
WELCOME
We are so glad that you are here! If you are new or visiting, please let an usher know so that we can 

connect with you! Children are welcome at all of our services. We also offer the following 
opportunities for children every Sunday:

• Nursery: Open 8:45am-12:45pm for children ages infant - 5 years old and located in the Bentley 
Education Center (BEC). Enter thru the doors under the porte-cochere

• Children’s Chapel: After the Collect, the children may follow the cross to Children’s Chapel in the 
BEC and will return to the worship service during the announcements. 

• Prayground: A soft space near the choir loft for little ones to get the wiggles out during service 
while getting a front row seat to worship. Pews available in the area for parental supervision. 

Please note that this service is being livestreamed and members of the congregation may be captured on 
camera during communion and other parts of the service.  
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THE WORD OF GOD

ENTRANCE HYMN All standing HYMNAL 665
All my hope of God is founded

Verse 1
All my hope on God is founded;
he doth still my trust renew,
me through change and chance he guideth,
only good and only true.
God unknown, he alone
calls my heart to be his own.

Verse 2
Mortal pride and earthly glory,
sword and crown betray our trust;
though with care and toil we build them,
tower and temple fall to dust.
But God's power, hour by hour,
is my temple and my tower.

Verse 3
God's great goodness e'er endureth,
deep his wisdom, passing thought:
splendor, light, and life attend him,
beauty springeth out of nought.
Evermore from his store
newborn worlds rise and adore. 

Verse 4
Daily doth the almighty Giver
bounteous gifts on us bestow;
his desire our soul delighteth,
pleasure leads us where we go.
Love doth stand at his hand;
joy doth wait on his command.

Verse 5
Still from earth to God eternal
sacrifice of praise be done,
high above all praises praising
for the gift of Christ, his Son.
Christ doth call one and all:
ye who follow shall not fall. 

OPENING ACCLAMATION
The Celebrant says

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant continues with the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

2



The Celebrant continues with following
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment. And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two 
commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. Matthew 22:37-40

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS Sung S- 280
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
 we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,
 you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us;
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
  Amen.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, because without you we are not able to please you mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all things 
direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen.

At this time , all children ages 3-3rd grade are invited to meet at the back of the church and  follow the Children’s Chapel Cross and adult leaders 
to your designated Chapel space in the BEC.   The Children w ill return to the service during the announcements. 

FIRST READING The people sit. GENESIS 50:15-21
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and 
pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave 
this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did 
in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept 
when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 
But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, 
God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself 
will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

 The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

PSALM 103:8-13 Said by all,
8 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, *
   slow to anger and of great kindness.
9 He will not always accuse us, *
   nor will he keep his anger for ever.
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *
   nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
   so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.
12 As far as the east is from the west, *
   so far has he removed our sins from us.
13 As a father cares for his children, *
   so does the Lord care for those who fear him.
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SECOND READING ROMANS 14:1-12
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some believe in eating 
anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who 
abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment 
on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is 
able to make them stand. Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. 
Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also 
those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor 
of the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live 
to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to 
this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. Why do you pass 
judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before 
the judgment seat of God. For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue 
shall give praise to God.” So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN All standing. HYMNAL 494
Crown Him with many crowns

Verse 1
Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne;
Hark! how the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own;
awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless King through all eternity.

Verse 2
Crown him the Son of God before the worlds began,
and ye, who tread where he hath trod, crown him the Son of man;
who every grief hath known that wrings the human breast,
and takes and bears them for his own, that all in him may rest.

Verse 3 
Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o’er the grave,
and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save;
his glories now we sing who died, and rose on high,
who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.

Verse 4
Crown him of lords the Lord, who over all doth reign,
who once on earth, the incarnate Word, for ransomed sinners slain,
now lives in realms of light, where saints with angels sing
their songs before him day and night, their God, Redeemer, King.

Verse 5
Crown him the Lord of heaven, enthroned in worlds above;
Crown him the King, to whom is given the wondrous name of Love.
Crown him with many crowns, as thrones before him fall,
crown him, ye kings, with many crowns, for he is King of all.  
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THE GOSPEL  MATTHEW 18:21-35
The Priest reads the Gospel, first saying
 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ

Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I 
forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. “For 
this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 
When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not 
pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to 
be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 
And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he 
went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he 
said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 
pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow 
slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 
taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because 
you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger 
his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

 The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Steve Ferguson

THE NICENE CREED All standing and saying together,
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
  Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The People respond to all the petitions with 

Lord, have mercy. 

The prayers conclude with 
In the communion of Blessed Dunstan, and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all 
our life, to Christ our God. 

People To you, O Lord Our God. 
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The Celebrant says
Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and 
strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
The Celebrant then says
 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.  All saying
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant then pronounces the absolution of sins, 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

At this time  you may exchange the sign of peace with those around you - wave, bow, give the peace sign, etc. or verbally acknowledge those around 
you saying “peace be with you” or “good morning”. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & OFFERING
Scan The QR code to go directly to our PayPal donation site, or you can give online at 
www.saintdunstans.org/give. Thank you for your generosity. 

The Celebrant says
Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; bring offerings and come into his courts.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
Lord, for Thy Tender Mercy’s Sake   John Hilton/Richard Farrant 

Lord, for Thy tender mercy’s sake
Lay not our sins to Thy charge
But forgive that is past
And give us grace to amend our sinful lives

To decline from sin and incline to virtue
That we may walk with a perfect heart
Before Thee now and evermore. Amen

THE PRESENTATION OF ALMS AND OBLATIONS
Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and money or other gifts.
The People stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar, singing

The Doxology   Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
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The Celebrant says
 All things come of Thee, O Lord,
People  and of Thine own have we given Thee. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING EUCHARISTIC PRAYER D
The people remain standing. The Celebrant says,
 The Lord be with you.
People And also with you

Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light 
inaccessible from before time and for ever. 

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them 
to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and 
day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving 
voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS Sung S-125
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Then the Celebrant continues
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You formed us 
in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule 
and serve all your creatures. 

When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you 
came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with 
you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. Incarnate 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the 
good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to 
death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy Spirit, his 
own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfillment the 
sanctification of all. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all 
of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his descent among the 
dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering 
to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.
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Celebrant and People say 
We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

The Celebrant continues
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, 
sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the 
praise of your Name. 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its 
unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.  Remember our bishops, Andrew, Jeff, Kai, Hector, and Brian, and all 
who minister in your Church. Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known 
to you alone; bring them into the place of eternal joy and light.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, with Blessed Dunstan, and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in 
union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. 

AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant, kneeling
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and a period of silence is kept, then is said

 Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.
People Therefore let us keep the feast.

 Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world
People Have mercy on us.
  Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world
People Have mercy on us.
 Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world
People Grant us thy peace. 

The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 
your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
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All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s Table. To receive Holy Communion follow the direction of the ushers towards the altar.  
Place your hands together (palms  upward), receive the host, and carefully dip the host in the chalice before consuming, or drink from the cup.

If you wish to only receive a blessing, cross your arms over your chest.  Prayer teams offering prayers for healing and thanksgiving are stationed 
in the chapel.  You may go before or after you receive the Eucharist. 

COMMUNION HYMN  HYMNAL 606
Where true charity and love dwell

Since the love of Christ has joined us in one body,
let us all rejoice and be glad now and always.
And as we hear and love our Lord, the living God,
so let us in sincerity love all people.

Where true charity and love dwell,
God himself is there.

As we are all of one body, when we gather
let no discord or enmity break our oneness.
May all our petty jealousies and hatred cease
that Christ the Lord may be with us through all our days.

Where true charity and love dwell,
God himself is there.

Now we pray that with the blesséd you grant us grace
to see your exalted glory, O Christ our God,
our boundless source of joy and truth, of peace and love,
for ever and for evermore, world without end. 

Where true charity and love dwell,
God himself is there.

POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER
The People kneel. The Celebrant and People say

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us 
 as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
 in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace, 
 and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
 with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen.

THE BLESSING
The Priest blesses the people

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you and remain with you always.  

People Amen.
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HYMN OF MISSION HYMNAL 411
O bless the Lord, my soul

Verse 1
O bless the Lord, my soul!
His grace to thee proclaim!
And all that is within me join
to bless his holy Name!

Verse 2
O bless the Lord, my soul!
His mercies bear in mind!
Forget not all his benefits!
The Lord to thee is kind.

Verse 3
He will not always chide;
he will with patience wait;
his wrath is ever slow to rise
and ready to abate.

Verse 4
He pardons all thy sins,
prolongs thy feeble breath;
he healeth thine infirmities
and ransoms thee from death.

Verse 5
He clothes thee with his love,
upholds thee with his truth;
and like the eagle he renews
the vigor of thy youth.

Verse 6
Then bless his holy Name,
whose grace hath made thee whole,
whose loving-kindness crowns thy days:
O bless the Lord, my soul!

THE DISMISSAL
From the back of the church, the Priest dismisses the people, who respond

Thanks be to God. 

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God given by Dennis Willen.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

ST. DUNSTAN’S LINKTREE
Your one-stop shop for all St. Dunstan’s links! 
Scan the QR Code here or in your pew!

TODAY

CHILDREN/ YOUTH MINISTRY KICK OFF - SEPTEMBER 13
Today is the first day of children and youth Sunday School for the Fall Semester! Enjoy Sunday School at 10:15am, 
then kick off the program year with a Potluck and Family Kickball game at 5:45pm! Bring a dish to share and wear 
comfortable shoes. Meet in the Parish Hall and be prepared to have fun!

COMING UP

NAVE RESTORATION HAS BEGUN!
• All Sunday Services are in the Parish Hall and all (except 7:45am) will continue to be livestreamed. 
• Pews will be refurbished, walls will be painted, and carpet will be replaced. We will also add a new alcove for tech, 

a larger clergy vesting area, storage for Altar Guild and install a new air conditioning unit for the old kitchen area. 
• Goal of returning to our completed Sanctuary by December 13th, 2026.

MONDAY BIBLE STUDY - RESUMES SEPTEMBER 14
Monday Bible Study meets at 1:00pm in BEC 309. This Fall, the group will study both the book of Ecclesiastes and 
The Gift of Empathy together. For more information, contact Betsy Sullivan boodles411@att.net

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING - SEPTEMBER 17 & 20
DOK is hosting two meetings this month! Thursday, Sept. 17 at 10am in BEC 309 enjoy a presentation entitled "The 
Reformation: An Historical Perspective" by Mike Adams, lecturer for the Academy of Lifelong Learning at Lone Star 
College. Sunday, Sept. 20 at 10:15am BEC 309, join DOK President Janet Wenckens to learn more about the DOK and 
enjoy some morning coffee and refreshments. All women of the parish are invited to attend both meetings.

SPANISH HERITAGE FOOD FESTIVAL - SEPTEMBER 20
All are invited to join in on the Spanish Heritage Festival and sample incredible food from different Latin American 
Countries! Meet in the Parish Hall at 2:30pm

FAITH AND FAMILY FELLOWSHIP - SEPTEMBER 26
Families are invited to our kick off gathering at St. Dunstan’s on Saturday, September 26th at 5:30pm! Bring your 
favorite board games and a snack or dessert to share, and enjoy fellowship with other St. Dunstan’s families!

GARAGE SALE - OCTOBER 3
We are now collecting items for the Youth Garage Sale in Room 315! To make sure someone is available to assist 
when you bring your donations, please call the church office before coming by. Drop offs are accepted Monday - 
Thursday, 9am - 4pm. Thank you for supporting our garage sale and our youth!

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS - OCTOBER 4
Join us for a service in the courtyard at 4:00pm on October 4th and bring your pets (on leashes) to be blessed! 
Children’s Choirs will also perform.

OUTREACH

HOUSTON GROUND ANGELS

Houston Ground Angels is a non profit providing free rides for medical patients to get their critical treatment. Visit 
www.groundangels.org for details and to sign up!

EILAND ELEMENTARY FOOD DRIVE

We are collecting food donation items for Eiland Elementary this month to help support students and their 
families. Scan the QR Code for a list of items needed! Bring food donations to church on September 27th.
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