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Hang in There and Don't Give Up! 

James 1:1-10 

 

In the earliest years of the Church, the believers faced unremitting persecution. Every day 

they were confronted by hostile powers that were arrayed against them. Culture, pagan religion, 

government, unsaved family and friends — all these forces were arrayed against them, putting 

constant pressure on them to forfeit their faith and return to their old ways. 

 

Even if you are facing great challenges today, it doesn't begin to match the pressure these 

brothers and sisters felt. I don't want to make light of the struggles you're going through, but the 

truth is, very few people alive today have faced the level of intense opposition that these early 

believers faced. Let me put it this way, how many of you tonight personally know anyone who 

has been thrown into the arena to be mauled and eaten by hungry lions? Do you know anyone 

who has been burned at the stake for his faith? Or can you think of any friends of yours who 

have been forced into imprisonment because of faith in Jesus Christ? 

 

How many of you tonight would be willing to die for your faith if you had to put your life 

on the line? We have established that James wrote to believers facing difficult times. Their 

troubles ranged from personal trials to disabling doubts; from persecution for following Christ 

to the lure of respectability in their community and the dangers of spiritual pride. If this is the 

case, it is strange to me how he opens the letter in verses 2-3 - “consider it pure Joy, my 

brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that testing of 

your faith produces perseverance.”  

 

He begins his letter looking directly at trials and daring to spur his fellow believers with a 

challenge: “Meet the very worst that life presents you with joy.”  How can a person consider 

trials a reason for joy? This is a remarkable command is it not? We are to choose to be joyful in 

situations where joy would naturally be our last response. When certain circumstances make us 

angry and we want to blame the Lord, James directs us to the healthier alternative — joy. When 

trials come, “don’t resent them as intruders, but welcome them as friends.” Is James serious, 

really? How can we possibly do this when life is filled with all kinds of trials and temptations, 
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trials such as sickness, disease, accidents, disappointments, sorrows, suffering, and death; and 

temptations such as all the seductions to sin and evil?  

 

We have to understand that James is not saying to be happy because trouble is coming 

our way, or that we hope some trouble will come our way. Instead, it is a joy during trials. The 

joy is based on confidence in the outcome of the trial.  In contrast, most people are happy when 

they escape trials. But James encourages us to consider it pure joy in the very face of trials. 

James is not encouraging believers to pretend to be happy.  

 

Rejoicing goes beyond happiness. Happiness centers on earthly circumstances and how 

well things are going here. Joy is God-oriented rather than event-oriented because it centers on 

God and his presence in our experience. This joy I have the world didn’t give it and the world 

can’t take it away. The word consider means “chalk it up” or “regard it as.” Count it as pure 

joy because your experience of the trial is evidence that you will grow. Don’t let pain or 

struggle take away the joy of new growth, new insight, new depth, or new dependency. Focus 

on the future benefits of your difficult time. 

 

My brothers. By using this term repeatedly, James emphasizes Christian solidarity with 

all who read his letter. It reminds us that the lessons in this book are for us. We rarely have to 

face trials alone. Believers always have Christ with them; they also have one another. When we 

attempt to manage pain, loneliness, failure, and other trials alone, we are not using the resources 

that God has made available through other believers. We are here to help each other. We are not 

to go it alone! 

 

James also mentions temptations:  

1.) They were also facing temptations to sin.  

2.) Some of the believers were catering to the rich, while others were being robbed by the 

rich. 

3.) Church members were competing for offices in the church, particularly teaching offices.  

 

One of the major problems in the church was a failure on the part of many to live what 

they professed to believe. Furthermore, the tongue was a serious problem, even to the point of 

creating wars and divisions in the assembly. Worldliness was another problem. Some of the 

members were disobeying God’s Word and were sick physically because of it; and some were 

straying away from the Lord and the church.  
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The fact is certain, we will have many trials and temptations. Life is filled with all 

kinds of trials and temptations, trials such as sickness, disease, accidents, disappointments, 

sorrows, suffering, and death. The Greek word used for temptations or trials throughout James 

is peirasmos (pie’-ras-mas). It means to tempt, to try, to test, and to prove. Throughout the 

Bible, the word peirasmos and its various forms are used to refer to both the temptations and 

trials of life. But note that the word means far more than just to tempt; it means: to test, to try, 

and to prove. 

 

That is, the temptations and trials of life are to prove us:  

They are for a beneficial purpose; they are permitted by God for a good purpose. 

 

o “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more 

exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:17). 

 

o “Now no chastening [trial] for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: 

nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them 

which are exercised thereby” (Hebrews 12:11). 

 

o “Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of 

Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender 

mercy” (James 5:11). 

 

Verse 3: There are two keywords to take note of in verse 3 - Testing and Endurance. 

 

1:3 - The testing of your faith produces endurance.  Dokimion is the Greek word 

translated testing; it means “approved after testing.” Although we tend to think of testing as a 

way to prove what we don’t know or don’t have, testing ought to be seen as a positive 

opportunity to prove what we have learned. Testing is an important term because it is positive 

rather than negative. The person being tested should become stronger and purer through the 

testing.  

 

The testing. In this case, the trials do not determine whether or not believers have faith; 

rather, the trials strengthen believers by adding perseverance to the faith that is already present. 

 

Endurance is faith stretched out; it involves trusting God for a long duration. In the 

context of the rest of the New Testament, it is important to see that James is not questioning the 
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faith of his readers—he assumes that they trust in Christ. He is not convincing people to 

believe; he is encouraging believers to remain faithful to the end. James knows that their faith is 

real, but it lacks maturity. 

 

We cannot really know our own depth, until, we see how we react under pressure. 

 

1:4 - Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not 

lacking anything. The word "patience" is the Greek word hupomeno — a compound of the 

words hupo and meno. The word hupo means under, as to be underneath something. The word 

meno means to stay or to abide. You could say that the word meno means to remain in one's 

spot; to keep a position; to resolve to maintain some territory that has been gained. It is the state 

of mind that says, "This is my spot, and I'm not moving!"  

 

Thus, the word hupomeno conveys the idea of being steadfast, consistent, unwavering, 

and unflinching. It is the attitude that declares, "I don't care how heavy the load gets or how 

much pressure I'm under, I am not budging one inch! This is my spot, and I'm telling you right 

now that there isn't enough pressure in the whole world to make me move and give it up!" 

James 1:4 could be interpreted: "But let patience have her perfect work—I'm talking about the 

kind of attitude that hangs in there, never giving up, refusing to surrender to obstacles and 

turning down every opportunity to quit...." 

 

Hupomeno — that is, endurance, staying power, hang-in-there power — is one of the 

major weapons you need to outlast any difficulty or time of stress and pressure that comes your 

way. So if you're going through some rough circumstances at the moment, be encouraged! It's a 

fleeting and temporary condition that will soon change. What faithful perseverance generates is 

a whole person, recognized by three significant characteristics: 

 

Mature: — seasoned, experienced, well-developed, fit for the tasks God sent us into the 

world to do. Maturity in this sense is not related to age. It is a quality developed by how 

much we have learned from the trials we have experienced. Someone has defined 

experience as the ability to recognize a mistake when we make it again. Maturity is the 

ability to recognize a mistake before we make it again. It is a trained ability to learn from 

each previous experience. But maturity takes time.  

 

Complete — fully trained. The weaknesses and imperfections are being removed from 

our character; we are gaining victory over old sins; we are demonstrating a sense of 
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competence about life. This completeness relates to the breadth of our experience. We 

have passed through trials of many kinds. To be complete means that we have become 

mature in many areas of life. God does not want cheap substitutes but thoroughly 

developed Christians.  

 

Not lacking anything — the basic life skills are there, ready to be used; the obvious 

weaknesses or blind spots of the past have been corrected; more and more clearly we 

mirror Christ himself! We will not be lacking anything when we are mature and complete 

in all the essential areas of life. Although this last quality is stated in the negative, it 

describes a security or contentment that comes from knowing that God has what we need, 

when we need it. Believing in God's faithfulness, we have everything we need.  


