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Welcome!  The Book of Common Prayer states that “the liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy.  
It finds all its meaning in the resurrection.  Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we too shall 
be raised.”  The prayers and scripture readings used in “The Burial of the Dead” comfort the 
bereaved with the “sure and certain hope of the resurrection”:  that as Christ broke the bonds of 
death, then returned to us, we too shall be raised from the dead to dwell in the presence of God, 
forever.  
 

The Christian Rite of Burial is not a nostalgic recalling of the life of the person who has died, but 
the celebration of Christ’s triumph over death so that we might also rise and live in the presence 
of the Triune God who has created for us an eternal home.  Therefore, we pray that our Creator 
will grant us “to receive the crown of life which thou dost promise to all who share in the victory 
of thy Son Jesus Christ.”  
 

The service from The Book of Common Prayer has been reproduced in this leaflet to help your 
participation and, if you are a visitor, to acquaint you with our tradition.  
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All sitting. Angela Ray 
 

All standing.  The  Celebrant says,  

I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord. 
Whoever has faith in me shall have life, even though he die. 
And everyone who has life,  
and has committed himself to me in faith,  
shall not die for ever. 
 

As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives  
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth.   

After my awaking, he will raise me up;  
and in my body I shall see God. 
I myself shall see, and my eyes behold him  
who is my friend and not a stranger. 
 

For none of us has life in himself,  
and none becomes his own master when he dies. 
For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord,  
and if we die, we die in the Lord. 
So, then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s possession. 
 

Happy from now on are those who die in the Lord! 
So it is, says the Spirit, for they rest from their labors. 

 

Jesus Christ is Risen Today
 

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.  
 

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28  
 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16  
 

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15  
 

If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is 
the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world. 1 John 2:1-2   
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The Celebrant says, 

 The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you.  

 Let us pray.  
 

O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: Accept our prayers on behalf of your 
servant John, and grant him an entrance into the land of light and joy, in the fellowship 
of your saints; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

All sitting. Joseph Horton, Reader 
  

A reading from the Wisdom of Solomon.  
 

The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them. 
In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to 
be a disaster, and their going from us to be their destruction; but they are at peace. For 
though in the sight of others they were punished, their hope is full of immortality. 
Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, because God tested them 
and found them worthy of himself; those who trust in him will understand truth, and the 
faithful will abide with him in love, because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones, 
and he watches over his elect. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 

All sitting. 
 Led by Clergy 

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? * 
   the Lord is the strength of my life; 
   of whom then shall I be afraid? 
2 When evildoers came upon me to eat up my flesh, * 
   it was they, my foes and my adversaries, who stumbled and fell. 
3 Though an army should encamp against me, * 
   yet my heart shall not be afraid; 
4 And though war should rise up against me, * 
   yet will I put my trust in him. 
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5 One thing have I asked of the Lord; one thing I seek; * 
   that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; 
6 To behold the fair beauty of the Lord * 
   and to seek him in his temple. 
7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; * 
   he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling 
   and set me high upon a rock. 
8 Even now he lifts up my head * 
   above my enemies round about me. 
9 Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation  
 with sounds of great gladness; * 
   I will sing and make music to the Lord. 
10 Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; * 
  have mercy on me and answer me. 
11 You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.” * 
   Your face, Lord, will I seek. 
12 Hide not your face from me, * 
   nor turn away your servant in displeasure. 
13 You have been my helper; cast me not away; * 
   do not forsake me, O God of my salvation. 
14 Though my father and my mother forsake me, * 
   the Lord will sustain me. 
15 Show me your way, O Lord; * 
   lead me on a level path, because of my enemies. 
16 Deliver me not into the hand of my adversaries, * 
   for false witnesses have risen up against me, 
   and also those who speak malice. 
17 What if I had not believed that I should see the goodness of the Lord * 
   in the land of the living! 
18 Oh, tarry and await the Lord‘s pleasure; 
  be strong, and he shall comfort your heart; * 
   wait patiently for the Lord.  
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All sitting. Anne Erickson, Reader 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.   
All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so 
that we may also be glorified with him. I consider that the sufferings of this present time are 
not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with 
eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, 
who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 
Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 

It is Well with My Soul 
 
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like seabillows roll; 
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
It is well with my soul, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 
Though satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
Let this blest assurance control, 
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 
And has shed His own blood for my soul. 
 
My sin oh, the bliss of this glorious thought 
My sin not in part, but the whole 
Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more, 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! 
 
And, Lord, hast the day when the faith shall be sight, 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend, 
‘Even so’ it is well with my soul. 
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All standing. The Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 
 

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the 
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and 
scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the 
sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have 
other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen 
to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” 

 

 The Gospel of the Lord.  
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

                   The Reverend Dr. Roman D. Roldan 
 

All standing.  
The priest says,  

In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say, 
 

All saying together, 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  
  Amen. 
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The people remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says, 
The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you 
Celebrant    Let us pray. 

 
People and Celebrant kneeling as able and saying, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,   
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, for ever and ever.  
 Amen. 
 

The leader then says, 
For our brother John, let us pray to our Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am Resurrection and I am 
Life.” 
 Lord, you consoled Martha and Mary in their distress; draw near to us who mourn for 
 John, and dry the tears of those who weep. 
People Hear us, Lord. 
 

 You wept at the grave of Lazarus, your friend; comfort us in our sorrow. 
People Hear us, Lord. 
 

 You raised the dead to life; give to our brother eternal life. 
People Hear us, Lord. 
 

 You promised paradise to the thief who repented; bring our brother to the joys of 
 heaven. 
People Hear us, Lord. 
 

 Our brother was washed in Baptism and anointed with the Holy Spirit; give him
 fellowship with all your saints. 
People Hear us, Lord. 
 

 He was nourished with your Body and Blood; grant him a place at the table in your 
 heavenly kingdom. 
People Hear us, Lord. 
 

 Comfort us in our sorrows at the death of our brother; let our faith be our consolation, 
 and eternal life our hope. 
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Silence may be kept.  The Celebrant continues 
Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to you our brother John, who was reborn by water and 
the Spirit in Holy Baptism. Grant that his death may recall to us your victory over death, 
and be an occasion for us to renew our trust in your Father’s love. Give us, we pray, the 
faith to follow where you have led the way; and where you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, to the ages of ages. Amen. 
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

The Celebrant and the People may greet one another by giving a simple wave or greeting.   
 

How Great Thou Art 
 
O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
Consider all the worlds thy hands have made, 
I see the stars I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed. 
 
Then sings my soul, my Savior, God, to Thee; 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
 
When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees, 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze. 
 
And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
Send him to die, I scarce can take it in, 
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
He bled and died to take away my sin. 
 
When Christ shall come with hout of acclamation 
And take me home, what you shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration, 
And there proclaim, my God, how great thou art. 
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The people stand.  
 
Celebrant Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints,  
People where sorrow and pain are no more, neither sighing, but life everlasting.  
 

Celebrant You only are immortal, the creator and maker of mankind; and we are mortal, formed of 
 the earth, and to earth shall we return. For so did you ordain when you created me, 
 saying, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” All of us go down to the dust; yet 
 even at the grave we make our song: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
 

People Give rest, O Christ, to your servant with your saints, where sorrow and pain are no 
 more,  neither sighing, but life everlasting.  
 
The Celebrant then says 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant John. Acknowledge, 
we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner 
of your own redeeming. Receive him into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed 
rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light. Amen. 

 
The Celebrant may then bless the people, saying 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you always. Amen. 

 
The following prayer may be said  

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death,  
and giving life to those in the tomb.  
The Sun of Righteousness is gloriously risen,  
giving light to those who sat in darkness and in the shadow of death.  
The Lord will guide our feet into the way of peace,  
having taken away the sin of the world.  
Christ will open the kingdom of heaven to all who believe in his Name, saying,  
Come, O blessed of my Father; inherit the kingdom prepared for you.  
Into paradise may the angels lead you. At your coming may the martyrs receive you,  
and bring you into the holy city Jerusalem. 

 

 Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 

Please join the family in the Price Fellowship Hall for a reception following the service.  
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To be held privately with the family at a later time. 
 
The following anthem is said  

Everyone the Father gives to me will come to me; I will never turn away anyone who 
believes in me. He who raised Jesus Christ from the dead will also give new life to our 
mortal bodies through his indwelling Spirit. 
 

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope. You 
will show me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right 
hand are pleasures for evermore. 

 

The Celebrant blesses the body with Holy Water, saying               
In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we commend to Almighty God our brother John, and we commit his body to the 
ground; * earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. The Lord bless him and keep him, 
the Lord make his face to shine upon him and be gracious to him, the Lord lift up his 
countenance upon him and give him peace. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant says 
The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant says, 
Rest eternal grant to him, O Lord; And let light perpetual shine upon him. May his soul, 
and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

 

The Celebrant may then bless the people, saying 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 
God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with 
you always. Amen. 

 

 Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God.
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John Monroe Ray, 51, passed away on February 19, 2023. He was a graduate of Klein Oak 
High School and Texas A&M University. Following college, he worked as a regional manager 
for Airborne Express where he lived in San Antonio and Boerne before returning to his home 

in Spring. 
 

John loved to make people laugh. He could entertain them for hours regaling them with his 
humorous outlook on otherwise ordinary stories. John was a talented baseball player and 
athlete. His happiest days were spent on the baseball field or golf course. He loved to fish 

and hunt. But his greatest passion was his dogs. 
 

He is preceded in death by his father Charles Ray. He is survived by his mother Angela 
Crawford Ray, his sister Anne Erickson, his brothers Chuck Ray and Jason Ray, many family 

members and friends, and his beloved Chocolate Lab, Alyssa. 
 

A memorial service will be held in his honor on Saturday, March 18, at 1:00 at St. Dunstan’s 
Episcopal Church in Spring, Tx. 

 
Donations in his honor can be made to St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, your local Animal 

Shelter/ Rescue organization or The American Heart Association. 


