


First Century Christians spoke of belonging to “The Way” 
to communicate that they were on a transformational 
journey of discipleship that differed, in appearance from 
what most Jewish people were understanding at the 
time. This counter-cultural movement following Jesus of 
Nazareth upended their way of life and leaned into the 
opportunity to live as new creations experiencing 
abundant life. Some 2000 years have gone by, and we 
still feel called to follow Jesus and walk in The Way. 





Is it easier for you to serve people 
you know or strangers? Why?

DISCUSSION QUESTION:



When we fail to live lives of ministry to others we 
are not experiencing full, abundant life in the way 
Jesus intended.



THEOLOGY OF MINISTRY: 

Why are we called to serve 
and love our neighbors?



THEOLOGY OF MINISTRY: 
Why are we called to serve and love our neighbors?

God is passionate about loving humans 
throughout scripture. When we love God’s 
image bearers, we love God. 



THEOLOGY OF MINISTRY: 
Why are we called to serve and love our neighbors?

Genesis 1:27 - So God created 
humans in his image, in the image of 
God he created them.



THEOLOGY OF MINISTRY: 
Why are we called to serve and love our neighbors?

Leviticus 19:18 - “You shall not take 
vengeance or bear a grudge against 
any of your people, but you shall love 
your neighbor as yourself: I am the 
Lord.”





How have you experienced the 
iconic line, “To love another person 
is to see the face of God” to be true 
in your own life?

DISCUSSION QUESTION:



THEOLOGY OF MINISTRY: 
Why are we called to serve and love our neighbors?

Jesus exemplified service to, and love of, 
others. Being a Jesus follower means you 
serve and love others the way Jesus did.







THEOLOGY OF MINISTRY: 
Why are we called to serve and love our neighbors?

Our shared service is a witness to the world, 
binds us together in community, and forms 
us into the likeness of Christ. 







Why do you think God’s plan for us 
includes us serving others? What 
happens to us when we serve 
others?

DISCUSSION QUESTION:



SERVING OTHERS IN 2023

•Local Missions 

•Global Missions

•Restoration 

•Every Day Living

•Vocational Impact 



In what ministries are you involved? 
Why? 

DISCUSSION QUESTION:



If you are looking for a place to 
serve, who are you in conversation 
with about finding your ministry?

DISCUSSION QUESTION:



KNOWN BY OUR FRUITS

What we have sown in the past and what are 
we reaping in 2023 tells the story of our 
church. Otter Creek is known by its fruits of 
love, service, dedication, philanthropy, 
entrepreneurship, sacrifice, and embodying 
the life of Christ.   



What fruit do you see in OC’s history of 
ministry?

What fruit do you hope is in OC’s future of 
ministry?

DISCUSSION QUESTION:



The OC West End Ministry Center is an active 
manifestation of our desire to serve Nashville:

• Flourishing partnerships with 
Christian Non-profits

•3534 Store

•Garden Club activity at Youth 
Encouragement Services

•OC West End Preschool



OTTER CREEK IS A FAMILY GROWING TO BE LIKE JESUS

The Otter Creek family will begin 
to look more like Jesus the more 
we all exercise our God given gifts 
in ministry. 


