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​Dear Catechists and Volunteers,

Thank you for a good first month of sessions! You and your students are in
our prayers. Berni and I are always available to help however we can so

please don't hesitate to reach out.

Don't forget to check Unit 1 reviews when you begin your October Sessions!

In this edition of The Flame, you will find:
October session dates
Link to the Dropbox - visit this page for sample lesson plans, activity
ideas, tips for prayers, and your Catechist handbook
Suggestions for teaching Chapter 4
Upcoming events at St. Jude Parish
Liturgically colored-coded newsletter: This month is still Green.

Remember to submit your Materials Requests
3-5 days before your session.

Click Here to Submit Your Materials Request

Click Here to Submit Your Today at a Glance newsletter

Click Here for full Faith Formation Schedule

PLEASE ARRIVE AT LEAST 20 MINUTES EARLY.
Students begin entering the building 10 minutes before session starts.

It is very important that you arrive early to session. We cannot let
children in the classroom if there is not an adult in the classroom.

Lastly, my wife Claire is due with our first child around October 25th. In the
circumstance that the baby decides to make his exit on or right before a
session day, if any of you might be willing to be on call, even if only on
specific days (like only Sunday A or Tuesday B), please let me know so we
could call you and ask you to come in and assist Berni. Thank you so much! -
Nicholas

You are always in our prayers. We look forward to serving with and we thank
you for all that you do for God's families! Please reach out anytime if we can
help in any way.
 
Peace,

http://stjudes.org/families/children-grades-1-6/catechists/
http://stjudes.org/ff-today-at-a-glance/
http://stjudes.org/ff-today-at-a-glance/
http://stjudes.org/ff-today-at-a-glance/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/account-media/19605/uploaded/f/0e15960267_1685715994_flfcalendar2324.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/account-media/19605/uploaded/f/0e15960267_1685715994_flfcalendar2324.pdf


The Elementary Faith Formation Team

SEPTEMBER SESSION DATES
Sunday A
October 1st

10:15 - 11:45 am

Tuesday A
October 3rd

5:30 - 7:00 pm

Wednesday A
October 4th

5:30 - 7:00 pm

Sunday B
October 15 th

10:15 - 11:45 am

Tuesday B
October 17 th

6:00 - 7:30 pm

Wednesday B
October 18 th

6:00 - 7:30 pm

If you are in need of a sub, please let us know right away!

LINK TO THE DROPBOX

The Dropbox is a shared platform
where we will share resources for
you. Click the link below to explore

catechist lesson plans, activity ideas,
the classroom media guide, and

much, much more!
In the media guide, you will find links

to great online resources from
YouTube channels to
​classroom blogs!

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/pcs7mnwowd
bv9h1ef5hcw/h?

rlkey=nh6s3fsrkg8q4l847cn5e1jf9&dl=0

 
TODAY AT A GLANCE

The Today at a Glance summary is a way for catechists to share what you did
in class with the families of those in your class.

Your Today at a Glance newsletter is due to Nicholas at least 3-5 days before
your class. Copies will be in your classroom on the day of your session.

Click Here to Submit your Today at a Glance online

If you prefer to make your own format or make copies yourself, please make
sure Nicholas has a copy to keep on file for absent students and

communication records. Thank you for supporting the families teaching the
faith at home!

 

TAKING ATTENDANCE
You will have an attendance folder in your classroom. Mark "P" for
"Present or "A" for "Absent". We do not record tardiness.

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/pcs7mnwowdbv9h1ef5hcw/h?rlkey=nh6s3fsrkg8q4l847cn5e1jf9&dl=0
http://stjudes.org/ff-today-at-a-glance/


Please take attendance at the beginning of class. When completed,
leave the folder outside your door in the hallway. Hall monitors will
come around to pick them up.

Arrival and Dismissal Procedure
Catechists and volunteers: please remain in your classrooms after we

announce over the intercoms that the children will be heading down. Children
will begin heading to your classroom around 10 minutes before class begins,

please arrive at least 20 minutes early.

Dismissal will be in the Gym on Sundays: Catechists will lead students up to
the gym when your class is called and the parents will enter the gym to

retrieve their children.

Dismissal will be in the Church on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Catechists
will lead students through Door #8 and into the Church to your class'

assigned sections. Choir practice will be going on so please ask the children
to remain quiet and pray as they wait.

Resources for New Catechists
Catechist Training PowerPoint (download for notes): See Dropbox

Example Today at a Glance: Click HERE

Catechist Kickoff PowerPoint (download for notes): See Dropbox

Volunteer Handbook: See Dropbox

Phone number if running late within 1 hour of class, call or text Nicholas
at: (779) 803-0069

UNIT 2 - TRINITY
Our Topic This Month is The Trinity

The Most Holy Trinity is one of the great mysteries of our Faith. There is
one God who is three Divine Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It is

a mystery because our human minds simply can't comprehend it. A
story I like to use to illustrate this comes from the life of St. Augustine.

When St. Augustine was trying to uncover the mystery of how three
persons can be in God, he noticed a little boy cupping water from the

ocean and pouring it into a little hole he had dug on the beach. When St.
Augustine asked the child what he was doing, the little boy said he was
trying to pour the entire ocean into the hole. St. Augustine chuckled and

told him that it was impossible to fit all of the water into the hole. The
little boy replied that it is indeed impossible, just as it is impossible for
the mystery of the Trinity to fit into Augustine's head! And with that, the

little boy vanished!

Although we will never fully understand this mystery, through Faith, we
can grasp what it is as much as our human minds will allow. This has

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fo567fgfvjfv1s2/AAACJIFDumZKeu7vH9UodtqFa/Today At A Glance Newsletter?dl=0&subfolder_nav_tracking=1


been demonstrated through the teachings of Sacred Tradition and by
Saints like St. Patrick, who used a three-leaved shamrock. Check the

Dropbox for some more ways we can help the children to come to know
the Trinity.

IDEAS FOR THIS MONTH

Introduce the Rosary - October is the month of the Rosary. The rosary
is a way to tell the Blessed Virgin Mary "I love you" and ask her for help
when we need it. Jesus gave Mary to be our mom in heaven so it's
always nice to remember our mom. Maybe pray a decade with the
children or watch a video on the rosary. See below for some fun rosary
crafts!
The Trinity in Prayer - We profess our belief in the Trinity through our
prayers. For 1st and 2nd graders, remind them of where we hear the
Three Persons in the Sign of the Cross and the Glory Be prayers. For
3rd through 6th graders, let students see where the Trinity is in not only
the Glory Be but also the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds.

Do a Trinity or Rosary craft: There are some fun crafts in our drop
box as well as this link HERE for the Trinity and HERE for the Rosary.

Pray to Jesus in the Mass - The Mass isn't just the greatest and most
powerful prayer God has given us, it is a re-presentation (not
representation) of Jesus' sacrifice on the cross. Meaning, that at every
Mass we are united with every Christian in the whole world who is at
Mass, not just now, but in the past and future, too. Not only that but all
the saints and angels are present with us as well! So, we are with Jesus
as he is nailed to the cross, died, and resurrected. We are at Calvery!
This doesn't mean that His Sacrifice happens over and over again, but it
is re-presented to us at every Mass. Now, if this sounds like some time-
travel shenanigans, don't worry - it is!

Complete the Chapter Review - Work on the Chapter 4 review as a
class. This helps them remember your discussions and shows parents
what was learned at session!

Alive In Christ Lesson Plans and Training
Videos

Alive In Christ Lesson
Plans: https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/parish/lesson_planning
User Name: flfjude
Password: jude241

Alive In Christ Training Videos (especially for new
catechists)
https://aliveinchrist.osv.com/training/sessions_menu_parish

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
NO food or candy should be

https://www.catholicicing.com/trinity-resources-for-catholic-kids/
https://www.catholicicing.com/celebrating-month-of-rosary-html/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001L1eA4S9MZYrLXoWTCP1niRKW-wgVFu5HAHfvhh0-y8YlZzji12mBlaLUiokrTdcGTHvZQaSgh0vw3146I34Qwbx3_9K-5QwIlx7x7wO9wzvvXE8wIE7E4WTK2eZw8W-glUE9Cl7_lldLRTX1KUZtf8hW2oGMUQIDRIgB3GC_r1exFLRGx5FunQ==&c=D-bZqSYqNi4IGZL6m7AYBm_cAD9t9c11his-dDbwLBlS3Td--qH4lA==&ch=NnOdebqmcMkGlfaZoDeXNjSZPufjdISym1bxR5UGUNSwZ8nI1cvefA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001L1eA4S9MZYrLXoWTCP1niRKW-wgVFu5HAHfvhh0-y8YlZzji12mBlaLUiokrTdcGivy6PfVX8nNg2tomFyj8az0a1dW_5B-pn33miLByKFaWA7qXlhDsNDFocHUO3NH9p2-i2Wb3p-tHX4SNH51wz4r9Jqt_wQJ41TvSx93yCLT-6dK8SJQo_y7zYdTZ6Zp8&c=D-bZqSYqNi4IGZL6m7AYBm_cAD9t9c11his-dDbwLBlS3Td--qH4lA==&ch=NnOdebqmcMkGlfaZoDeXNjSZPufjdISym1bxR5UGUNSwZ8nI1cvefA==


handed out at
Faith Formation sessions.  

This includes in the classroom or in
the hallway as students are

dismissed. If you would like to pass
something out, please make sure

that it is a non-food item.

Our program has always had a no-
food policy. If you have any

questions, please feel free to contact
Nicholas directly.

 
DCFS MANDATED REPORTER TRAINING

REQUIRED FOR ALL ADULT VOLUNTEERS
The State of Illinois requires all adult volunteers who work with minors to

complete Mandated Reporter Training to learn how to look for signs of child
abuse and report them. All adult Faith Formation volunteers are required to

complete this training to be allowed to work in any children's ministry.
CLICK HERE to go to the DCFS webpage and complete the training.

​Those who have already completed this training should turn in their certificate
of completion.

Please call Nicholas if you have any questions.

UPCOMING AT OUR PARISH

https://mr.dcfstraining.org/UserAuth/Login!loginPage.action?request_locale=en






Please arrive by 6:30 PM with your child or teen in costume. We will make an
announcement before Mass begins to let them know when to head to the

Narthex.

WELCOME RETREAT WEEKENDS
Women's Weekend: October 21st & 22nd

Men's Weekend: October 28th & 29th

CLICK HERE for more information and to register.

http://stjudes.org/adults/welcomeweekend/


Please see the Faith Formation Newsletter for
more events and announcements!

Click Here for October

For You Catechists:

Do you follow us on Social Media?

Like and follow us at

St. Jude Parish Faith Formation

https://conta.cc/3Q0L9FE


​on Facebook and Instagram.

Encourage families to follow us as

well! We share lots of resources and

information this way!

      

Formed is a streaming service for Catholic Media. They offer programs,
videos, books, audio books and more for kids, teens and adults -

there's something for everyone!
To access your free subscription to "Catholic Netflix",

visit www.FORMED.org and create an account
​using our special code '8c62ef'.

Catechist Mentor
This experienced catechist is available to you for advice, ideas, and support.

Please contact her at any time. She is ready and willing to help!

Kelly Phelps: runob17@aol.com

Special Needs Catechist
Please contact DeAnne if you have questions about including and engaging
the children in your class who have special needs. If we know a child has a

need or accommodation, it will be indicated on your class list.

DeAnne Suarez: dsuarez79@sbcglobal.net

Faith Formation Staff
Nicholas Resuta, Director of Lifelong Faith Formation

815-463-4291 nresuta@stjudes.org
Berni Kacor, Catechetical Support Associate

​815-463-4262 bkacor@stjudes.org

Why is our newsletter called The Flame? 

In Icons of St. Jude, he is often depicted with a tongue of
flame above his head. This flame represents his receipt of the
Holy Spirit at Pentecost as one of the twelve apostles present

in the Upper Room.
We also have the flame of the Holy Spirit above our heads as

we help to form the faith of the families of St. Jude!

The Holy Spirit guides us and speaks through us!

 

http://www.facebook.com/stjudesfaith
http://www.pinterest.com/stjudefaithform
https://www.instagram.com/stjudefaithformation/?hl=en
http://www.formed.org/
mailto:runob17@aol.com
mailto:Suarez-dsuarez79@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sgibbons@stjudes.org
mailto:bkacor@stjudes.org
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