doing; it is a gift of God, not a result of works, 
so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

If you are reading this and you have never trusted Christ for salvation, 
you can consider this God’s divine invitation: Believe in Jesus, and 
His death, burial, and resurrection, and give honor to Him as Lord 
of your life. 

If you believe in Christ, and by faith trust Him as your 
Lord, then God will consider you forgiven of sin and 
righteous before God.

This news might seem too good to be true, but Jesus Himself 
affirmed all of this: 

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father, except through me” (John 14:6). 

This true story – of a Creator God, sinfully broken people, a 
wonderful Savior, and an invitation to faith – is the Gospel, and it is 
available to you!

If you have questions or would like to talk about your decision to 
trust Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, please let a Pastor know 
today by calling the church office. We would love to talk with you. 

DO YOU HAVE QUESTIONS? 
CONTACT OUR PASTORS AT 919-556-9292 

OR EMAIL QUESTIONS TO 
COMMUNICATIONS@RICHLANDCREEK.COM
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INGREDIENTS
• Marshmallows
• 2 Tablespoons melted butter in a bowl
• Cinnamon & sugar mixture 
(1/2 cup granulated sugar & 1 tablespoon cinnamon – to taste) in a 
bowl
•1 can of refrigerated crescent rolls

INSTRUCTIONS
WHILE THE OVEN IS PREHEATING: 
Read John 19:28-30

Say: “Today we are going to make a fun and tasty treat that will help us 
remember why we celebrate Easter. Easter is a time when we remember 
the love that God has for us and how He showed that love by sending 
Jesus for a purpose. Jesus came so He would take the punishment for 
your sins, my sins, everyone’s sins. Jesus had to die in order for anyone 
to go to heaven and live with God forever.”

Read John 19:38-42
Place the rolls flat on the parchment paper or greased baking sheet 
(they will look like triangles) 

Say: “We are going to use our imagination and pretend that these rolls 
are like the linen cloths that Jesus was wrapped in according to the 
customs of the Jews at that time in the Bible.”

Have your child coat one marshmallow in the melted butter. 

Say: “The marshmallow will be Jesus and the butter are the oils they 
used when anointing a body that would be buried.”

After the marshmallow is completely coated in the melted butter, have 
your child roll it in the cinnamon & sugar mixture.

Say: Just like we pretended the butter is the oil, this mixture are the 
spices they would have used.

Place one marshmallow in the center of a crescent triangle and fold the 
dough around the marshmallow and pinch the edges tightly together, 

THE EMPTY TOMB
RESURRECTION ROLLS
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THIS IS WHY WE CELEBRATE 
EASTER, TO REMEMBER JESUS 

AND WHAT HE DID FOR US.

“For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have eternal life." 

John 3:16 

being sure there are no gaps. (It is possible that no matter how much 
you pinch the dough closed, you will still get leaks! Don’t stress about 
this part too much). 

Say: “Just like Joseph and Nicodemus prepared the body of Jesus to be 
buried, we too prepared Jesus to be placed into the tomb.”

After you have prepared all the rolls in the can, place them in the oven 
and bake according to the package instructions.
 
Say: "When Jesus died, the day turned as if it was nighttime. Our oven 
will be the tomb in which Jesus was laid. We need to wait 3 days to see 
what will happen."

When the timer finishes or the rolls are lightly browned it’s time to “open 
the tomb.” Have your child open the oven (depending on their age and 
your wisdom) and remove the rolls to cool.

WHILE THEY ARE COOLING: 
Read Luke 24:1-9

The marshmallow ought to melt away during the baking process leaving 
only the puffed (and empty) crescent roll. Gently break one of the rolls 
open and see that the marshmallow has disappeared. 

Say: When Mary and Mary got to the tomb they saw the stone had been 
rolled away and the only thing in the tomb were the linen cloths Jesus 
had been wrapped in. The tomb was empty, Jesus had risen, defeating 
the punishment for sin…death! 
The Bible tells us that anyone who trusts that Jesus took the punishment 
for their sins, that He was buried, and that He rose three days later will 
be saved and live forever in heaven with God. 
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As he was drawing near—already on the way down the 
Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began 
to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty 
works that they had seen, saying, “Blessed is the King who 

comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in 
the highest!” And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said 

to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” He answered, “I tell 
you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” 

Luke 19:37–40

On Palm Sunday, the church remembers and rejoices that Jesus is King – 
the prophesied King of the Jews, but also the King of the whole world! Let 
us praise and thank God today that Jesus is the kindest, most generous, 
most loving King the world has ever known, or will ever know. We can trust 
Him because He is faithful, always keeping His Word to His people. We 
can serve Him because He is kind, demonstrating humility and meekness 
for us to emulate. He can follow Him because He is powerful, protecting 
us from our enemies and delivering us from death.

As you prepare for worship today, meditate on the faithfulness, kindness, 
and power of Christ in your own life. Come ready to worship Him, and 
shout “Hosanna” to His majestic name!

PALM SUNDAY APRIL 2
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“… But for this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, 
glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have 

glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” John 12:27–28

Jesus was born to die, and He knew it. He didn’t look forward to death 
– at least not in the fatalistic, hopeless way so common in the world. 
But He did know that death was in His future very shortly, which is what 
He references when He talks about His “hour.” Among the many prayers 
Jesus prayed in the days before His crucifixion, John here records Jesus 
asking for the Father to be glorified in His impending death.

In the Bible, the word “glory” doesn’t just mean fame, or everyone 
simply knowing who God is. It means everyone knowing who God is and 
recognizing God’s incalculable value and beauty. Glory means not just 
recognition, but worship. And the Father promises to glorify Himself in 
the Son’s coming death.

Consider that the immeasurable beauty, value and majesty of God are 
shown most clearly in the crucifixion of God. The Son’s self-sacrifice, 
in fulfillment of the Father’s plan and with the Spirit’s empowerment, 
demonstrates the fact that God alone deserves to be worshiped. We 
serve a God who is glorified, not by being distant and aloof and uncaring; 
but by entering into our world, taking our pain and suffering on Himself, 
and willingly giving up His life so that we might live. 

Do you want your life to point to the incalculable value, beauty, and 
majesty of God? Do you desire to glorify God not just with your words, 
but with your thoughts, with your habits, with your actions? If so, pray for 
God to give you the wisdom to pursue these goals. Thank God the Father 
for glorifying Himself through the Son, and thank Jesus for giving up His 
life for us.

C O N S I D E R  &  P R AY

GOD'S GREATEST GLORY APRIL 3
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“His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over 

much. Enter into the joy of your master.” Matthew 25:21

For followers of Jesus, our reward will not be based simply on how much 
we produce, but on our faithfulness and perseverance in the producing. 
Our focus text for today comes from Jesus’ so-called Parable of the Talents, 
which he delivered not long after His triumphal entry into Jerusalem. In 
the parable two servants are commended by their master and one servant 
is reprimanded. What do the two faithful servants have in common? They 
did what they could, with what they were given, to increase their master’s 
wealth. The worthless servant, by contrast, did nothing, and thus showed 
that he cared little for his master.

Our Master, King Jesus, has blessed His people with life, with breath, with 
His truth, and with numerous opportunities to share Him with others. What 
should our response be? Until our Master returns, we talk about Him, love 
like Him, worship Him alongside others and keep His commands. As we 
do this, we look forward to a genuine reward. Many Christians are under 
the mistaken notion that following Jesus is a mostly thankless (and often 
joyless) task. But our Lord is always watching, delighting in obedience. 
And while it is true that the Christian life is one of self-denial, that denial 
of self in this life leads to overflowing joy and self-fulfillment in the next 
(and more permanent) life.

For Christians, the eternal joy of our Master is worth every ounce of our 
effort and investment to glorify Him in the world today. The opportunity 
to live with Christ, to reign with Him, should be our ever-present thought 
and motivation. Don’t lose sight of your reward!

Do you think of your life as something to be endured or something to 
be invested? Remember that everything we are and have been given, no 
matter how insignificant or small it seems to us, has come from the Father 
for us to use for His glory. Pray for the Spirit to show you how to invest 
your time, gifts, and money for the growth of His Kingdom.

C O N S I D E R  &  P R AY

TRUE REWARD APRIL 4
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Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” 
Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you 

have no share with me.” John 13:8

In first-century Israel, foot-washing was a task often reserved for servants 
and slaves, the most menial of chores. It was unheard of for someone in 
a place of authority to perform such a task. So when Jesus, after He had 
eaten with His disciples, got up from the table and prepared to wash their 
feet, it must have been shocking. A revered teacher and leader like Jesus 
stooping so low? It was unbecoming of Jesus to do such a thing, and of 
course, Peter lets Jesus know this in the clearest way possible: “You shall 
never wash my feet.” Notice Jesus’ equally stark answer: “If I do not wash 
you, you have no share with me.”

Could it really be possible that to be a follower of Jesus means we must 
let Him serve us? This seems so backward to us. In our logic, the greater 
must always be served by the lesser. In our world, the one in authority 
always commands and demands, demonstrating dominance. And 
certainly, we must remember that Jesus does command, and even place 
certain demands on, His followers. But first, He must wash us. First, He 
must serve us.

Following Jesus begins with admitting that we can do nothing good on 
our own. It starts with receiving His grace, clothed in humility and stained 
with His blood. Before we can be filled with His Spirit to obey, we must 
humbly admit our utter dependency and allow Jesus to serve us, as only 
He can. Then, we can go into the world, as Peter did, ready to serve 
others and imitate the Lord Jesus.

In what area of your life are you practicing self-sufficiency? What are you 
holding back from Jesus, thinking you can handle it on your own? What 
have you not brought to Him, in abject humility, admitting that you need 
His grace? Pray for the Spirit to grant grace and humility, so that you can 
see anything in your life that you are holding back from Jesus.

C O N S I D E R  &  P R AY

FIRST, BE SERVED APRIL 5
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And Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before 
the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” But 
he said emphatically, “If I must die with you, I will not deny 

you.” And they all said the same. Mark 14:30–31

We are such fickle creatures. We say one thing, only to do something 
else. Human allegiances and desires can shift with moods, and though we 
often don’t mean to be this way, our inconsistency leads to broken hearts 
and broken relationships.

When Peter, followed by the other disciples, swore to Jesus, “I will not 
deny you,” they meant it. With every fiber of their being, with their whole 
hearts, they intended to follow Jesus wherever He led, including death. 
This wasn’t even their first time declaring such a sentiment, according to 
John 11:16. But here’s the problem: Less than 24 hours later, their boldness 
had dissolved into betrayal. Their courageous intentions crumbled in the 
face of Jewish jealousy and Roman tyranny. Despite their best intentions, 
they ran away when Jesus needed them the most.

We are just like them. We’d like to think we’re the exception to the rule, 
that we’ll never waver, that we’ll always stand firm. We’d like to think that 
when the going gets tough, the tough get going – but when it comes to 
spiritual courage, we fade quickly, even on our best day. We need the 
faithfulness, perseverance, forgiveness, and mercy that Jesus provides. 
Here is amazing, wonderful news: When we are at our worst, He is at His 
best. “The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in 
spirit” (Psalm 34:18).

Dear friend, Christ has a purpose for you. Despite your best intentions 
and deepest sincerity, you are utterly incapable of accomplishing His 
purpose on your own. But there’s good news: Jesus works through our 
broken promises to draw us deeper into His own merciful heart.

You have failed Christ, and you will fail Him again. But He finds you in 
your brokenness, He restores your soul, and His mercy is without end. As 
you pray, thank God for limitless grace and enjoy His overwhelming love.

C O N S I D E R  &  P R AY

BROKEN PROMISES APRIL 6
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It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness 
over the whole land until the ninth hour, while the 

sun’s light failed. And the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two. Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, 

said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And 
having said this he breathed his last. Now when the 

centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, 
saying, “Certainly this man was innocent!” And all the 
crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when 

they saw what had taken place, returned home beating 
their breasts. And all his acquaintances and the women 
who had followed him from Galilee stood at a distance 

watching these things. Luke 23:44–49

This day brings solemn blessings. It is the day that we remember the most 
heinous crime in all of human history, perpetrated by jealous religious 
leaders and tyrannical dictators – the murder of the sinless Son of God. 
Can there be anything worse than killing God’s Son? And yet, Christians 
simultaneously proclaim that this despicable act was used by God to free 
us from the clutches of sin and pay the penalty for our rebellion.

As you prepare to worship God tonight in our Communion service, 
meditate on the serious celebration that is Good Friday. Jesus died so 
that we might live. Let us hold fast to that confession, both now and 
forever.

G O O D  F R I D AY  S E R V I C E
• APRIL 7 AT 6:30 PM •

GOOD FRIDAY APRIL 7
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Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town 
of Arimathea. He was a member of the council, a good and 

righteous man, who had not consented to their decision and 
action; and he was looking for the kingdom of God. 

Luke 23:50–51

The Gospels don’t tell us a lot about Joseph of Arimathea, the man who 
arranged for Jesus’ burial. This text in Luke has more detail than the 
others. John mentions that Joseph was a follower of Jesus, but secretly 
because he feared what the other Jewish leaders would do if they found 
out. Nevertheless, he had the boldness to ask for Jesus’ body and arrange 
for a proper burial.

Luke notes that Joseph was good and righteous and was a dissenting 
vote in the Jewish council that condemned Jesus. But perhaps the 
most interesting descriptor of Joseph comes at the end of these verses: 
“he was looking for the kingdom of God.” That’s what drew Joseph to 
Jesus. Joseph was looking for God’s kingdom, and Jesus was preaching 
it. In Luke’s Gospel alone, the word “kingdom” is used 46 times. Jesus 
describes the kingdom in His teaching, summarizes the kingdom in His 
parables, and illustrates the kingdom in His miracles. Wherever Jesus 
goes, He brings the kingdom, because He is the King.

We have no idea what Joseph thought about the death of Jesus, or 
whether he kept seeking the kingdom after this. But we can learn from his 
example: To seek the kingdom is to seek the King. To know the King is to 
belong to the kingdom. And to belong to the kingdom means we are no 
longer of this world, just like Jesus (John 18:36). There is no greater joy 
than to be a stranger to the things of the world, which offer false hope, 
while pursuing the highest calling of a citizen of the kingdom of God, 
which is to be like our King.

Have you fallen into patterns of thinking, speaking, and acting that look 
more like the world than Jesus? Christians are called to renounce the 
world and seek Christ (Colossians 3:1-4). Pray with confidence that the 
Spirit will guide you into Christ’s truth so that you can follow the King.

C O N S I D E R  &  P R AY

ANOTHER KINGDOM APRIL 8
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But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they 
went to the tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. 
And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 
but when they went in they did not find the body of 

the Lord Jesus. While they were perplexed about this, 
behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. And 

as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the 
ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the 
living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 

Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 
that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of 

sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.” 
And they remembered his words, and returning from the 
tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all 

the rest. Luke 24:1–9

That first Easter Sunday morning was, in ways both literal and symbolic, 
the start of something brand new. We know from Scripture that every day 
brings new mercies from the Lord, despite the darkness of the preceding 
night (Lamentations 3:22-23; Psalm 30:5). But this day came after a 
particularly dark night, when the hopes of so many had been dashed 
by the death and burial of the one they believed to be the Messiah. An 
especially dark night, though, yields to an exceptionally bright morning, 
as God’s mercy shatters the grip of death and hell and opens a way for all 
humans to experience rebirth and eternal life.

As you prepare to worship on this Easter Sunday, meditate on the new 
mercies that come with resurrection hope. If you are in Christ, you will rise 
again, and there can be no greater cause for celebration. “Jesus said to 
her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though 
he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall 
never die’” (John 11:25–26).

E A S T E R  S U N D AY  S E R V I C E S
• APRIL 9 AT 9 AM, 10:30 AM, & 11:45 AM • 

EASTER SUNDAY APRIL 9
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UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES

MIDWEEK EQUIPPING 
Wednesday,  Apri l  12 -  May 24 at  6:30pm  

DISCOVER RICHLAND CREEK 
Starts  Sunday,  Apri l  16 at  9am 

NIGHT OF WORSHIP 
Sunday,  Apri l  30 at  6pm 

WOMEN'S COFFEE TALK 
Friday,  May 5 at  7-9pm

MEN'S BREAKFAST
Saturday,  May 20 at  8am

PRAYER MEETING  
Sunday,  May 21 at  6pm 

SENIORS LEGACY LUNCHEON
Tuesday,  June 13 at  11:30am- 1:30pm 

STUDENT SUMMER CAMP 
(Grades  6 th -  12 th) 
July 10 -  15 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
(2yrs  -  5 th Grade & Spec ia l  Fr iends )  
July 24 -  28 (6-8pm) 

CREEK PARENT CONFERENCE
September 15-16 

COME GROW WITH US 
RICHLANDCREEK.COM/UPCOMINGEVENTS


