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Gospel According to Mark Part 1                             Dr. Lamar Allen 

1. Introduction: The references used for this study included The Holy Bible (English 
Standard Version. Crossway Bibles, 2002), The Gospel According to Mark (James R. 
Edwards, Eerdmans Pillar New Testament commentaries, 2002), Living Insights 
Commentary on Mark (Charles R. Swindoll, Tyndale House, 2026), The Gospel of 
Mark (William Hendriksen, Baker House, 1975).    

2. Who is Mark: Luke mentions Mark several times in Acts. In the early days of the church, 
Mark seems to have lived in Jerusalem with his mother, Mary. Jerusalem believers met in 
his mother’s house (Acts 12:12).  
♦ Mark’s cousin, Barnabas, worked with Paul in Antioch. Mark was invited to join them. 

After a few years, Mark was invited to go on the first missionary journey with Paul and 
Barnabas (about AD 46) but went home early.  

♦ Later he traveled with Barnabas to Cyprus for more mission work. Later, he worked 
with and became important to Paul. He was among the last people mentioned by Paul 
in his final letter (2 Timothy 4:11). 

 

3. Mark’s Association with Peter: Mark’s most significant personal connection with the 
apostles seems to have been with Peter.  
♦ Peter is traditionally recognized as the source for the information Mark used in the 

gospel. It is interesting that Peter was such a regular attender at Mark’s mother’s house 
that the servants recognized him by voice alone (Acts 12:12–14).  

♦ Mark appears to have been present when Jesus was arrested in Gethsemane but 
watching events from a safe distance (Mark 14:51–52).  

♦ Some scholars, but by no means all, believe the Last Supper took place in the upper 
room of Mark’s mother’s house. 

 

4. When and Where Written: The Gospel according to  Mark was long considered to be 
mostly an abstract from Matthew. But in the early 19th century, evidence was discovered 
that indicated that far from being taken mostly from Matthew, Mark actually wrote the first 
gospel, and Mathew and Luke both used material from Mark.  
♦ Compared to the Hebrew emphasis of Matthew, this gospel has a distinct Roman feel.  
♦ Scholars strongly suggested that Mark was in Rome with Peter when he wrote. Peter’s 

recollections seem to be the basis for Mark’s writing. Peter died AD 67.  
♦ Some scholars argue that Mark wrote as early as AD 30-40. A more common suggested 

date is about AD 58.  
 

5. Importance of This Gospel: This is an unadorned account of Jesus’ ministry from its 
beginning with John the Baptist preparing the way.  
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♦ Jesus is portrayed as constantly on the move. Mark repeatedly uses the word 
“immediately” (39 times) conveying a sense of urgency that recognizes Jesus’s time on 
earth will be short and He had a lot to accomplish in a brief time. 
 

6. Overview: Matthew portrays Jesus as the King. Mark reveals Him as God’s Suffering 
Servant. Rather than using Jesus’ sayings and teachings to reveal who Jesus is and what 
purpose He was striving to achieve, Mark mostly uses Jesus’ actions to reveal those things.  
♦ Though frequently referring to Jesus as a teacher, Mark seldom cites the content of Jesus 

teaching. To Mark it seems more important to thoroughly understand who Jesus is. 
♦ Mark mentions many of Jesus’ miracles to illustrate the power and compassion of the 

Son of God.  
 

7. Sovereign Authority:  Jesus’ sovereign authority made a deep impression on His 
followers and, at the same time, greatly offended His opponents.  
♦ In His first public appearance (1:21-28), Jesus astounded the synagogue congregation 

by His supremacy over the demonic world and by the authority of His Torah teaching 
compared to Pharisees and Scribes who were considered the experts on Torah.  

♦ Jesus’ authority is seen in His reordering of social and political priorities.  
♦ He called 12 disciples corresponding to the 12 tribes of Israel (3:13-19). That suggest 

Jesus followers would be fulfilling the destiny of Israel.  
♦ He redefined the relationships between mothers and their children and between child 

and child. He based the new relationships on doing the will of God rather than duty to 
blood lineage (3:31-35;6:1-6). 

♦ In a very daring pronouncement considering the political realities in Palestine, He 
declared what is and what is not owed to Caesar (12:13-17). 

♦ Jesus also redefined and gave new meaning to various Torah commandments. The 
changes are many. Here are some examples. 

♦ He sharply critiqued the rabbinic oral traditions saying that they replaced the true 
meaning of the commandments with the traditions of men (7:1-23).  

♦ He said the legal option of Corban (given to God) could not replace the God-given 
responsibility of a son to provide for his parents (7:8-13).  

♦ Against Mosaic Law and the tradition of the elders, Jesus embraced a leper (1:40-45), 
tax collectors and sinners (2:13-17), and  unclean Gentiles including a Syrophoenician 
woman (7:24-30). 

♦ He plucked grain on the Sabbath (2:23—26) which is defined as prohibited work as well 
as healing which is also defined as work (3:1-6).  

♦ He redefined the purpose of the Sabbath as a constitutive order of creation (2:27-28).  
♦ Rabbinic discussions in first century Palestine dealt primarily with Sabbath observance, 

ritual purity, foods, and marriage.  
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♦ Each of these four areas was vigorously challenged by Jesus doing so as One who had 
unquestioned right to do so. 

♦ All these things were annoying to the authorities, but most annoying of all Jesus’ used 
His authority to claim prerogatives belonging only to God.  

♦ He exhibited power over disease by curing varied and serious illnesses. That miraculous 
ability was acknowledged by everyone including His opponents (3:22).  

♦ Further, He demonstrated authority over nature by calming a storm (4:35-41). His 
“rebuking” of the wind and “muzzling” the waves is like the power of God over chaos 
at creation. 

♦ Jesus walked on water (6:45-52) which was viewed as possible only through the power 
of God (Job 9: 8, 11; Ps 77: 19; Isa 43: 16). 

♦ Jesus’ divine authority is seen in His binding of Satan (3: 27), his forgiving sins (2: 10), 
and He, Himself, replacing the Jerusalem Temple as the place where God meets 
humanity as seen in the curtain of the Temple being torn in two as He died (15:38-39). 

♦ He frequently prefaced statements with Amen (“Truly, I say to you …”) which 
presumes He speaks with the authority of God.  

♦ His reference to God as “Abba” (14:36) exhibits a closeness to God unparalleled in 
Judaism. It signifies not only an intimate relationship but also a willingness to obey.  

♦ When questioned about the source of his authority, Jesus points to the voice at His 
baptism by John,. The voice from heaven declared Him to be God’s Son. The Holy 
Spirit empowered Jesus as God’s servant. Taken together, these things verified His 
authority (11:27-33). 
 

8. Servant of the Lord: The sovereign authority of Jesus permeates his demeanor and 
bearing but is never used to boost Himself. His sovereign authority is used to serve others.  
♦ Mark depicts Jesus as filling the role of Isaiah’s suffering servant of God.  
♦ The vital truth about Isaiah’s Servant of the Lord includes His vicarious and atoning 

suffering found only in (Isa 53: 5, 10).   
♦ Isa 53:5, “But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 

iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds 
we are healed.” 

♦ Isa 53:10, “Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when 
his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his 
days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.” 

♦ It is this aspect of the Suffering Servant that Jesus fulfills in His mission as Son of Man 
“‘ to give his life as a ransom for many’” (10: 45).  

♦ The suffering servant theme is alluded to repeatedly in Mark. Examples are (1: 11)         
(2: 20), (10: 38), (14: 8), (8: 31; 9: 31; 10: 33-34), (12: 6-8), (14: 24). 
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9. Jesus, Son of God: Mark refers to Jesus by various titles— teacher, rabbi, Son of David, 
Christ, Lord, Son of Man, and Son of God.  
♦ Significantly, Son of God occurs in the opening pronouncement, “The beginning of the 

gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God” (1:1), and the centurion’s confession at the 
cross just as Jesus died, “Surely this man was the Son of God!” (15: 39).  

♦ The divine Sonship of Jesus is the theological linchpin to the Gospel according to Mark. 
At decisive points Mark gives clues to understanding Jesus as a person. For example: 

♦ At the baptism (1: 11) and transfiguration (9: 7) the Father in heaven calls Jesus “my 
Son, whom I love,” which shows the unique relationship of love and obedience between 
Jesus and the Father. 

♦  Demons also recognize Jesus as God’s Son (1: 24; 3: 11; 5: 7) and testify that He is 
endowed with divine authority. 

♦ Jesus is the Son of God who exhibits his divine Sonship in the midst of a troubled world 
for the benefit of the troubled. 

♦ In spite of knowing Isaiah’s predictions, the Jews were surprised and shocked at the 
reality of Jesus’ suffering and death.  

♦ Jesus was obedient to the will of the Father, even to death on a cross (14: 36).  
♦ Immediately before His arrest, condemnation, and sentence to be crucified, Jesus told a 

parable about the only son of a vineyard owner who suffered rejection and death at the 
hands of insolent tenants (12: 1-12).  

♦ The parable clearly relates to Jesus’ fate. In His death on the cross, His mission and 
identity as Son of God come together. He is recognized as God’s Son (15: 39). 
 

10. Jesus’s Work Directed at a Larger Purpose: “For even the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many”  (10:45). 
♦ Jesus is true God and true man, living as a man and dying as man to redeem a sinful 

people. Three times in three consecutive chapters—8, 9, and 10—Mark pictures Jesus 
informing His disciples of His great sacrifice and ultimate victory.  

♦ His disciples either rejected the teaching altogether (Mark 8:31–32) or showed 
themselves more concerned with other matters (9:31–34; 10:32–37).  

♦ As Jesus prepared to perform the greatest service in the history of the humanity, His 
disciples could only think about themselves—their position or safety. 

♦ Mark frequently portrays the humanness of Jesus including His fatigue (4:38), 
amazement (6:6),  disappointment (8:12), displeasure (10:14), anger (11:15-17), and 
ignorance of the future (13:32). 
 

11. What is Next: Begin with Mark 1:1. 
 


