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As Lent is the time for greater love, l isten to
Jesus’ thirst…He knows your weakness. He

wants only your love, wants only the chance
to love you.

Reflect - Resolve - Renew

St. Teresa of Calcutta



I had a bit of a sweet tooth when I was a kid. My parents' rule was that I could only
have one piece of candy a day, and that was just unacceptable to me. So, I worked
up a plan to thwart this lame rule. I decided to take my bag of candy from the
kitchen and eat it in the secret shadows of my bathroom. Nobody could see me.
Nobody could hear me. It was in secret.
 
Here's where the plan went south. Like the good boy that I was, I made sure to
dispose of the candy wrappers in the trash can, leaving a lot—and I mean a lot—of
evidence behind. I was found out, and my secret was exposed. Now, it seems quite
odd that our Lord is calling us to secrecy in today's gospel. He tells us to give alms
and pray in secret, and that our "Father who sees in secret" will repay us. Why would
He do that? This is not the only time Jesus calls people to secrecy—see Mark 5:43
and Mark 7:36 for a few examples. 

It goes without saying, but my candy secret is very different from what Jesus is
speaking about. Without extracting every theological component from this Gospel, I
think it's easy to see that Jesus is placing special value on seeking Him
wholeheartedly without distraction. This gospel is a reminder for us to pursue
humility in all that God calls us to do. In giving alms, do it without seeking
acknowledgment. In prayer, seek union with God. When you fast, be joyful.

February 22 | Ash Wednesday Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18

There's nothing else God desires from you other than a close and personal
relationship. Opening yourself to Him and trusting Him with your deepest intentions
in the secret of your room is a great place to start. Let us resolve to conduct our
Lenten observances in a way that is humble and reserved primarily for God and not
for any praise or motive that may detract from what God wants for us.

Resolve

Reflect - Secrets, secrets.

God, let my heart be stirred by the promptings of your Spirit and lure me into a
deeper understanding of your love. Fill my heart with nothing but gratitude for the
joys and troubles you would like me to bear this Lent. Amen.

Renew

Prepared by: Nic Gutierrez, Director of Faith Formation - ngutierrez@gscc.net

Reflection Song - Good to Me by Audrey Assad

Saint of the Day - St. Margaret of Cortona



Personally, this is one of those very special Scripture verses that speaks to
me very dynamically. It sometimes challenges me as a call to grit and
perseverance. At other times, it has been steeped in curiosity and an active
conversation with the Lord about self-denial. Lately, it has been a call to
ultimate trust and vulnerability.
 
I experience His invitation to abandon my preconceived notions of His plan
for my life. To do that, I intentionally must let go of my ideas of what His
plan is for my life and freely accept that everything that happens is willed
or allowed by God in order to deepen our intimate relationship with one
another. When I am able to do this through the grace of God, I find I am
able to bear my crosses with Him.
 

February 23 | Luke 9:22-25

Intentionally start your day in communication with the Lord, giving Him your
yes. By telling Him for one day, you will try to abandon your perspectives,
desires, thoughts, and emotions and walk in trust that each of the crosses
that are revealed to you during the day are a gift, given to know Him more
fully and to deepen your intimacy with Him. Ask Him for the grace to help
you do this. 

Resolve

Reflect

Thank you, Father for your Word and love for us. Thank you for the invitation
to take up our cross and follow your Son. Help us to better trust in you and
your loving Providence in our lives; knowing that everything is ordered to
deepen our intimacy and relationship with you. 

Renew

Prepared by: Carrie Sanchez, Administrative Assistant for Music and Liturgy - csanchez@gscc.net

Give  & Take by Danielle Rose

Saint of the Day - St. Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr



I’m not sure if I know anyone who doesn’t enjoy weddings. It’s like pizza.
Even bad weddings are still good. The room is filled with joy, celebration,
and love while everyone is catching up with friends and family. Good food,
music, and dancing all add to that same celebration of the newlywed man
and woman. The two have now become one through the sacrament of
marriage.
 
In this passage, the disciples of John the Baptist ask Jesus why His disciples
do not fast while the Pharisees, a strict Jewish sect in the time of Christ, do.
His response reveals two realities of Jesus' coming to earth: Jesus reveals
himself as the bridegroom, one who is soon to be married, and there is no
need to fast while they are in His presence. He then says, "The days will
come when the bridegroom is taken away from them," foreshadowing His
Ascension. The message is clear: in the presence of our Lord, there is no
reason for acts of penitence; but when He leaves, then we may pray, fast,
and give alms.

February 24 | Matthew 9:14-15

We are now living in the time without Christ in human form on earth; this is
a time of waiting for our bridegroom to return to lead us into this wedding
feast at the end times, this marriage supper of the lamb (Rev. 19:7–10).
Fasting is a natural response to this season of waiting. St. Thomas Aquinas
gives us three reasons to fast, "For we fast for three purposes: (1) to
restrain the desires of the flesh; (2) to raise the mind to contemplate
sublime things; and (3) to make satisfaction for our sins. These are good
and noble things, and so fasting is virtuous."

Resolve

Reflect

God the Father, thank you for giving us Your Son, Jesus Christ. Give us
minds and hearts that long to see your face again. Let us be a people that
are detached from the satisfactions of the world in hopes that we may be
united with you in eternal glory. Amen.

Renew

Prepared by: Nathan Karls, Coordinator of Student Confirmation - nkarls@gscc.net

No One Ever Cared For Me Like Jesus by Steffany Gretzinger

Saint of the Day - Blessed Josef Mayr-Nusser



Two words. Jesus only said two words to Levi, but that was all it took. This
simple, direct, and gentle invitation was all it took to completely change his
life. It wasn’t just an invitation to a lifestyle; it was an invitation to a
relationship with Christ.
 
And what was Levi’s response? "he got up and followed him." Then he
"gave a great banquet". I see a bit of the story of the Prodigal Son in this
moment. Levi was a tax collector, a traitor to the Jewish people, and a
prodigal. But his response to Jesus is his return to the home of his Father,
which prompts a great celebration.
 
I’d like to think that I would respond like Levi to a two-word invitation from
Jesus. But, would I? How many words do I require to convince me of His love
for me? To convince me that life in Him is far better than anything life
without Him could offer?
 

February 25 | Luke 5:27-32

Today look for the simple invitations Jesus is offering you in your daily life.
Don’t overcomplicate it or overthink it. Just respond to Him openly. 

Resolve

Reflect

Jesus, today I choose to follow you fully and completely. Help me to
embrace your invitation to a life with You with generosity and joy. Amen. 

Renew

Prepared by: Laura Nelson, Coordinator of Children's Faith Formation - lnelson@gscc.net

Nobody by Casting Crowns

Saint of the Day - Saint Luigi Versiglia



Today, the church looks a little different. The flowers are gone. The priest wears
purple vestments, and things seem more somber. It is Lent. A time to think more
about the staples of Lent: prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.
 
What am I going to do for Lent? What am I going to give up, or what extra
things should I be doing to become holier during these six weeks? Will this be a
Lent of change, or will it be business as usual? Will I end Lent a better person
than when I began, or will I finish Lent without growing closer to God?
 
Matthew’s gospel today, on this First Sunday of Lent, is always about Jesus’ 40
days in the desert after his baptism in the Jordan. He was tempted three times
and answered each time with a quote from scripture to resist the temptation.
 
When we are tempted, many times we give in to the temptation, instead of
resisting it like Jesus did. During this first week of Lent, let us examine how we
are tempted, remembering that what is a temptation to one person may not be
for someone else. By writing our temptations down and working on them, we
can begin to get rid of them in our lives, growing in holiness during these 40
days. Let us pray that we will have the courage and self-control to resist
temptation like Jesus did.
 

February 26 | 1st Sunday of Lent

What are the ways that I can make this Lent a time of spiritual change, and
grow in holiness, by resisting sin? Perhaps coming to daily Mass, Adoration,
outreach to the poor, Stations of the Cross, bible studies, retreat (CHRP),
Rosary or Catechism or Bible in a Year series, to name a few. Let us resolve
to make this Lent a time for change and not just business as usual.

Resolve

Reflect - Stay awake, you must be ready.

Lord, I want to make this Lent a time to grow closer to you and to resist
temptation. Help me to find the way you wish me to do this, that in praying
and meditating more on You, Jesus, Your holy will be done in my life. Amen.

Renew

Prepared by: Fr. John Mark Klaus TOR, Parochial VIcar - jklaus@gscc.net

 Lead Me to the Cross by Hillsong United

Saint of the Day - Saint Alexander of Alexandria

Matthew 4:1-11



In today’s readings, God provides us with clear standards on how we are
(and are not) to live and what he expects of us in order to have union with
Him and ultimately to attain Heaven. These laws and expectations that God
gives to us are not given arbitrarily or as a burden, but rather as the key to
how to live in a way that ultimately leads to flourishing and happiness.
 
When I think of Matthew’s gospel, I’m reminded that I need to find ways to
get outside of myself and love those around me. Sometimes that can take
the form of doing a community service project such as helping at a local
food pantry or attending a pro-life rally to pray and advocate for the
unborn and their mothers. At other times (and more often), though, it’s in
the little day-to-day things like... How do I treat those with whom I have
daily contact (am I truly present to them)? How do I react to and regard the
person who drives 10 mph below the speed limit in the left-hand lane on the
highway? (A sheepish look of guilt appears on the reflection writer’s face.)
How do I treat a family member who I struggle at times to love and get
along with? Do I hold grudges from the past? Do I pray regularly for my
family and for others in my life?
 
In reflecting on these types of questions, I know I still have much work to do
and I’m not yet fully where I need to be, but by God’s grace and with my
cooperation, I trust He can make me into the disciple He calls me to be.

February 27 | Matthew 25:31-46

This Lent, let us resolve to be the light in this world of darkness by the way
we conduct ourselves and in how we treat and serve those around us in our
lives. Let us bring the love and hope of Christ to others through our
practice of Lenten penances, prayers, and works of charity.

Resolve

Reflect

Lord Jesus, send Your Holy Spirit to fill me with grace and charity, that as I
seek to grow closer to you this Lent, I may always be a witness of Your love
to others in the world. Amen.

Renew

Prepared by: Bryan Trachier, Database Manager - btrachier@gscc.net

Glory Bound by Matt Maher

Saint Gregory of Narek, Abbot and Doctor of the
Church



Two major themes stand out in today’s gospel:
 
"This is how you are to pray…"
 
Jesus asks for simplicity. You don’t need to use fancy words or know
everything about your faith. Jesus asks for your willingness. He asks that you
speak to Him. He asks you to come and lay it all down at His feet.
 
"Your Father knows what you need before you ask him."
 
We are deeply known by our Father in Heaven. He knows us better than we
know ourselves. It is our joy to get the chance to spend our lives growing in
intimacy with Him.

February 28 | Matthew 6:7-15

Sometimes in prayer, the Lord asks us to simply be with Him, to let down our
guard, slow down our thoughts, and find peace in knowing that we are
seen, known, and loved by our Creator. Our challenge is to allow ourselves
to have that time and to let go of ourselves to more fully enter into
intimacy with Him.

Resolve

Reflect

Come Holy Spirit… Dear Heavenly Father, please help me to just be with You
in my simplicity, in my poverty, and in my sinfulness. I know You see me for
who I truly am and You still want me. I long for deeper intimacy with You.

Renew

Prepared by: Kayla Banning, Coordinator of High School Youth Ministry - kbanning@gscc.net

Steady Heart by Steffany Gretzinger

Saint of the Day - Saint Auguste Chapdelaine



Just as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so is Jesus Christ a sign to us
in this generation. Jesus is our something greater. As much as I hate to
admit it, I am a sinner. The bible is clear: "Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful
from the time my mother conceived me." (Psalm 51:5) I am also a sinner by
choice. Every day, sometimes several times a day, I commit sins of
commission—choosing to do something I shouldn't, and sins of omission—
choosing not to do what I should do.
 
St. Paul in his letter to the Romans eloquently points out that sin is hard to
resist at times. To do what is right requires us to stop and think clearly about
our choices and actively select good over sin. The good news is God sent
His son Jesus to be our Savior and Deliverer. Our love for Jesus should make
us want to live in the light, free from sin. Through the grace of God and the
gracious gift of Jesus Christ, we can find the strength to call ourselves
higher and to strive for holiness.

March 1 | Luke 11:29-32

Let us resolve to maintain our focus on Jesus, our source of something
greater, and refrain from sin in the face of temptation. 

Resolve

Reflect - Something greater than Jonah is here. 

Jesus, I commit to follow You. Give me the strength to overcome
temptations and avoid sin. If in my weaknesses I allow my sin and passions
to steer me in the wrong direction, please forgive me and help me regain
control. Amen. 

Renew

 Won't Stop Now by Elevation Worship

Saint of the Day - Blessed Giovanna Maria Bonomo

Prepared by: Donna Campbell, Executive Assistant to the Pastor, Director of Parish Engagement -
dcampbell@gscc.net

 



Asking for help has always been a challenge for me. If I believed I could do
it on my own, I would. This choice always left me exhausted and lonely.
There came a time when life was too overwhelming. I was defeated. My life
had become unmanageable, and I did not know how to do it alone. I
surrendered. That is when I fully understood the power of God’s love for me.
 
Ask, and you shall receive. Knock, and the door will be opened for you. God
did not intend for us to navigate life without Him. His desire is to be with us
and to help carry us through our struggles. I was never alone; I just had to
pray for His comfort and guidance. I opened my heart to Jesus Christ, and a
flood of mercy and grace entered, leaving me whole once again.

March 2 | Matthew 7:7-12

God desires that we come to Him when in need. There is no challenge too
great or too small that is unworthy of God’s grace. Let us resolve to be
open to Jesus’ intercession in our lives. Let us be mindful of others who are
struggling and lend a hand or an ear. Together, let us rejoice in God’s
mercy and healing.

Resolve

Reflect - You Do Not Have to Do it Alone

Heavenly Father, open my heart to the power of Your healing and the
beautiful connection with You that I yearn for. During this Lenten season,
use me as Your tool to help others in their sufferings and lift them up in
Your loving embrace. Amen.

Renew

Prepared by: Nicole Trevino, Business Manager - ntrevino@gscc.net

O Come to the Altar by Elevation Worship

Saint of the Day - Blessed Engelmar Unzeitig



Today, Jesus "ups the ante" for His followers, showing them that discipleship
is a beautiful, yet enormously challenging, undertaking. To follow Christ is
not simply a matter of adhering to basic moral standards common to all
people, but to accept a supernatural standard of morality that elevates one
towards holiness by demanding daily growth and sacrifice.
 
Jesus does not want us to simply accept the "bare minimum" of what it
means to be a good person; rather, He wants us to strive towards a Godly
perspective of life and ethics. And is there anything more Godly than
Christ’s call to forgiveness? Animals do not forgive. Mere creatures do not
forgive. But God expects us to forgive—and not just our brothers, but also
our enemies. Why? Because we are more than mere creatures! We are
creations made in the image and likeness of God! And thus, much is
expected of us. Jesus calls His followers to rise above their humanity and
put on a mantle of divinity—and this means forgiving others unconditionally,
just as Jesus has forgiven us.

March 3 | Matthew 5:20-26

Today, strive to see forgiveness as a participation in God's work, rather
than as a merely human endeavor. If there is someone you are having
difficulty forgiving, offer that person to the Lord saying: “Jesus, by my own
accord, I do not have the ability to forgive this person. So I ask that You
forgive him or her when I am too weak to do it on my own.”

Resolve

Reflect 

Lord Jesus, help me to remember that to forgive is to participate in Your
divinity. Call me outside of my comfort zone and help me to accept a
supernatural view of the world, so that I will not be content just to be a
“good person,” but strive to be a Godly person. 

Renew

Prepared by: Fr. Zack Burns, Parochial Vicar - zburns@gscc.net

Reflection Song - How He Loves by John Mark McMillan

Saint of the Day - Saint Katharine Drexel, Virgin



In a world full of pressure and high expectations, this Scripture can really
mess with your head. The world tells you that you have to be the perfect
parent, spouse, friend, student..., you even have to be a "perfect" pet
owner!
 
Is that what Jesus is saying here? That we have to be perfect in all things?
Thankfully, no.
 
Jesus isn’t inviting us into a Type-A, perfectionist mindset. He’s inviting us
into the kind of love that has no limitations, just like His love for us.
 
Is it easy to love like Jesus? No. We can’t love perfectly without His help.
Luckily, God never asks us to do something and then walks away saying,
"Good luck!" He loves us too much to do that! He will always help us. He’s
already given us the Holy Spirit, the Church, holy scripture, and the
sacraments. If we need more help, all we have to do is ask.

March 4 | Matthew 5:43-48

Today, seek out someone that is hard for you to love and spend some time
getting to know them better. Be present with them without judgment and
love them like Christ. 

Resolve

Reflect 

Jesus, I know you don’t ask anything of me without giving me the ability and
help to do it. Help me to be perfect in love like Your Father in heaven. And
help me to keep trying when I fail. 

Renew

Prepared by: Laura Nelson, Coordinator of Children's Faith Formation - lnelson@gscc.net
 

Reflection Song - Perfect Love by Jessie Rose-Rayner

Saint of the Day - Saint Casimir



Did you ever see something so shocking that you didn’t know what to say? That
happened to me and my husband as we were driving on I-40 headed to the east coast.
A driver on the opposite side of the road was going the wrong way across a bridge in
Knoxville, Tennessee. As my mind whirled through all the potential tragic outcomes, I saw
other drivers give way to the person careening through the traffic, going in the wrong
direction. I was speechless. By God’s grace, I did not see an accident, and I never knew
what ultimately happened. The best I could do was pray for those confronting the wrong
way driver.
 
Peter, James, and John were also shocked when they witnessed Jesus' transfiguration
right in front of their eyes. What a sight to behold! Jesus had just told them of His passion,
death, and resurrection, and they were afraid. Jesus then showed them His almighty
glory, with His face shining like the sun, so that they might gain a better understanding of
who He was. Again, they were afraid. But why were Moses and Elijah there? God’s voice
saying, "This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to Him," tells us the
answer. The law (Moses) and the prophets (Elijah) must give way to Jesus, God’s Son, the
One who is the new and living way, replacing the old. He was the fulfillment of the law
and prophets.
 
Are we, in our lives, giving way to Jesus? Are we allowing His all-powerful love to saturate
our lives and transform us? "Do not be afraid" is the command of Jesus that is repeated
more than any other command in the Bible, and we see it here in Matthew’s Gospel
(verse 7). He tells us again and again, in the softest whisper, "trust me." God’s grace is
everywhere; in fact, it is all around us. "It is good that we are here," Peter said. So soak in
the light of Christ that dispels the darkness and gives way to our Creator, God, who is
love itself. Then hold on, your life is about to change for the better!

March 5 | 2nd Sunday of Lent 

Turn one problem you have been struggling with, over to God. Ask for His will to be done
and that you have the courage to accept His will, no matter what it might be. Thank
God in prayer that you are giving way to the darkness and emerging as a child of the
light!

Resolve

Reflect - Give Way

Lord God, help me to give way to You in my life. Help me to please You in all that I do
and say this day and every day. Help me learn how to live in Your love and accept Your
never-ending grace in my life. Help me to transform and help me to help others, do the
same. In Jesus’ Holy Name I pray. Amen.

Renew

Prepared by: Colleen Whitlock, Communications Coordinator - cwhitlock@gscc.net
 

Reflection Song - I Want to Walk as a Child

Saint of the Day - Saint John Joseph of the Cross

Matthew 17:1-9



Before beginning my position at GSCC, I taught choir in the public schools
for 18 years. In Texas, fine arts subjects have a reputation across the nation
as being some of the very best in the country. Many people attribute this to
the sheer number and variety of competitions we had. We put students
against students and groups against groups, all to strive to see who is the
best.
 
One of the distinctions I would often need to clearly make at the beginning
of the school year, especially with younger students, was that when a judge
at a competition gives us a critique, it's done to help us improve in some
aspect of our art. It is never meant to be harmful to us or our character, but
is done with love as the motive.
 
In our gospel today, Jesus asks us to stop judging one another. To stop
condemning each other out of hatred. This does not mean that we can't be
critical of the choices others make or that we all have to enjoy the same
things. But if we are being critical, it's done because we want the best for
one another; that in our hearts, we approach each other with love.

March 6 | Luke 6:36-38

Pray for someone today who has been irritating you lately.

Resolve

Reflect 

Father in Heaven, You made each of us in Your own image, Your love for
each of us is so abundant. Help us to see You in everyone we meet, and
share the love You give so freely. 

Renew

Prepared by: Michael Williams, Director of Music and Liturgy - mwillliams@gscc.net
 

Reflection Song - Drops in the Ocean by Hawk Nelson

Saint of the Day - Saint Colette



There’s a certain draw, almost magnetic, to the church martyrs. Their
courage, bravery, and abandonment to the world through their supreme
witness lead many to fall in love with them. Today marks the feast of Sts.
Perpetua and Felicity, martyred in North Africa for being beautifully
obstinate in their faith.
 
We must face, with full armor, our daily obstacles without hesitance or fear.
These obstacles come in many forms, but in 2023, they will not come by
way of public beheadings. They come in smaller, less obvious ways.
 
In today's gospel, Christ instructs us to practice what we preach and to
always remain humble. Perpetua and Felicity did precisely this. During Lent,
let us refocus and re-aim. We may not be called to martyrdom, but through
Christ’s death on the cross, we are all called to sacrifice.

March 7 | Matthew 23:1-12

Lent is meant for us to come back to our roots in Christ. We want our
sacrifices and fasting to be intentional and forward-leaning, so whatever
you feel called to observe this Lent, let it guide you to a greater
understanding and relationship with our Lord. Allow God to change you!

Resolve

Reflect 

Lord, during this Lenten journey, show me Your love and wisdom. Embolden
my heart to claim You as my most precious possession and never forsake
Your wondrous love. Like Sts. Perpetua and Felicity, may I find joy in all of
life’s trials and tribulations. 

Renew

Prepared by: Barbara & Ray Bergez, Communications Coordinator - bbergez@gscc.net
 

Reflection Song - Your  Love Defends Me by Matt Maher

Saint of the Day - Saints Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs



In today’s gospel passage, the sons of Zebedee state that they are willing
to share in Christ’s cup of pain. What are we willing to do for Christ? Are
we willing and ready to walk in Jesus’ way, the way of the Cross?
 
There is no shortcut to heaven, no bypass; there is only one way—the long
way of dedicated service, commitment, faith, and loyalty to the cross. The
call of Jesus for us today is one of humble service, for he also chose the
path of service. Lent calls us to take up our crosses and reproduce in our
lives the same kind of love that filled the heart of Christ. The love that made
him die for us even while we were sinners. Lent exhorts us to look for
eternity in the right direction. It challenges us to seek the saving grace of
God, who is merciful and faithful (Ps. 31:17).

March 8 | Matthew 20:17-28

Do not be like the wicked men of Jeremiah’s day
Do not concoct evil schemes to pull down a brother or a sister
Do not repay the good done to you with evil
Do not pray evil for your aggressors
Embrace true ambition and servant leadership with humility.

Resolve

Reflect - Share in the Sufferings of Christ

This Lent, we pray to God like the prophet Jeremiah did: “Give heed to me
(us) O Lord and listen to my (our) pleas” (Jer. 18:19) as we strive through the
pains of this life towards eternity. Amen.

Renew

Prepared by: Fr. Mike Higgins TOR, Pastor - mhiggins@gscc.net
 

Father, I Put My Life in Your Hands (Ps. 31)
by John Michael Talbot

Saint of the Day - Saints John of God, Religious



My mom had a great saying I heard as a child, memorized, and later realized was true. It
was: "The smallest present in the whole wide world is a person who is all wrapped up in
themselves." In today’s gospel, we wonder: Was the rich man all wrapped up in himself?
We don’t know for sure. But what we do know is that he died and, from the netherworld,
saw Lazarus, the poor man, standing at the side of Abraham. The rich man was tortured,
and he cried out, "Father Abraham, have pity on me. Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his
finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am suffering torment in these flames."
 
The disturbing parable in today’s gospel tells us to pay attention, to wake up, and to not
be absorbed in ourselves. Bishop Barron describes "the heart of sin as taking oneself too
seriously." Sin closes us in on ourselves and makes us focus on only ourselves. But
although our lives are a "puff of smoke that appears briefly and then disappears" (James
4:14), we have hope—the hope in Jesus Christ, our Savior! He showed us how to live while
we are here on earth.
 
It’s not too late to experience the real joy of heaven. Just as sin closes us in, charity
draws us out of ourselves, and that is where we find joy. The word "ecstasy" literally
means to stand outside of oneself. Mother Teresa remarked that you can find Calcutta
all over the world, if you have eyes to see. So too, we can find Lazarus all over the world
if we have eyes to see. Lazarus can be all around us, in those who are physically suffering
but also in those who are spiritually suffering. To help serve God, we have the corporal
and spiritual works of mercy lived through outreach opportunities and many, many
wonderful ministries here at Good Shepherd. So, seek forgiveness for your sins and stand
in the real joy of heaven. It’s not too late!

March 9 | Luke 16:19-31

Speak to God directly and ask Him to use YOU for the betterment of His kingdom. Then,
act. Look in the bulletin, e-newsletter, or Church Center app for ways that you can get
involved. Don’t give up when things try to get in your way. Then thank God for helping
you fulfill your mission of love while here on earth.

Resolve

Reflect - Too Late?

Lord God, help me to see the Lazarus’s all around me. Help me to turn away all thoughts
about me and help me to reach out to others. Give me such courage and confidence in
your love that I find your path of joy and right order in my life. Help me to cherish this
time on earth, bear fruit for your kingdom and boldly serve you, following the model of
Jesus Christ, my Lord and Savior. Amen.

Renew

Prepared by: Colleen Whitlock, Communications Coordinator - cwhitlock@gscc.net
 

Blest Are They

Saint of the Day - Saint Frances of Rome



I like to dabble a bit in woodworking. I have made enough tables, consoles, and
dressers to know what it takes to ensure they are built well. There's a lot to consider,
such as moisture content, species of wood, joinery method, finishing techniques,
etc. I also enjoy fixing and restoring wood-made items. Just the other day, I took my
kids to a thrift store, where we found a beautiful kids' wicker-backed rocking chair.
A few of the joints were loose, and there was a split on the seat, but the kids
absolutely loved it. So, I took a closer look and was able to determine the causes of
the failed joints and why the seat had split. I bought it (because I'm a good-good
father) and brought it home, knowing exactly what needed to happen to bring it
back to life.

In today's gospel, we find Jesus reminding the Pharisees, "Did you never read in the
Scriptures: "The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone"?" This
gospel was a popular preaching theme in the early church because it was an easy
teaching reference. Think about the building demands in those days. A cornerstone
had to be sound and strong enough for the two adjoining walls. If one of their
structures collapsed, the first thing to inspect would have been the cornerstone to
see if it failed or if one was even present.

We can sometimes forget or deny our Lord, and we are only able to identify this
rejection of Him in the presence of consequence or disaster, leaving us saying, "If
only we had built on him." In hindsight, it is easy to identify when things go wrong,
but it is of the utmost importance to build on the cornerstone that is Christ, our Lord.

March 10 | Matthew 21:33-34, 45-46

Today I would like to call you to bring our Lord into your day as the true cornerstone
of everything that may occur. Let us not think of Jesus as a mere aid or supplement
to our lives, but rather, the ultimate building stone upon which supports us and
gives meaning to the things we do.

Resolve

Reflect - If Only We Build on Him

Jesus, as the cornerstone, make my weakness strong. I invite you now into this day
and hope I may glorify you in all that I do. Produce good fruit in me and help me
respond to the Spirit's promptings.

Renew

Prepared by: Nic Gutierrez, Director of Faith Formation- ngutierrez@gscc.net
 

Cornerstone by Amanda Cook | Bethel Music

Saint of the Day - Blessed Jean-Marie Joseph Lataste



My favorite line of this Gospel is the beginning of verse 17, "Coming to his
senses..." In that moment, the son began to remember who his father was. It
starts with the realization that his father is fair and just; treating his servants
with dignity and respect. You could say that, at that moment, the son
remembered why his father was worthy of his love.
 
Then, when the son arrives at home, he learns something that surprises him—
to his shock, his father still loves him despite everything he’s done. He’s not
just a good man, he’s a loving father. It's who he is.
 
Far too often, I’m forgetful, like the Prodigal Son. I forget how good God is
and how worthy He is of my love. And, because I forget His goodness, I also
forget how much He loves me.
 
But, more and more, I "come to my senses" and remember who He is and
who I am in His eyes. What a great reason to celebrate and rejoice!

March 11 | Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

Remind yourself of God’s goodness and His love for you by reading
paragraph 1 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church and Romans 8: 38-
39. 

Resolve

Reflect

Father, you are so good, merciful, just, and forgiving. Thank You for loving
me even when I don’t love you the way You deserve. Help me to “come to
my senses” like the Prodigal Son so that I can remember how worthy You
are of my love. 

Renew

Prepared by: Laura Nelson, Coordinator of Children's Faith Formation - lnelson@gscc.net
 

Good Good Father  by Chris Tomlin

Saint of the Day - Saint Marcus Chong Ui-Bae



When I was a kid, the church by my house did a drive-through life of Jesus.
Parishioners were stationed around the parking lot, acting out scenes from the
gospel, while a borrowed cassette tape read the corresponding bible
passages. I watched as my family passed all the big moments from Jesus’ birth
and early ministry until we eventually came to the woman at the well. To my 8-
ish year-old self, including this story seemed completely random. Jesus was
cryptically talking to some woman about eternal life, but He did that a lot...
 
As I grew up and learned the meaning behind this encounter, it became one of
my favorite gospel stories. Before Jesus, this woman was somewhat of an
outcast. She went to get water in the heat of the day so that she wouldn’t have
to deal with other people’s judgment. However, by the end of this interaction,
"Many…began to believe in Him because of the word of the woman." She was
changed not because she witnessed some huge miracle, but because despite
who she was, Jesus saw her and loved her.
 
I think this reflects our stories too. No matter where we’ve come from, we have
all been touched by Christ. Even though most of us don’t have a platform like
EWTN or Ascension Presents where we can regularly share our faith with
thousands of people, many can come to Christ because we choose to see and
love them.

March 12 | 3rd Sunday of Lent

As we go throughout our day, it can be easy to focus only on the things we
need. How can you go outside of yourself to let the people you encounter
know that they are seen and loved by God? This might be spending an extra 10
minutes playing with your kids instead of watching TV, bringing coffee to a
coworker, or even asking your cashier about their day (and actually meaning
it).

Resolve

Reflect

Father God, Thank you for the way You love even the lowliest, most broken parts of
me. Let that love fill me so completely that I can do nothing but pour it into all that I
meet. Amen

Renew

Prepared by: Mary Beth Reagor, Childcare Coordinator/Little Lambs Teacher - mreagor@gscc.net
 

I  Know by Bellarive

Saint of the Day - Saint Fina

John 4:5-42



As a newly married couple, a common piece of advice my husband and I
heard going into marriage was to "pick your battles," or, when you are
arguing, ask yourself, "Is this a mountain I am willing to die on?" Ninety-
eight percent of the time, the answer is "no, this is not worth losing our
peace for one of us to have the satisfaction of being right." (Oh, but how
tempting it is!)
 
Jesus also picked His battles. Often, we don’t picture Jesus "battling"
anyone. He is the Healer, the Prince of Peace, and the Good Shepherd.
While He is all of those things, He is also a warrior and a revolutionary. Jesus
went to His home town, spoke the truth, and then felt the hands of His
friends grab Him to throw Him off a cliff. This had to be heartbreaking and
infuriating, but this was not the hill on which He would die. At any minute,
Jesus could have chosen to battle, but instead, He made His point in truth
and love and walked away.

March 13| Luke 4:24-30

So often, we are faced with the temptation to become frustrated,
annoyed, or angry at those around us. This Lent, let us ask our Lord to help
us have the wisdom to know when to walk away and to guide us in always
speaking with truth, kindness, and charity. 

Resolve

Reflect - “But he passed through the midst of
them and went away.” 

Come Holy Spirit, fill our minds with wisdom, love, and patience especially
when we are most challenged to give into frustration or anger.

Renew

Prepared by: Kayla Banning, Coordinator of High School Youth Ministry - kbanning@gscc.net
 

I Surrender by Hillsong Worship

Saint of the Day - Saint Agnellus of Pisa



Regifting—a term coined by the popular sitcom Seinfeld—is considered a
faux pas in our culture. What you receive as a gift from one person should
not be rewrapped and given to another. It’s cheap! It’s thoughtless! Yet,
when it comes to mercy, regifting is exactly what God calls us to do.
 
Each of us is a recipient of the unfathomable mercy of God. We do not
deserve it, but we receive it anyway. God is not like Santa Claus, who
checks a list to see who receives a gift and who doesn’t based on his or her
behavior. Mercy is free for all who desire it—but with a catch! The mercy we
receive becomes the mercy we extend. The gift we receive from the Lord’s
goodness is not meant for us to hoard but to give away to others as freely
as we have received it. And this type of regifting is not taboo; it’s what is
expected of us!

March 14 | Matthew 18:21-35

The next time you partake in the sacrament of reconciliation, resist the
temptation to see the priest’s prayer of absolution as a “magic wand”
dispensing God’s mercy in an instantaneous, glorious moment of
forgiveness. Instead, see the mercy you receive as a lasting, transformative
gift. Allow what God has given you to dwell in your heart so that it may be
given to others at the proper time. 

Resolve

Reflect

Lord, never allow us to be selfish beneficiaries of your mercy! What we have
received as a free gift from You, help us to give to others without judgment
or condemnation.

Renew

Prepared by: Fr. Zack Burns TOR, Parochial Vicar - zburns@gscc.net
 

All I Need is You  by Hillsong United

Saint of the Day - Saint Mathilda



One of my all-time favorite musicals is Fiddler on the Roof. This story follows Tevye,
a poor milkman, as he tries to provide for his family in the pre-revolutionary Russia
era and maintain his beloved Jewish traditions while his faith is challenged and
traditions broken. It may surprise you that one of Tevye’s opening lines goes very well
with today’s gospel: "Without our traditions, we would be as shaky as a fiddler on
the roof."
 
In today’s gospel, Jesus says He didn’t come to abolish the Law of the Prophets but
to fulfill them. But if He didn’t come to abolish the law of the prophets, then why
aren't we practicing Jewish traditions? Think about this: He came to fulfill the law,
which means that He came to make the law whole just as He came to make us
whole. Because of this, the traditions, laws, and practices of our faith look different
today. This is especially evident during the Mass.
 
One example is the Passover meal, where the tradition of the people was to find a
lamb without blemish, sacrifice it, prepare it a specific way, eat of the lamb, and
put the blood of the lamb on the door lintel with hyssop. We obviously don’t follow
this tradition today, which was a tradition that even Jesus himself partook in, but it is
still fulfilled at every Mass. The bread and wine used for the Holy Eucharist, which
are prepared in a specific way at the altar, become His holy flesh and blood after
being consecrated by the Priest, and then we partake in eating the flesh and blood
of Jesus (our unblemished lamb) at the "Passover meal." 

March 15 | Matthew 5:17-19

Our Heavenly Father desires for you to receive Him intimately in the Eucharist. Next
time at Mass, remember Jesus’ sacrifice and reflect on Who you are receiving when
you receive Communion. 

Resolve

Reflect

Come Holy Spirit, fill my heart with a desire to follow Your word throughout this
Lenten season. Enkindle in me a fire of understanding for Your Son’s Passover. Amen. 

Renew

Prepared by: Kelly Salas, Coordinator of Middle School Youth Ministry - kreyes@gscc.net
 

O Come to the Altar by Elevation Worship

Saint of the Day - Saint Louise de Marillac



Thinking back on our childhood, I'm sure many of us can remember a time
when we went to one of our parents to ask for something, more than likely
something not good for us, and when we got told "No," we went to the
other parent to see if they would be more appreciative of our cause.
 
My parents have been divorced since I was in high school, but one of the
most impressive things they did together was parent us into adulthood.
Once they both came for one of our sons' birthday parties, and they told my
wife and me, "We need to go outside to call Michael's brother." He was still
in college and was asking each of them for money without telling the other
parent. My wife was so impressed that they worked together to help
correct my brother's choices. When she asked my mother about it, my
mother replied, "We're still his parents, and we need to guide him together."
 
"Every kingdom divided against itself will be laid waste, and house will fall
against house." Jesus lets us know, in today's gospel, that the Lord's house
will be triumphant over all evil in the world. We may have differences with
each other, but united in the love of Christ, we can accomplish anything.

March 16 | Luke 11:14-23

Reach out to a family member and thank them for the love they share with
you.

Resolve

Reflect

Father in Heaven, You never leave us, You are here in our great times and
in our times of need. Help us to always be united to Your love, to trust that
You will always be for us.

Renew

Prepared by: Michael Williams, Director of Music and Liturgy - mwilliams@gscc.net
 

The God Who Stays  by Matthew West

Saint of the Day - Saint Abban



We have an awesome God who wants us to love as He loved and act as He
acted so that everyone we encounter will know Him through us. Whatever
our heart clings to is our "god," and when we cling to anything or anyone
other than God, we are guilty of idolatry. God alone must be first in our
hearts and our lives. So how do we put God first?
 
I remember hearing a saying that has always stuck with me: "No Bible, no
breakfast. No Bible, no bed." Our lives are so busy and full of distractions.
But I have found that if I start each day before my feet hit the floor to thank
God for the blessing of another day and read just one passage from his
Word (and then repeat this practice before bedtime), He takes first place in
my heart and my life. It is as if these are the solid bookends that keep
everything else aligned in my life.

March 17 | Mark 12:28-34

God wants you and me to love Him with all our hearts, with all our souls,
with all our minds, and with all our strength. And, to love our neighbor as
ourselves. Let us commit to putting God first in our heart and our life by
obeying the greatest commandment He gave us. 

Resolve

Reflect - The Greatest Commandment

On this Feast of St. Patrick, let us pray "The Breastplate of St. Patrick"
prayer: Christ shield me this day. Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ
behind me, Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ on my
right, Christ on my left, Christ when I lie down, Christ when I arise, Christ in
the heart of every person who thinks of me, Christ in the eye that sees me,
Christ in the ear that hears me. Amen. 

Renew

Prepared by: Donna Campbell, Executive Assistant to the Pastor, Director of Parish Engagement -
dcampbell@gscc.net

 

Love God Love People by Danny Gokey

Saint of the Day - Saint Patrick



As C.S. Lewis reminds us in his book "The Problem of Pain," sometimes pain is
God’s megaphone to the world—and also to us individually. So often God is
trying to speak to us and direct our attention to the changes we need to make in
our lives to become more holy men and women and to be able to enjoy more
meaningful and flourishing lives, but we simply aren’t listening. Often, our own
pride and self-centeredness get in the way of being open to hearing the voice of
God and His plan for our lives.
 
In my teens and 20s, I often didn’t have my priorities straight. I spent much of my
high school and college years on various petty pursuits that, in the end, weren’t
fulfilling and ultimately took away time that I could have spent focusing on more
meaningful goals like growing deeper in my relationship with God, developing
myself more as a person, building better personal relationships, and advancing
closer to my vocation. And while it’s true that "hindsight is 20/20," I can see that
some of my misguided choices have had long-term consequences.
 
What I realize now is that my pride and self-centeredness led me too often to put
God on the back burner, both in my daily life and in my decision-making. Sure, I
was going to Mass, going on retreats, and volunteering at events. But, like the
Pharisee in today’s gospel, my interior spiritual life was often lacking, and I mostly
just lived for myself. It’s taken many years for me to see this. And I have to admit
that my pride and selfishness still get the better of me more often than I care to
admit. But I take solace in knowing that God doesn’t give up on me even when I
fall short and fail to put Him first. God remains faithful and is always waiting to
take me back and lift me up again. I just need to turn to Him and seek Him with a
sincere heart. Thankfully, I have another Lenten season to do just that.

This Lent, let us spend time with the Lord asking Him to show us the areas of our lives
where we need to surrender to Him, and humbly implore His mercy and grace to rely on
Him rather than ourselves.

Resolve

Reflect

Lord Jesus, help me to recognize those times when I’m relying too much on myself instead of
relying on your grace to transform and direct my life, and grant that I may desire and strive to
amend my life to conform to Your will rather than my own. Amen.

Renew

Lay  Down My Pride by Jeremy Camp

Saint of the Day - Saint Cyril of Jerusalem

March 18 | Luke 18:9-14

Prepared by: Bryan Trachier, Database Manager - btrachier@gscc.net



The Gospel of John was written by an intimate friend called "the beloved" of the
Lord. Perhaps for 50 years or more, as John pondered over the events in the life of
Jesus, he saw more deeply and clearly the meaning in everything the Lord did. Out
of hundreds of stored memories of the Lord, under and subject to the Holy Spirit,
John teaches us with the story of the "man born blind."
 
Blind from birth, now a young man, he stands as the Word of Life passes by. The
disciples opined that the cause of the lack of sight could be explained as a
punishment for sin—that of the young man or his parents. Jesus explains that out of
this man’s physical darkness, light would shine and the glory of the Lord would be
manifested.
 
Jesus kneels on the ground and spits, forming a clay mixture. The healing spit of
Christ becomes one with the dirt of the earth—another sign of the Incarnation. One
may be reminded of the second account of the creation of man when God kneels
on the earth and breathes his life into the clay.
 
After smearing the eyes of the young man with the spit-clay mixture, Jesus says, "go
to the pool of Siloam and wash," and you will see. The water that Jesus consecrated
by his own baptism in the Jordan is now a source of healing, sight, and glory. We
understand that baptism is an action that calls humanity forth from darkness into
light.
 
As the encounter continues, lines are drawn, animosity grows, and hatred is born.
The young man, increasing in his faith and understanding, finds himself "thrown out"
by leaders who, in denying Christ, stubbornly move more and more into darkness.

March 19 | 4th Sunday of Lent

Christ is the “Light of the world” --His words, His proclamation, His
promise. It is His invitation to humanity to come to the waters of Baptism,
be washed clean and see the meaning of life with new clarity, new eyes.

Resolve

Reflect - The Greatest Commandment

Lord, help me to celebrate Your mercy that brought me to the water of
Life. To You, O Christ be glory now and forever.

Renew

Prepared by: Fr. Ron Mohnickey TOR, Parochial Vicar - rmohnickey@gscc.net
 

Amazing Grace

Saint of the Day - Blessed Clement of Dunblane

John 4:5-42



On December 8th, 2020, Pope Francis declared 2021 "The Year of St. Joseph,"
dedicating the Church to the spouse of Mary. We know very little of St. Joseph. He
has no words recorded in scripture, and his name is only mentioned a handful of
times: here in this passage, the flight to Egypt, and the finding of Jesus in the
temple. Many people are taking notice and developing a devotion to Joseph, but
why?
 
Christ coming to earth, His incarnation, means He humbled Himself to become fully
man. Christ lives the same experiences we have, one of which is that He also had a
family. Jesus had a father, yes, a Father in heaven, but also an earthly father who
raised Jesus in all the ways any other young boy would be raised. Joseph is the
foster father of the Son of God, the Protector of the Holy Family, and the Guardian
of the Virgin Mary.

March 20 | Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a

After Mary, Joseph is the greatest of all saints. He is my favorite saint, and I would
encourage everyone to spend time meditating on who he is for the Holy Family and
thus for the world. Imagine him praying on his knees in front of Mary's womb.
Imagine the tender moments the Holy Family must have had. I cannot say much
more than pointing you to a few of the titles for Joseph found in "The Litany of St.
Joseph" listed below, which give more color to this man scripture calls "a righteous
and just man."

Resolve

Reflect - The Greatest Commandment

God the Father, renew in me a desire to pursue You and what You love. Turn my
mind away from the things of the world and towards the lasting things of heaven. I
ask for the loving intercession of our spiritual father St. Joseph, so we may grow in
the virtues he modeled for us. With Mary and Joseph, in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Renew

Prepared by: Nathan Karls, Coordinator of Student Confirmation, Young Adults - nkarls@gscc.net
 

Most Beautiful / So In Love  by Maverick City Music
 

Saint of the Day - Saint Joseph

Spouse of the Mother of God
Guardian of the Redeemer
Foster father of the Son of God
Head of the Holy Family
Terror of demons
Protector of Holy Church



A few years ago, my wife decided she wanted to create a "Lenten
Challenge" for both her students and our children. She challenged her
students to bring in travel size toiletries throughout the days of Lent. When
Lent was coming to a close, she worked with our children to package up
the supplies she received into small toiletry kits. So, each one had a
toothbrush, toothpaste, some deodorant, and various other items a person
needs to feel dignified.
 
On Good Friday of that year, she took all the bags down to Union Gospel
Mission in Fort Worth. She called me afterward in tears. She couldn't
believe the number of people in need of the care and support that Union
Gospel Mission provides. She knew that the small gesture she, her students,
and our children had made was greatly appreciated, but she wished there
was more that could be done. There were so many people who needed
help.
 
In today's Gospel, Jesus comes to the man sitting by the healing Bethesda
pool. He is so crippled and ill that he is unable to get himself into the
soothing waters. While Jesus could have done the obvious thing and helped
the man into the pools to ease the pain he was in, he sees past this
immediate desire and sees what the man truly needs to feel dignity:
forgiveness of his sins.

March 21 | John 5:1-16

Discuss with your family one way you could be more involved with any one
of the GSCC Outreach Ministries

Resolve

Reflect

Lord, allow us to always see You in everyone we meet. You desire everyone
in this world, help us to love all as you do.

Renew

Prepared by: Michael Williams, Director of Music and Liturgy - mwilliams@gscc.net
 

Into the Water  by Highlands Worship

Saint of the Day - Blessed Maria Candida of the Eucharist



I had a professor in college who, when reading scripture during class, would
love to point out how the Father and the Son kept pointing to each other for
elevation and direction! At Jesus' transfiguration, the Father will say, "Listen to
Him," and in other places in scripture, the Son will say things like, "I have come
down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me." It
seems confusing, right? This is the beautiful mystery of the Holy Trinity!

Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever hears my word
and believes in the one who sent me
has eternal life and will not come to condemnation,
but has passed from death to life. (v. 24)

What a beautiful thing it was for us to have heard from the mouth of God.
Consider being present and hearing Jesus speak in John 6:24. How would you
feel? What would you say?

In this verse, the fullness of divine revelation, Jesus Christ, promises eternal life
to those who hear His word and believe in the one who sent Him. By virtue of
our baptism, we are baptized into Jesus' death and resurrection, so that death
won't ever be death. If we continue to hear the word and believe in the one
who sent Jesus, then there's a glorious resurrection waiting for us!

March 22 | John 5:17-30

Be confident today, knowing there is a resurrection drawing near. If things get
tough today or you find yourself struggling spiritually, take solace in the fact
that death will not be death! Truly heed the word from our Lord and believe in
His Father, who loves you very much.

Resolve

Reflect

Jesus, comfort me as I continue journeying through Lent. I unite my sufferings to
you and ask that you give me ears to listen to your word, and the heart to
faithfully trust and obey the Father.

Renew

Prepared by: Nic Gutierrez, Director of Faith Formation - ngutierrez@gscc.net
 

Great Are You Lord  by Amanda Cook | Bethel Music

Saint of the Day - Saint Humilitas



If we are overly concerned with human approval, we could end up like
Aaron, who bowed to the people’s pressure and built a molten calf for the
Hebrew people, which they took as their god. This is what happens when
we bow to human pressure instead of putting God first. When God saw
that the people had turned away from Him under Aaron’s leadership, He
became so angry that He almost destroyed the entire nation. Thank God
Moses intervened on behalf of the people by pleading with God to change
His mind.
 
In Jesus Christ, we see another Moses in that Jesus, by His blood, intercedes
on our behalf before God. As St. Paul says in 1 Timothy 2:5-6, "For there is
one God. There is also one mediator between God and the human race,
Christ Jesus, Himself human, who gave Himself as ransom for all." Let us
always seek to please God rather than people. You may not be popular,
don’t worry; people may not like you, no problem; even your neighbors or
family members may hate you, rejoice and be glad, your reward is great in
heaven.

March 23 | John 5:31-47

Do I simply do things because of what people are saying? Do I really put
God first and try to please Him even it means losing favor with the people
around me? Am I ashamed of professing my faith or of standing for the
truth just because I want people to praise me?

Resolve

Reflect - Peer Pressure

As St. Peter would say: “…if you are patient when you suffer for doing what
is good, this is a grace before God. For to this you have been called,
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example that you
should follow in His footsteps.” (1 Pt 2:20-21). Lord Jesus, may I seek Your
approval only. Amen.

Renew

Prepared by: Fr. Mike Higgins TOR, Pastor - mhiggins@gscc.net
 

Psalm 106:1-6,19-23 Song - Give Thanks to the Lord 
 by Jason Silver

Saint of the Day - Saint Turibius of Mogrovejo



Generations had passed, and the years had grown long for the Jewish
people waiting for the Messiah. Over time, they had created this idea of
what type of leader Christ would be and what He would do when His reign
came. Needless to say, Jesus was a shock to them when He proclaimed He
was Christ. He was not a military leader who would free His people from
Rome, and He did not come down in a roar of fire or breath-taking wind. He
came in simplicity. He arrived as a baby and was born in a local town. He
came as someone who looked like anyone else walking on the street.
 
The Jewish people's expectations and assumptions about who the Christ
would be blinded them to the reality of who the Christ actually was. They
are not alone in that. How often do we make assumptions about Christ
based on what we have seen or heard from others? How often do our
expectations blind us from seeing what God’s will is for us in any given
situation? We must challenge our own perceptions and pray for God’s
grace to help us see who Christ truly is.

March 24 | John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

Ask the Lord to reveal the areas in your life where your expectations and
assumptions of Him need loving correction. Then ask Him to show you how
that has impacted your relationship with Him. 

Resolve

Reflect - “But we know where he is from. When
the Christ comes, no one will know where he is
from." 

Come Holy Spirit, enlighten our minds to the truth of who You truly are, and
how we can receive You more fully.

Renew

Prepared by: Kayla Banning, Coordinator of High School Youth Ministry- kbanning@gscc.net
 

What a Beautiful Name by Hillsong Worship

Saint of the Day - Saint Catherine of Sweden



Here we are in the middle of Lent, a time of penitence where we prepare
ourselves to celebrate the greatest moment of Salvation History, and the
Church gives us the gift of this joyful reminder of how the story of our Savior
began.
 
In Advent, we prepare to receive the gift of Christ’s life at Christmas. In
Lent, we prepare again to receive the gift of His life, first as an offering on
the cross and then in triumph at the Resurrection. Again and again, God
finds ways to share His Divine Life with us.
 
And, not only does He share His life with us, He invites us into that life and
into His plan for the salvation of the world. In this gospel, Mary is invited by
God through the Angel to participate in His plan. Her humble answer
reverberates throughout history: "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.
May it be done to me according to your word."

March 25 | The Annunciation of the Lord

Today, make Mary’s words your own. Imagine yourself as God’s humble
servant and respond openly and honestly when He invites you to
participate in His Plan. 

Resolve

Reflect 

Lord of Life, thank you for sharing Your life with me, giving Your life to me,
and inviting me to participate in Your plan for salvation. Help me to accept
Your invitation into a living relationship with You and to be your humble
servant. 

Renew

Dominican Sisters Of Mary: The Annunciation
 
 

Saint of the Day - Saint Dismas

Prepared by: Laura Nelson, Coordinator of Children's Faith Formation - lnelson@gscc.net
 

Luke 1:26-38



Of all the miracles Jesus performed, the raising of Lazarus ranks as the most
astonishing to the people of his time. Traditional Jewish belief has it that
the soul of a dead person somehow remains with the body for up to three
days. After three days, the soul finally departs from the body, never to
return, and that is when corruption sets in. When Martha objects to the
opening of the tomb and says, "Lord, already there is a stench because he
has been dead four days" (Jn 11:39), she is expressing the common view that
this is now a hopeless situation. G.K. Chesterton once said, "Hope means
hoping when things are hopeless, or it is no virtue at all."
 
For the early Christians, the story of the raising of Lazarus was more than a
pointer to the resurrection of Jesus. Jesus rose on the third day; His body
never saw corruption. For them, this miracle is a challenge to never give up
hope, even in the hopeless situations in which they found themselves as
individuals, as a church, or as a nation. It is never too late for God to revive
and revitalize a person, a church, or a nation. But first, we must learn to
cooperate with God.

March 26 | 5th Sunday of Lent

Jesus tells us, "I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly" (Jn
10:10). Are we ready to cooperate with Him for the miracle? Are we ready
to roll away the stone that stands between us and the light of Christ’s
face? Are we ready to take the first step to come out of the place of
death? Are we ready to unbind (i.e. forgive) one another and let them go
free? These are the various ways we cooperate with God in the miracle of
bringing us back to life and reviving us as individuals, as a church, and as a
nation.

Resolve

Reflect - Don't ever give up.

Dear God, give me the wisdom to know that all things are possible for You.
Give me the courage to open my heart and mind to Your tremendous love
and the willingness to be transformed by Your grace. Amen.

Renew

Prepared by: Fr. Mike Higgins TOR, Pastor - mhiggins@gscc.net
 

Lazarus (Chapter 11) - The Book of John in Song –
Tommy Walker Ministries

 

Saint of the Day - Saint Margaret Clitherow

John 11:1-45



Have you ever been unfairly accused of doing something you know you didn’t do?
Many of us might remember a time from our childhoods when we were falsely
accused by a schoolmate of blowing that spitball across the classroom while the
teacher wasn’t looking, or maybe a sibling lied to Mom and Dad and told them
that "we" were the ones who took that cookie from the cookie jar that was off
limits until after dinner. Unfortunately, there are many times when false
accusations have much more serious results than a stolen cookie or a spitball.
Being falsely accused hurts us to the core of our being. It's an affront to our sense
of justice and fairness.
 
But what happens when we're accused of something that we're guilty of, like the
woman in today's gospel who was caught in the act of adultery? According to the
law of Moses, she should have been stoned to death. That would have been just
in the eyes of the people at that time. Today’s readings show us the greatness of
God's love for us. Even when we deserve justice, He offers us mercy.
 
I have to admit that this makes me pause when I think of my own tendency to
judge others. I often lack charity when I look at their actions or words, especially if
they say or do something I don't like. I can be quick to make assumptions and
judge their motives. But in my hasty indignation and lack of charity in such
moments, am I not right there in my heart with the crowd who was eager to stone
the woman caught in adultery? Yet I expect that others will give me the benefit of
the doubt when I do something to displease or injure them.
 
It seems that the key in all of this is to recognize that none of us is truly innocent.
None of us can "cast the first stone" at others, for we are all sinners. Perhaps by
remembering that more often, we can be more merciful to others because we see
more fully our need for mercy. If we grow in humility and mercy, we'll become
more like Christ. That's a goal all of us can strive for.

As we approach the end of Lent and prepare to commemorate the passion, death, and
resurrection of Jesus, may we seek to treat others with justice and defend the innocent,
while remembering we are sinners in need of God’s grace and mercy.

Resolve

Reflect

Lord, as we approach the end of our Lenten journey, may we entrust ourselves
evermore to Your love and mercy, and be quick to forgive those who wrong us. Amen.

Renew

Every Man by Casting Crowns

Saint of the Day - Saint John of Egypt

March 27 | John 8:1-11

Prepared by: Bryan Trachier, Database Manager - btrachier@gscc.net



Jesus tells the Pharisees, "where I am going you cannot come... You belong
to what is below, I belong to what is above... You do not believe that I AM."
The Pharisees seemed to be blinded by these statements, but others began
to believe in Him because of this.
 
So many times in our lives, we wonder who Jesus is and why our lives have
so many ups and downs. Jesus is also hinting about his resurrection to
come. We live centuries after the resurrection, and as Catholic Christians,
we have always known who Jesus is and how he works in our lives to bring
us to himself. Just as God spoke to Jesus, He also can speak to us in the
silence of our hearts to help us if we give Him the time and a quiet place to
do so.
 

March 28 | John 8:21-30

How do we listen to God in the silence of our hearts? Perhaps in Adoration
or quiet prayer, or after receiving Holy Communion. Jesus always wants to
remind us that He is the great I AM and wants to lead and guide us
throughout our lives.

Resolve

Reflect - Who are you?

Dear Jesus, help me to be always reminded that You are the I AM in my life
and that I can adore, thank, ask forgiveness and love You for who You are –
my God. Thank You that I am not blinded, and that I can see Your never-
ending love You have for me. Thank You for Your graces during this Lenten
season and the ways You are leading me closer to You as I approach Your
resurrection. Amen. 

Renew

Prepared by: Fr. John Mark Klaus TOR, Parochial VIcar - jklaus@gscc.net
 

Come Thou Fount

Saint of the Day - Saint Stephen Harding



In today’s gospel, Jesus is facing the challenge of offering freedom to
people who don’t even know they’re enslaved. The Jews had spent several
hundred years in slavery in Egypt. It was a huge part of their story. To this
day, the Jewish people celebrate the Passover meal in remembrance of
God delivering them from their bondage. But, that was in their past, right?
 
You see, Jesus knew what the Jews didn’t. They were still slaves. They just
had a new slave master—Sin. Until Jesus came to save us, we were tied to
sin like a slave is bound by chains. There was no way out. No path to
redemption. No way to be united to God again the way Adam and Eve
were before the fall from grace.
 
The only way out of this slavery is through Jesus. "So if the Son frees you,
then you will truly be free." True freedom from sin comes from Christ. True
freedom comes from Him and through Him. All we need to do is remain in
His word.

March 29 | John 8:31-42

Examine your conscience today to remind yourself where you are still
controlled by sin. Then go to Reconciliation and seek the freedom that
forgiveness through Christ brings you. 

Resolve

Reflect 

Jesus, thank You for reminding me that freedom comes from following You.
Help me to remain in Your Word so that I can be truly free and be one with
You and the Holy Trinity. 

Renew

Thy Word by Amy Grant

Saint of the Day - Blessed Cecilia Attendoli of Cotignola

Prepared by: Laura Nelson, Coordinator of Children's Faith Formation - lnelson@gscc.net
 



The priest and prominent YouTube personality Fr. Mark Goring, CC, is fond
of declaring that the Bible is God’s "book of promises." Whether you’re
being confronted with the Pentateuch, the historical books, the prophets,
the wisdom literature, the gospels, the epistles, or Revelation, one thing is
guaranteed: to read sacred scripture is to see that our God is a God of
made-and-kept promises.
 
This is no more clearly conveyed than through the covenants—to Noah, to
Abraham, to Moses, to David. When God promises something, He delivers.
And the ultimate delivered promise comes to us in the form of Jesus Christ,
the New and Final Covenant, who is the ultimate fulfillment of all of God’s
promises. But even though Jesus’s sacrifice upon the cross establishes a
New Covenant between God and man, there is nothing new about Jesus.
God has always planned to fulfill all things through the blood of His only
Son. Therefore, it is evident that God’s mercy towards us is not reactionary,
but rather proactive. He always has a plan for us, and that plan is perfect
union with Him through Jesus.

March 30 | John 8:51-59

Remember that God’s mercy is proactive. He knows our brokenness. He
knows our weakness. He knows that, because of our pride, we will turn from
Him. And in His abundant love for us, He gives us His Son, begotten outside
of time and born within time, whose sacrifice is the fulfillment of God’s
promise to draw all people to Himself. 

Resolve

Reflect

God, you are truly the God of made and kept promises! Thank You for
planning our salvation in Christ Jesus from the beginning of time, and for
allowing the New Covenant of Jesus on the cross to be the fulfillment of all
of Your promises throughout time. You love us with a proactive love, and
we are forever grateful. 

Renew

Prepared by: Fr. Zack Burns TOR, Parochial Vicar - zburns@gscc.net
 

Promises Never Fail  by Bethel Music & Emmy Rose

Saint of the Day - Saint John Climacus



Growing up, my dad always loved to watch murder-mystery shows. I
remember getting home from school and there my dad would be, watching
Dateline, The First 48, 20/20, etc. My mom and I always made fun of him
because of how often he would watch these shows. But now I realize that
one of the reasons he probably liked watching those shows is because he
loved watching the detectives put together the pieces of a confusing story.
This was the only way to get the full story.
 
This gospel reading can be a bit confusing—at least to me. Jesus saying
that scripture calls people "gods" seems weird at first glance. In looking
into scripture more, we can find Psalm 82:6-7, where it says, "I declare:
‘Gods though you be, offspring of the Most High all of you, Yet like any
mortal you shall die; like any prince you shall fall.'"
 
After finding this Psalm, I now understand what Jesus was referring to. I now
understand the full story. Yes, scripture does refer to people as "gods"
because we are God’s "offspring" (his children), and when you look at
Jesus’ works, He does His "Father’s works."

March 31 | John 10:31-42

Reflect on a situation where you did not understand why someone did
certain things or acted a certain way until you heard the full story. 

Resolve

Reflect

Lord, let me seek out the full story in every situation that I encounter. Give
me the grace to have a discerning heart, mind, and soul. Allow me the
wisdom to always seek the full truth. Amen

Renew

Prepared by: Abraham Salas, Technology Associate - asalas@gscc.net
 

Who You Say I Am  by Hillsong Worship

Saint of the Day - Saint Benjamin



The words of Caiaphas stand out as a stark reminder of the human
tendency to fear change and cling to our own power. He says, 'You know
nothing at all! Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man
should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.' This is a
political statement Caiaphas is making, but for us it has a completely
different meaning! It's a prophecy. If Jesus dies, then we all live in Him.

Caiaphas' statement highlights the dangers of prioritizing our own self-
interest over the well-being of others. This passage also serves as a
reminder of the power and authority of God. Despite the plans and
schemes of the Pharisees, it is ultimately God who holds the power of life
and death. It is through faith in Him that we can find true salvation and
understanding. As we approach the end of Lent, let us remember to put our
trust in God and let go of our own selfish desires, to truly experience the
power of His love and grace.

April 1 | John 11:45-46

Take some time to think about the ways in which we might prioritize our
own self-interest over the well-being of others. One way to do this would
be to make a list of situations in which you have acted out of self-interest.
Once you have identified them, think about how you could have handled
the situation differently, in a way that prioritizes the well-being of others. 

Resolve

Reflect

Help us to resist the temptation to prioritize our own desires over the needs
of others, and instead, guide us to put our trust in you. May we have the
courage to stand up for what is right, even when it is not easy. Give us the
wisdom to understand that true salvation and understanding come only
through faith in you.

Renew

Prepared by: Nic Gutierrez, Director of Faith Formation - ngutierrez@gscc.net
 

Late Have I Loved You by Gungor

Saint of the Day - Saint Ludovico Pavoni



Life is definitely full of ups and downs. We experience the joys of friendship,
marriage, and the birth of children. While also experiencing the difficulties
of lost loved ones, children who have left the faith, and personal illness. The
celebration of our faith is no exception. Just a few months ago, we were
celebrating Jesus' birth. We were reveling in the joy and wonder that Our
Lord, the Messiah, would come to be with us, to experience our highs and
lows. And in today's gospel reading, we hear how Jesus rode into Jerusalem
with fanfare, instituted the Eucharist, was betrayed by one of His closest
followers, was ridiculed by the same people He was teaching and healing,
and was sentenced to death. What a whirlwind of emotions Jesus, and His
apostles, must have been feeling during this time.
 
Our own lives can make us feel the same whirlwind of emotions. While it
can be hard to understand in the moment, we should take comfort in the
truth that the Lord is always with us. He came to be among us, to
experience our same joys and pains, pleasures and sufferings, and to teach
us what true love is. Because of His love for us, He gave himself up in the
ultimate sacrifice, but, thankfully, because of His sacrifice, He opened
heaven for us.

April 2nd | Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord

Whatever you may be struggling with in your life, ask the Lord to help you
carry your cross

Resolve

Reflect

Lord, Your love for us is abundant. Allow us to trust in You, and be filled
with gratitude for our joys and our sufferings.

Renew

At the Cross by Chris Tomlin

Saint of the Day - Saint Francis of Paola

Matthew 26:14-27:66

Prepared by: Michael Williams, Director of Music and Liturgy - mwilliams@gscc.net
 



There’s an old saying that says, "even a broken clock is right twice a day."
This "old saying" is an analogy that reminds me to always listen to someone
and try to see if there is any truth to what they might be saying. No matter
how crazy a person may seem, we should always try to listen intently to
what they are saying and give them respect, even if it is someone that we
don’t particularly care for. With that being said, let’s look at Judas in the
Gospel reading.
 
St. John points out that Judas would steal from the "money bag," which is
basically the money that supported the whole group. The money bag would
be used to give to the poor, pay for food, and support the necessities of
Jesus’ day-to-day ministry. But let’s take that "old saying" into account here
when we look at what Judas says. What he is saying may actually be a good
point, although his reasons for making this statement may not have been so
great. This is expensive oil, after all. It could be sold and all the money given
to the poor. Yet Mary, probably knowing that this could be done, still
anoints Jesus’ feet with this oil. When I see Mary’s actions here, I see a
woman who is offering something of great cost to her Lord and Savior, just
as he is about to offer something of great cost for her (his life).

April 3 | John 12:1-11

Sit for 2-3 minutes tonight and ponder on what more you can give to God.
It could be anything. Could you let go of a stressful situation and put it in
God’s hands? Could you pray for someone who you have trouble loving?
Could you serve that person? Could you tithe more? Could you spend more
time in prayer? Could you give of your time and talents in the Church or
some other organization for God’s glory? 

Resolve

Reflect

My God, let me not just give to you what is easy, but also what may be
hard for me to give up and offer you. Let me give you my whole self and
allow you to be the Lord of my heart. Allow me to love you above all. Amen

Renew

Move Your Heart by Maverick City Music

Saint of the Day - Saint Fara

Prepared by: Abraham Salas, Technology Associate - asalas@gscc.net
 



In today’s gospel, we hear about the betrayal of Jesus. First, Judas betrayed
Jesus, and then Peter denied Him. When we sin, we can turn toward Jesus
and ask for forgiveness, or we can choose to put that sin between us and
the Lord. Judas spent several years with the other Apostles, and yet all of
them were uncertain of who would betray Jesus.
 
Sins are something that most people keep private. Judas did not share with
the others his plans to turn over Jesus. When we choose to harbor sin and
try to handle it on our own, we end up not trusting in the Lord and pushing
Him away. Or we can choose to repent, bringing Jesus even closer to us.
Judas could have asked for forgiveness, but he didn't.
 
Although Peter denied Jesus not once but three times, he realized his
mistake. Jesus granted him mercy. The truth is, we need Christ. We are not
strong enough to do this alone.

April 4 | John 13:21-33, 36-38

We all sin. Instead of harboring your sin like Judas, tell someone whom you
trust to help keep you accountable, and go to Confession. Turn to the Lord
and ask for forgiveness. As St. Isidore of Seville said “Confession heals,
confession justifies, confession grants pardon of sin. All hope consists in
confession. In confession there is a chance for mercy. Believe it firmly, do
not doubt, do not hesitate, never despair of the mercy of God. Hope and
have confidence in confession." 

Resolve

Reflect

Good and gracious God, we ask that You give us the courage to seek
forgiveness so that You are always at the center of our lives. In your name
we pray. Amen

Renew

Prepared by: Arlene Mosiniak, Communications Manager – amosiniak@gscc.net
 

Lord, I Need You  by Matt Maher

Saint of the Day - Saint Isidore of Seville



The Wednesday of Holy Week is sometimes called "spy" Wednesday, as it
outlines the first steps in Judas’s plan to betray Jesus, his master and friend.
Outside of severe physical pain, there is likely nothing more hurtful to us in
life than the betrayal of a friend—and yet, many of us have experienced it.
Consider the words of the psalmist in Psalm 55: "For it is not an enemy who
taunts me, then I could endure it. Nor is it one who hates me who has
exalted himself against me. Then I could hide myself from him. But it is you,
a man my equal, my companion and confidant–we who had sweet
fellowship together. We walked together in the house of God."
 
Betrayed by an enemy is one thing—perhaps even expected! But to be
betrayed by a friend is a betrayal of trust. Remember that, of all the ways
God allowed Satan to torment Job, one of the worst was to allow Job’s
friends to become his accusers. Nothing makes us feel more alone than
when those we thought "had our backs" prove to desire our downfall. And
in this sense, the betrayal of Jesus by Judas is just another way God did not
spare His own Son from the most vile of human experiences. Jesus shares in
all of our pain. On the cross, He takes them upon Himself. But two days
before being lifted high upon the cross, Jesus must first experience the pain
of human betrayal in a unique way.

April 5 | Matthew 26:14-25

Find closeness with God when you are rejected by a friend or even by a
family member. He is subjected to this horrible part of our humanity for our
sake, so that we may find consolation when we experience the isolation of
betrayal. 

Resolve

Reflect

Lord Jesus, You enter into the darkest parts of our human experience. Thank
You for leaving no stone unturned in Your mission to share in our humanity.
We believe that, in You, our suffering is redeemed and our pain is washed
away. Grant consolation to those of us who suffer the pains of betrayal in
this life, and hope in the reconciliation of the Kingdom to come. 

Renew

Prepared by: Fr. Zack Burns TOR, Parochial Vicar - zburns@gscc.net
 

Your Love is Better by United Pursuit

Saint of the Day - Saint Vincent Ferrer



How many times do we go about our day and not understand what God is doing for
us in the moment and yet develop that understanding years later? For three years in
my early adulthood, I completely severed myself from the Lord and stopped being a
practicing Catholic. It took totaling my car for me to drag myself back to Mass on a
random day of the week. At the time, I definitely didn’t understand why God would
"allow" me to get in a car accident in the middle of downtown Houston during rush
hour. Looking back, I believe it would have taken me longer to return to my faith if
this small, difficult moment had not occurred.
 
You see, I completely destroyed my car in front of the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred
Heart in downtown Houston during rush hour, right next to the homeless shelter in a
very sketchy part of town. The closest and safest place to ask for help was the
church. So off I went, with every defense I had up, to the church to ask for help and
to wait for the police and a tow truck. Well, it took the entirety of the daily Mass for
anyone to show up. So, I had no choice but to stay for Mass. It planted a seed that
started to grow.
 
This gospel is a reminder to always trust in God’s plan, even if we don’t understand
and can’t see the bigger picture. Trust in Him. Do it without seeking an answer. In
prayer, ask God to give you understanding. When He does, rejoice and be thankful.

April 6 | Holy Thursday

This evening, before you go to bed, reflect on one of the more difficult
moments that you’ve been through in your life and try to understand why God
allowed it to happen. Once done, reflect on one of the more beautiful and
happy moments in your life and try to understand why God blessed you with
this moment. If you have a little extra time, write a letter from Jesus to yourself
explaining why you had to endure this difficulty and delight in that specific
beauty. 

Resolve

Reflect - "What I am doing, you do not
understand now, but you will understand later."

Lord, help me to always obey Your will, even if I don’t understand it. Help me
not to seek answers, but to seek peace in the unknown. Help me to have a
childlike faith in You and to blindly trust in You even when I don't know the
outcome. Amen.

Renew

Prepared by: Kelly Salas, Coordinator of Middle School Youth Ministry - kreyes@gscc.net
 

Run to the Father by Cody Carnes

Saint of the Day - Saint Celestine I

John 13:1-15



Can we mourn the death of our Lord today? The temptation is there for us to
hear the readings today and move on with our Friday without contemplating
the full extent of what happened on this day.
 
Jesus took on the sins of the world. He undertook all physical and psychological
suffering. Aching loneliness, isolation, fear, and betrayal. The scourging at the
pillar, the crowning with thorns, the carrying of the cross, falling under the
weight of the world, being nailed to a tree. Are we still watching? Or have we
looked away? From the early morning at the Garden of Gethsemane to
Golgotha, multiple hours, there is only suffering. After all of this, He still pleads
to the Father for our sake, saying, "Forgive them, Father, for they do not know
what they do." 

April 7 | Passion of the Lord, Good Friday

He hangs on the tree at Calvary with all the love in His eyes, looks at us and
says, “I thirst.” Reading through St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta's writing, “I Thirst
For You”, we may come to understand the gravity of Christ's salvific suffering
and crucifixion for us. A short excerpt is below.

I Thirst For You.
You don’t need to change to believe in My love, for it will be your confidence in
that love that will make you change. You forget Me, and yet I am seeking you
every moment of the day – standing before the doors of your heart and calling.
Do you find this difficult to believe? If so, look at the Cross, look at My Heart
that was pierced for you.
Have you not understood My Cross? Then listen again to the words I spoke
there, for they tell you clearly why I endured all this for you: “...I thirst for you” 

Resolve

Reflect

Jesus Christ, as we meditate on your five wounds, your passion and death, I ask that we
may come to know the saving love you have for us. May we let the reality of your
suffering pierce our hearts, so our hearts may break for what breaks yours. Let my sins be
washed by the blood and water that flow from your side. Allow me to remain with Your
Mother, Mary, at the foot of the cross. I give you my heart, Lord Jesus. I love you. Amen.

Renew

Wood and Nails by The Porter’s Gate

Saint of the Day - Saint John Baptist de la Salle

John 18:1-19:42

Prepared by: Nathan Karls, Coordinator of Student Confirmation - nkarls@gscc.net



The resurrection of Jesus is the foundation of our faith as Christians. In the
gospel of Matthew, chapter 28, we see the account of the women visiting
the tomb of Jesus on the first day of the week. They find the tomb empty
and are told by an angel that Jesus has risen from the dead. This event is
not just a historical fact, but a powerful message of hope and redemption
for all of us.

During Lent, we were called to reflect on our own lives and to repent of our
sins. We are reminded that Jesus rose from the dead, we too can rise above
our own struggles and find new life in Him. Through prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving, we strengthened our faith and drew closer to God.

Let us take inspiration from the woman at the tomb, who was filled with
fear and doubt, yet was ultimately filled with joy and hope upon learning of
Jesus' resurrection.

April 8 | Holy Saturday

What does it mean for you to believe that Jesus has risen from the dead?
How can this belief change the way you live your life? What might it look
like to live in a way that reflects the power and hope of the Resurrection?
Today, I want you to do nothing else but celebrate. 
We are the Resurrection People!

Resolve

Reflect

As we begin this day, we give thanks for the resurrection of your son, Jesus
Christ. We are reminded of the power of your love and the promise of
eternal life through Him. Help us to carry the message of your love and
grace to all those we meet today. We trust in your promise to always be
with us and guide us on our journey.

Renew

Prepared by: Nic Gutierrez, Director of Faith Formation - ngutierrez@gscc.net
 

Glorious Day by Passion | Kristian Stanfill

Saint of the Day - Blessed Clement of Osimo

Matthew 28:1-10



Welcome to our Lenten Reflection booklet,
designed to help you deepen your spiritual journey

during this holy season. Our parish staff has
worked tirelessly to provide daily reflections that

will help you reflect on the themes of Lent and
draw closer to God. Each day, you will find a

reflection, a challenge, and a prayer to guide you
on your journey. 

 
Additionally, you will find a few QR codes each
day. The QR code on the left of the page will

feature a saint for you to learn about, while the QR
code on the right will send you to YouTube for a
reflection song chosen by the staff writer for the
day. Use the camera on your phone to scan each

code.
 

We hope that this booklet will serve as a valuable
resource for you as you prepare for Easter and the

celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord. May
this Lenten season be a time of growth and

renewal for you and your family.


