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SERMON-BASED STUDY: PROVIDENCE AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Genesis 45:1-20, ESV – Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by him. He cried, “Make 
everyone go out from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2 And he 
wept aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3 And Joseph said to his brothers, 
“I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence.  

4 So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your brother, 
Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me 
here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there 
are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 And God sent me before you to preserve for you 
a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has 
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9 Hurry and go up to my 
father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not 
tarry. 10 You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s 
children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11 There I will provide for you, for there are yet five years 
of famine to come, so that you and your household, and all that you have, do not come to poverty.’ 12 And now your 
eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that speaks to you. 13 You must tell my father 
of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14 Then he fell upon his 
brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon 
them. After that his brothers talked with him.  

16 When the report was heard in Pharaoh’s house, “Joseph’s brothers have come,” it pleased Pharaoh and his 
servants. 17 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say to your brothers, ‘Do this: load your beasts and go back to the land of 
Canaan, 18 and take your father and your households, and come to me, and I will give you the best of the land of 
Egypt, and you shall eat the fat of the land.’ 19 And you, Joseph, are commanded to say, ‘Do this: take wagons from 
the land of Egypt for your little ones and for your wives, and bring your father, and come. 20 Have no concern for your 
goods, for the best of all the land of Egypt is yours.’ ” 
 
Notes: 
 
1.  
 
2.  
 
3.  
 
4.  
 
5.  

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time 
or that caught your attention, challenged, or confused you? 
 
 
 

QUICK REVIEW 



What does Joseph’s perspective of the events that led him to Egypt reveal about his 
understanding of God’s sovereignty and his ability to see God’s hand in difficult circumstances? 
 

 
 
 

 
What does Joseph’s example of forgiveness teach us about extending grace and mercy to 
those who have wronged us? 

 
 
 
 

 
How does this passage illustrate God’s providential care for his people, even in the midst of 
suffering and hardship? 

 
 
 

 
Matthew 6:25-34, ESV – 25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what 
you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single 

hour to his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: 
they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 But if God 
so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more 
clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ 
or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 
34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own 
trouble. 

 
What does Jesus mean when he says that Solomon “was not arrayed like one of these?” Why 
is this important? 

 
 
 

 
What does it mean to “seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness?” 
 
 

 
 
How does the promise of God’s provision in this passage build our trust in Him? 
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ENGAGE WITH THE MESSAGE 
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DIGGING DEEPER 
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Proverbs 20:22, ESV – Do not say, “I will repay evil”; wait for the LORD, and he will deliver you. 
 
 
Matthew 18:21-35, ESV – 21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against 
me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but 
seventy-seven times. 23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 

accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 
25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and 
payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when 
that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he 
began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 
31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to 
their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave 
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I 
had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also 
my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

 
Proverb 20:22 tells us to wait for the Lord. Why is it difficult to wait for the Lord? How can we be 
better at waiting on the Lord? 
 

 
 
 

 
How does God’s forgiveness of us relate to our willingness to forgive others? 
 
 

 
 

 
What does it mean to forgive? What are the benefits of forgiving? What are the detriments of 
refusing to forgive? 
 

 
 
 
 

This week, we were reminded that God’s sovereignty and providence are always present. We need to 
live in light of HIs providence and look beyond our circumstances to what He has for us. How are you 
doing at focusing on Him and not your circumstances? What changes do you need to make to be 
more trusting of God’s plan for your life? 
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TAKING IT HOME 
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Genesis 50:20 
Matthew 5:43-48; 10:26-33 
Romans 8:28 
Ephesians 4:32 
Colossians 3:13 

PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUEST 

FOR FURTHER STUDY 
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