
“Experience the Expected” 

 JULY 2023 





 

 

 

The Brookland Star is published monthly by  

the Brookland Baptist Church. All issues are 

published electronically and located on the brookland 

website:  www.brooklandbaptist.org 

 

 

 

The Next edition of The Brookland Star  

will be published on  August 6, 2023 

Submit all articles, announcements,  

celebrations and photographs to  

TheStar@brookland.cc 

by JULY 21, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Staff 

 

Dr. Charles B. Jackson Sr., Senior Pastor 

Reverend Charles B. Jackson Jr.,  

Executive Pastor 

Dr. Christopher  Leevy Johnson,   

Brookland Northeast Campus Pastor 

The Brookland Baptist Church is located at 1066 Sunset Boulevard, West Columbia, SC 

29169 and 1203 Summit Parkway, Columbia, SC 29229.  

 

The mission of the Brookland Baptist Church is to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ 

through Evangelism, Education and Economic Empowerment.  
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                 THE PASTOR’S PEN  

 

 

Since its inception, the Brookland-Lakeview Empowerment Center (BLEC) has remained 

a diligent and dedicated organization with a plethora of programs and activities         

designed to improve the quality of life for youth and adults of all ages throughout the 

Midlands of South Carolina.   

 

There is no doubt that the success of BLEC has been fueled by the combined effort of 

Reverend Dr. Charles B. Jackson Sr., senior pastor of Brookland Baptist Church, the 

BLEC Board of Directors and its committed and dynamic BLEC staff of professionals. 

They have garnered admiration, respect and confidence from the vast number of     

participants in the various BLEC programs.   

 

BLEC is most proud of a recent milestone, the Lakeview School obtaining placement on 

the National Register of Historic Places. Lakeview School gained the designation as a 

result of its significant role during pernicious segregation of public education in South 

Carolina.  

 

It is gratifying that BLEC programs across the board are receiving rave reviews for their 

proven effectiveness, including its Diabetes Intervention Program, 21st Century COLA 

Afterschool and Summer Camp Programs, Youth and Teens Athletic Program,        

Mentoring and Tutoring Program, Community Gardens and Food Production Programs, 

Mental Health Awareness Training Initiative, AARP Technology Classes, and Farmer’s 

Market Nutrition Program, to name a few.  

 

As one example, BLEC’s Diabetes Intervention Program is a free family program open 

to residents of Lexington and Richland counties where enrollees speak to diabetes     

experts and learn how to eat healthy, get active and lower stress in a span of seven 

months.  

Currently under way is BLEC’s free summer 21st Century COLA Program for Northside 

Middle and East Point Middle Campus students and rising sixth graders from Saluda 

River, Riverbanks Elementary and East Point Lower Campus. In this program,          

participants are served breakfast, lunch and snacks, engaged in character building and 

academic enrichment activities.  



 

With a growing network of supporters, including corporate and individual donors, we 

strongly believe that BLEC has a bright and promising future. We are excited about the 

opportunity to make a difference in the communities served by BLEC.  With the mission 

and vision of BLEC guiding our action, we invite all those who feel an obligation and 

civic responsibility to help improve the human condition to join our effort.  

 

For more information about the BLEC, please visit the website at 
www.brooklandlakeview.org or contact the executive director at crichburgcot-
ton@brookland.cc.   
 

Sincerely,  Cindye Richburg Cotton   

Cindye Richburg Cotton, Executive Director   

http://www.brooklandlakeview.org/
http://www.brooklandlakeview.org/












Gardenia Coleman 




























