
FROM THE PASTOR
2023 has been an exciting year for First Baptist Church.  
Attendance was strong throughout the first quarter of the year. 
Our numbers reflect not only a bounce back after COVID but 
growth as well.  A second Sunday School hour, which began last 
year, is showing growth.  We’ve had well over 500 in total Sunday 
School attendance every Sunday (except Spring Break Sunday).  

Perhaps most exciting of all is the fact that twenty people have been baptized in 2023.  
Thank you for your consistent, faithful, attendance and support this year.

In May we celebrate some special Sundays.  On May 7, we congratulate our high 
school graduates completing their baccalaureate degrees.  On May 14, we honor our 
moms on Mother’s Day.  On May 21, FBC elects seven new deacons to the Deacon 
Council.  And May 28, we remember our heroes on Memorial Day weekend.  I hope 
you’ll make your plans to be in worship services this month.

I’m grateful for the hard work our Sunday School teachers, Committees, Deacons, 
staff, and countless other church members provide in service to the Lord Jesus and 
His Church.  I’m also grateful for the privilege of serving as pastor of this great 
church.  I praise God for this local family of faith and pray He will continue to bless 
His church as we grow in our love for Him.  

I’ll see you in worship on Sunday,

Don
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MAY 3
5 p.m.  Fellowship Meal 
5:45 p.m. Awana: Party Night 
6 p.m. Midweek for Youth 
6 p.m. Prayer Meeting 
6 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
7 p.m. Worship Team Rehearsal

MAY 4          National Day of Prayer
11 a.m. Fellowship Luncheon 
12:15 p.m. Prayer Gathering on the  
 South lawn of the Courthouse 
6:30 p.m. Class of 2023 Family Dinner

MAY 5 
7 p.m. Rumble on Van Buren in the CLC

 High School Graduate  
MAY 7                           Recognition
8 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Worship Service/Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service/Sunday School 
4 p.m. Youth Crawfish Boil 
8 p.m. College Pancake Study Break

MAY 10
5 p.m.  Fellowship Meal 
5:45 p.m. Awana: Awards Night 
6 p.m. Midweek for Youth 
6 p.m. Prayer Meeting 
6 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
7 p.m. Worship Team Rehearsal

MAY 14                       Mother’s Day
8 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Worship Service/Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service/Sunday School

MAY 16 
6:30 p.m. Women’s Ministry Book Club
MAY 17
6 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
7 p.m. Worship Team Rehearsal

MAY 20 
8 a.m. Men’s Ministry Workday
                          6th Grade Milestone  
MAY 21                         Recognition

Deacon Election 
8 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Worship Service/Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service/Sunday School 
5 p.m.  Amazon River Medical Mission  
 Trip Team Meeting on Zoom

MAY 24
6 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
7 p.m. Worship Team Rehearsal 
6 p.m. Youth Open Gym

MayMay gotofirst.org/calendar  
for schedule updates & featured events

MEN'S MINISTRY 
WORKDAY MAY 20
Email mm@gotofirst.org to sign up! 
Meet at the CLC at 8 a.m.

FBC Library
Open Sundays 8-11:45 a.m. 
and Wednesdays 5-7 p.m.  

downstairs next to the  
Old Fellowship Hall

Moms, stop by the library for a 
Mother's Day Happy and check 

out our books about moms! 

with the Pro Wrestling Association

Friday, May 5
7:00-9:00 p.m. in the FBC Oxford Gym

$5 General Admission Tickets on Sale Now in the church office.

First Baptist Oxford Men’s Ministry presents



Our FamilyOur Family
MAY 28                       Mother’s Day
8 a.m. Worship Service 
9:15 a.m. Worship Service/Sunday School 
10:30 a.m.  Worship Service/Sunday School

MAY 29                     Memorial Day
church office closed

MAY 31
6 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
7 p.m. Worship Team Rehearsal

Deacons of the Week
April 30- Daniel Denton, Brian Smith, 
May 6 Kevin Howell
May 7-13 Lane Wilson , Mike Tomes,  
 Craig Kirkendall
May 14-20 Jason Woodard, Steven Russell,  
 Derrell Doss
May 21-27 Dave Miller, Keith Scruggs, 
 Danny Guthrie
May 28- Thomas Herrington, Jim Rose, 
June 3 Larry Little

Budget April 1-16, 2023
Budget $167,021.40                 
Building $1,738.00                
Designated  $ 26,809.57       
Total $195,568.97               

New Members in April
Braxton Smith, Cole and Avery Camp,  
Robert Evans, Ty Pittman, and Cap Henry

Congratulations
Sam and Mary Katherine Denley welcomed 
Mary Bronwyn on April 18. Proud big sister 
is Payton. 

Our Sympathy 
To the family of Lila Herren after her passing.
To Mrs. Roy Jean Marriam, Robert Marriam 
Jr., Pam Marriam and family after Mr. Robert 
Marriam Sr.’s passing.

FBC Oxford Goal: $30,000
Total Given: $$30,087.61! 

10 a.m.   Prayers at Burns Belfry Museum  
read by Regents’ 2nd graders

11 a.m. Lunch at First Baptist Church
12:15 p.m. Gather for Prayer on Courthouse South Lawn  
 Rain location: First Baptist Church

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
Thursday, May 4

PRAY FERVENTLY IN RIGHTEOUSNESS 
AND AVAIL MUCH” — JAMES 5:16B

Everyone is welcome to attend any/all events.



Eastern Europe Mission Trip  
December 11-18, 2023

Cost is $2400 per person. FBC Oxford members who complete  
Security and Child Protection Training can receive a $600 discount. 

Pray for the Brazil Mission Team June 24-July 2
Michael Meurrier (team leader), Myla Meurrier, Teri Bailey,  

Tom Bailey, Josh Glasz, Buster Hale, Greg Hamrick, Abi Rayburn, 
Adam Marshall, James Marshall, Russell Currey, Cheryl Crady,  

Steve Crady, Wes Henry, Craig Gordon, Brenda Gordon

Pray for the Oaxaca Mission Team July 1-8
Brooks Sipes, Ella Beth Hurdle, Jeff Holeman

Pray for these FBC Oxford College Students  
serving during Summer 2023 around the world: 

Trey Roten – Oaxaca, Mexico
EK – Balkans, Eastern Europe
CW – Balkans, Eastern Europe
RT – Asia/Pacific Rim
Olivia Gray – Ohio
Saydee Taylor – Utah

Alli Grace Dupree – Guatemala
Sarah Grace Brownlee –  

Guatemala
Kaitlyn Traylor – Peru
HS - North Africa/Middle East
RW - Asia/Pacific Rim

Pray for the Poland Mission Team May 29-June 10
Monika Pineda (team leader), Gabbie Pineda, Daniel Pineda, Hilarie 
Bain, Sam Bain, Roseanne Brownlee, Russell Currey, Brenda Gordon, 

Craig Gordon, Greg Hamrick, Michael Scruggs, Tara Scruggs

Pray for the Summer Amazon River Peru  
Mission Team June 4-July 14

Kaitlyn Traylor (team leader), Bethany Coggins, Kayla McNair

Pray for the Summer Oaxaca  
Mission Team June 9-July 14

Trey Roten, Noah Stanley, Mary-Hamilton Bennett, Liesa Holeman

MissionsMissions



Reserving the CLC Gym 
FBC Oxford members can use the CLC Gym for birthday parties and 
family gatherings. Please contact Dina Addy to make a reservation.

Save the Date! Sunday School Leader Training 
July 16 • 5-7:30 p.m. 

Counseling Ministry
Steve Roark is our Minister of Marriage and Family Pastoral Care. 
Steve is available to members of First Baptist Oxford with a  
counseling need. First Baptist Oxford members are eligible for 
counseling services at no cost. Please call the church office at 
(662) 234-3515 to schedule an appointment.

COLLEGE NEWS      Facebook/Instagram: @fbcoxcollege

          Pancake Study Break Sunday, May 7  
8-11 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall

WOMEN’S MINISTRY NEWS wmin@gotofirst.org

Monthly Book Club Tuesday, May 16 at 6:30 p.m.   
Our book for May is “The Magicians Nephew.”  Email wmin@gotofirst.org 
for more info.

Thank you, church, for your work at the  
Oxford Food Pantry during March and  

your contributions in cash and food items.  
We provided food to 647 clients,  
and collected 673 items of food.  

All this because of you.  Thank you!



STUDENT NEWS  @Studentsgoto1st    @studentsgotofirst

PRESCHOOL & CHILDREN'S NEWS

Servant Leadership Luncheon
Sunday, May 21 details to come!

Open Gym
Wednesday, May 24 • 6–8 p.m. 

Slip & Slide  
Wiffleball & Kickball
Wednesday, May 31  
at Ms. Beth Fitts’ house

Sunday, May 7  
4 p.m.  

$10 per person

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Registration is open for kids  
and volunteers at gotofirst.org/vbs

JUNE 5-9 
9 a.m.-noon 

Following Jesus  
Changes the Game. 
Open to all kids currently in K-6th grade.

Our VBS Offering will go to help the McGehee family  
in South Dakota to buy equipment for their  

Block Party trailer. Our goal is $4,000.



Registration is now open for 
ballet/lyrical, jazz/contemporary,  
hip-hop, tap, and creative movement

3 year olds - 12th grade

Classes start the week of August 7.

MISSION:MISSION:
POSSIBLEPOSSIBLE
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Thrive Dance Camp
June 26-30
9-11:30 a.m.  

4 year olds-12th grade 
Dance, Bible study, Arts & Crafts,  

and snack while we visit missionaries  
on four different continents in four days! 

Cost includes T-shirt. Parent showcase on 
Friday. $65 first student, $120 for two,  

$165 for three. Limited space.

Register at gotofirst.org/dance

FBC SUMMER READING CHALLENGE
Open to all kids Pre-K - 6th grade

SECRET LIBRARY
Follow the clues, solve the mystery, and discover a world  

of adventure in the Secret Library. Visit each week to find the 
clue, play the Guess How Many game, and check out books!

Sunday, June 11 - Sunday, July 9 
(The Secret Library is located downstairs next to the Old Fellowship Hall.)
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