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// Bible References: 1 Corinthians 10:13, 1 Corinthians 6:18, Hebrews 13:4, Matthew 5:27-28,  
           1 Corinthians 13:1 

 
 
// Community Question: What’s something that’s harder to do in a relationship than you thought it would be? 
 
 
// Discussion Questions 
 

1. Jim says that 'reasons are not excuses to pursue sin.' What's the difference between having a reason for doing 
something wrong and having an excuse for it, and why does that distinction matter in a marriage? 

 
2. 1 Corinthians 10:13 says, 'No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he 

will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, 
that you may be able to endure it.' Based on this verse and the sermon, what does it mean that God always 
provides a 'way of escape,' and what is our responsibility when that door appears? 

 
3. Jim shared several personal 'guardrails' — like never meeting alone with a woman who isn't Robin — that he 

uses to protect his marriage before temptation even has a chance to grow. Why do you think setting up 
boundaries ahead of time is more effective than just trying to resist temptation in the moment? What are one or 
two practical guardrails you could put in place in your own life or marriage to protect your most important 
relationships? What might make those boundaries feel difficult or inconvenient to set up? 

 
4. Jim listed several 'never do that' rules for conflict in marriage — like no name-calling, no threatening divorce, 

and not getting 'historical' by bringing up past forgiven offenses. Which of these do you think is hardest to follow 
during a real argument, and why? Reflecting honestly on how you handle conflict, which of these 'never do that' 
rules do you struggle with most? What is one small change you could commit to making the next time a 
disagreement comes up? 
 

// Challenge:  Jim challenged us to consider what unforgiveness may still be costing us. Forgiveness doesn’t mean what 
happened was okay or that there shouldn’t be boundaries, but it does mean choosing to stop holding someone’s debt 
against them. Is there someone whose past hurt you are still carrying, replaying, or using as a weapon? This week, bring 
that person before Jesus and ask Him to help you release the debt—not because what happened didn’t matter, but 
because you trust Him with what happened and want the freedom that comes from letting Him heal it. 


