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Introduction  

A. Gospel ministries nourished from the well of God’s Word can become apostate with amazing speed. 
(1:19; 4:1; 5:15; 6:10, 21) 
B. It is a solemn fact that any given church can depart from the faith in less than a generation.  
C. Big Idea: We must be vigilant to prevent all forms of false teaching in the church and make sure we 
are accurately handling the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15). 

 
I. False Teachers Mishandle the Law of God (1:6-7) 

A. False teachers do not edify their hearers. 
B. The goal of our teaching is to edify the people of God so that they will not simply know more things. 
C. The goal of our teaching is for their lives to be transformed so that from the inside out they would 
love God supremely and love others sincerely.  
D. “But now abide faith, hope, love—these three; but the greatest of these is love” (1 Corinthians 13:13). 
E. “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35). 
F. Fruitfulness—love from a pure heart and a good conscience and an unhypocritical faith. 
G. Fruitlessness—they speculate and talk about things they do not really understand. They don’t edify 
the people of God. 
H. Two characteristics of these false teachers—ignorance and arrogance. 
I. They were teaching legalism. “How can a man be right with God? Obey the Law.” 
J. Luke 18:9, 18-21 

 
II. Faithful Teachers Accurately Handle the Law of God (1:8–11) 

A. “So, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good” (Romans 7:12). 
B. If you believe you will be saved by what you do, you will never be saved. (1:9) 
C. Without the Law, the gospel doesn’t make sense. 
D. The Gospel Definition  
E. “Therefore the Law has become our tutor unto Christ, so that we may be justified by faith” (Galatians 
3:24). 
F. The gospel is the measure of the soundness of all teaching. 
G. “Dear pastor, as you preach the Word this morning don’t tell me I need to have faith like David, 
endurance like Job, obedience like Abraham. Tell me how all of them point to Jesus. How each story 
stands in the shadow of Christ, to show the need for Him and His cross. I want the gospel.” 

 
Conclusion  

A. “What I need first of all is not exhortation but a gospel, not directions for saving myself but 
knowledge of how God has saved me. Have you any good news for me? That is the question I ask of 
you” (J. Gresham Machen) 
B. The Law in itself is not the final answer to the problem of sin.  
C. The final answer to the problem of sin is the gospel, the person and work of Jesus Christ, in His life, 
death, and resurrection. 
D. The Gospel Definition 


