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Asking God for Information Part 2 

 

Last week, we ended our study on verses 1-4 of the Book of James helping us to understand that we 

must have the right attitude to deal with the trials and challenges of life and that when we endure and 

persevere trials. We will grow in maturity, complete, lacking nothing. Tonight, we will begin with 

verse 5 where we will explore the five guarantees that God gives to those who seek him for wisdom.  

 

James 1:5 guarantees that when we ask for wisdom and we meet God’s condition of drawing close to 

Him, God will “give” us the answers we are falling short of. The Greek word used for “giveth” is 

didontos, a form of didomi, which means I give. But in this Greek case, the grammar does not 

describe the random, occasional act of God, but rather the regular behavior of God. In fact, the entire 

Greek phrase is tou didontos theou and is literally translated as the giving God. Hence, God is not 

one who holds out on us when we need wisdom or information. He is, in fact, the giving God — one 

who is reputed for habitually giving answers to those who meet His conditions. 

 

James 1:5 guarantees that God gives “to all men.” This removes the uncertainty that God may 

answer some and not others. If God’s condition has been met — that is, if we have drawn near to His 

heart and come closely alongside Him — He will answer us, because each of us fits into that phrase 

“all men”! 

 

James 1:5 guarantees that God gives to all men “liberally.” This is the Greek word haplos. It 

denotes something that is bountiful. It actually portrays one who gives copiously, amply, 

extravagantly, generously, lavishly, liberally, plentifully, or richly. This is a person who has an open 

hand, as opposed to one who keeps a closed fist. Hence, God doesn’t dangle the bait before us and 

then quickly jerk it out of our reach. If we have met His conditions and pulled up alongside His heart, 

He reaches down with an open hand to give the answer we seek — and He gives us the answer 

bountifully. 
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James 1:5 guarantees that God “upbraideth not.” This is a translation of the Greek phrase me 

oneididzontos. The word me is emphatic for not, while the word oneidodzontos is a form of the 

word oneinidzo, which means: 

• to berate,  

• to censure,  

• to correct,  

• to rebuke,  

• or to scorn.  

 

 

In other words, God is not going to get upset with you if you ask Him for answers. He will never 

berate, censure, correct, rebuke, or scorn you when you come alongside Him to receive wisdom. 

 

James 1:5 guarantees that answers “shall be given” to the one who is seeking them and who has 

fulfilled God’s conditions. The Greek tense used for “shall be given” makes this verse a promise. 

Even if you don’t know the answer right now, the answer that you seek will be given to you! 

 

James 1:5 conveys this idea in the Greek:  

⁃ “If you are short on the answers you need, insistently ask God for them.  

⁃ But God first requests that you come alongside Him.  

⁃ That is the one request He makes before He will provide the answers you seek Him for.  

⁃ God is the giving God.  

⁃ He is known for habitually answering those who seek answers from Him, and when He 

answers, He does so lavishly and with an open hand.  

⁃ He never berates, scolds, or scorns you for asking.  

⁃ One thing is for sure — answers will be given to you when you ask God’s way!” 

 

A Faith that Stands Still 

 

Verses 6. 1:6 - Let him ask in faith.  

The one condition for receiving this gift of God is faith. God will generously give wisdom, but the 

one who asks will not receive it if he does not have confidence that God will answer the request. 

Second, James said that we must ask “in faith.” The Greek lays emphasis on the word “in” — as 

something that the person is locked into or as something that is immovable. In other words, this 

person is praying for a stable, immovable, decided position. He knows what he wants and isn’t going 

to budge.  
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Faith knows what it wants, and faith stands still. Faith doesn’t waver. The verse also says that we 

must ask in faith and not “doubt.” The word “doubt” in Greek is diakrinomai, which means to differ 

or to be at variance with one’s self. In other words, your mouth may be saying all the right words, 

but your heart is not really in agreement. It’s just a mouthful of correct, empty words. Until your 

heart and mouth get into an agreement, you are not really asking in faith, so James told us that we 

must ask with hearts that are in agreement with our mouths.  

 

Further, James said that if we are not asking in faith — that is, if we are not standing firm in our 

position of faith — we are like unto a “wave” of the sea. The word “wave” is the Greek word 

kludunai, and it describes the billowing sea, or one roll of waves after another, or the ever-changing 

sea. Waves may look impressive, but they don’t last long. And likewise, a person who doesn’t stand 

firm in faith may temporarily look or sound impressive when he prays, but like a wave of the sea, his 

prayers and desires are ever-changing; therefore, he is not standing firm in a position where he can 

be blessed.  

 

In verse 7, James continued to say, “Let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the 

Lord.” It’s not that God doesn’t want to bless this man; He can’t bless this man, because the man 

doesn’t stay in a position of faith long enough to receive an answer to his prayers. Like the waves of 

the sea, he is shifting all the time from one request to another about the same issue — and then when 

a little pressure is applied and he doubts, he shifts again. 

 

Verse 1:8 - He is a double-minded man, unstable. (NKJV)  

To be double-minded and unstable is to "trust" God and claim to be a believer and yet be filled with 

doubt, keeping other options open in case God does not prove to be dependable. A double-minded 

person is trying to be allied to both sides in a war. That person is a walking contradiction. Augustine 

confessed to this kind of thinking when he remembered one of his earliest prayers, "O Lord, grant 

me purity, but not yet!" 

 


