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Order for the Public Worship of God
July 2, 2023
Sth Sunday after Pentecost
11:00 AM Worship Service

WE COME TO WORSHIP

OPENING VOLUNTARY “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”
arr. Don Phillips

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Paul Means, Associate Pastor

CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive)

Leader: We draw near to the one, true God who rules over all
nations.

People: Righteousness and compassion exalt a nation, but sin
and oppression bring misery and shattered dreams.

Leader: Bless the Lord your God for the good land He has given
you.

People: We will celebrate the goodness of God and proclaim the
good news that in Jesus Christ we have been set free.

All: Let us worship God!

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
(Please complete the bulletin insert, “FRIENDSHIP SHEET,”
and pass it toward the center aisle.)

*HYMN #337 “My Country, “Tis of Thee” AMERICA
CALL TO CONFESSION



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (together)

Almighty and loving God, your word makes it clear that it is for
freedom that Christ has set us free.”” Yet we confess that far too of
ten we do not live out the reality of that freedom in our lives. In-
stead, we too easily embrace the illusion that true freedom is doing
what we want, when we want. In your grace, forgive us and free us
to obey your life-giving commands and to faithfully do your will,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #581 GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen

*APOSTLES’ CREED (Together)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in
the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.

ANTHEM “Battle Hymn of the Republic”  arr. Roy Ringwald
Michele White, Soprano; David Furr, Organ; Jim Ferguson, Piano

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord:

He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;
He had loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword;

His truth is marching on.



Refrain: Glory, glory, halleluiah! Glory, glory, hallelujah!
Glory, glory, hallelujah! His truth is marching on.

I have seen Him in the watchfires of a hundred circling camps;
They have build-ed Him an altar in the evening dews and damps:
I can read His righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps,
His day is marching on. Refrain

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,
With a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me;
As he died to make men holy, let us die to make men free,
While God is marching on. Refrain

CALL TO OFFERING

*DOXOLOGY—#606 OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
WE GROW IN THE WORD
SCRIPTURE READINGS John 17:6-11(NRSV)
Galatians 5:1 (NRSV)
SERMON “True Freedom”

Paul Means, Associate Pastor

*HYMN #338 “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” MATERNA

WE UNITE IN PRAYER AND SACRAMENT

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE SHARING OF THE CUP
(To symbolize our unity in Christ, we hold the bread until the Elders and
Deacons are served and then all partake as one body. To symbolize our
personal relationship with the Lord, we drink of the cup, as the Spirit

leads.)
THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
WE GO OUT TO SERVE

*HYMN #331 “God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand NATIONAL HYMN
(stanzas 1,2,3)

*BENEDICTION

CLOSING VOLUNTARY “The Washington Post” John Phillip Sousa

*Congregation will stand. If standing is difficult for you,
feel free to remain seated.

Stephanie Carson, Music Director; David Furr, Organist



THE LIFE OF THE NATIONS

337 My Country, ‘Tis of Thee
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*Or “parents”
This now-familiar patriotic song was written by a Baptist minister and received its first public performance
at an Independence Day celebration by the Boston Sabbath School Union in 1831. It was written to replace a
German patriotic text sung to the same tune.

TEXT: Samuel Francis Smith, 1831 AMERICA
MUSIC: Harmonia Anglicana, c. 1744 6.6.4.6.6.6.4



THE LIFE OF THE NATIONS

O Beautiful for Spacious Skies 338
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who more than self their coun-try loved,and mer - cy more than life!
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and crown thy good with *broth-er-hood from sea to shin-ing sea!
con - firm thy soul in  self-con-trol, thy lib-er-ty in law!
till  all suc-cess be no -ble-ness and ev-ery gain di - vine!
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*Or “servanthood”
This text (inspired by the vista from Pike’s Peak and by a visit to Chicago’s Columbian World Exposition)
and tune (named MATERNA because it was composed for “O Mother, Dear Jerusalem”) were joined in 1912,
The combination proved immensely popular during World War I and afterwards.

TEXT: Katharine Lee Bates, 1893, alt. MATERNA
MUSIC: Samuel Augustus Ward, 1882 CMD



THE LIFE OF THE NATIONS
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hand leads forth in beau - ty all the star-ry band 3
past. In this free land by thee our lot is cast.
lence, be thy strong arm our ev - er sure de-fense.
way. Lead us from night to nev-er-end-ing day.

PEEE R | £ o o

S :

AT Py [] 1 I 1 1 1 o P-3

e e = ]

4
i L \ | | | | M
) — = I T The | I f E

X e 7 M

e ks %3 g f ‘see e @
of shin - ing worlds in splen - dor through the skies, 3
Be thou our rul - er, guard-ian, guide, and stay:

Thy true re - i - gion in our hearts in - crease.
Fill all our lives with love and grace di - vine,
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our grate - ful  songs be - fore thy throne a - rise.
thy word our law, thy paths our cho-sen  way.
Thy boun-teous good - ness nour -ish us in  peace.
and glo - ry, laud, and praise be ev - er thine.
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This hymn was generated by 19th-century centennial celebrations: the words by the Declaration of

Independence and the music by the adoption of the United States Constitution. Despite these origins, no

specific nation is mentioned in this hymn of praise and prayer for peace.

TEXT: Daniel Crane Roberts, 1876, alt.
MUSIC: George William Warren, 1892

NATIONAL HYMN
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