
March 8, 2026 

Ministers: All Members of the Church 
 

E. Chris Curvin, Pastor 
  

Northwood Presbyterian Church 
2875 State Road 580, Clearwater, FL  33761 

(727) 796-8090   Fax (727) 797-8276 
www.northwoodpc.org 

 
                             
                           Like us on Facebook! 
               facebook.com/npc.clearwater 

Welcome To 

Northwood Presbyterian 
Church 

A Stephen Ministry Church  
Organized February 19, 1978 

    BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS TO… 
Sunday, March 8:         Sharon Card 
Monday, March 9:        Liana Stephen 
Tuesday, March 10:      Joan Warrington, Gale Dufresne 
Wednesday, March 11: Darrell Cooper 
Thursday, March 12:    Carol Rathmell, Jim Carlstedt, Wilson Rigdon 
Saturday, March 14:     Andrew Michalk 

 
If you see someone whose birthday is listed and you haven’t seen them in 

church recently, give them a call!  

 
  
 
 
  
  

Church Staff Contact Information 
  
Staff members are available to answer any questions you might have regard-
ing church related programs through our office phone system. Provided be-
low are the phone extension numbers for our staff. If you don’t see a phone 
extension, other information is listed. If you call the church office when the 
lines are busy or the office is closed, you will be prompted to use the Dial By 
Name Directory OR the staff member’s extension number to leave a message.  
The church number is still 796-8090.   
  
Chris Curvin, Pastor/Head of Staff  x2007 
Stephanie Carson, Director of Music  x2009 
Taryn Lumia, Director of Contemporary Music, taryn@northwoodpc.org 
David Furr, Organist, dmfurr35679@gmail.com 
Emily Cantin, Director of Communications  x2001 
Mark Fettke, Bookkeeper  x2005   
Roxane Fineo, Director of Schools  x2010 
Dylan Cantin, Assistant Youth Director  x2008 (cell 727-723-5984) 
Aidan Murray, Facilities/Maintenance, x2002 
Drew Milano, Sound & Tech, worship@northwoodpc.org 

He called the crowd with his disciples and said to them,  
“If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves  

and take up their cross and follow me.  
For those who want to save their life will lose it,  

and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the 
gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the 

whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in 
return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my 

words in this adulterous and sinful generation,  
of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in 

the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

________________________________ 

Mark 8:34-38 

FAITHFULLY SERVING NORTHWOOD CHURCH TODAY 
           
GREETERS:  
   (9:00)      Sherri & Cliff Voege 
   (11:00)    Carol & Conrad Trunzo 
   
 USHERS:  
   (9:00)      Cindy Gamble & Georgia Rounding 
   (11:00)    Chris Stitzel & Barbara Moler 
 
COFFEE SERVERS: 
   (9:00)      Marie Ziegler & Susan Hasell 
   (11:00)    Edna Bartolucci & Lois Harber 

The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the glory of God by 
 

Beth Linville 
In Honor of Stephen’s Retirement 

 

Vickie Mills 
In Loving Memory of Husband, Jon & Son, Kevin 

  
Flower orders & donation costs for flowers ordered for worship are made  

using the “2026 Flower Reservation Chart” on the bulletin board across from 
the kitchen, or you may send your information directly to  

communications@northwoodpc.org  
Please remember to mark “flowers” and the date on your $30 donation. 

Thank you to those providing flowers each week In Honor/In Memory of 
someone or an anniversary/birthday!  

Large Print Bibles, Hymnals & Bulletins 
Large print Bibles, hymnals and bulletins are available. If you need assis-
tance locating one of these, please ask an Usher. 
 

Hearing Devices 
Hearing devices are available for use during the worship services. Please 
ask an usher if you are in need.  

Your Giving Matters 
For in-person worship, the offering plates will not be passed, however, 
offering boxes are located in the narthex. For those worshiping online, 
your giving matters too. Your continued faithfulness to the mission and 
ministry of Northwood through your giving is critical as the church’s ex-
penses do not stop.  Please commit to maintain your regular schedule of 
giving by mailing your gift or using one of the online platforms below for 
giving electronically: 
1. Text NPCHURCH to 73256 and follow the prompts. 
2. Visit www.northwoodpc.org and click on the giving tab. 
3. Click “Give” under the ChurchLife app menu options 

   Transportation Ministry 
Northwood provides transportation for those who need 
it to and from the 11:00 AM worship service. Call  the 
church office, 796-8090, before noon on Thursdays to 
reserve a seat on the van. 

http://www.northwoodpc.org


  CALL TO OFFERING  
     (Church offerings are given through the giving stations in the hallway,  
       online or through the mail.)  
                                                      
*DOXOLOGY—#606                                    old hundredth 
       Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
       Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
       Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;   
       Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                          
  
  THE INSTALLATION/ORDINATION OF DEACONS & ELDERS 
  

   DEACONS:                                ELDERS:  
     *Jody Beattie (1 yr term, 11:00)                Polly Brown (11:00) 
     *Karen Gipson (9:00)       Jackie Koski (11:00) 
       Emily Sutphin (11:00)               *Jarrett Mattson (9:00) 
       Marie Ziegler (9:00)     Keith Nadig (9:00) 
                         
    The Statement of Purpose 
    The Questions to the Candidates 
    The Questions to the Congregation 
    The Prayer of Ordination, Installation and Laying on of Hands 
    The Declaration and Charge                * those being ordained 
  
*HYMN #69                        “Here I Am, Lord”                                   here i am 
 
                                          WE GROW IN THE WORD  
 

  SCRIPTURE READING                                         Mark 8:31-38 (NRSVUE) 
                                                                                                             
  SERMON                             “The Scenic Route”  
                                                  Chris Curvin, Pastor  
 
                                           WE GO OUT TO SERVE 

 

*HYMN                        “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”                        assam 
   I have decided to follow Jesus;  I have decided to follow Jesus; 
   I have decided to follow Jesus;  No turning back, no turning back. 
  
   The world behind me, the cross before me;  
   the world behind me, the cross before me, 
   the world behind me, the cross before me;  
   no turning back, no turning back. 
  
   Though none go with me, I still will follow;  
   though none go with me, I still will follow; 
   though none go with me, I still will follow;  
   no turning back, no turning back. 
  
   My cross I'll carry, till I see Jesus; My cross I'll carry till I see Jesus, 
   My cross I'll carry till I see Jesus; No turning back, No turning back. 
  
   Will you decide now to follow Jesus? Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 
   Will you decide now to follow Jesus? No turning back, no turning back. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
  CLOSING VOLUNTARY      “Lift High the Cross”               David Cherwien 

 
     (You are invited to reflect on the worship service during the closing voluntary. If you must  
        leave before the end of the service, please respect those who remain and leave quietly.) 
  
*Congregation will stand. If standing is difficult for you, feel free to remain seated. 
  
  Please ensure all electronic devices are on silent during the service.   

 
Stephanie Carson, Music Director;  David Furr, Organist   

Order for the Public Worship of God 
 March 8, 2026 

3rd Sunday in Lent 
11:00 AM Worship Service 

 
 

WE COME TO WORSHIP 
 
  OPENING VOLUNTARY    “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”                                                                
                                                           Jubilation Ringers    arr. Cynthia Dobrinski 
          (Let us quietly prepare our hearts for worship during the opening voluntary)                                                                                                                                                     
   
  WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                            Chris Curvin, Pastor                
                                                     
  CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive, Psalm 95:1-7a)                                             
       Leader:  O come, let us sing to the Lord; the rock of our salvation!  
       People:  Let us come into God’s presence with singing; let us make a  
                     joyful noise to God!  
       Leader:  For the Lord is a great God. In God’s hand are the depths of the  
                     earth; the heights of the mountains are His also.  
       People:  The sea is the Lord’s, for He made it, and the dry land.  
       Leader:  O come, let us worship and bow down;  
                      let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!  
       People:  For the Lord is our God, and we are the people of His pasture,   
                     the sheep of God’s hand. 
  
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 

(Please complete the bulletin insert, “FRIENDSHIP SHEET,” and pass it toward the center aisle.) 
             
*HYMN #761             “Called As Partners in Christ’s Service”             beecher 
                                                                                               
  CALL TO CONFESSION                                  
 
  PRAYER OF CONFESSION (together) 
       God of renewal, who restores and rescues the lost and saves the afflict- 
       ed, there are times when our way grows confused. We struggle to know  
       what to do. Or worse, we know what needs to be done and find it easier  
       to stay on the wrong path. Forgive us for failing to follow a better way.  
       Remind us that you stand more ready to forgive than we are to confess  
       those aspects of our lives that need your grace. We pray all these things  
       in Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
  ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Responsive, Romans 8:34)  
       Leader:  Who is in a position to condemn? 
       People:  Only Christ Jesus, who died for us, yes who was raised for us,  
                      who is at the right hand of God and who indeed intercedes for   
                      us. 
       Leader:  Friends, believe the promise of the gospel:  
                     In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #581                           gloria patri 
       Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
       as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
       world without end. Amen, amen 
 

ANTHEM                                        “By Faith”                         arr. Lloyd Larson 
                                    Chancel Choir and Jubilation Ringers 
           
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORDS PRAYER      
      Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom  
      come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day  
      our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
      and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is  
      the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.    
  

  
  

WELCOME  
 

PRAISE SONG 

“Who You Say I Am”  
 

MEET & GREET 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

   PRAISE SONG 

“Reckless Love” 
                                

SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS IN PRAYER 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORDS PRAYER      
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.   

                                    
 CALL TO OFFERING   

(Church offerings are given through the giving stations  

in the hallway, online or through the mail.)  
  

                        INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 

                             Elders:      
             Polly Brown (11),  Jackie Koski (11),  

               *Jarrett Mattson (9), Keith Nadig (9)                                   

       Deacons:  
        *Jody Beattie (I yr term, 11), *Karen Gipson (9) 

                Emily Sutphin (11), Marie Ziegler (9) 
  

* those being ordained 
 

OFFERTORY 

“Ashes” 
 

SCRIPTURE 

                    Mark 8:31-38 (NRSVUE)  
                                              
                                             SERMON  
                      “The Scenic Route” 
                       Chris Curvin, Pastor 
   

SONG OF DEDICATION 

“I Will Follow” 
 

GOD’S BLESSING TO YOU 
 

Taryn Lumia, Director of Contemporary Music 


