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“Set Apart for Gospel Ministry” 
2 Timothy 4:1-5 
Memory Verse: 2 Timothy 4:5 
 
Big Idea: We are called to preserve and proclaim the gospel and persevere in suffering for the gos-
pel.  
 
I. Brothers, Accept the Charge (4:1-2a) 

A. “I charge you”—I entrust you with an important task. Be serious about it and devoted to it. 
B. God always pays attention to your sermon, even when your people may not.  

 
II. Brothers, Preach the Word (4:2) 

A. “Preach”—to herald, to proclaim publicly.  
B. “I love those who thunder out the Word…The Christian world is in a deep sleep. Nothing but 
a loud voice can awaken them out of it” (George Whitefield). 
C. “Be ready in season and of season” 
D. “Reprove”—To refute error and misconduct with careful biblical argument. Correcting mis-
behavior or false doctrine.  
E. “Rebuke”—To bring the erring person to repentance. To bring them under conviction of 
guilt.  
F. “Exhort”—To come alongside a person and encourage him to obey Scripture. To encourage 
people to pursue godliness. 
G. “With complete patience”—Sanctification is a slow process. 
H. “And teaching”—Instruction. Explain the Word of God to people. 

 
III. Brothers, Anticipate Resistance (4:3-4) 
 
IV. Brothers, Fulfill Your Ministry (4:5) 

A. Stay strong. 
B. Finish your race. 
C. Let the suffering you experience following Jesus lead you to prayer, not despair. 
D. Fulfill your ministry by the grace of God (John 15:5; 1 Corinthians 15:10). 

 
Conclusion 

A. Ordination is the process by which an individual is consecrated, that is, set apart as clergy 
to perform various religious rites and ceremonies. 
B. We say ordain, or set apart, for gospel ministry.  
C. Brothers, accept the charge, preach the Word, anticipate resistance, and fulfill your minis-
try. 
D. Preach the gospel.  


