[image: ]


[image: ]


















[image: ]

Effective:		Oct. 1, 2026
Revised:		Annually
Approved by:		Athletic Association Governing Board
Date:			Oct. 1, 2026
Approved by: 		Pastor and Principal
Date:			Oct. 1, 2026

Athletic Program 
2026-2027

To be reviewed: Annually


18255 West Capitol Drive, Brookfield, WI 53045
ld, WI 53045

Welcome
Dear Athletic Association Members,
Welcome to St. Dominic’s Athletic Association!  We believe it is our responsibility to keep you accurately informed of the Association’s policies and procedures.  This booklet is a summary of the principles for which we stand, the benefits to which you and your student athlete is entitled, and the obligations you assume as a member.

Mr. Carl Fedders
President, St Dominic Athletic Board


Sportsmanship Pledge

As student-athletes, coaches, and spectators at this Archdiocese of Milwaukee event, we pledge to:
· Display Christian behavior
· Show respect for student-athletes, coaches, officials, and spectators
· Refrain from profanity, racial, or ethnic comments, harassment or taunting of     student-athletes, coaches, officials, and spectators
· Encourage good sportsmanship by student-athletes, coaches, and spectators
· Take responsibility for our actions



Archdiocesan Policies and Procedures Manual
The policies and regulations of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee are kept in the office of the Principal.  These documents provide the policies, regulation, law or directive of Governmental Agencies and Cannon Law to be followed by any school that is accredited by WRISA or the Archdiocese of Milwaukee.  The documents refer to community relations, administration, business and non-instructional operations, personnel, students, instruction and new construction.  This document is open for review by appointment.

Archdiocesan Athletics Policy Manual
The policy manual provided by the Archdiocese to regulate the various athletic programs throughout the archdiocese supersedes and guides all policy created at the local level.  It is important the all participating members of the various Athletic Associations throughout the archdiocese familiarize themselves with this manual.

Parent Student Handbook
All parents and students of the school are to be familiar with the expectations of the Parent Student Handbook.  Expectations exist in collaboration with the expectations of the athletic program of St. Dominic Catholic School.




St. Dominic Parish Mission Statement
“To Seek Christ, Know Christ and Become Christ, each one for the sake of all.”
We are a thriving community of Christians in the Roman Catholic Tradition, assembled under the patronage of St. Dominic, the preacher and teacher.
We hear the voice of the Lord in our lives and desire to live the call of the Gospel by growing in faith through:
· Actively participating in liturgy, the Word of God, prayer, and the Sacraments;
· Extending ourselves in hospitality and evangelization; 
· Serving human concerns of persons within and outside our Parish family;
· Offering lifetime opportunities for Christian formation and ongoing conversion; and
· Sharing in stewardship with our time, talent, and treasure.


St. Dominic Catholic School Mission Statement
St. Dominic Catholic School is inspiring minds, developing character and seeking Christ.
Philosophy Statement
We believe that it is our mission as disciples of Jesus Christ to continue His work in order to bring children and families into relationship with Him through our instructional programming.  By honoring parents as the primary educators of children, we strive to serve the entire family through God centered, student focused learning opportunities that benefit the development of the whole child.
Inspiring Minds
We recognize that each child is an exceptional individual with talents and abilities to be developed to each child’s full potential.  We provide an academic and co-curricular environment that challenges each individual and cultivates a desire for a lifetime of learning.
Developing Character
We enhance and support rigorous academics with religious faith and Catholic values by encouraging each child’s spiritual, creative, physical, psychological and social growth.
Seeking Christ
Each individual at St. Dominic Catholic School is encouraged to find Jesus in their neighbor, to deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ through participation in the Mass, prayer, and formational opportunities, and to work to be the hands of Jesus for others.  We teach respect, acceptance, and justice for all people in the tradition of Catholic social justice teaching and the gospel message of Jesus Christ. 


Athletic Association Governing Board
2026-2027
	President:
	Carl Fedders
	carl@fedders.us
	847-668-3261

	Athletic Director:
	Pat Reid
Marc O’Hair
	patrickgreid@gmail.com
marc.j.ohair@gmail.com
	414-708-8546
414-940-6661

	Secretary:
	Diana Kegel
	dikegs1974@gmail.com
	414-322-1442

	Treasurer:
	Mark Minessale
	mark.minessale@kohls.com
	414-915-2939

	Basketball Coordinator:
	Brad Kwiatkowski
Kyle Majerowski
	bradtime4444@yahoo.com
KyleMajerowski@gmail.com
	---
414-517-0524

	Volleyball Coordinator:
	Kristin Koerner
	koerner2@gmail.com
	414-202-9974

	Track Coordinator:
	Kristina Johnson
Open/TBD
	krissykrysiak@hotmail.com
Open/TBD
	414-467-3733
---

	Cross Country Coordinator:
	Kristina Johnson
	krissykrysiak@hotmail.com
	414-467-3733

	Tennis Coordinator:
	Christopher Gassman
	attycagassman@yahoo.com
	---

	Baseball/Tball Coordinator:
	Allison Mohorek
	allisonmohorek@gmail.com
	---

	Knightball Coordinator:
	Christopher Mohorek
	cmohorek@gmail.com
	---

	VolleyKnights Coordinator:
	Open/TBD
	Open/TBD
	---

	Tournament Coordinator:
	Open/TBD
	Open/TBD
	---

	Volunteer Coordinator:
	Colleen White
	collbwhite@gmail.com
	---

	Concessions Manager:
	Open/TBD
	Open/TBD
	---



Parish / School Contacts
	Parish Liaison:
	Michael Ricci
	michael.ricci@stdominic.net
	262-781-3480 x249

	School Principal:
	Gloria Schumacher
	gloria.schumacher@stdominic.net
principal@stdominic.net
	262-783-7565 x271

	Friday Folder Contact:
	Lisa Taubner
	lisa.taubner@stdominic.net
school@stdominic.net
	262-783-7565 x280

	Parish Marketing:
	Samantha Dresen
	samantha.dresen@stdominic.net
	262-781-3480 x248

	Parish Formation:
	Karissa Tousignant
Stacy Irvine
	karissa.tousignant@stdominic.net
Stacey.Irvine@stdominic.net
	262-781-3480 x253
262-781-3480 x251
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I.	Mission Statement and Philosophy

The St. Dominic Athletic Program offers individuals an opportunity for building our Christian community through participation in athletics. 

It is a parish and school-based program that is available to St. Dominic grade school and parish faith formation students. Sports included in the program are Volleyball, Basketball, Track, Tennis and Baseball. Volleyball, Basketball, Track and Cross Country are open to students in grades 4-8; Tennis is open to grades 5-8 and Baseball is open to students in K4-Grade 3. Knightball, our youth basketball program is open to children in grades K5-Grade 3. Note, Baseball and Knightball are programs open to the public to participate in.

The St. Dominic Athletic Program will provide an environment where players are given equal opportunity to participate and develop their skills. The program is designed to promote parish, school, and team spirit with support and enthusiasm from the clergy, school staff, parents, coaches, and student athletes. Our goal is to offer participating student athletes a positive learning experience for Catholic Christian development by:
• Promoting the idea that athletic competition should be fun.
• Teaching the fundamental skills and strategies of the sport.
• Encouraging sportsmanship, self-discipline, and perseverance.
• Helping each player develop a healthy desire to compete.
• Learning to deal with the emotions of winning and losing.
• Learning teamwork and how to contribute to a team’s success both as a leader and as    a follower.
• Fostering personal growth, physical fitness, and a positive self-image

It is especially important in youth sports to remember that while winning is important, it is not the main goal of our program. We do not support the “win at all costs” philosophy. The Athletic Program at St.	Dominic will adhere to the policies outlined in the following documents:
• Archdiocese of Milwaukee Policies and Regulations for Athletics
• St. Dominic Athletic Association By-laws and Handbook.
• League rules for volleyball, basketball, track and cross country.

These publications can be reviewed on the St. Dominic School or Archdiocese of Milwaukee websites. For the St. Dominic  Athletic Association to provide the best programs available for the children, it is very important that adults get involved. Many people think the only way to help is to coach. This is not the case. In fact, there are many types of roles available. Please consider volunteering for a position with the Athletic Association or one of the many other jobs that support our program.


II.	Pastoral Staff Responsibilities

The Pastor of the parish has overall responsibility for all St. Dominic athletic programs. The Pastor has established the Athletic Association and delegated to it the responsibility for directing St. Dominic athletic programs. The Pastor monitors the Athletic Association’s activities, approves its policies, and has the final decision on any disagreements that may arise.

The pastoral staff recognizes that athletics can be a valuable element of the total educational process. This process concerns the total person’s growth as an individual – spiritually, mentally, emotionally, physically, and socially. Participation in sports provides an opportunity to utilize and further develop the skills being taught in the classroom.

III.  Athletic Association Governing Board Responsibilities
The Athletic Association operates under the direction of the Pastor. The Pastor retains overall authority for the St. Dominic athletic programs. The Athletic Association is governed by bylaws, the Athletic Association Governing Board is elected by the parish and regularly occurring meetings are open to all Association and parish members. 

Principle responsibilities of the Board include:
· Directing all Athletic Association programs.
· Financing Athletic Association programs through fees, admissions, concessions and fund raising.
· Recruiting and selecting coaches, coordinators and volunteers.
· Insuring compliance to Archdiocese and St. Dominic Policies.
· Keeping the pastor, school staff and Association members informed of its activities and maintaining open communication channels.
· Responding to questions and concerns.
· Ensuring athlete’s registration paperwork is complete before the start of each sports season.


IV.  Student Athlete Responsibilities
Participation in team athletics is a privilege and involves commitment. Athletes agree to conduct themselves as follows:
1. Athletes are expected to attend all practices and games unless excused by the coach. Some examples of excused absences could be special family events, school activities or other conflicts that in the opinion of the coach are a valid reason for missing a practice or a game.
2. Athletes will be in compliance with any school discipline to be eligible to participate in athletic activities.
3. Athletes who are absent from school due to an illness on a practice or game day may not participate in either event on that day.
4. If the athlete cannot attend a practice or game, he or she must give the coach as much advance notice as possible in order to reduce the impact of their absence on their team. If we are to have smaller teams and more playing time for each child, it will be necessary for every athlete and parent to consider their participation in this program a priority over other recreational activities during the season. Failure to attend practices on a regular basis may result in diminished playing time.
5. Athletes are expected to comply with all St. Dominic grade school and faith formation policies. The minimum requirement for LLF athletes is to attend all scheduled classes in their program with the exception of excused absences.  Excused absences may include illness, family emergencies, school activities and special family events.  If a student-athlete is not meeting the minimum requirements and the appropriate administrator decides to limit the student athlete’s privilege of participating in St. Dominic athletics, the program administrator will notify the student athlete and his/her parents, the program administrator will then also notify the Athletic Director who will notify the appropriate Sport Coordinator and Coach.
6. Athletes are expected to respect themselves by complying with the drug free, alcohol free, and smoke-free policies.
7. Athletes are expected to show good conduct at all times including during practices, sporting events, and travel to and from games.
8. Athletes are expected to show respect for coaches, referees, opposing players, teammates, and others at all times.
9. Athletes are expected to support all St. Dominic teams and treat all visitors as guests.
10. Athletes are encouraged to develop their skills outside of regular practice.
11. Athletes are expected to show respect for parish property and the property of others. This includes taking care of the uniform and equipment provided for their use and returning them in good condition.

Failure to adhere to the athlete’s responsibilities will result in appropriate consequences, which could include limited playing time, limited participation, or suspension from St. Dominic athletic programs.


V.   Parent/Guardian Responsibilities
Parents of St. Dominic athletes must be committed to the mission of the St. Dominic Parish and to the Mission and Philosophy of the Athletic Association and are expected to demonstrate good sportsmanship and Catholic Christian values to their children.
1. Parents are required to provide the appropriate registration materials and fees, along with a medical consent and athlete’s health information form as required by the League and Association. Under no circumstances will an athlete be allowed to tryout, practice, play or receive a team uniform until all registration materials are submitted to the Sport Coordinator.
2. Parents are required to attend the coach’s pre-season team meeting. The coach will provide you with team information, player and parent responsibilities, and team rules. This is a mandatory meeting and at least one parent must attend.
3. Parents are encouraged to attend and support sporting events in which their children are participating.
4. Parents are expected to provide transportation for their children to all practices and sporting events. It is your responsibility to make sure the coach is present before you leave your child at the gym. Please pick up your child promptly after practice.
5. Parents are required to work the concession or gym admission areas during the sport season their child is participating in. Every effort will be made to provide a time for you to work when your child is playing. However, from time to time it may be necessary for you to work when St. Dominic teams are not playing at our facilities.
6. Parents are required to abide by the Athletic Association Handbook including the communication process described in the section entitled Communications.
7. Parents are expected to set a positive example of respect and good sportsmanship towards all athletes, coaches, referees, opposing players, and fans.
8. During games, parents are not to interfere with the work of the coaches or referees. Please, no coaching or refereeing from the stands.
9. Parents are financially responsible for the replacement of lost or misused uniforms and/or equipment.
10. Parents are to comply with the drug free, alcohol free, and smoke-free policy on parish premises.
11. Parents are required to notify the team coach of any change in a player's eligibility.
Failure to adhere to the prescribed parent responsibilities will result in jeopardizing student athlete’s participation or parent’s attendance at sporting events.


VI.  Coach Responsibilities

Coaches of St. Dominic teams must be committed to the mission of the St. Dominic Parish and the Athletic Program and are expected to demonstrate good sportsmanship and Catholic Christian values. St. Dominic coaches are required to commit to the following:

1. Coaches are required to complete the Milwaukee Archdiocese Core Training and present the Athletic Association Governing Board proof of completion.  Coaches must also have completed the Safeguarding All God’s Family training and present the Athletic Association Governing Board proof of completion. The St. Dominic Athletic Association requires that this training be completed during the first season of coaching. Coaches that have not received training will not be allowed to coach.
2. Coaches are required to annually attend the Athletic Association sponsored or other accredited coaching clinics in their respective sport. Coaches who do not meet this requirement will not be considered in “good standing” and will jeopardize their coaching positions.
3. Coaches must prepare for each practice, set goals, and outline drills to achieve these goals. The basic skills of the sport should be taught to all players and all players should have the opportunity to work on them.
4. Coaches must respect officials, opponents, athletes, and the rules of the game.
5. Coaches are responsible for the actions and whereabouts of all athletes during the time set for practice and games. Safety is of utmost concern.
6. Coaches are responsible for all equipment checked out to the team and for the condition and security of the practice area.
7. Coaches must comply with the drug, alcohol, and smoke-free policy on parish premises.
8. To the best of their ability, coaches are expected to teach to all athletes the fundamental skills and strategies of the sport encouraging teamwork, sportsmanship, and personal growth among team members.
9. For the safety of our coaches and athletes, it is required that all practices be conducted by two responsible parties; one adult 21 or over and another responsible party 16 or older. Any one-on-one coaching must be done within view of the team or with another adult present.
10. Coaches will open and secure the gym as outlined in the Gym Usage Procedures.
11. If a coach is ejected from a game twice in one season, the Coach Selection Committee will *
12. that coach from coaching duties pending review.
13. Coaches are required to adhere to all St. Dominic Athletic Association policies. These policies may set a higher standard than the Archdiocese policies. These policies including playing time and participation by athletes will be strictly enforced.
14. Coaches must make every effort to schedule practices around day school and LLF schedules. Failure to adhere to these coaching responsibilities may result in suspension or dismissal from coaching or other appropriate consequences to be determined by the Athletic Association. 
Failure to adhere to these coaching responsibilities may result in suspension or dismissal from coaching or other appropriate consequences to be determined by the Pastor, Principal, and Athletic Association Governing Board.

VII. General Policies
Communications
Open communications are imperative to the operation of a successful program. Concerns should be addressed on a timely basis but not immediately following a negative incident to allow for a cooling off period (24 hour rule). Most issues can be resolved through discussion between players, parents, and the coach, but given the emotions that can arise immediately following a sporting event no negative communication should occur between a parent and coach on the same day as the event.

Please do not let your concerns about your athletic program go unanswered. If you have an issue with the sports program and the issue cannot be resolved through discussions with the coach or sports coordinator, you may address your concern to the Athletic Association Governing Board in the following manner:
a. Present the issue in written form to the Board President or Athletic Director.
b. If necessary, final resolution of the matter will be determined by the Athletic Association Governing Board.

Please refer to the St. Dominic website for the names of the Athletic Association Sports Coordinators and Governing Board members.

Selection of Coaches
For most grades, parent coaches can indicate their interest in coaching during the registration process. Self-nominated coaches will be added to a roster of eligible coaching talent established each year. This roster will be used to fill coaching positions for the following season.

A subcommittee consisting of the Athletic Board President, Athletic Director, and sport Coordinator will select coaches from the coaching roster. Coaches must be in “Good Standing” to be considered for a coaching position. Parents and players will complete evaluation forms after each sport’s season. Results of these evaluations will be used to help determine if a coach is in “good standing”.  Coaches may be parents or other adults deemed appropriate by the coach selection subcommittee.

Assistant Coaches are then selected by the Head Coach once teams have been established.  The Head Coach may select their assistant coaches from parents who have volunteered during the registration process or from other eligible adults.



Costs
The Athletic Association will review the fee structure annually. Our objective is to provide all eligible, interested student-athletes the opportunity to participate in St. Dominic’s athletic programs. Please contact an Athletic Association Board member in writing if the fees may cause you financial difficulty. All communications will be kept confidential.

Registration refunds will be automatically approved prior to the end of the registration period.  The Athletic Board President may refund reasonable requests past the registration deadline depending on the circumstances of the request.  Under no circumstances will refunds be given for players who quit due to team assignment.

Fees to participate are driven by the costs associated with the sport and therefore no family discounts are available.  But, if participation will create a financial hardship for your family, refer back to our assistance policy above.  The cost to participate should never be the reason your student does not register.

Uniforms
The Athletic Association will provide game uniforms (jersey and shorts) to student athletes for basketball. Shirts will be provided for volleyball, track, tennis, cross country and baseball.
Physical Examinations
All athletes are required to ensure they have a current physical form on file with the Athletic Association. This form is available on the St. Dominic web site.

Gym Usage Policy
The Gym Scheduler will accept requests for use of the gym and provide regular updates to the
Athletic Association Board. Priorities will be given to:

a. Parish day school
b. Athletic Association requirements
c. Faith Formation requirements
d. All parish sponsored groups based on availability
e. Non-parish sponsored groups based on their relationship to the parish and availability.
Any requests for use the gym for non-St. Dominic team sport related activities will be made to the Gym Scheduler and be subject to a discretionary rental fee.  Coaches will make any sudden practice change requests or open-gym requests to the Athletic Board President.


VIII. Team Membership
Registration Information
Student athletes are to register for their respective sport as outlined in the registration materials.

Approximate registration times are:
· Volleyball (Grades 4-8) – May
· Cross Country (Grades 4-8) - May
· Basketball (Grades 4-8) – September/October
· Track (Grades 4-8) – February
· Tennis (Grades 5-8) - March
· Baseball (Grade K4-Grade 3) – March

In the event that a family joins St. Dominic Parish without changing their home address, there will be a 6-month waiting period before the student-athlete can play on a St. Dominic’s sports team.
Exceptions to this rule will require Athletic Association Governing Board approval.
Approximate Dates Each Sport Starts and Ends
The following dates are for information purposes only and may vary from year to year.
a. Volleyball tryouts and practice start in August. League play starts in September and the season ends in early November.
b. Cross Country starts in September and ends in late October. 
c. Basketball tryouts and practices start in November as soon as the volleyball season is completely over. League play starts during early December and ends in late February or early March.
d. Track practice starts after the basketball season is over. The first track meet takes place in April and the season ends during the month of May.
e. Tennis starts in April and ends during the month of May.
f. Baseball starts in June and ends during the month of August.



Team Size (Cross Country, Track)
Cross Country and Track do not generally have size limits and all participants will be placed on the team. 

Team Size (Tennis)
The size of team for tennis may be limited by the space and facilities available for practice.  While all interested students are encouraged to participate, the limited space and number of available coaches may require an existing minimum level of knowledge of the sport to participate.  For example, registration may require participants to already know how to score a game or have the ability to serve the ball over the net.  Registration may be limited to a certain number of participants who meet minimum sport knowledge requirements and will be determined in a first-come, first-served basis. 

Team Size (Basketball and Volleyball)
The number of interested athletes and the availability of league openings, gym time, coaching staff, and funding will determine the number of teams that will be fielded for an individual sport. Every effort will be made to field teams of a reasonable size that will give the athletes maximum playing time.  Team size will be prioritized over keeping full classes together if the size of the team becomes too large.  To accomplish this, the Athletic Director may look to combine grades for a team or partner with another local Catholic school who may be in a similar situation with team numbers.

Basketball Team Size
	Number of Players
Signed up per Grade/Sex
	Guideline for Athletic Director in forming Teams:

	6 or fewer players
	Look to combine with another grade or another school to ideally reach a team size between 7 and 9 players.

	7 – 9 Players
	1 Team (ideal team size)

	10 - 13 Players
	Look to combine with another grade or another school to keep team size between 7 and 9 players.

	14 – 18 Players
	2 Teams

	19 – 20 Players
	Either roster 2 larger teams, or look to combine a few players with another grade

	21+ Players
	3 Teams



Volleyball Team Size
	Number of Players
Signed up per Grade/Sex
	Guideline for Athletic Director in forming Teams:

	7 or fewer players
	Look to combine with another grade or another school to ideally reach a team size between 7 and 9 players.

	8 – 10 Players
	1 Team (ideal team size)

	11 - 15 Players
	Look to combine with another grade or another school to keep team size between 8 and 10 players.

	16 – 20 Players
	2 Teams

	21 – 23 Players
	Either roster 2 larger teams, or look to combine a few players with another grade

	24+ Players
	3 Teams



The above team size limits will be followed as closely as possible. The minimum number of players per volleyball team should be eight (8). The minimum number of players per basketball team should be seven (7). However, because of the variables we are faced with, team sizes may vary from year to year.  In any case, these guidelines are just that, and the Athletic Director with the Basketball or Volleyball Coordinator may decide to roster teams slightly smaller or larger than the recommendations above.
IX. Team Selection Process
All late registrations will be put on a waiting list pending review by the Athletic Association.  Late Registrations will not be added to volleyball or basketball teams if the extra player(s) would force the addition of another team.  Where space is available, reasonable attempts will be made to allow student-athletes to participate up to the date when final rosters must be turned into the league office.  Once rosters are set, additions or changes should not be made without exceptional circumstances and with the approval of the Athletic Director and the President of the Athletic Board.

There are no cuts in our program for registrations received before the due date. Tryouts are used to evaluate the athlete’s talent in order to properly form teams. Each year, talent will divide the 4th, 5th and 6th grade teams equally. Coaches are expected to change the mix/configuration of their teams in each year to allow children to develop under multiple coaches and to meet and interact with as many children as possible.

The 7th and 8th grade teams will be divided according to ability. The tryout process will accommodate the stronger and weaker team concept. Teams will be selected based on last year’s performance and the tryout evaluations of the coaches and an independent evaluator. Final team placements are determined by the Athletic Association and league requirements.
1. If there are enough athletes registered from a grade, multiple boys or girls teams will be formed. If there are multiple teams from a grade, it will be mandatory that those athletes attend tryouts. If there is only one team from a grade, tryouts are not necessary.
2. If tryouts are necessary, a designated Athletic Board member will oversee the tryouts and:
· 4th, 5th & 6th – The head coaches along with an independent evaluator will observe the tryouts and determine the talent split.
· 7th & 8th – Two independent evaluators will observe the tryouts and determine the talent split. If the head coach’s child is clearly (based on the opinion of the two independent evaluators) in the top 5 (basketball) or top 6 (volleyball) after the first day of evaluations, then the head coach may observe day two of tryouts.
3. A request for a make-up tryout date can be made. Please contact the sports coordinator. The St. Dominic website will have the tryout dates posted.
4. All required registration materials and fees must be turned in prior to team selection tryouts.
5. Parents and other interested parties will not be allowed to observe tryouts unless he or she is involved as a head coach.
6. The child of the head coach will automatically be on his/her team. Selection of assistant coaches and managers will be done after tryouts and should not be a primary factor in selecting teams.
7. Team tryouts will last up to 90 minutes for 4th, 5th and 6th grades and up to 2 hours for 7th and 8th grades.  Athletes will be evaluated and selected on ability, athleticism, skills and attitude. Results will be tallied and teams selected.  4th grade evaluations may optionally be completed over the first week or two of practice instead of during evaluation week.
8. The Sport Coordinator and Athletic Director will approve final rosters.

X.  Playing Time
Playing Time Philosophy
	All Grades
	The attitude, effort, attendance and conduct exhibited at games and practices will influence an athlete’s playing time in all grades. Our programs will focus on instruction and development.  Striving to win and working hard to accomplish goals is important to development, but we will not be a program that will “Win at all costs”.

Athletes should receive meaningful minutes that promote their personal development along with that of the team. Developing athletes who show dedication to the sport and practice good sportsmanship and teamwork should be placed above winning.

	Grades 4, 5 and 6
	The spirit and intent of St. Dominic’s playing time policy for Grades 4-6 is to work on developing players and their God-given abilities.  Maximizing skill development for all players and teaching the game to players with less experience.  

	Grades 7 and 8
	The spirit and intent of St. Dominic’s playing time policy for 7th and 8th grade is that all athletes should be given the opportunity to contribute to the team’s success while recognizing that play becomes more competitive.  Playing time should reflect ability, performance, effort, attendance at practices, good sportsmanship, and commitment to the team.

Coaches should work collaboratively with parents in helping all student-athletes understand that not everyone on the team will play equal amounts and can contribute in other ways.



Volleyball Minimum Playing Time Guidelines:
	Grades 4, 5 and 6
	Equal playing time over the course of league season and tournament games. All student-athletes should have the opportunity to start and play all six positions including the serving position.

	Grades 7 and 8
“B” Teams
	Equal playing time is encouraged over the course of the season, including both league and tournament games.

	Grades 7 and 8
“A” Teams
	For regular-season games, minimum playing time for participants in good standing should be as follows:
· Up to 10 players – 1/4 or 25% of total season play time
· 11-12 players – 1/6 or 16.7% of total season play time
· 13-14 players – 1/8 or 12.5% of total season play time
· 15+ players – 1/10 or 10% of total season play time
Tournament playing time is at the discretion of the coach, but no player in good standing should sit for an entire match regardless of importance.



Basketball Minimum Playing Time Guidelines:
	Grades 4, 5 and 6
	Equal playing time over the course of the season, including both league and tournament games.  All student-athletes should have the opportunity to start. Players should play meaningful minutes in both halves.

	Grades 7 and 8
“B” Teams
	Equal playing time is encouraged over the course of the season, including both league and tournament games.

	Grades 7 and 8
“A” Teams
	For regular-season games, minimum playing time for participants in good standing should be as follows:
· Up to 9 players – 1/4 or 25% of total season game time (ex. 6 min of 24 minute game)
· 10-11 players – 1/6 or 16.7% of total season game time (ex. 4 min of 24 minute game)
· 12-13 players – 1/8 or 12.5% of total season game time (ex. 3 min of 24 minute game)
· 14+ players – 1/10 or 10% of total season game time
Tournament playing time is at the discretion of the coach, but no player in good standing should sit for an entire game regardless of importance.



Coaches should use good judgement in balancing the desire to win games with ensuring that every player is given the opportunity to contribute in the game even if for only a few minutes or points.

Every effort will be made by the coaches to follow the spirit and intent of our playing time policy. If you feel that your child’s coach is not allocating playing time according to the spirit and intent of our playing time policy or if you feel that there are other problems that need to be addressed, please talk to the coach and express your concerns. If you still feel that there are problems, please follow the procedure outlined in the Communication Section of this Handbook.
XI. Tournaments
In compliance with Archdiocesan regulations, the St. Dominic Athletic Association will limit team
participation in tournament play to the following:

Volleyball
	Grades 4, 5 and 6
	Up to 2 Tournaments

	Grades 7 and 8
	Up to 3 Tournaments (Not counting 8th Grade invite to Seton Tournament)



Basketball
	Grade 4
	Up to 2 Tournaments (3rd only with approval from Athletic Director)

	Grades 5 and 6
	Up to 3 Tournaments

	Grades 7 and 8
	Up to 4 Tournaments (Not counting 8th Grade invite Padre Serra Tournament)



1. No team may enter a tournament through the use of private funds. The St. Dominic Athletic Association Governing Board will approve and pay for all tournaments.
2. The St Dominic Athletic Association Governing Board reserves the right to reduce and limit the number of tournaments St. Dominic teams can play in, during a given season.
3. The Milwaukee Archdiocese runs an end of season basketball invitational tournaments (The Elizabeth Seton Volleyball Championships and the Padre Serra Basketball Tournament) for 8th grade teams. An invitation to these tournaments has to be earned and is considered an honor. Playing in the Seton or the Padre Serra does not count against the tournament limit and playing time is at the coach’s discretion, however all players are expected to receive playing time in each game.
XII. Weather Related Cancellations
Due to weather related school closings practice can be held upon board approval. If practice is held it is optional for the player to attend.
XIII. Disclaimer
From time to time, changes in Archdiocese regulations may occur which will result in revisions to this handbook. The most updated version of this handbook can be found on the St. Dominic website. If a conflict occurs between statements in this handbook and the Archdiocese regulations, the Archdiocese regulations will prevail.


XIV. Acknowledgement
I have received a copy of the Athletic Program Handbook from the Athletic Association president.  
I have read the Athletic Program Handbook in its entirety, and understand its applicability to my participation in the St. Dominic Catholic Parish Athletic Program

I will fully abide by the policies and practices contained in the Athletic Program Handbook.

Signed: ____________________________	Dated: ______________


Print Name: ________________________________________________ 

(Please submit this acknowledgement to the Athletic Association Governing Board.)
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