
THE LORD’S SERVICE 
September 27, 2026 

 

PRELUDE

WELCOME		  Pastor Bill Massey 

TESTIMONY		  Fellowship of Christian Athletes

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP 

*CALL TO WORSHIP	 1 Chronicles 16.8-11

O give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name;                                
make known his deeds among the peoples!

Sing to him, sing praises to him;                                                                          
tell of all his wondrous works!

Glory in his holy name;                                                                                          
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!

Seek the Lord and his strength;                                                                          
seek his presence continually!

*INVOCATION	 Pastor Bill Massey 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Only God Himself can call

us into worship. He sets
the terms for worship 

because, through His Son,  
He makes worship possible.   

INVOCATION 
This prayer addresses God

in three persons, asking
Him to be present with 

us in worship to help
us worship Him according

to His will.
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GOD 
CALLS 

 US

* The congregation is 
invited to stand.

The congregation speaks 
the print in bold.

TESTIMONY
We bear witness to God’s 

redeeming grace and 
celebrate His faithfulness 

as Christ brings restoration 
to our lives, our church, and 

our world.



*HYMN OF ADORATION	 Come Thou, Almighty King
				    Hymnal No.101
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CALL TO CONFESSION	 Psalm 25.10-11 

All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who 
keep his covenant and his testimonies.

For your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my guilt, for it is great.

CORPORATE CONFESSION  
 John Wesley (1703-1791

O merciful Father, regard not what we have done against you, but what 
our blessed Savior has done for us. Regard not what we have made 
ourselves; but what he was made for us by you, our God. 

O that Christ may be to every one of our souls, wisdom and 
righteousness, sanctification and redemption! That his precious blood 
may cleanse us from all our sins; and that your Holy Spirit may renew 
and sanctify our souls. May he crucify our flesh with its affections and 
lusts, and mortify all our members which are upon earth. 

O let not sin reign in our mortal bodies, that we should obey its lusts; but 
being made free from sin, let us be the servants of righteousness. Amen.

PRIVATE CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON	      Psalm 23.6

Lift up your heads and hearts to hear the Good News:

“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you!  

And also with you! 

CALL TO 
CONFESSION 

As we see God in His 
invitation and our praise, 

we cannot help but see 
how we have fallen short. 
God’s Holy Scripture has 

the authority to reveal us to 
ourselves and transition our 

hearts to confession.  

CORPORATE 
CONFESSION 

We sin in thought, word, 
and deed every week. We 

confess in prayer both 
corporately and privately as 

people equally in need of 
God’s grace.
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GOD 
CLEANSES 

 US

ASSURANCE OF 
PARDON

Holy Scripture assures 
Christians, sinners saved by
grace, that they are united

to Jesus in His death and 
resurrection.

PASSING OF THE 
PEACE

In Christ, we are one family.        
In this moment, we extend 

His peace with a smile, a 
smile, or a simple greeting. 

We do this to remind one 
another of the grace we 
have received and now 
share with each other.

Please stand and extend 
God’s peace to those 

around you.



*HYMN OF ASSURANCE	 Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners!
				    Hymnal No.498
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				    Psalm 150
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SCRIPTURE LESSON	 Psalm 34 (p.463)
				    Elder Ken Hostetler

 I will bless the Lord at all times;
    his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
2 My soul makes its boast in the Lord;
    let the humble hear and be glad.
3 Oh, magnify the Lord with me,
    and let us exalt his name together!

4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me
    and delivered me from all my fears.
5 Those who look to him are radiant,
    and their faces shall never be ashamed.
6 This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him
    and saved him out of all his troubles.
7 The angel of the Lord encamps
    around those who fear him, and delivers them.

8 Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good!
    Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!
9 Oh, fear the Lord, you his saints,
    for those who fear him have no lack!
10 The young lions suffer want and hunger;
    but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing.

11 Come, O children, listen to me;
    I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
12 What man is there who desires life
    and loves many days, that he may see good?
13 Keep your tongue from evil
    and your lips from speaking deceit.
14 Turn away from evil and do good;
    seek peace and pursue it.

15 The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous
    and his ears toward their cry.
16 The face of the Lord is against those who do evil,
    to cut off the memory of them from the earth.
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GOD 
CONSECRATES 

US
SCRIPTURE LESSON 

We hear and read Holy 
Scripture throughout the 

service. Listen to this 
reading (lesson) to prepare 

for the sermon.  
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17 When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears
    and delivers them out of all their troubles.
18 The Lord is near to the brokenhearted
    and saves the crushed in spirit.

19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
    but the Lord delivers him out of them all.
20 He keeps all his bones;
    not one of them is broken.
21 Affliction will slay the wicked,
    and those who hate the righteous will be condemned.
22 The Lord redeems the life of his servants;
    none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.

This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

TITHES AND OFFERINGS PRESENTATION 
OF TITHES & 
OFFERINGS
We set aside a tithe and 
additional offering of our  
resources for the purposes 
of God, for His glory. Both 
are a display of our joyful
dependence upon God 
rather than ourselves.



OFFERTORY		  Behold Our God	
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*DOXOLOGY		  OLD HUNDREDTH

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH	 Elder Phil Wade

PRAYER OF THE
CHURCH
We share in our health and 
sickness, happiness and 
sorrow, assurance and 
doubt, as we bring our 
prayers to God, together. 
Holy Scripture commands 
elders to pray with and for 
God’s people, not just 
publicly, but privately.   
If you have a prayer 
request, email your 
request to prayer@
cpcchatt.org.

DOXOLOGY
A doxology is a hymn or  
word of praise to God for 
His goodness and glory. 
The Gloria Patri is another 
example of a doxology.



SCRIPTURE LESSON	 James 3.1-12 (p.1012)
				  
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that 
we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2 For we all stumble in 
many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect 
man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3 If we put bits into the mouths of 
horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 4 Look at 
the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they 
are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5 So 
also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things.

How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a 
fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, 
staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on 
fire by hell. 7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, 
can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8 but no human being 
can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we 
bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the 
likeness of God. 10 From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My 
brothers, these things ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring pour forth from 
the same opening both fresh and salt water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brothers, 
bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh 
water.

SERMON			  Pastor Travis Hutchinson

THE POWER OF WORDS 
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SERMON 
A preacher is commanded 

to faithfully steward 
God’s Word by submitting 

to it, studying it, and 
expositing it (holding it 

forth), bearing witness to 
Jesus, by the power of the 

Holy Spirit.  
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*HYMN OF RESPONSE	 God All Nature Sings Thy Glory
				    Hymnal No. 122



GOD 
COMMISSIONS 

US
BENEDICTION

Just as God calls us to
worship at the beginning of  

 the service, He graciously
sends us into our week 

with a blessing (good 
word) founded on the 

redeeming work of Jesus.  

CONFESSION OF 
FAITH

By confessing our faith 
together using statements 

believed by Christians  
over the ages, we join 

in the sweep of Christian  
history even as we await 

the return of Jesus. 

*CONFESSION OF FAITH	 Westminster Confession of Faith 12.1  

Christian, what do you believe?
All those that are justified, God guarantees in and for His only Son Jesus 

Christ, to make partakers of the grace of adoption.
	 By which they are taken into the number and enjoy the liberties and 

privileges of the children of God; have His name put upon them; 
receive the Spirit of adoption; have access to the throne of grace with 
boldness; are enabled to cry, Abba, Father; are pitied, protected, 
provided for, and chastened by Him as by a father.

	 They are never cast off, but sealed to the day of redemption, and 
inherit the promises, as heirs of everlasting salvation.

*GLORIA PATRI	 GREATOREX

*BENEDICTION	

POSTLUDE
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SERMON NOTES
Title: The Power of Words 
Text: James 3.1-12

MISSION
Covenant Presbyterian Church exists to love God and our neighbors by making Christ known in all of life.

CPC PASTORS
David Stephenson (Senior Pastor), Bill Massey (Associate Pastor of Discipleship), 
Travis Hutchinson (Assistant Pastor of Children & Youth)

CPC OFFICERS
ELDERS: Jason Brown, Adam Cathey, Jason Coffey, Don Griffin, Jon Harris, Ken Henry, Ken Hostetler, 
Bill Massey, Will McDaniel, Chris Rimondi, Adam Sanders (Clerk), Todd Smith,  
David Stephenson (Moderator), Phil Wade, Rex Wagner, Tim Warren, Tracy Wright 
DEACONS: Geff Adams, Mike Bacon, Paul Baierl, Thomas Blackburn, Jonathan Calloway, Jason 
Collins, Rich Denkinger, Mike Evatt, Jon Griffin, James Hall, Jay Helton, Steven James, Eric Mantel 
(Clerk), Mike Mason (Chairman), Richard Mauroner, Jared McCurry, John Morrison, Vince Pereski, 
Caleb Ray,Tim Sotelo, Phil Spotts, Matt Wright

MUSICIANS
Director - Joshua Spacht, Piano - Alayne Griffin, Organ - Evangeline Wykoff, Violin - Rebecca James
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WELCOME

We are glad you joined us this morning! If 
this is your first visit with us, please fill out a 
Connection Card (located in each pew).
Join us in the Lobby for coffee and fellowship 
before Sunday School. If you are visiting or are 
wanting to become a member of Covenant, 
consider attending the What Is Presbyterian? Class 
meeting in Room 119.
 
We invite you to join us next week as Pastor David 
preaches from James 3.

Finding your way:
Scan the QR code to view a map of our campus. 
Printed maps can be found on the 
bulletin board just off the Lobby and 
outside the Nursery.

For those with children:
Your children are welcome and wanted in 
worship! Little ones sometimes have a hard time 
sitting quietly through a service. Please take 
advantage of these helpful tools:

•	 Special Bulletin - designed for our Little 
Theologians (available in Narthex)

•	 Family Worship Room - where children can 
be a little louder and more active (windowed 
room in Sanctuary) 

•	 Family Restroom and Nursing 
Mother’s Room (in Family Worship 		
Room)

•	 Nursery - available to children born		
after September 1, 2022 (deacons 		
can direct you)

•	 Calm Kit Bags - borrow fidgets and tools to 
help soothe the wiggles during worship (in 
Family Worship Room)

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
Want to become a member of our Covenant 
Presbyterian family? Please contact the church 
office at office@cpcchatt.org to make an 
appointment.

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

Sunday, September 27
	 Worship Service - Sanctuary - 9:30 am
	 Sunday School - visit cpcchatt.org for class list
	 Women’s Fall Retreat Returns

Tuesday, September 29
	 Women’s Proverbs Study - Rooms 121-122 - 10 am

Wednesday, September 30
	 Midweek Meal - SFH - 5:30 pm
	 Children, Youth, & Adult Midweek Classes -
	    Visit cpcchatt.org for class list
Thursday, October 1
	 Young Moms’ Bible Study - Room 105 - 9:30 am 
Friday, October 2
	 Men’s Bible Study - Room 105 - 	8:30 am
Saturday, October 3
	 Women’s Hike - Enterprise South - 8:30 am
	 Men’s Breakfast - SFH - 8:30 am
Sunday, October 4
	 Worship Service - Sanctuary - 9:30 am
	 All Adult Classes - Youth Missions Presentation - SFH
	 Sunday School - visit cpcchatt.org for class list

MORE INFORMATION

All music is printed under CCLI No. 447727.
Website: cpcchatt.org
Prayer Requests: Email your request or update to 	

prayer@cpcchatt.org These needs are shared 
M-F. If you have an urgent need, contact your 
shepherding elder.

Online Directory: Contact the church office to 
request access.
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COVENANT LIFE
MEN’S BREAKFAST

Sat, Oct 3 • 8:30 am • SFH
Men, mark your calendars and plan to join us for 
food and fellowship as Paul Huskey shares a talk 
entitled, “Born Again.” Young men in high school 
are invited to join us. Cost: $5

WOMEN’S MINISTRY HIKE
Sat, Oct 3 • 8:30 am • Enterprise South

Ladies, plan to join us for a hike and breakfast. 
We will meet at the Enterprise Visitor Center 
(190 Still Hollow Loop, Chattanooga), for a hike 
to Hidden Lake and back. There will be options 
for an easy 1-mile or moderate 3-mile hike. 
Afterwards, relax over coffee/breakfast at Oaks 
Coffee House (2916 Silverdale Rd, Chattanooga). 
If it rains, we will meet for breakfast at Oaks 
Coffee House at 8:30 am. 

CPC FOOD DRIVE
 “FAITH IN ACTION”

Through Sun, Oct. 11
CPC is partnering this fall with the Chattanooga 
Area Food Bank. To donate to this “Faith in 
Action” activity, bring non-perishable food items 
such as canned goods (vegetables, soup, proteins, 
fruit) and shelf-stable dry goods (peanut butter, 
pasta, rice, and oatmeal) to the marked boxes 
outside of the Fellowship Hall. 
You can also make a monetary 
contribution to our local food bank 
by scanning the QR code.
Have questions? Email Jan Griffin 
at jigriffin@epbfi.com or call her at 
423-718-0788.

YOUTH MISSIONS PRESENTATION
Sun, Oct 4 • 11 am • SFH

Adult classes will meet together in Schum 
Fellowship Hall for this special presentation. The 
Youth will be sharing about their mission trip 
from this past summer, when they partnered with 
New City Fellowship in Atlantic City for inner-city 
ministry and outreach. Make plans to join us and 
be encouraged!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 
GOOD NEWS CLUB

Good News Club is a weekly after-school club for 
students led by CEF trained volunteers.
WE NEED YOU at Ooltewah Elementary 
School - Thursdays - 3:00 - 4:45 pm
Contact Diane Lazor dlazor7@gmail.com to sign 
up or for additional questions. 
Good News Club Volunteer Training
Sat, Oct. 3 - 9:00 am - 2:30 pm
at Stuart Heights Baptist Church
Cost is $35 and includes lunch training materials, 
and background check. This is required for new 
volunteers and is also open to anyone wanting a 
refresher on the training. 



COVENANT LIFE
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THANK YOU
Becky and I would like to thank the congregation 
for the many thoughtful cards and prayers 
regarding my recent back surgery.
		  ~ Tom & Becky Erndt

OCC PREP DAY
Thu, Oct 15 • 9:30 am • Rooms 121-122

Everyone is invited to help prepare for this year’s 
Operation Christmas Child outreach. We will 
count and separate items for packing day, fold 
OCC shoeboxes, and decorate the OCC Christmas 
tree. 

CELEBRATIONS CALENDAR
The October birthday/anniversary calendar is 
now available outside the Church Office.

CONGRATULATIONS
The rose placed on the chancel is in honor of the 
birth of Judah Mitchell Perry, son of Mark and 
Hannah Perry, born September 22.

WOMEN’S PERSONAL SAFETY CLASS
Sat, Oct 17 • 9 am • SFH

Hosted by Revolution Academy of Martial Arts, 
ladies aged 7 & up are invited to register for a 
one-day self-defense class. The cost is $40 per 
person, ($35 for 2 or more per family). This is 
a reduced rate for church members and regular 
attenders. Email Shannon Ratliff for more 
information and to sign up SRatliff@cpcchatt.org.

PARENTS NIGHT OUT
Saturday, Oct 10 • 5 pm - 8 pm • CPC

CPC parents are invited to leave their kids with us 
for the evening and go have a night out! Childcare 
will be provided for infant-to-5th-grade children 
and will included a pizza dinner and activities. 
Registration is required, but there 
is no cost for the event. Drop-off 
and pick-up are in the nursery. 
Questions? Contact Sara Southard at 
nursery@cpcchatt.org.

YOUTH FALL RETREAT
Fri, Oct 16 - Sun, Oct 18

Camp Vesper Point
We’re excited about the Youth Fall Retreat at 
Camp Vesper Point and hope you can join us for 
a great weekend! We will spend the weekend 
fellowshipping, playing games, 
worshiping, and hearing from our 
speaker. Scan QR code to register. 
Register online by Mon, Oct 5! 
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COVENANT LIFE

NURSERY SCHEDULE - TODAY

Worship - 9:15 am Sunday School - 11 am

Front  Desk Little Lambs Busy Bees Little Lambs Busy Bees

Laura Spotts Madelyn Horton
Marie Horton

Brandon Cross
Jeannie Hall

Waylan Horton

Jayda Bradley
Lorelei Bradley

Caleb Rimondi
Ella Rimondi
Tara Rimondi

NURSERY SCHEDULE - OCTOBER 4

Worship - 9:15 am Sunday School - 11 am

Front  Desk Little Lambs Busy Bees Little Lambs Busy Bees

Tammy Bacon
Meghan Lewis

Bethany Sutherland
Eppie Joy Sutherland

Emma Mae Depoppe
Ann Kistner

Abigail Coffey
Catherine Coffey Amy Creamer

RUNNING LATE FOR SUPPER?
If you realize that you will be arriving late for our 
Midweek meal, you can text Emily by 6:15 pm at 
423.432.1743 with your name and ask for a boxed 
meal to be set aside for you to pick up when you 
arrive.

MIDWEEK MENU
Sep 30: Grilled Pork Tenderloin, Carrots, Rice, 

Salad Bar, and No-Bake Chocolate Cheesecake 
Bars

*********************************************
•	 Adult: $6 / Child (5-11): $4
•	 Family Max: $20
•	 Cash or Check (Put in Cash Box)
•	 Pay Online (cpcchatt.org/give or 

scan QR code)
The cost per meal is suggested only. 
If you don’t have the full amount, 
don’t worry. Pay what you can. Visitors enjoy a 
free meal.
Food allergies? For a list of Midweek meal 
ingredients email our Hospitality Coordinator, 
Emily Calloway, at ECalloway@cpcchatt.org



19

Amani - Chattanooga Dan & Mako Gilcrist
Equipping Leaders International

Ministry Focus:
Since every life is God-given and valuable, 
Choices has provided no cost pregnancy 
services to women and men facing unexpected 
pregnancies since 1985. Every day, the staff 
and volunteers have the privilege of sharing 
the love and message of Christ in both word 
and deed. 

Ministry Focus:
African Bible Colleges, Inc. is a higher 
educational institution where the Bible is 
central and the growth of Christian life and 
ministry is essential. All students must take 
the required Biblical Studies courses as part 
of the college’s Liberal Arts curriculum, as 
well as general education classes that help the 
student get ready for a variety of Christian 
service jobs. 

Prayer:
•	 For Gospel opportunities in all contacts 

with clients
•	 For wisdom among the counseling staff
•	 For life to be chosen in the midst of 

challenging circumstances
•	 For financial and volunteer support for the 

clinic

Prayer:
•	 For the leadership and teachers/

professors   of each campus
•	 For every student who attends classes in 

person or online, to study diligently and 
be prepared to share the Gospel to impact 
their home nation

More details at cpcchatt.org/ministry/outreach

MISSIONS




