Youth Ministry Leader Job Description
Grace Unite Methodist Church

Position Summary:
Grace UMC is seeking a spiritually grounded, relational, and committed individual who is clearly called to youth ministry and desires to invest deeply over time in the lives of young people. This is not a transitional role, but an opportunity for someone who feels a genuine calling to walk alongside youth in grades 6–12 and grow with them.

Our youth ministry is actively growing, and we are excited to build on that momentum by expanding opportunities that reflect the interests and gifts of our youth. This includes developing creative and expressive ministries such as youth choir, drama, and/or liturgical dance, in addition to discipleship, service, and community.

We are seeking someone who is not looking to move quickly into another role, but who desires to build something meaningful, sustainable, and rooted in relationship within this community.

Supervisor:
Lead Pastor

Hours/Schedule:
Up to 15 hours per week
Sundays are required

Schedule includes:
· Weekly meetings with pastoral staff 
· Sunday worship and youth Sunday School participation 
· Youth gatherings and events (evenings/weekends as needed) 
· Consistent on-site presence on Sundays 

Compensation:
$25/hour
Estimated annual range: $14,000–$18,000

Primary Duties and Responsibilities:
· Lead and grow a relational, discipleship-focused youth ministry 
· Develop and lead monthly youth gatherings and weekly engagement opportunities 
· Provide spiritual guidance, mentorship, and pastoral care to youth and their families 
· Cultivate a ministry environment where youth feel seen, valued, and spiritually nurtured 
· Expand programming to include creative expressions of faith (e.g., choir, drama, music, service projects, and other youth-led initiatives) based on youth interests and gifts 
· Plan and coordinate events such as retreats, mission opportunities, and fellowship activities 
· Recruit, train, and support volunteers to build a sustainable ministry structure 
· Collaborate with church staff to integrate youth into the full life of the church 
· Maintain consistent communication with parents/guardians 
· Develop outreach strategies to connect with youth in the surrounding community 
· Ensure a safe, inclusive, and welcoming environment 
· Evaluate ministry effectiveness and support continued growth 

Qualifications and Desired Characteristics:
· A clear sense of calling to youth ministry, with a desire for long-term investment in the lives of young people
· Strong personal Christian faith and grounding in biblical teaching 
· Experience working with youth in a church or similar setting 
· Ability to build trusting, consistent relationships with youth and families 
· Creativity and openness to nontraditional and expressive forms of ministry 
· Strong organizational and communication skills 
· Collaborative spirit with staff and volunteers 
· Sensitivity to diverse backgrounds and experiences 
· Comfort using technology and social media for engagement 
· Commitment to the mission and values of Grace UMC 

Background Check and Safe Sanctuaries:
· Successful completion of a basic background check and reference check is required for all employees
· Employees whose responsibilities require regular unescorted access through the preschool area must complete fingerprinting and any additional screening required by preschool licensing standards
· Grace UMC reserves the right to require additional screening if concerns arise during the initial background check process
· Completion of Safe Sanctuaries training is mandatory prior to working with youth

Educational and Eligibility Requirements:
· Associate’s degree required; Bachelor’s degree preferred (or equivalent ministry/youth leadership experience)
· Applicants must be at least 24 years of age in accordance with Safe Sanctuaries guidelines
· Demonstrated maturity, judgment, and ability to work responsibly with youth and families

Cover letter, resume, and three references may be emailed to Dr. Scheherazade W. Forman at associate@graceunitedmethodist.org 
