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In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus calls four of his disciples. This is the perfect scripture after 
the Epiphany; when the focus is upon how Jesus is the light of the world. In the Diocese of 
Texas, this may as well be called the Priesthood Ordination Season, as many new priests are 
ordained. On Wednesday, Fr. Roman and I attended an ordination, which was a beautiful 
ceremony. 

It was not the service alone, however, that truly moved me that day: it was the way the 
church ministries grow and spider out into the world. The rector at that church, Calvary, is a 
familiar name to longtime members here, Fr. Ralph Morgan. Ralph and others helped support the 
curate to be a priest. And many years ago, Fr. Ralph was raised up by this congregation to be a 
priest. I was also reminded that my first anniversary of being a priest recently took place. 

This emphasis on priests and their callings are similar to what Jesus did in making 
disciples. Jesus taught his disciples the way God’s love looks. With his words and actions, Jesus 
trained the disciples so that they could continue this pattern all the way down to today: when we 
are called to ministry. That is right, I said we. Again. I am telling you that each person is called 
to ministry in Christ: it just looks different for everyone. 

So, let us look at this passage a bit deeper and see how Jesus is calling us into ministry. 
Jesus begins his ministry with periods of reflection. Before today’s passage Jesus has just come 
from the desert as he faced temptation.1 Then sadly John the Baptist was imprisoned by Herod. 
From this point, Jesus begins his ministry where John left it: calling people to repent. The calls 
that Jesus issues today only happen after this message. 

Jesus has a message, “Repent.”2 It would be nice to skip that part, because who wants to 
take time for self-reflection and change their ways? Once this is finished, Jesus finds those who 
he knows will be equipped for the healing, preaching, and teaching. 

People in the Gospel have heard the call of Christ in a way that perhaps, is lost today. 
This call for repentance is not about feeling bad about yourself, rather, it is about a change in 
direction. The people around Jesus, including these fishermen, would have heard a call for 
revolution. They would have thought this meant Jesus was coming to bring a revolution. He was 
doing just that: just not the way people expected or even the type of revolution that people 
expected. 

This is a revolution of the heart, spirit, and soul, which leads to social changes.3 It is not 
the political revolution many expected. 

The Ancient Near East was a world full of people and politics.4 This world inhabited 
those who were powerful: remember the killings of Herod the Great. Just a few weeks ago we 
heard about the slaughter of the Holy Innocence. Matthew’s audience, the people hearing the 
words would have remembered the stories of being displaced from The Holy Land. Therefore, in 
their hearing, Jesus’ call to a new direction could have been interpreted as political. However, 
Jesus’ question for the disciples is about how to change the way they interact with their Creator. 

But Jesus’ didn’t simply mimic John’s message of repentance. Jesus moved forward and 
began to talk about the coming kingdom of God. Perhaps the disciples had lived into repentance 
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by giving up their careers and following him. Maybe they were ready for the next step of helping 
to bring forth God’s kingdom. Of course, only Jesus can bring God’s kingdom; only he can truly 
do this. What we can do is share the experiences of Christ and hope people experience God’s 
unconditional love. 

The four disciples who heard the call: Peter, Andrew, James, and John were making a 
decision that was perceived as political. 

When they left their nets and followed Jesus;5 they were saying that Jesus was the ruler 
of their hearts; they would call him the Son of God. In those days the title son of God belonged 
to one person: Caesar. I suppose, in a way, this Jesus’ movement was political in the sense that 
Jesus was greater than Caesar. 

The disciples were boldly starting a new life and ministry. They were casting their nets in 
new places. Now the word for “net” is quite interesting.6 If I were to attempt to read it in Ancient 
Greek you would hear that there are actually three words used for “net” within Matthew’s 
Gospel. 

First, in this verse Jesus describes a casting net: these men were throwing their nets in the 
sea to catch specific fish.7 Hopefully, larger fish. 

The next usage of the word, when describing James and John repairing their nets, is one 
of a general use for nets. It could be any net. We do not know what kind of fishing the two men 
were set out to do. Later in the Gospel, Jesus talks about dragnets that are used to catch fish and 
those nets are more general. 

Jesus is calling all people; all fishers, to become fishers of men and cast their nets. This 
tells me that Jesus is not calling just one type of person to help him cast his vision. He is calling 
all of us. 

This is where we come into play. Jesus was not just calling the disciples; he is calling us 
all to follow him here and now. It is very comfortable in these pews to hear a nice story about 
four men out to fish when they decided to follow Jesus. 

Yet there is more to this story. These men are fishermen by profession. Can you imagine 
if you came home and told your spouse you were quitting your job to help people understand 
God’s love better? That is what those disciples did. Of course, you can be a disciple of Jesus in 
many professions. In our daily lives we can be disciples. This will rarely be as dramatic as 
dropping our nets. But even John the Baptist, when expecting Jesus to come, didn’t call everyone 
to change their professions. He told soldiers and tax collectors to live ethically and encouraged 
everyone to share with the needy. 

Next week is our annual meeting. Fr. Roman will cast his vision for our church. We will 
hear about how he sees St. Dunstan’s growing into the future and what we can do moving 
forward. Each of you today is a part of that vision. It may be large; it may be smaller. 

The key is to adjust your life, to sacrifice, to get uncomfortable, so that we can make 
room for God’s kingdom to come on earth as it is in heaven. Jesus brings for a kingdom of 
peace, joy, and love for everyone. This is the ministry to which we are all called. Amen. 
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