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Temperament, Character. and Spiritual Gifts – Part 2           Dr. Lamar  Allen 

1. Introduction: Having reviewed the Biblical view of people in Part 1, we are ready for the 
next step in which we will examine definitions for “nature” and “person” and look at various 
examples. 
 

2. People and Their Behavior: Much can be learned about people from their words, their 
reactions to situations and approach to tasks. C.S. Lewis said that what one sees depends both   
on where you stand and what kind of person you are. That is, what you perceive and how you 
interpret it depends on your presuppositions and character. 
¨ Christians stand on God’s Word & its view of people. 
¨ About people, Jesus said, “By their fruit you will know them.” Thinking about how you 

learn about people, Yogi Berra said, “You can observe a lot by just watching.” 
¨ These notions are used in the methodologies we will consider. 

 

3. Useful Methods: “Informal Type Watching” is common practice. We all do it. We say things 
like “I knew that’s what you would say.” “That boy acts just like his father.” “You always 
think by talking.” “You take forever to decide and want everything to be perfect.” 
¨ Formal methods for understanding type, like the MBTI, have proven popular and useful. 

More than 2 million MBTIs are evaluated each year. 
¨ Both informal and formal methods are simply tools.  Formal methods like the MBTI are 

not designed to judge behavior, but rather to understand a person’s preferred way of 
thinking, making decisions, communicating, and doing tasks. 

¨ Tools do nothing in and of themselves. People use tools to accomplish tasks. Tools can be 
used for good or for evil, but tools, in themselves, are morally neutral. 
 

4. Personality: A simple view of personality is that it is the enduring set of personal 
characteristics and behavior that define how a person approaches life. 
¨ Personal attributes can be divided into character (moral) and temperament (neutral). 
¨ Character determines what you choose to do. Temperament determines how you do it. 

While temperament is inborn, character is instilled by training and imitation. 
¨ Parents can only minimally impact temperament but greatly impact character. 
¨ Regeneration & sanctification produce spiritual & moral changes that change character, 

but not temperament. 
¨ Temperament & character are not truly independent, but their interactions are small enough 

to make assuming independence useful. 
 

5. Useful Tools for Understanding People: Millions of users have proven inventories like the 
Myers Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI) and Keirsey Temperament Sorter are useful tools for 
understanding how people choose to think, decide, and choose methods to use for tasks.  
¨ Tools are morally neutral but the people who use them are not. People can use the same 

tool for good or evil.  
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¨ That is true for all tools including a person’s mental, physical, and spiritual processes, 
which are  tools used in life’s activities. Like other tools, many processes of life are morally 
neutral and a part of Type or Temperament.  

¨ Whether processes are used for good or bad is determined by character. Character traits are 
not inventoried by the MBTI or similar tools. We will examine character separately. 
 

6. Spiritual and Material/Spiritual Creatures: God is the creator of persons. He created 
persons in His image and after His likeness. 
¨ Some creatures, like angels, are spiritual, nonmaterial, beings. Humans are persons formed 

as a union of a material body with a spiritual soul. 
¨ God, the sovereign Creator, is an eternal spirit, of one essence (or nature), but 3 persons. 
¨ To understand persons, clear definitions are necessary. 

 

7. Definition of a Nature: All things have qualities, some essential, some not. The combination 
of all essential qualities of a thing or being defines its nature.   
¨ Example: Consider a 2-inch diameter iron pipe, 3 feet long, painted white.  
¨ Essential qualities are iron, length, and hollowness. Specific dimensions, cross-sectional 

shape, weight, and color are non-essentials. Change them and it remains an iron pipe. 
¨ The nature of an iron pipe (or anything else) changes if any of its essential qualities change. 

An iron pipe flattened, eliminating the hollow, becomes an iron bar. 
¨ Compressed to a disk eliminating its length, an iron pipe becomes an iron washer. 

 

8. Human Nature and Person: Nature and person have precise meanings. As noted, a “nature” 
is all the essential qualities of a being or thing. “Nature” makes a thing what it is.  
¨ A human “nature” is a complete set of essential attributes: body, mind, will, emotions.  
¨ A human person has a human nature, but a human nature is not a person. 
¨ A person is a nature plus a center of self-awareness (the “I” or self), an “I” to the “You” of 

other persons. 
¨ Persons are conscious, rational, emotional, and self-aware. Every person has both a nature 

and a center of self-awareness whether God, angels, or humans. 
 

9. About God: (WSC) There is one living and true God,   a most pure Spirit, self-existing, self-
sustaining, invisible, of one divine essence, immaterial, without body, parts,   or passions, 
infinite and immutable (unchanging) in  being and perfection.  
¨ God is 3 Persons of one divine essence (or nature).  He is holy, personal, and relational. He 

has 2 types of attributes, communicable and communicable. 
¨ Noncommunicable attributes include self-existence, omnipotence, & omniscience and 

belong only to God. Communicable attributes shared with people include personhood, 
spirituality, self-consciousness, memory, ability to understand, creativeness, authority, 
strength, ability to plan, love, and a capacity for fellowship. 

¨ Each Person of the Trinity (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) is fully God, equal in power, glory, 
and eternity. The 3 divine Persons do not exist along side one another.  
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¨ They exist in eternal mutual indwelling, sharing the same divine nature. 
¨ Each divine Person has the same attributes, regards Himself as “I,” the other two as “You.” 
¨ A human is one person, one nature. Different human persons have different attributes. A 

human person is a human nature plus a source of “self” or “I.” 
¨ The “I” is the subject who lives, thinks, wills, and acts through the nature. A person’s “I” 

directs the use of the attributes of their human nature. 
 

10. Incarnate Christ (One Person, 2 Natures): In the incarnation the eternal Son united 
Himself with a human nature making possible Christ’s salvation work.   
¨ The 2nd Person of the Trinity, took to Himself a human nature (conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary), becoming one Person, Jesus, fully God and fully man. 
¨ Acquiring a human nature (including body) did not in any way reduce the Son’s divine 

nature or interfere with His divine Person.  
¨ There is no mixing, confusion, or combination of His two natures. 
¨ Each of Jesus’ two natures retains its own attributes. One person, two complete natures. 

Christ is now and will forever remain the God-Man, God in human flesh.  
¨ The Son’s divine immaterial essence (and Person) were His from all eternity, eternally 

begotten of the Father. That will never change.  
¨ His human nature (including material body) was acquired “in earth time,” derived from 

His mother Mary through the work of the Holy Spirit. 
¨ Both His human and divine natures are directed by the “I” of His divine Person. 
¨ It is amazing but true that Jesus’ human nature never existed as a human person. He has 

no human “I.” 
¨ Anything done through either of His two natures is done by the one person, Jesus. 
¨ When His human and divine natures ascended to heaven as Jesus, His human nature was 

no longer present in the world (Jn 1:28, 17:11; Acts 1:9-11). 
¨ His omnipresent divine nature was and is always everywhere present (Mt 18:20). 
¨ In His bodily human nature, Jesus could be weak and tired but not His divine nature.  
¨ During His incarnation, His divine nature continued to uphold creation and to carry out 

the Father’s plan. His human nature developed and grew in the normal way, growing in 
stature and wisdom. 

¨ Jesus’ human nature could learn even though His  divine nature knows all things, but that 
omniscience was not transferred to His human nature. 

¨ The Trinity is one nature, 3 Persons. The incarnate Son is one Person, 2 natures. 
¨ The Trinity is pure divine spirit. The incarnate Son is divine spirit plus a human nature. 

 

11. People: A person is an integrated whole. A person’s various material and immaterial parts 
are continuously interactive and cannot be separated without doing harm. If separated 
(eliminating interaction), the parts would behave differently.  
¨ Though personal attributes interact they can be thought of as distinct but not separable. 
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¨ Within that limitation, it is possible and useful to think in terms of distinct (but not 
separate) material parts (hand, foot, brain, etc.) and distinct non-material parts (intellect, 
emotions, will, etc.). If necessary the interactions are dealt with separately. 

¨ It is common to hear people say that every individual is unique, each the product of their 
heredity and environment. In some ways, this is of course true, but from a practical view, 
the doctrine of uniqueness is not particularly useful. 

¨ From experience, we know some people have similar behavior to others. There are 
similarities in people’s values, taking in information, making decisions, etc.  

¨ The MBTI model is designed to provide insight into those kinds of things.  
¨ It is based on the principle that many variations in human behavior are the logical 

consequences of a few basic, knowable differences in mental functioning.  
¨ Key differences concern how we use our mind to perceive and make judgments. 
¨ Perceiving is the process of taking in information, becoming aware of things, people, 

events, and ideas. Judging (deciding) is the process of coming to conclusions.   
¨ Together, perception and judging make up a large portion of everyone’s mental activity 

and governs much of their outer behavior. 
¨ Perception determines what is seen in situations. Judgment decides what to do.  
¨ Differences in the way a person perceives and/or judges leads to corresponding 

differences in behavior. People prefer activities which match their preferred ways of 
perceiving and judging. Repeated use of preferences reinforces them and leads to a well-
defined Temperament Type. 

¨ There is no best or worst, no good or bad in temperament types, just differences.  
 

12. Moral and Morally-Neutral Attributes: Personal attributes fall into two broad categories, 
one moral, the other morally neutral.   
¨ Moral attributes are principles that influence setting goals (things like being truthful, 

courteous, honest, and doing our duty).  
¨ Morally neutral attributes are factors that influence the way we seek to achieve goals 

(like desire for order, a need for facts before action, and a need for flexibility). 
¨ Character is determined by moral attributes that determine the moral nature (good or 

bad) of what we think and do. 
¨ Temperament is based on morally neutral attributes that influence the way we seek to 

achieve goals. 
¨ Of itself, temperament has no moral implications. It simply determines our preferred way 

of doing things.  
¨ Character can be good or bad, but temperaments are merely different. 
¨ However, bad character can choose to use good temperament attributes for evil.  
¨ Personality can also be influenced by adaptive or induced behavior produced by 

indoctrination or  other external conditions. 
¨ Distinguishing between temperament, character, and induced behavior is not always easy.  
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¨ For example, good character demands that we help people who are in need. But the way 
we go about helping is grounded not in character but in temperament. 

¨ One person may be inclined to do only things which they can be involved in on a direct 
hands-on basis. Another may be most inclined to do things in which they can stay in the 
background unnoticed. 

¨ These two people may have equally good character, but their different temperaments 
cause them to approach acts of mercy in such different ways that each may think the other 
has defective character and is doing something wrong. 

¨ We should understand temperament differences so that we don’t misjudge people and 
accuse them of character faults when they simply have a different temperaments.  

¨ Consider the impact of salvation on personality. Every Christian’s character is being 
transformed into Christ-likeness, but their temperaments don’t change.  

¨ Character determines the moral nature of thoughts, words, and actions (good or bad).  
¨ Temperament determines the preferred approach to doing things.  
¨ Adaptive behavior can influence character and the way we express our temperament.  
¨ Temperament, character, and adaptive behavior do interact to some extent. But 

distinguishing between them is useful and yields valuable insights. 
¨ Personality integrates the 3 factors. 
¨ Personality: Personality is the set of distinctive attributes of mind and behavior that make 

you - “you.” For example, personality impacts the way you interface with others.   
¨ The word personality is not in the Bible, but the concept clearly is. We see it especially 

in passages that deal with “Why do we do  the things we do?”  
¨ Summary: We are made in the image and likeness of God as persons. Personality is the 

totality of distinctive traits that make you – “you.” 
¨ Personality is an integrated whole. It is useful to consider personality as a combination of 

character and temperament which interact to some extent. 
¨ Character may be moral or immoral. Character is determined by principles that influence 

goals. Temperament is morally neutral and is defined by factors that influence the way a 
person seeks to achieve goals.  

¨ Every Christian’s character is being transformed into Christ-likeness. Temperaments do 
not change. Character determines the moral nature of thoughts, words, and actions (good 
or bad). Temperament determines the preferred approach to doing things. 

¨ Adaptive behavior influences character and the way temperament is expressed.  
¨ Tools can be used for evil purposes, but a tool can do nothing by itself. A person’s evil 

purpose arising out of bad character may lead to using a tool for evil. 
¨ Temperament, like a tool, is morally neutral.   

 


