July 6, 2025

Galatians 6:(1-6)7-16

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Galations,

[My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the
Spirit should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you
yourselves are not tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and in this way you will
fulfill the law of Christ. For if those who are nothing think they are something,
they deceive themselves. All must test their own work; then that work, rather than
their neighbor's work, will become a cause for pride. For all must carry their own
loads.

Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with their teacher.]
Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. If you
sow to your own flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to
the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. So let us not grow weary in
doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest-time, if we do not give up. So then,
whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially
for those of the family of faith.

See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand! It is those who
want to make a good showing in the flesh that try to compel you to be circumcised-
- only that they may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. Even the circumcised
do not themselves obey the law, but they want you to be circumcised so that they
may boast about your flesh. May I never boast of anything except the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.
For neither circumcision nor uncircumecision is anything; but a new creation is
everything! As for those who will follow this rule-- peace be upon them, and
mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

The word of the Lord.



July 13, 2025
Colossians 1:1-14

A reading from the letter to the Colossians,

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, for we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you
have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have
heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the gospel that has come to
you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been
bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly
comprehended the grace of God. This you learned from Epaphras, our beloved
fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf, and he has
made known to us your love in the Spirit.

For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you
and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God's will in all
spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy of the
Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you
grow in the knowledge of God. May you be made strong with all the strength
that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure
everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has
enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has
rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of
his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

The word of the Lord.



July 20, 2025

Colossians 1:15-28

A reading from the letter to the Colossians,

Christ Jesus is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for
in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers-- all things have
been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in
him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first
place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether
on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.

And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he
has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you
holy and blameless and irreproachable before him-- provided that you
continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from
the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed
to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel.

[ am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh [ am
completing what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that
is, the church. [ became its servant according to God's commission that was
given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, the mystery that
has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been
revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how great among
the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you,
the hope of glory. It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching
everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ.

The word of the Lord



July 27, 2025

Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19)

A reading from the letter to the Colossians,

As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him,
rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the
universe, and not according to Christ. For in him the whole fullness of deity
dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every
ruler and authority. In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual
circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ;
when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him
through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. And when
you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made
you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the
record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it
to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example
of them, triumphing over them in it.

[ Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and drink or of
observing festivals, new moons, or sabbaths. These are only a shadow of what
is to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. Do not let anyone disqualify
you, insisting on self-abasement and worship of angels, dwelling on visions,
puffed up without cause by a human way of thinking, and not holding fast to
the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and held together by its
ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth that is from God.]

The word of the Lord
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