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Gospel According to Mark Part 21                            Dr. Lamar Allen 

1. Introduction: While Jesus and the twelve were near the Gentile city of Tyre, Jesus cast a 
demon out of the daughter of a Syrophoenician woman. When they left the vicinity of Tyre, 
they traveled northeast to Sidon and then southeast to Decapolis.  
 

 
 

2. Mark 7:32-35: Mark 7:32-35: “And they brought to him a man who was deaf and had a 
speech impediment, and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33And taking him aside 
from the crowd privately, he put his fingers into his ears, and after spitting touched his 
tongue. 34And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be 
opened.” 35And his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly.” 
• Jesus and the twelve arrived at a part of the Decapolis near the southeastern edge of the 

Sea of Galilee. A crowd soon gathered. A man was brought to Jesus who was both deaf 
and had a speech impediment. 

• People in the crowd begged Jesus to lay His hands on the man to heal him. 
• Jesus intended to heal him, but the Lord always chooses His own way of healing. He is 

not limited to any specific technique.  
• Remember Jairus (Mark 5) whose daughter was dying. He came to Jesus and said, “My 

little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she 
may be made well and live.” The girl died before Jesus reached her.  

• Jesus restored her life, not by laying on hands, but simply taking her by the hand and 
telling her to arise. The Lord always chooses His own method.  

• In this case, rather than laying on hands, Jesus heals the man in a 6-step process. 
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• (1.) Jesus took him aside to deal with the problem in private, perhaps to make the man feel 
more at ease out of the crowd and make it easier to concentrate on what Jesus was doing. 

• (2.) Being deaf, the man would not understand any questions or comments Jesus made to 
him unless the man was a good lip reader. 

• Jesus sidesteps the issue by putting His fingers into the man’s ears signifying that 
something was going to be done for his hearing and Jesus will do it. 

• (3.) Then Jesus wet his finger with saliva and touched the man’s tongue meaning something 
will be done for your speech and Jesus will do it. 

• (4.) In silent prayer, Jesus looked up to heaven the source of His power. 
• (5.) Jesus sighed as He looked to heaven. The man’s sorrows became Jesus own sorrows. 

In works of mercy, Jesus always healed the whole person. The man would be changed both 
outwardly and inwardly.  

• (6.) He spoke to the afflicted man’s whole person saying Ephphatha which means “be 
opened.” The man’s ears were opened to hear clearly, whatever hindered his speech was 
loosed so that he both heard and spoke clearly.  

3. Mark 7:36: “And Jesus charged them to tell no one. But the more he charged them, the 
more zealously they proclaimed it.” 
• The region where Jesus did this healing is the same as where He had earlier (5:1-20) cast 

out a legion of demons from a man, sending them into a herd of pigs. That man was told 
by Jesus to spread word of what had happened throughout the region of the Decapolis. 

• Why ask for silence now? Probably because the threat from those who desire to silence 
Jesus has grown significantly. Jesus knows the time for His death is near and He had much 
to do before that day.  

• He didn’t come into the world primarily to be a miracle worker. He came as Savior. The 
people’s emphasis on His healing miracles seems to be becoming a hinderance to His 
primary task.  

• Jesus is compassionate. He will heal, but He must do other necessary things like completing 
the training of the twelve. 

• The people failed to keep silent as instructed. They zealously proclaimed Jesus’ healing 
power to everyone they encountered.   

• Thus, they did the opposite of what Jesus asked them to do. Though they clearly admired 
Him, their disobedient attitude if continued would demonstrate they were not Jesus’ friends 
(John 15:14, “You are my friends if you do what I command you.”)  

4. Mark 7:37: “And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, ‘He has done all things 
well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.’” 
• Jesus’ marvelous deeds astounded the people. Though disobedient, they believed He was 

doing all things well. He even made the deaf hear and the mute speak. They rejoiced. 
• Yet they disobeyed Jesus’ request to not stir up others leading to even bigger crowds. His 

primary mission must come first. But the crowds kept coming. 
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5. Mark 8:1-3: “In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing 
to eat, he called his disciples to him and said to them, 2’I have compassion on the crowd, 
because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. 3And if I send them 
away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way. And some of them have come from 
far away.’” 
• Jesus and the twelve remained for a time in the area of Decapolis where Jesus healed the 

man of his deafness and speech impediment. 
• Later, a huge crowd gathered to hear Jesus. After they had remained with Jesus for 3 days, 

it was obvious they needed food. 
• Jesus had compassion for the people and wanted His disciples to share His compassionate 

attitude. The twelve should accept the food problem one they needed to solve. 
• All the crowd was hungry. Some had come from far away and would have a long journey 

before they could get food at home. 
• Jesus called the disciples to Him and reminded them of the people’s hunger.  

6. Mark 8:4-8a: “And his disciples answered him, ‘How can one feed these people with bread 
here in this desolate place? 5And he asked them, ‘How many loaves do you have?’ They 
said, ‘Seven.’ 6And he directed the crowd to sit down on the ground. And he took the seven 
loaves, and having given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to set before 
the people; and they set them before the crowd. 7And they had a few small fish. And having 
blessed them, he said that these also should be set before them. 8And they ate and were 
satisfied.” 
• The response of the twelve to Jesus’ spelling out the food problem was astonishment. They 

said, where can enough bread be found in this desolate area to feed such a huge crowd? 
• As He had done in a similar situation earlier, Jesus asked for an inventory of available food. 

There wasn’t much – 7 bread loaves and a few small fish. 
• But, as the familiar saying goes, little is much when God is in it. That was the case in this 

situation. Jesus told everyone to sit on the ground. 
• He blessed the food, broke the bread and the fish and had the disciples distribute food to 

everyone. They all ate and were satisfied. 
7. Mark 8:8b-9: “And they took up the broken pieces left over; seven baskets full. 9And there 

were about four thousand people. And he sent them away.” 
• After feeding the huge crowd, there was an abundance of left-overs. According to Matthew, 

4000 men plus women and children had been fed.  
• Notice, the details of this miracle are different from the earlier feeding of 5000 men plus 

women and children. Different in location, number of people, and in the food inventory. 
8. Mark 8:10: “And immediately he got into the boat with his disciples and went to the district 

of Dalmanutha.”  
• Jesus and the twelve went by boat across the Sea of Galilee, moving from the southeast 

corner to the northwest coast of the lake south of Capernaum. 
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• They left the primarily Gentile area of Decapolis and returned to Galilee. 
 

 
 
 

• Pharisees heard that Jesus was back in Galilee and came to test Him. 
• Matthew points out that Sadducees accompanied the Pharisees. The two were religious 

opponents. Why were they together to confront Jesus? 
• Galilee is ethnically mixed but much more Jewish than the Decapolis. 

9. Mark 8:11-13: “The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, seeking from him a sign 
from heaven to test him. 12And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, ‘Why does this 
generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign will be given to this generation.’ 13And 
he left them, got into the boat again, and went to the other side.” 
• The Pharisees took the initiative. No doubt they had heard of the miracles Jesus had 

performed among the Gentiles of the other side of the lake. 
• But they took the position Jesus feeding the 4000 only provided earthly bread not bread 

from heaven as Moses had done. They wanted Jesus to produce “a sign from heaven.” 
Another time when He gave them a sign, they attributed it to Beelzebub. 

• Jesus said, “Why does this generation seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign will be 
given to this generation.”  

• Then He got back into the boat and went to the east side of the lake leaving the questioners 
to the destiny they were choosing. 
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10. Mark 8: 14-21: “Now they had forgotten to bring bread, and they had only one loaf with 
them in the boat. 15And he cautioned them, saying, ‘Watch out; beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and the leaven of Herod.’ 16And they began discussing with one another the fact 
that they had no bread. 17And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, ‘Why are you discussing 
the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are your hearts 
hardened? 18Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not hear? And do you not 
remember? 19When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of 
broken pieces did you take up?’ They said to him, ‘Twelve.’ 20 ‘And the seven for the four 
thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?’ And they said to him, 
‘Seven.’ 21And he said to them, ‘Do you not yet understand?”’ 
• This incident seems to have taken place while they were crossing the lake from Dalmanutha 

on the west coast to Bethsaida on the east coast. 
• The disciples forgot to bring bread, having only one loaf with them. Jesus tells the disciples 

to beware of the danger from the words and actions of the Pharisees and Herod.  
• The Pharisees had asked for a sign from heaven, as if many such signs had not already been 

given, signs they clearly knew about. 
• The Pharisees and Scribes were focused on obedience to the Law. They were traditionalists. 

They developed and followed traditions and rules to make certain they were obedient.  
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• The priests usually were Sadducees. They were nominally committed to the Law but did 
not object to the spread of Hellenism. They rejected both the resurrection of the body and 
the immortality of the soul. They were sceptics.  

• Herod and his followers were secularists. There were also traces of secularism in the beliefs 
of the Sadducees and the Pharisees.  

• The twelve needed to be warned because they tended to give too much weight to views of 
people whose teachings were opposed to those of Jesus. 

• The twelve misinterpreted Jesus’ comment about leaven, thinking He referred to bread 
when He was referring to what was believed and taught. 

• They were worried about not having enough bread for all 13 of them. Yet they had 
witnessed Jesus multiplying a few loaves and fishes to be plenty for thousands. They 
seemed to not realize that Jesus was the source of bread. 

• Could Jesus not make one loaf sufficient for 13 people. Jesus, perhaps wearily, said “‘Do 
you not yet understand?”  

• That is a question for each of us to ponder. After all that Jesus has done, do we not 
yetunderstand who He truly is? 

 

 


