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Order for the Public Worship of God 
 July 30, 2023 

9th Sunday after Pentecost 

11:00 AM Worship Service 
 
 
 

WE COME TO WORSHIP 
  
  OPENING VOLUNTARY         “He Is Born”              arr. Robert Hobby   
   
  WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                      Chris Curvin, Pastor 
  
  CALL TO WORSHIP (responsive)  
      Leader:   A light shining in the darkness... 
      People:  What could it be? 
      Leader:  The sound of angels’ wings... 
      People:  What could it mean? 
      Leader:   A baby born in a stable... 
      People:  What could it be? 
      Leader:   Let us go this day in worship to Bethlehem and see! 
        
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

(Please complete the bulletin insert, “FRIENDSHIP SHEET,”  
and pass it toward the center aisle.) 

             
*CAROLS  #113        “Angels We Have Heard on High”                GLORIA 
                                                    (stanzas 1,3) 
                   #119         “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”      MENDELSSOHN 
                                                    (stanzas 1,3) 
  
  CALL TO CONFESSION                           Paul Means, Associate Pastor          
  
   
 
 
 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (together) 
     O God of Christmas Peace, we have done wrong. We have tarnished  
     the gift you gave freely. We have buried you so deeply in our hearts,   
     the world doesn't see you. We have ignored your teachings, we have  
     lived lives of apathy, we have built fences to push people away, and  
     we have silenced the screams of those in need. Forgive us, we pray.  
     Free us from our sin, free us to live lives of joy through Jesus Christ.  
     Amen.  
 
  ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
  
  *CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #581                        GLORIA PATRI 
       Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
       as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
       world without end. Amen, amen 

ANTHEM/TRIO                    “O Holy Night”                       arr. Tom Fettke          
                    Stephanie Carson, Barbara Jordan, Michele White 

       O holy night!  The stars are brightly shining;  
       it is the night of the dear Savior’s birth. 
       Long lay the world in sin and error pining  
       ‘til He appeared and the  soul felt its worth. 
       A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices,  
       for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn; 
       Fall on your knees;  Oh, hear the angel voices!   
       O night divine, O night when Christ was born! 
       O night, O holy night, O night divine! 

  

       Truly He taught us to love one another;   

       His law is love and His Gospel is Peace 

       Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother  

       And in His name, all oppression shall cease 

       Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we  

       Let all within us Praise His Holy name 

       Christ is the Lord; O praise His name forever!  

       His power and glory evermore proclaim 

       His power and glory evermore proclaim.  Amen, amen, amen! 



   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORDS PRAYER          
       Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king- 
       dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us  
       this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive  
       our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from  
       evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
       ever. Amen.    
   
  CALL TO OFFERING                                                                    
  
*DOXOLOGY—#606                                              OLD HUNDREDTH 
       Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
       Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
       Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;   
       Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
  
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                          
                                                         
*CAROLS #145                    “What Child Is This”                GREENSLEEVES 
                                                       (stanza 1) 
                   #146             “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”               FLORIDUM 
                                                       (stanza 1) 
                  
                                        WE GROW IN THE WORD  
  
 SCRIPTURE READINGS                                               Luke 2:8-14 (KJV) 
                                                                                      John 20:1-10 (NRSV)                       
                                                                                                   
 SERMON                        “Unwrapping Christmas” 
                                              Chris Curvin, Pastor 
         
                                         WE GO OUT TO SERVE 

 

*CAROLS (all carols, 1st stanza only) 

                 #132          “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”    IN DULCE JUBILO 

                 #133                “O Come, All Ye Faithful”           ADESTE FIDELES 

                 #134                      “Joy to the World”                              ANTIOCH 

                 #135                 “There’s a Star in the East”                      FOLLOW 

                 #136              “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”                 GO TELL IT 

  

 



*BENEDICTION 

  
  CLOSING VOLUNTARY      “Oh How Joyfully”    arr. Michael Burkhardt 
                                                                                                                                       
*Congregation will stand. If standing is difficult for you,  
  feel free to remain seated. 

  

Stephanie Carson, Music Director;  David Furr, Organist   
  






















