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The Opening Word

To everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven.

Moving from summer to fall often finds me wishing |
could slow things down a bit, moving forward with
just a little more care and intention, rather than
racing on to a new treadmill of routines. How do
we find connection with God during the speedy
September on-ramp?

It's worth a quick look back:

This summer has been a rich time at the church of
discovering stories of women in the Bible, learning
from Philippians, working on the Youth Appalachian
Service Trip, walking and stretching together, adding
air-conditioning to the Assembly Room and new
flooring to the kitchen, and sending off Anne A.
Halloin with our love and prayers as she heads to
Princeton Seminary.

We gratefully welcomed Margaret Sculti and Kristin
Kumar as Interim Co-Directors of Sunday School
and Children’s Ministries (part-time only, as they
remain Co-Directors of Rye Presbyterian Nursery
School). Meanwhile, our Search Committee carries
on its diligent work in seeking a new long-term
leader for our children and youth. We're also happy
to have Eric Birk sign on as our new Interim
Assistant Organist, enhancing our Sunday music
experience.

Thanks to Eagle Scout and church member Parker
Woods and team - we also have a brand-new
prayer garden in the side yard of the church, near
the corner of Milton Rd. and Parsons St. You'll see
the pavers in the shape of the cross, matching the
insignia of our church.

Looking ahead to the fall season, | can’t wait for our
Sunday School kick-off on September 13, our outdoor
worship and picnic on September 20, and our all-
church photo happening on September 27. | hope
you'll be there!

— Ecclesiastes 3:1

Another fall highlight, new to me and many of us, is
our upcoming interfaith Bible study: The Roots of
Faith. What happens when a Rabbi, a Priest, and a
Pastor head into abar— | mean, the Bible? Good
things! Join Rabbi Daniel Gropper from Community
Synagogue of Rye, the Reverends Matt Stone and
Tommy Watson from Christ's Church Rye, and Dan
and me as we offer a shared scripture study that's
open to all. We'll meet Thursday mornings starting
October 15, from 9:15-10:15a.m., in the RPC library,
so mark your calendars! We will focus on the Bold
Women of the Bible, which you can learn more about
on page 16.

Grateful as always to serve alongside you, learning

and growing together in Christ! @

Rabbi Daniel Gropper
Community Synagogue of Rye

In Faith,

The Rev. Dan Love
Rye Presbyterian Church

The Rev. Cari Pattison
Rye Presbyterian Church

The Rev. Matt Stone
Christ's Church Rye

The Rev. Tommy Watson
Christ's Church Rye
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Upcoming Events

RPC Fall Worship & Picnic

Sunday, September 20, at10:00 a.m., on the Great Lawn

We will worship outside (weather permitting) under the tent on the Great Lawn.
We will provide chicken tenders and an ice cream truck!

Please bring either a side dish or a salad to share.
Food may be left in the kitchen before worship.

Hosted by the Congregational Fellowship Committee of the Board of Deacons.
Contact Tom Ausfahl with questions at tausfahl @ gmail.com.

Mission Partner Profile
Meals on Main St.

Meals on Main St.’s Executive Director, Jon Haseltine, will be here with
one of their meal trucks at our Fall Picnic following worship on Sunday,
September 20. Meals on Main St. is a local organization in Port Chester
that our church is proud to sponsor, as it serves thousands of individuals
and families experiencing food insecurity. Come climb aboard the truck
and see what they're all about! Jon will be happy to answer questions
and share a bit about this vital local service. Learn more about our
mission partner at mealsonmainst.org.

All-Church Photo

Sunday, September 27, following worship, outside the Sanctuary

Join us on Sunday, September 27, for our after-church, all-congregation
photo! For the first time since 2018, we're gathering one and all for a
first-class photo shoot with Tom Young. It won’t take long, and it won't
be the same without you there! As worship concludes, we’ll walk
together and gather just outside the Sanctuary. In case of rain, we'll
reschedule for the following Sunday, October 4.
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Community Outreach

PC(USA): World Communion Offering

What does the Lord require of you, but to do justice,
...to love kindness, and to walk humbly with God.

— Micah 6:8

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is inviting congregations to participate
in World Communion Sunday through the World Communion Offering.
On October 4, Christians around the globe gather around Christ’s table
to celebrate our unity. We Presbyterians will join together through the
Offering to cultivate reconciliation and support PC(USA) ministries that
embody Christ’s love and justice in the world alongside our partners.

The World Communion Offering supports ministries focused on racial
justice, gender justice, peacemaking, global witness, and ecumenical
and interfaith relations. Through our gifts, we participate in God’s work of
reconciliation around the corner and around the globe. In our divided
and hurting world, this Offering reminds us that Christ’s table is open
to all people and that we are called to build communities shaped by
compassion, justice, peace and hope, something our world desperately
needs right now. Learn about the World Communion Offering and its
impact through the mission and ministry of the Church at pcusa.org/wco.

Special envelopes will be made available in the pews beginning Sunday,
September 13. Donations can be given throughout the event's duration,
up through Sunday, October 4.

Feeding Westchester: Balanced Bites

Sunday, October 4, following worship, on the Front Lawn.
Sponsored by RPC's Christian Education Committee.

Join us as we partner with Mission & Outreach and Feeding Westchester
to help the hungry in our community! Our Balanced Bites event will
begin immediately following worship, where we will gather out on the
front lawn to pack bags with meal options for a variety of ages. These
may include a tuna pouch, applesauce, graham crackers and other
snacks. Our bags will be shared with partners such as Saint Peter’s
Day Care Center (Yonkers), Port Chester Head Start, Mount Kisco
Boys & Girls Club, and more. We could also use Fresh Direct bags to
help pack up the finished bags. You can either drop these off at the
church beforehand or bring them with you that morning. For further
information, or if you want to help with the event, please contact Julie
Kizer at juliannemcinerney @ gmail.com.

FEEDING

WESTCHESTER

FEEDINGWESTCHESTER.ORG
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Ongoing Events

Senior Social Club
Beginning Sunday, September 13, following worship, in the Library

We are pleased and excited to announce the first scheduled meeting
of the Senior Social Club on September 13, in the church library,
right after worship. We'll kick off with a meet and greet, and light
refreshments will be provided. Our second meeting is planned for
October 25. In conjunction with the club's formation, Cari will be offering
a chair yoga class on Tuesday Mornings, beginning in October.

Thrift Shop

Opening on Thursday, September 17, from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

The Thrift Shop is reopening soon! To get in touch, please email the shop
at RyeThrift10580 @ gmail.com. For information on donations, shopping
procedures, and drop-off times, visit ryepc.com/ministries/thrift-shop/.

Young Moms' Bible Study

Beginning Sunday, September 13, 8:45 — 9:45 a.m., Conference Room

This group is for moms with young children who are looking for support,
encouragement, and fellowship with other moms. We meet together in
the Upstairs Conference Room, and we conclude just before worship.
Childcare is available! If you'd like to be on the email list and learn more,
please contact Madison Walsh at madisonlichliterwalsh @ gmail.com.

Men's Sunday Evening Bible Study

Sundays, September 13 and 27, at 8:00 p.m., in the Church Library

If you've considered engaging the bible to see how it speaks to us
about life and faith, this is a great time to join this twice-monthly
discussion group. This month, we will be resuming our journey through
the Gospel according to Matthew, and in particular, the heart of Jesus’
teaching in the Sermon on the Mount. We meet in person on Sunday
evenings at 8 p.m. in the church library with a Zoom option available.
If you'd like to learn more or get email reminders about this ongoing
study, contact Dan Love at dlove @ ryepc.com.
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Ongoing Events

Monday Morning Bible Discussion
Sundays, September 14, 21, and 28, at 9:00 a.m., on Zoom

Beginning on September 14 at 9:00 a.m., the Monday Bible Discussion
group will resume its weekly Zoom gatherings. Like the Men’s Study,
we are currently reading the Gospel according to Matthew. As author
of The Message, Gene Peterson wrote: “Matthew tells the story in
such a way that not only is everything previous to us completed in
Jesus, we are completed in Jesus. Every day we wake up in the
middle of something that is already going on, that has been going on
a long time: genealogy and geology, history and culture, the cosmos
— God.” It's a great time to jump in! To get on the email reminder list,
contact Dan Love at dlove @ryepc.com.

Women's Discipleship Group
Beginning Tuesday, September 22, 1:00 p.m.—2:30 p.m., Church Library

Please join us on Tuesdays starting September 22 from 1:00 p.m. to
2:30 p.m. in the church library as we begin our next study, Walking in
the Spirit's Power, by Gary Hamrick.If you have any questions or would
like to be added to our email list, contact alicia.baldwin @ verizon.net or
courtneybennett10@gmail.com. Everyone is welcome!

Chapel Yoga

Wednesdays, 10:00 — 11:15 a.m. in the Chapel

Rev. Cari is a certified yoga instructor (RYT200), offering a Level 1
Vinyasa flow class on Wednesday mornings. Weaving scripture into
the yoga practice structure, the class gives us an opportunity to
stretch and strengthen our bodies, breathe into a posture of prayer,
and deepen our relationship with God. Mats are available to borrow,
along with other props. We encourage you to come five minutes early
for setup. All are welcome, including beginners! To RSVP, please
email Cari at cpattison @ryepc.com.
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Confirmation

Confirmation 2027

Informational Meeting on Sunday, September 13

Does science fit with what is in the bible? What is
God really like? If God is so good... why do bad
things happen?

This month, the Confirmation class of 2027 will
begin its exploration of these questions and many
more as we together explore the bible story and the
life of faith. As a ninth grader, you may not be asking
these questions out loud (or at all!) — or eager to
take on some extra work as high school begins. Yet
the Confirmation process — no matter your decision
at the end of the year — is a unique opportunity to
explore the life of faith at this important point in your
life journey.

To begin the year, following worship on Sunday,
September 13, there will be an informational meeting
for those considering Confirmation in the chapel. All
ninth graders and at least one parent are encouraged
to attend this brief meeting, regardless of eagerness,
willingness, doubts, or questions!

The class will meet throughout the year and will be
active in many aspects of the church, including the
traditional duty as the Sunday crucifer.

This year, we'll start our time together as a class
with a gathering on Sunday, September 27 at 5:00
p.m. in the Assembly Room with dinner following.

If you are in ninth grade or have a child who is in ninth
grade and have not received information regarding
Confirmation, or if you have any questions, please
contact Mr. Love. You may register for the class on
the Confirmation page of the church website:

ryepc.com/ministries/confirmation/
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Children's Ministries

Sunday School Registration

Beginning on Sunday, September 13 (Pre-K through 5th Grade)

Sunday School is held on Sunday mornings during the worship hour.
Children begin the morning in worship with their families. Following the
Children’s Message, children are dismissed to their Sunday School
classrooms. To register your child for Sunday School, and to learn
more, please visit ryepc.com/sunday-school-registration/. We ask that
all children who plan to participate in Sunday School register,
regardless of how frequently they expect to attend. Having up-to-date
information for each child is important for attendance, communication,
and safety. If you have any questions, contact Kristin and Margaret at
directors @ryepc.com.

Childcare Registration
Continuing every Sunday (4 Years Old and Younger)

Our team of dedicated staff and volunteers is available to care for
young children while parents attend worship. Childcare is available
every Sunday morning on the first floor of the Education Wing.
Children may be dropped off prior to the beginning of the worship
service. To register your child for Childcare, and to learn more, visit
ryepc.com/childcare-registration/. Even if your children have already
been attending childcare, we ask that all who plan to participate
during the year be registered so that we have the necessary safety
information. If you have any questions, please email Kristin and
Margaret at directors @ ryepc.com.

Teaching Faith to Children

Seeking Sunday School Teachers

Do you have a heart for nurturing the faith of children? We are putting
together Sunday School Teacher teams for this coming school year
and need two more adults who can volunteer once a month with our
Pre-K and 5’s, to lead our children in Bible stories, crafts, prayer, and
games. Lessons and schedules are sent ahead of time, and materials
are prepared in the classroom before you arrive, so that your teaching
may be easy, engaging, and fun! Interested or have questions? Reach
out to Margaret and Kristin at directors @ ryepc.com.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL CONNECTION

RPC's Middle School Connection typically meets the first and third Wednesdays
of each month from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the downstairs Youth Rooms.
We start with dinner followed by 45 minutes of games, learning, and fun.
All 6-8 graders are welcome, as well as parent volunteers!

If you have questions or are interested in helping out, please contact either
Rev. Dan Love at dlove@ryepc.com, or Rev. Cari Pattison at cpattison@ryepc.com.

FALL 2026 CALENDAR

9/16 First Middle School Connection Meeting
Wednesday, September 16, 5:30 — 6:30 p.m., RPC Youth Rooms
(Youth Rooms can be found below the Assembly Room)

10/7 Middle School Connection Meeting
Wednesday, October 7, 5:30 — 6:30 p.m., RPC Youth Rooms

10/21 Middle School Connection Meeting
Wednesday, October 21, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m., RPC Youth Rooms

11/4 Middle School Connection Meeting
Wednesday, November 4, 5:30 — 6:30 p.m., RPC Youth Rooms

11/20 Indoor Rock Climbing at The Rock Club
Friday, November 20, leaving from RPC at 4:30 p.m.

12/2 Middle School Connection Meeting
Wednesday, December 2, 5:30 — 6:30 p.m., RPC Youth Rooms

12/16 Middle School Connection Meeting
Wednesday, December 16, 5:30 — 6:30 p.m., RPC Youth Rooms
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HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

The RPC High School Youth group meets roughly twice per month,
mixing dinner and time together with service in our local community.

If you have questions, please contact either Rev. Dan Love at
dlove@ryepc.com, or Rev. Cari Pattison at cpattison@ryepc.com.

FALL 2026 CALENDAR

9/26 Service Project: Midnight Run to NYC
Saturday, September 26, from 9:00 p.m. until late!
Bringing food and clothing to those in need.
Meeting in the RPC Parking Lot.

9/27 High School Youth Dinner
Sunday, September 27, at 6:00 p.m.

10/18 High School Youth Dinner
Sunday, October 18, at 6:00 p.m.

11/8 Service Project: Sleep in Heavenly Peace
Sunday, November 8, from 1:00 — 4:30 p.m.
Building beds for kids.

11/22 High School Youth Dinner
Sunday, November 22, at 6:00 p.m.

12/6 Tree Lighting and Dinner
Sunday, December 6, at 5:00 p.m.
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COME, SING!

~ FOR CHILDREN IN GRADES 1 THROUGH 3

Beginning SEPTEMBER 17 - Concluding OCTOBER 29

We will meet on THURSDAYS, from+4:00 — 4:45 P.M.
A snack will be available beforehand at 3:45 P.M.

Come, Sing!is a great way for children to come together

in .order to learn some songs and stories of the faith.

Who knows? They might offer a song or two in worship
some Sunday soon!

Questions? Please speak with Jason Charneski.

Call 914-967-0842, ext. 16 - Email jcharneski@ryepc.com.
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SING IN THE CHANCEL CHOIR

ALL VOICE PARTS ARE WELCOME!

The Chancel Choir, open to all who are in high school or older,
sings in worship most Sundays of the program year
and in services on Christmas Eve and Maundy Thursday.

The usual Sunday schedule begins with warm-up at 9:15 a.m.,
continues with singing in the 10:00 a.m. service,
and concludes with a rehearsal from 11:15 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

The ability to read music is helpful, but the main criterion
is the ability to match and maintain pitch.

Section leaders (professional musicians)
assist and help to inspire all singers.

Childcare is available.

SEPTEMBER 27 IS THE FIRST SUNDAY OF THE
CHANCEL CHOIR'S 2026-2027 PROGRAM YEAR.

If you are interested in adding your voice to the
Chancel Choir, please speak with Jason Charneski.

Call 914-967-0842, ext. 16
Email jcharneski@ryepc.com.
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Music Notes

Chancel Choir

Resuming Its Ministry on Sunday, September 27.

The Chancel Choir (open to those high-school age
and older) will resume its ministry on September 27.
New singers always are welcome! While being able
to read music is helpful, the main criterion is the
ability to match and maintain pitch. Section Leaders
(professional musicians) assist and inspire all singers,
and we are able to provide childcare for those who
would like to sing but feel that they need to tend to
their children. See page 13 for more information.

The usual schedule is a Sundays-only affair: Warm-up
at 9:15 a.m., sing the 10:00 a.m. service, and then
the weekly rehearsal from 11:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
There are times (closer to Christmas and Easter, for
example) when the timeframe will be a bit longer
(earlier warm-up time and/or later rehearsal end
time). In addition to our annual Cantata Sunday
(December 13) and Jazz Sunday (February 28), a
highlight this season will be joining with the choir of
First Presbyterian Church of New Canaan (Conn.)
for a concert there the afternoon of Sunday, April 25,
with the program repeated here the afternoon of
Sunday, May 2.

Your willingness to sing — even if you need to be
away at times — enhances the musical, communal,
and faith life of the choir and the church. You may
call Jason at 914-967-0842, ext. 16, or send an email
to jcharneski @ ryepc.com if you are interested.

Come, Sing!
A program for Children in Grades 1-3

All children in Grades 1 through 3 are invited to
gather on Thursdays, from 4:00-4:45 p.m. (snack
available at 3:45), for a time to learn some songs
and stories of the faith. Our first session will be on
September 17, and we’ll conclude on October 29
(as Christmas Pageant rehearsals will begin on
November 5). See page 12 for more information!

Summer Volunteer Choir

Encore! One More Summer Volunteer Choir
Gathering on Sunday, September 13

Join us on September 13 for one more Summer
Volunteer Choir Sunday! Anyone (middle school
age and older) is welcome to gather in the chapel
that morning for a 9:30 a.m. rehearsal to learn a
simple piece of music to sing in the 10:00 a.m.
service. You get to sit with your family or friends
during worship, and you do not wear a robe. This
IS a great opportunity to meet new people and to
find your way into the church’s music ministry.
Please let Jason know if you plan to be there, as it
helps me to prepare materials for you. You may call
Jason at 914-967-0842, ext. 16, or send an email to
jcharneski @ryepc.com. Thank you!

Silent Movie Night
Friday, October 2, at 7:00 p.m., in the Chapel
Organist Jason Roberts to Accompany Safety Last

Let’s go the movies — the movies of the 1920s, prior
to a modern soundtrack being a part of the picture.
This is the era when organists would improvise the
musical accompaniment. We have the opportunity to
hear a master of this art, which has had a renewed
interest in recent years, work his wonders! Join us
in the Crawford Chapel on Friday, October 2, at
7:00 p.m., for a presentation of Safety Last, a 1923
comedic silent film starring Harold Lloyd, given an
improvised musical score by organist Jason Roberts.
See page 14 for more information.

This is a fun-for-the-whole-family event. Popcorn will
be provided in order to replicate a true movie-going
experience. Children will be welcome to sit on the
floor and gaze at the screen in wonder (feel free to
bring a pillow to sit on).
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ROOTS OF FAITH
Bold Women of the Bible

Come join our local Rye clergy for an interfaith exploration of
Tamar, Ruth, Esther, Mary, mother of Jesus, and Mary Magdalene.
Together we offer a shared scripture study that's open to all.

We begin on Thursday, October 15, from 9:15 - 10:15 a.m., in the
Rye Presbyterian Church Library. We will continue meeting each
subsequent Thursday at the same time and place. Kindly RSVP to

cpattison@ryepc.com. Coffee and light refreshments provided!

Rabbi Daniel Gropper &3 J

Community Synagogue of Rye

= The Rev. Dan Love
Rye Presbyterian Church

The Rev. Cari Pattison
Rye Presbyterian Church

The Rev. Matt Stone
Christ's Church Rye

The Rev. Tommy Watson
Christ's Church Rye
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Worship and Giving

Call for Sunday Helpers

We welcome those who would like to assist in
worship on Sunday mornings by joining the team
of people who read scripture, usher, or serve
communion. If you are interested in doing so on
an occasional basis, please contact our chair of
the Worship and Music Committee, Carl Friedrich:
carlrfriedrich @ gmail.com.

Sunday Chancel Flowers

Each week, flowers adorn our sanctuary and provide
an uplifting reminder of the goodness of God and
the beauty of creation. Please consider honoring
the memory of a loved one or recognizing a special
occasion for a $100 donation. The flowers are a
blessing to all attending the service, in the sanctuary
as well as online. We will acknowledge your donation
in the church bulletin. To make arrangements, please
visit ryepc.com/worship/chancel-flowers/.

0| %40]

—

Giving at RPC ke

Online donation options are available on our giving
page, at ryepc.com/give/ and through the QR Code.
If you have any questions, please contact Maida
Robinson at mrobinson @ryepc.com. Your generosity
makes all that you see here in Grace Notes possible!

Sunday Worship

Join us each week for Sunday Worship at
10:00 a.m. Instructions for online worship via
Zoom or YouTube are on the church website:

ryepc.com/worship/worship-at-rpc

Previous sermons, bulletins, and livestreams
can be found online on our sermons page:
ryepc.com/worship/sermons/

Email Updates

RPC Weekly Updates — Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.
Worship Reminders — Saturdays at 10:00 a.m.
Contact mcrawley @ ryepc.com to subscribe.

Children & Youth Ministries Monthly Newsletter
Contact directors @ ryepc.com to subscribe.

Website Updates

RPC Website — Upcoming Events
ryepc.com/about-rpc/events/

RPC Website — Ongoing Events
ryepc.com/about-rpc/ongoing-events/

RPC Website — Calendar
ryepc.com/about-rpc/calendar/

Social Media

RPC Facebook — Rye Presbyterian Church

RPC Instagram — @ryepres10580
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Youth Appalachian Service Trip




Youth Appalachian Service Trip
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Sleep in Heavenly Peace

Thank you to all of our volunteers
who built beds for children in need!
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Every Birthday Matters

e

We thank you for the many generous contributions to Hannah Keegan's Every Birthday Matters initiative!
Supplies were donated to clients of Fred’s Pantry, a Caring for the Hungry and Homeless of Peekskill program.

RPC's Summer Building Projects

A number of improvements were completed across the building over the summer:

Westminster's stairs were repaired!  The Assembly Room gained AC!  The kitchen floor was renovated!
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RPC's New Prayer Garden

RPC’s New Prayer Garden

Parker Woods' Eagle Scout Project

Perhaps you've noticed all the activity around the
church this summer. Air conditioning has been
installed in the Assembly Room. The church kitchen
has a new tile floor and a fresh coat of paint. And
Parker Woods, a high school senior, RPC member,
and Eagle Scout candidate, has been hard at work
on the great lawn. He came to the church leadership
during the winter with a plan for a prayer garden
and seating area — a place to welcome anyone
wanting a moment of peace and reflection, or even
just a place to wait for a ride home from school. With
board approval, Parker, along with his parents and
other hard-working volunteers have been bringing
that plan to fruition. Bravo and thank you for all the
amazing work on this lovely enhancement to the
RPC grounds!
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Rye Presbyterian Nursery School

Greetings to the RPC Community

from Kristin Bassett Kumar

If you are interested in joining Rye Presbyterian Nursery School for the
2027-2028 school year, registration will be held online on Monday,
October 5. All current students, new siblings of returning families, and
church members should register at this time to guarantee their
placement. All church members are part of our in-house registration.
If you are a new family, please email Co-Director, Kristin Kumar, at
kkumar@rpnskids.org to set up a tour. Rye Presbyterian Nursery
School offers morning and afternoon programs for one, two, three,
four, and five year olds. Our morning and afternoon sessions have the
same goals and activities at each of their respective age levels. We
look forward to hearing from you soon!
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