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// Bible References: Matt 1:1-6, 15-16, 18-19; Rom 8:28; 2 Cor 12:9; Prov 19:21; Isaiah 55:8; Jer 29:11; Micah 6:8; 
James 2:13; Gal 1:10 
 

// Community Question: What is your favorite food at Thanksgiving? 
   
// Discussion Questions 
 

1. Karl talks about how God uses broken stories in Jesus's genealogy. Why do you think Matthew chose to highlight 
the broken parts of Jesus's family tree rather than hide them? What parts of your own story have you tried to 
hide, thinking they disqualify you from being used by God? 
 

2. The sermon discusses how interruptions in our lives aren't always obstacles but can be invitations from God. Can 
you think of a time when an unwanted interruption turned into something meaningful? What current 
interruption in your life might God be using to reveal His direction? 
 

3. Karl talks about having two relationship tools - a gavel and a bandage. Why is choosing mercy (the bandage) 
over judgment (the gavel) so important, and what makes it so challenging? In what relationship or situation are 
you currently holding a gavel when you should be reaching for a bandage? 
 

4. Going Deeper: Read Romans 8:28. How can we maintain hope when facing difficult circumstances, knowing that 
God works all things together for good? What situation in your life right now requires you to trust God's promise 
that He can work it for good? 
 

// Challenge: Reflect on how God has worked in the broken parts of your life. How can you use that 
experience to show mercy to someone going through a difficult time this week? 

 


