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Psalm 145:8-15 

8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, * 

slow to anger and of great kindness. 

9 The LORD is loving to everyone * 

and his compassion is over all his works. 

10 All your works praise you, O LORD, * 

and your faithful servants bless you. 

11 They make known the glory of your kingdom * 

and speak of your power. 

12 That the peoples may know of your power * 

and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; * 

your dominion endures throughout all ages. 

14 The LORD is faithful in all his words * 

and merciful in all his deeds. 

15 The LORD upholds all those who fall; * 

he lifts up those who are bowed down. 



 

“All your works praise you, O LORD,  

and your faithful servants bless you.” 

A-men 

 

Good morning, St. Dunstan’s!  

My name is Leesa Lewis, and I am your new curate. I am thrilled to be here and 

excited to serve. It is truly a privilege for me to get to stand before you to today, share 

with you from God’s Word.  

 My husband, Bill, and I, have three children, Skyler, Spencer, and Statler. All 3 

have blue eyes.  They each have some characteristics of both of us. However, when 

they were babies, life seemed a little unfair. Comments constantly came from people 

saying how much the children looked like Bill. I often said, “I did all the work,  

yet he got all of the credit.” 

 Each of us inherited some characteristics from our parents, whether it is the 

color of our eyes, the shape of our nose, the way we walk or even a propensity for 

numbers or panache for color. Sometimes characteristics can be environmental 

acquired from our surroundings instead of genetic. Have you ever noticed how 

couples who have been together for a long time start to look alike or think alike, finish 

each other’s sentences or thoughts? 



 

As we move into our text, Psalm 145, I want you to think about the specific 

characteristics mentioned in our Psalter today, the characteristics of God. 

 Listen to these attributes of God that are innate to who God is:  

8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, * 

slow to anger and of great kindness. 

9 The LORD is loving to everyone * 

and his compassion is over all his works. 

Look at verse 8. God’s character is 

• full of compassion 

• slow to anger.  

another version describes God’s character as 

• gracious and merciful, 

• slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love or another version: rich in 

love.  

The New Jerusalem Bible says, “Yahweh is tenderness and pity, slow to anger, 

full of faithful love. 

Think about these characteristics of the God we worship: 

• great kindness 



• loving to everyone 

• faithful in all his words 

• merciful in all his deeds. 

Gregory of Nyssa, one of the early fathers of our faith, said,  

“Now the child born of someone certainly shares his parent’s 

nature. 

 If then, you have received God and become God’s child,  

let your way of life testify to the God within you; make it clear who 

your Father is!” 

Let’s take a look at verses 10 &11. 

10 All your works praise you, O LORD,  

and your faithful servants bless you. 

11 They make known the glory of your kingdom  

and speak of your power; 

This phrase jumped off the page at me, “All your Works praise you, O 

Lord.” 

What do you think of the phrase “All your works praise you, O Lord”? 

All of God’s ‘works’ consist of not only the majesty we witness in creation, but 

could it also mean, the things humans have created which may also offer 

praise? 



I think so. 

Humans creating, simply echoes the process of us being made in the image of 

God as God is the ultimate Creator. 

  I love architecture. I love to see the details and decisions made by the 

designer. Places can have characteristics too. Surroundings speak a language 

all their own. One specific segment of architecture with very specific 

characteristics are chapels. What exactly is a chapel? Chapels are more of a 

private place of worship. They usually are smaller in size and often associated 

with a main church. Sometimes they may be reserved specifically for 

meditation and prayer. Think about all the different chapels you have visited. 

We experience multiple chapels in our lives. 

 One of the amenities of living in a large city (Houston being the 3rd largest city 

in America) is the museum scene. I studied fine art and art history. I love to visit 

museums. Often, whenever I visit a museum, I receive inspiration. When Fr. Roman 

asked me to preach today, in preparation, I knew I needed some special inspiration. 

So, what did I do? On the 4th of July, instead of being at the lake where we usually 

spend our holiday, we adventured out of suburbia. Among the tall buildings and the 

noise, we took a turn into a quiet little neighborhood near St. Thomas University. This 

unique place was created as a remembrance: to remind people that they are human in 

the midst of the hustle and bustle, chaos of the city. The Rothko chapel was 



commissioned by the de Menil family in the mid 1960’s. It opened in 1971. The 

artist, Mark Rothko, wanted to set the tone and have a direct interaction with his 

viewers. 14 paintings and the building that houses them are actually considered only 1 

work of art. Together, with the viewer, they create meaning.  

Instead of the usual visuals inside a chapel, one will find huge canvases; the largest is 

about 15 feet by 11 feet. The Rothko Chapel is considered one of the most important 

developments in the history of Houston’s cultural life. 

The Rothko Chapel has over 85,000 visitors a year. 

 

For 40 years, the Rothko Chapel in Houston has served as a space for personal contemplation, interfaith 
dialogue, and action for human rights. The sanctuary was created by Mark Rothko. 
Hickey Robertson/The Rothko  
 

http://www.rothkochapel.org/


 When we think about our own characteristics, who we are on the inside, who 

we are still becoming, it might be easier to visualize something tangible, something 

symbolic. I want for you to think about the different chapels in your life.  

You know more chapels than you think you do. 

 Maybe the most famous chapel in the world is the Sistine Chapel in 

Rome,Italy. It is full of paintings by the greatest painters of in all of Western history. 

Sandro Boticelli, Perugino, Raphael, and Michelangelo. The ceiling itself is 10,000 

square feet. One art critic once described the ceiling as “…the most powerful series of 

images of the human figure in the whole history of European art.” 

 
 
 

 



https://www.walksofitaly.com/blog/attractions/the-sistine-chapel-in-the-vatican-museums 
 
There are chapels in airports, hospitals, funeral homes, sometime hotels, and 

universities. There also are the non-traditional places of worship found in nature- 

a field, a canyon, on a beach, a forest, or the mountains. 

All of these places have structure, every one of these places I just mentioned 

serve a purpose, we see that purpose answered in this Psalm. 

10 All your works praise you, O LORD, * 

and your faithful servants bless you. 

11 They make known the glory of your kingdom * 

and speak of your power; 

12 That the peoples may know of your power * 

and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; * 

your dominion endures throughout all ages. 

The answer to why we desire to visit chapels, places of contemplation is found 

in this psalm. It is so God’s glory may be known and that people may know of 

God’s power and God’s glorious splendor. 

  But not all chapels are still standing. At the beginning of July, this time of 

year is very special at my house. It is the broadcast of “the Tour de France.” It 

is the Super Bowl of cycling for 3 weeks. For 21 days, we watch and listen to a 

https://www.walksofitaly.com/blog/attractions/the-sistine-chapel-in-the-vatican-museums


lovely British accent describe the race and all sorts of chapels throughout 

different parts of Europe but mainly in France. Every once in a while, I will see 

nature wrapping herself around walls where a chapel once stood. A chapel that 

once housed a vibrant worshipping community continues to point to God but 

instead of stained glass windows, the entire roof is opened to display God’s 

glory.  

 

 

Chapel of the Abbey of Beauport, Paimpol, France. Photo by Patrick Merlot 
 

Some chapels are in disrepair. Which reminds me of verse 15. 

15 The LORD upholds all those who fall; * 

he lifts up those who are bowed down. 



Some days you feel like the Rothko chapel, quiet and contemplative. 

Other days you may feel like the Sistine chapel, expressive and full of color, energy 

and vibrance. 

There are days you may feel like a hospital chapel: anxious and petrified or you 

resonate more with an abandoned chapel: fallen and in need of tremendous repair.  

Perhaps some of the best days are the ordinary days of our lives, you feel like... our 

own chapel here at St. Dunstan’s, familiar, comfortable, and accessible. 

 Whichever chapel you feel like, remember this... 

Inside of you is the most beautiful chapel, the chapel of your heart. For this living 

chapel is where you make all your decisions, where you contemplate, weep and 

lament, rejoice and celebrate. Inside this most special chapel, hear the invitation 

that Jesus offers. 

 In today’s Gospel reading in the book of St.  Matthew, we hear the words 

of Jesus pour into us today, 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you 

and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 

burden is light.” 

Amen 
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