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Romans 8:1-17 - Passion Translation

Living by the Power of the Holy Spirit

So now the case is closed. There remains no accusing voice of condemnation against those who are joined
in life-union with Jesus, the Anointed One. 2 For the “law” of the Spirit of life flowing through the anointing of
Jesus has liberated us from the “law” of sin and death. 3 For God achieved what the law was unable to
accomplish, because the law was limited by the weakness of human nature. Yet God sent us his Sonin
human form to identify with human weakness. Clothed with humanity, God’s Son gave his body to be the sin-
offering so that God could once and for all condemn the guilt and power of sin. 4 So now every righteous
requirement of the law can be fulfilled through the Anointed One living his life in us. And we are free to live,
not according to our flesh, but by the dynamic power of the Holy Spirit!

5 Those who are motivated by the flesh only pursue what benefits themselves. But those who live by the
impulses of the Holy Spirit are motivated to pursue spiritual realities. 6 For the mind-set of the flesh is
death, but the mindset controlled by the Spirit finds life and peace. 7 In fact, the mind-set focused on the
flesh fights God’s plan and refuses to submit to his direction, because it cannot! 8 For no matter how hard
they try, God finds no pleasure with those who are controlled by the flesh. 9 But when the Spirit of Christ
empowers your life, you are not dominated by the flesh but by the Spirit. And if you are not joined to the
Spirit of the Anointed One, you are not of him.

10 Now Christ lives his life in you! And even though your body may be dead because of the effects of sin, his
life-giving Spirit imparts life to you because you are fully accepted by God. 11 Yes, God raised Jesus to life!
And since God’s Spirit of Resurrection lives inyou, he will also raise your dying body to life by the same Spirit
that breathes life into you! 12 So then, beloved ones, the flesh has no claims on us at all, and we have no
further obligation to live in obedience to it. 13 For when you live controlled by the flesh, you are about to die.
But if the life of the Spirit puts to death the corrupt ways of the flesh, we then taste his abundant life.:

Sons and Daughters Destined for Glory

14 The mature children of God are those who are moved by the impulses of the Holy Spirit. 15 And you did
not receive the “spirit of religious duty,” leading you back into the fear of never being good enough. But you
have received the “Spirit of full acceptance,” enfolding you into the family of God. And you will never feel
orphaned, for as he rises up within us, our spirits join him in saying the words of tender affection, “Beloved
Father!” 16 For the Holy Spirit makes God’s fatherhood real to us as he whispers into our innermost being,
“You are God’s beloved child!”

17 And since we are his true children, we qualify to share all his treasures, forindeed, we are heirs of God
himself. And since we are joined to Christ, we also inherit all that he is and all that he has. We will
experience being co-glorified with him provided that we accept his sufferings as our own.

3-4 NKJV

For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 that the righteous requirement
of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

1. -
this means that Christ’s ministry and message were authorized by God the Father. We see then that
Jesus was on an assignment. Jesus was sent to deal with sin.

2. Jesus was in the of -
Christwas human inform with a body and nature like ours. However, He also fully participated in the
same flesh that sinful men had, though not participating in sin itself. His nature was real and
susceptible of pain, weariness, sorrow, rejection, etc. but He was never sinful.
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3. Jesus in the -
God executed His judgment on sin through Christ’s death. In Christ God broke the power of sin.
Christ’s sinless life represents a living condemnation of sin.

4. Forthe ofthe mightbe
—The righteousness required by the law has been met and is now applied to the believer through
Christ’s obedience and death.

5. -
the believer’s life and conduct are transformed by means of the working of the Holy Spirit. Through
the indwelling Holy Spirit we begin to live the kind of life God wants. We become dominated but the
new nature and Spirit within us.

Into the very region where the tyrant rules, the Son of God communicates a new nature which constitutes a
realnew power. The Spirit operates on all our faculties and redeems them from the bondage of corruption. All
the springs in the land are poisoned; but a new one, limpid and pure, is opened. By the entrance of the Spirit
of holiness into a human spirit, the usurper is driven from the central fortress: and though he may linger in the
outworks and keep up a guerilla warfare, that is all that he can do. We never truly apprehend Christ’s gift to
manuntil we recognize that He not merely ‘died for our sins,” but lives to impart the principle of holiness in the
gift of His Spirit. The dominion of that imparted Spirit is gradual and progressive. The Canaanite may still be
in the land, but a growing power, working in and through us, is warring against all in us that still owns
allegiance to that alien power, and there can be no end to the victorious struggle until the whole body, soul,
and spirit, be wholly under the influence of the Spirit that dwelleth in us, and nothing shall hurt or destroy in
what shall then be all God’s holy mountain.

Such is, in the most general terms, the statement of what Christ does ‘for us’; and the question comes to be
the all-important one for each, Do I let Him do it for me? Remember the alternative. There must either be
condemnation for us, or for the sin that dwelleth in us. There is no condemnation for them who are in Christ
Jesus, because there is condemnation for the sin that dwells in them. It must be slain, or it will slay us. It must
be cast out, or it will cast us out from God. It must be separated from us, or it will separate us from Him. We
need not be condemned, but if it be not condemned, then we shall be.

— MacLaren’s Exposition of the Bible

As we have already read, Paulis clear about what it takes for us to walk in the likeness and way of Jesus

Christ -




