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“Desperate for God” 
Exodus 33:12-23 
Memory Verse: Matthew 3:17 
 
Introduction  

A. Big Idea: Desperate people pray bold prayers. 
B. Revelation 3:14-22 
C. John 15:5 

 
I. LORD, Show Me Your Ways (33:12-13) 

A. Moses reminded God of what he had commanded him to do. 
B. “I know you by name”—a relationship of acceptance and friendship. Moses was an object of cove-
nant grace. 
C. Moses wanted to know the God who knew him. 
D. Moses was praying God’s Word back to God. Helpful resource: Praying the Bible by Don Whitney. 
E. 2 Corinthians 12:8–10 
F. “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the im-
age of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers” (Romans 8:28-29). 
G. “Please show me your ways” (33:13). 
H. “That I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like 
him in his death” (Philippians 3:10). 
I. “But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18). 
J. Psalm 103:7–18 

 
II. LORD, Go with Us (33:14-17) 

A. It is God’s presence with them that makes them distinct. 
B. God delivered them to be with him for his glory. 
C. God saved them for a mission—to manifest his glory to the world. 
D. “Our fathers, when they were in Egypt, did not consider your wondrous works; they did not remember 
the abundance of your steadfast love, but rebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea. Yet he saved them for his 
name’s sake, that he might make known his mighty power” (Psalm 106:7-8).  
E. “But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so that my name may be pro-
claimed in all the earth” (Exodus 9:16). 
F. WE CANNOT GO FORWARD WITHOUT GOD. 
G. We exist to glorify God. We are to manifest the glory of God to the world. The church should make 
visible the glory of Christ. 
H. This mission should shape how we pray. We cannot fulfill our mission without the presence and 
power of God. 
I. God’s presence makes us distinct. 
J. God promised to be the God of the people because of their mediator.  

 
Conclusion  

A. Our salvation depends on the pleasure God takes in our Mediator. 
B. “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). 
C. “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him” (Matthew 17:5). 
D. God’s pleasure in you is not based on your performance for him. 
E. God’s pleasure in you is based on Christ’s performance for you. 
F. The Gospel Definition 


