
Discussion Questions:  
 
1. Presence of a King (Hard) 
When you think about being in the presence of a king—authority, awe,
vulnerability—what stands out most to you? 
How does that shape the way you think about standing in the
presence of Jesus the King, especially as we see Him on the cross in
Luke 23? 

2. A King Who Doesn’t Save Himself (Hurt) 
In Luke 23, people mock Jesus and tell Him to “save yourself.” 
Why do you think it was essential that Jesus did not save Himself in
that moment? 
How does this challenge the way we sometimes expect Jesus to
rescue us from pain or consequences? 

3. Two Responses to the Same King (Hurdles & Hindrances) 
Both criminals saw the same Jesus on the same cross, yet responded
very differently. 
What do you notice about the difference between: 

“Save yourself and us” 
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom”? 

Where do you see yourself most often—trusting Jesus for who He is, or
for what you want Him to do? 

4. Who Is Really King? (Hard) 
The sermon suggests that when our faith is centered on outcomes,
comfort, or relief, we may still be trying to be king ourselves. 
What are some subtle ways we can follow Jesus while still resisting
His kingship in our daily lives? 

5. The Cross as a Throne (Hope) 
The centrepiece of Jesus’ lordship is not a palace, but a cross. 
How does seeing the cross as Jesus’ throne reshape: 

Your understanding of power? 
Your view of leadership? 
Your definition of greatness in the kingdom of God? 

6. Responding Like the Centurion  
The centurion witnessed Jesus’ death and declared, “Surely this was
the Son of God.” 
What did he see that led him to that conclusion? 
What might it look like for us to live this week as people who truly
believe Jesus is King—even when circumstances don’t change? 
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2025 YEAR END GIVING
As the end of the year approaches, we want to share a few tips to
help you achieve your giving goals for 2025.

Offer your gift by cash/cheque at one of the December worship
services or bring your gift to the church office prior to December
31st;
Process you gift by credit card through Church Center or
Canada Helps by December 31st;
Process your gift by e-transfer by December 31st;
Mail your gift by cheque to the church, postmarked by
December 31st

All amounts received at the church by midnight December 31  will
be included on your 2025 donation tax receipt.

st

PLEASE NOTE: The office will be closed December 25 to January 2.

SOULCARE
7 TRANSFORMATIONAL PRINCIPLES FOR A HEALTHY SOUL

Soul Care Intensive Weekend
Thursday, January 22 - Saturday, January 24

at East Side Church

Cost: $20
For more details 
and to register 
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