


First Century Christians spoke of belonging to “The Way” 
to communicate that they were on a transformational 
journey of discipleship that differed, in appearance from 
what most Jewish people were understanding at the 
time. This counter-cultural movement following Jesus of 
Nazareth upended their way of life and leaned into the 
opportunity to live as new creations experiencing 
abundant life. Some 2000 years have gone by, and we 
still feel called to follow Jesus and walk in The Way. 





SHARING JESUS WITH OTHERS
We desire to improve our disciple-making 
because we truly believe following Jesus 
is the best way to experience life, and we 
want to share that gift with others.





•What letter grade would you give to the 
Church Universal on the making of 
disciples? 

•What grade would you give OC? 

•What grade would you give yourself? 
Why? 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:





WHAT IS DISCIPLE-MAKING?

First, let’s define what a disciple is:
• A disciple is someone who follows the 

ways and teachings of a teacher. 
• Being a disciple requires practice and 

dedication.
• A disciple maintains humility and seeks to 

continuously grow in the ways of the 
teacher.



•Winning people to a moral code

• Convincing people that we are right about God

• Educating people about the Bible

•Baptizing people and then hoping they flourish

•Getting people to come to church

DISCIPLE-MAKING IS NOT:



How would you define disciple-making?
Disciple-making is helping people live in the Jesus 
way. It is sharing the irresistible way of Jesus with 
others, and then coaching and encouraging them 
throughout their lifelong journey of discipleship.

DISCUSSION QUESTION:



JOURNEY OF BEING A DISCIPLE

Deciding to follow Jesus is only one step 
in the process of discipleship

(Acts 15 and Gal 2).





DISCIPLESHIP JOURNEYS MAY LOOK DIFFERENT
Here’s one way it might look:

DISCOVERY DECISION GROWTH MATURING MULTIPLYING

Learn of Jesus
Curiosity 
Familiarity 

Faith begins 
Decide to 
follow
Baptism
Commitment

Ministry
Disciplines
Prayer 
Relationship 
with God 

Bearing fruit
Encourages 
other
Study
Humility

Study, Prayer
Relationship 
building
Teaching 
Mentoring
Leading 



STILL BECOMING…

Discipleship requires putting The Way into 
practice. We are all still in the process of 
becoming a disciple. 



SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES:
1. Scripture reading, memorizing, and reflecting. 

2. Prayer and Fasting: Matthew 6:1-6; 6:16-18

3. Worship- Deut 10:20; Psa 29:2; Psa 95:6; John 4:24 

4. Service & Giving- Matt 6:19-21; Matt 25:14-30 

5. Silence & Solitude- Luke 5:15-16; 1 Kings 19:11-13 

6. Discernment- Hos 14:9; Phil 1:9; Heb 5:14; 

7. Evangelism- Matt 28:19-20



• What has your discipleship journey looked like? 

• Who first introduced you to Jesus? 

• What are you doing to continue growing?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:



SHARING THE WAY OF JESUS IN TODAY’S 
INCREASINGLY SECULAR CONTEXT:

• Relationships

• Be Enthusiastically Curious 

• Be Open about Your Faith

• Be Open about Your Doubt

• Embodiment 

• Community

• Serve Others 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

When have you had success/failure helping 
others follow the Jesus way? 

What have you learned?



WAYS TO WELCOME DEEP QUESTIONS OF FAITH AND 
DOUBT IN WAYS THAT CREATE CURIOSITY AND OPENNESS

• We can be open to deep complex questions of 
faith and spirituality. We should acknowledge 
what we do not know, and extend grace to 
seekers looking for a deeper connection with 
Jesus.



WAYS TO WELCOME DEEP QUESTIONS OF FAITH AND 
DOUBT IN WAYS THAT CREATE CURIOSITY AND OPENNESS

• We can welcome doubts and critique while 
asking to establish a healthy dialogue with 
scripture as the centerpiece of discussion. 



WAYS TO WELCOME DEEP QUESTIONS OF FAITH AND 
DOUBT IN WAYS THAT CREATE CURIOSITY AND OPENNESS

• When we may disagree with others on some 
topics, we should not lose our civility. We seek 
to be vessels of God’s grace and understanding. 



WAYS TO WELCOME DEEP QUESTIONS OF FAITH AND 
DOUBT IN WAYS THAT CREATE CURIOSITY AND OPENNESS

• Embrace complex, deep discussions that may 
cause some to be uncomfortable.



DISCUSSION QUESTION:

What practical ideas do you have to create 
environments at OC to welcome these 
types of conversations?


