
Miracles and Suffering 
Small Group Guide 

Warm-up Question: (Choose one, make up your own, or skip this part altogether, 
depending upon the nature of your group.)


1. Do you have a high pain tolerance? Explain. 

2. Do you prefer to make plans or figure it out as you go?


Read the following passages: John 9:1-12.


The disciples’ question suggests they held a rather simplistic view of suffering: “If 
you’re suffering, you deserve it.” This is somewhat surprising when we remember that 
they would have been familiar with the book of Job. Job’s friends assumed that Job’s 
suffering was an indication that he was guilty of a serious sin, but this was not the 
case. Job was righteous. In fact, Job’s suffering was actually intended to vindicate him.


We, like Jesus’ disciples, often have difficulty making sense of suffering, especially 
when that suffering feels unjust, meaningless, or permanent. We think that things would 
always be better if we could do away with suffering. This is not completely off the 
mark. The Scriptures indicate that followers of Jesus can look forward to a world with 
“no more death or mourning or crying or pain” (Revelation 21:4). The Scriptures also 
show us, however, that suffering plays an important role in this life. In particular, 
suffering reveals, connects, develops, and glorifies.


Questions for Discussion (Choose several that are relevant for your group):


1. Read Job 1:8-11. Describe how suffering can reveal things about ourselves we 
might otherwise not know. Can you think of a time when your response to hardship 
or suffering was better or worse than you might have thought it would be? Explain. 

2. What role might suffering play in the development of a leader? 

3. We don’t always benefit from what we suffer. Sometimes we become despondent, 
resentful, bitter, or overwhelmed. What can we do to improve how we respond to 
suffering or pain? 

4. Read Hebrews 2:18. How can suffering help us connect with others? 

5. Read 2 Corinthians 12:1-10. Describe how suffering shaped Paul’s life. How can 
suffering draw us closer to God? 



6. Read Romans 5:1-5. Paul connects suffering with perseverance, character, and 
hope. Describe the importance of these three virtues in our lives. 

7. Read Romans 8:14-17. Pauls tells followers of Jesus that we have the hope of 
sharing in Christ’s glory. What does this mean? How does the way we live now 
impact the glory we will experience in the future? (See, for example, Matthew 
6:19-21; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15.) 

Pray


