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VBTS Pastors’ Conference 
 

Every semester, VBTS desires to offer local pastors, an 
opportunity to focus their attention on a particular subject 
from the Scriptures that will help and encourage them in 
ministry. On October 13th we gathered to study “Paul and 
the Law” underneath the capable direction of Pastor Bryan 
Blazosky (Richfield, MN) and Pastor Brent Belford (Va. 
Beach, VA). God greatly used our three sessions to call our 
attention to Paul’s usages of “law” in his thirteen letters, 
and how Christians “under grace” are to properly relate to 
the Mosaic Law. Many thanks are in order to the speakers 
and the VBTS staff for their labor of love. We pray the 
pastors will be strengthened by grace to serve their 
communities drawing many precious souls to Christ! 

 
From My Window 

 

 
 

Each Christian is drawn by the 
Holy Spirit to study God’s 
“breathed-out” Word. Paul calls 
Timothy to engage in this joyous 
task like “a workman” so that he 
might “accurately handle the 
word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). 
Indeed, the study of any passage 
of Scripture must take place 
within both the immediate and 
larger contexts if the text is to be 
effective in one’s life. Centuries 
ago, Martin Luther shared in 
vivid language the process of his 
study. He writes:  I study my 
Bible like I gather apples. First, 
I shake the whole tree that the 
ripest of fruit might fall. Then I 
shake each limb, and when I 
have shaken each limb, I shake 
each branch and every twig. 
Still, I am not done for I must 
also look under each leaf. Such 
study will “equip us for every 
good work.” May God help us to 
labor in his Word, so that we 
may be “adequately equipped.”      
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The Pastoral Relevance of the Mosaic Law 
 

Dr. Brent Belford | Pastor (CBC) and Faculty Associate 
 

Preaching and teaching Scripture is one of the most important tasks of pastors, who have been called by 
God to care for churches. Listen to some texts on the subject:  
 

And he gave … shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of the ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ … so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine. (Eph 4:11–14) 
 

Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. 
(1 Tim 4:13) 
 

Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete 
patience and teaching. (2 Tim 4:2) 

 

In the high calling of preaching, shepherds of God’s people should follow Paul’s example with the 
Ephesian believers and proclaim “the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). Pastors should never hesitate to 
proclaim everything that God has given in Scripture because “all Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness” (2 Tim 3:16). 
 

As pastors preach the New Testament, two voices rise above the rest because of their significant and 
sustained contributions to theology and the life of the church—Jesus and Paul. Of special note regarding 
both is how often they direct their audience to the law. When Jesus quotes directly from Scripture, he most 
frequently cites the book of Deuteronomy. When Paul quotes the Old Testament, Deuteronomy joins Isaiah 
and the Psalms as his most frequent source texts. Judging by the number of citations alone, the Mosaic law 
(i.e., the Pentateuch) was favored by both prominent New Testament voices. Consequently, this 
demonstrates the importance of helping believers better understand the law: If the law was important to 
Jesus and Paul, it should be for us as well! 
 

Preaching from the Mosaic law presents pastors unique challenges and opportunities. As far as challenges 
go, pastors must reckon with what Paul says about believers not being under the law and that they have 
died to it (cf. Rom 6:14, 7:4) while portraying the law’s ongoing significance for the churches they serve. 
Although believers are under no obligation to obey the Mosaic law code established in Exodus through 
Deuteronomy, they can still benefit from what it reveals.  
 

Among other things, preaching from the Mosaic law presents opportunities to emphasize the following: 
 

• First, the law reveals the moral perfection of God. The law reveals what is necessary for fellowship 
with our holy God. The standards of God’s holiness revealed in the law remain the same in every era. 
If we are to enjoy fellowship with God, his standards of holiness must be met.  
 

• Second, the law declares the nature of the work of Jesus. The law points forward to a Messiah who 
will deliver Israel through an all-sufficient, one-time sacrifice. The law tells us about Jesus Christ 
because he fulfilled the law and brought it to its end (cf. Rom 10:4). 
 

• Third, the law illumines the human heart without Christ. Not only is the law helpful to regulate 
those who are lawless and disobedient (cf. 1 Tim 1:8–10), it is like a mirror or light that uncovers the 
sinful condition of their hearts.  
 

• Finally, the law accents the splendors of grace. Several New Testament texts reveal that grace 
exceeds or surpasses the law in many ways (e.g. 2 Cor 3, Heb 10). Preaching from the law gives 
pastors the opportunity to emphasize how living under grace and the gospel is better than living under 
the law. 

 

Consequently, may what the psalmist wrote about the law still resonate with us today: “Oh how I love your 
law! It is my meditation all the day” (Psa 119:97).  
 


