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Series: “Foundations of Christian Ministry” 
Sermon: “What Paul Really Said about Women in the Church” 
Scripture: 1 Timothy 2:11-15 
Memory Verse: Proverbs 31:30 
 
Introduction  

A. Churches, denominations, and seminaries are abandoning truths they have held since their inception. 
Since 1969 scores of articles and books have been written defending the new “truth” regarding the role 
of women in the church. 
B. What did Paul really say about women in the church? If we do not allow the biblical text to define 
church order, the pagan culture will. 
C. Big Idea: Godly women have a significant role to perform in the life of the church. 

 
I. Women Are to Learn Submissively (2:11) 

A. Women must be allowed to learn. 
B. “Scholars have often pointed out that this injunction represents advance over some traditions in 
Judaism that forbade women from learning” (Tom Schreiner). 
C. “It would be better for the words of Torah to be burned, than that they should be entrusted to a 
woman” (Jerusalem Talmud). 
D. In the Gospels Jesus took time for face-to-face instruction of women. Also check out Acts 1:14 and 
Acts 2:42. 
E. “For a woman to worship aright, she must take her place in a community that enables and expects 
her to grow in faith by learning and eventually teaching what she learned to others as well” (Robert 
Yarbrough). 
F. “A woman must learn in quietness”—God commanded that women be taught “in quietness.” 
Quietness refers to a peaceful, respectful, and gentle attitude, not total silence.  
G. “In all submission”—to respect the leadership and authority that God has given the pastors/elders of 
the church. It means to receive their teaching in a spirit of cheerful agreement. 
H. Women are to be theologians. Women are to learn submissively. 

 
II. Women Are Not to Serve in the Office of Pastor/Elder/Overseer (2:12-14) 

A. “Its two scriptural offices are that of pastor/elder/overseer and deacon. While both men and women 
are gifted for service in the church, the office of pastor/elder/overseer is limited to men as qualified by 
Scripture” (BFM 2000, Article VI, amended June 14, 2023). 
B. Does our confession of faith line up with Scripture? We must carefully examine every doctrinal 
statement in the light of holy Scripture. 
C. “But I do not allow a woman”—“Allow” is always used in the New Testament to speak of permitting 
someone to do what they desire to do. 
D. “To teach”—A woman is not allowed to serve in the authoritative teaching role as 
pastor/elder/overseer.  
E. Women are to teach under appropriate conditions and circumstances—children, other women (Titus 
2:4), Priscilla and Aquila took Apollos aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately (Acts 
18:26). 
F. “Or exercise authority over a man”—Paul forbade women from exercising any type of authority over 
men in the church. WHAT DOES THAT MEAN??? Look at 1 Timothy 5:17. 
G. “But to remain quiet”—respectful. (The NIV misses the point here—“silent.”) By the way, men are to 
be respectful too. 
H. 2:12. God’s design in creation: God gave authority to man. 



I. 2:13. Satan’s distortion of creation: man abdicated his authority and the woman assumed it. Satan 
challenged God’s design for order in the home by speaking directly to Eve rather than to Adam. 
J. When Eve stepped out from under the protection and leadership of Adam, she was highly vulnerable 
and sinned.  
K. And when Adam failed to lead and followed Eve (Genesis 3:6), the perversion of God’s order was 
complete. 
L. As the head of his family, Adam bore ultimate responsibility (Romans 5:12-21; 1 Corinthians 15:21-
22). 
M. Currently over 1000 SBC churches have women pastors listed on their church websites. 
N. This June 11-12, 2024, in Indianapolis, the SBC will vote to ratify the Law Amendment. 
O. “Our goal is to amend the SBC Constitution in Article III, Paragraph 1 to read, “…a church is in friendly 
cooperation with the Convention which affirms, appoints, or employs only men as any kind of pastor or 
elder as qualified by Scripture” (Law Amendment). 
P. Does the BFM 2000 line up with Scripture? YES. 
Q. Is the Law Amendment needed? YES. 

 
III. Women Are to Serve Expectantly (2:15) 

A. “But she will be saved”—future, singular verb.  
 
“But women shall be preserved” (NASB) 
“But women will be saved” (NIV) 
“Yet she will be saved” (ESV) 
“But she will be saved” (LSB) 
 
B. “But she will be saved through the bearing of children”—Saved can also mean preserved, rescued, 
healed, set free, delivered from, vindicated. 
C. We know from the totality of Scripture that Paul was not teaching that women are saved by bearing 
children. 
D. What does “saved through the bearing of children” mean? Christ’s birth, a woman being saved as she 
gives birth, to bringing up children? 
E. THE CONTEXT IS ALWAYS HELPFUL. Myths and false teaching were in the air (1:3), as were deceitful 
spirits and demons (4:1), resulting in prohibiting marriage and some foods, which ought to be enjoyed 
(4:3-5).  
F. Paul wrote to instruct the church that domestic matters are important. Caring for widows (5:3-16), 
getting married and having children and bringing them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord 
are absolutely crucial (Ephesians 6:4). 
G. Godly women are important in the home and in the church. 
H. “She”—the godly woman producing good works, along will all saved women, are saved by faith in 
Christ. 
I. Godly women demonstrate their new life in Christ by continuing in faith and love and sanctification 
with self-restraint. 

 
Conclusion  

A. Big Idea: Godly women have a significant role to perform in the life of the church. 
B. “I have no greater joy than this, to hear that my children are walking in the truth” (3 John 4). 
C. Memory Verse: “Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears Yahweh, she shall be 
praised” (Proverbs 31:30). 
D. The Gospel Definition 


