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Acts 2:14-41

I cannot begin to express the importance or significance of this passage. When the day of Pentecost came 
and the Holy Spirit was given, Peter stands to proclaim the gospel and people’s lives were changed. This 
was the very first Christian sermon preached after the resurrection of Jesus. The book of Acts is a record of 
apostolic preaching. Peter’s sermon provides an example of gospel proclamation and a demonstration of the 
gospel’s power. Paul reminds us in Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”

Key Thought: The gospel has the power to change lives!
 

I want you to leave today with the tools to…

1. Recognize gospel proclamation. (verses 14-40)

a.  The place of Scripture (verses 14-21, 25-28, 34-35)

Verse 15 – The phenomenon of speaking in “tongues” was explained by the scriptures. Truth is 
not understood or defined by experience, rather experience must be interpreted through the lens 
of Scripture.

Peter quotes from Joel and the Psalms.

b. The priority of the person and work of Christ (verses 22-36)
 

Peter establishes Jesus’s credentials by demonstrating how His life, death, resurrection, and 
exaltation prove Him to be the Messiah. As his sermon unfolds, Peter flows through those four 
elements in chronological order. In keeping with apostolic custom, however, he focuses primarily 
on the resurrection of Christ (cf. Acts 3:15; 5:30; 10:40; 13:30, 33, 34, 37). [1] 

 
c. The point of decision (verses 36-40)
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2. Recognize the gospel’s power (vs. 37-41) (Romans 1:16)

  Conviction

  Confession (repentance and baptism)

  Change (One word describes the gospel’s power, CHANGE, 2 Corinthians 5:17)

The most momentous question anyone can ask is the question, “What must I do to be saved?” A wrong 
answer to that question, no matter how correct a person’s beliefs may be in other areas, is the path to 
eternal tragedy.
 
The people realized they were guilty, culpable, responsible for the death of Jesus. They wanted to know 
what they could do to “fix it.”
 
Overwhelmed with anguish, despair, remorse, and guilt, they said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
“Brethren, what shall we do?”
 
Acts 2:38 (NASB95) 
Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 
of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
 
From Peter’s second sermon:

Acts 3:19–20 (NASB95) 
19 Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing 
may come from the presence of the Lord; 20 and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you.
 
Paul and Silas in prison:
 
Acts 16:30–32 (NASB95) 
30 And after he brought them out, he said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 They said, “Believe in 
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord 
to him together with all who were in his house.
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