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Partnering 
with Christ 

who transforms 
the world one 

life at a time



Pastor 
Mark McIlraith

“

”

How very good and 

pleasant it is when kindred 

live together in unity 

~Psalm 133:1~

p1 / PASTOR NOTE

2022 was the year of reconnection and rebuilding as we slowly 

emerged from the pandemic, “living together in unity.”  Here are a few 

2022 highlights of how reconnection and rebuilding took place:

• We celebrated the return of in-person music to our worship services 

in February.

• Our new modern worship service launched, opening our doors 

wider to our community.

• Our 9:30 AM concurrent worship configuration allowed families to 

join either worship style while having children’s programming at 

that same time. 

• Noah’s Ark Preschool entering its 25th year of early childhood 

education, launched a monthly Family Chapel Time.

• We walked alongside two Afghan refugee families settling in our 

     own community.

• We hosted our first Missions Fair in over three 3 years and a 

missions GoTeam traveled with Agros to the 

     Ixil region of Guatemala.

• Our Congregational Care Ministry

      team provided love, compassion,  

      and prayer through support 

      groups, off-site communion, and 

      Stephen Ministry.



“

”

How very good and 

pleasant it is when kindred 

live together in unity 

~Psalm 133:1~

• Adult Discipleship strengthened our spiritual 

growth through Adult Sunday school, small groups, 

and Men’s and Women’s Bible studies.

• Second Sunday events hosted by LGK, such as 

“Donuts and Donkeys” and “Legos and Lattes,” 

fostered intergenerational connections.

Looking ahead, 2023 is “the Year of Coming Together” 

as we live the psalmist’s words: “How very good and 

pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!”  

Therefore, let’s come together by returning in-person 

to build meaningful relationships.  For those unable 

to join us in person, let’s come together via our digital 

ministries.  We want to build a strong relationship of 

unity together.

In light of that, I have 3 requests of you:

1. Please pray for Lake Grove Church’s ability to reach 

even more people to become Christ’s disciples.  

2. Please support our ministries with your time, 

financial giving, and loving encouragement.  

3. Please spread the word by sharing your contagious 

enthusiasm for God’s work at Lake Grove Church.

Engaging in these three actions help us live in unity as 

we partner with Christ who transforms the world one 

life at a time.  
Gratefully,

Pastor Mark McIlraith
Senior Pastor & Head of Staff



2022 was deemed the year of 

reconnection         
and rebuilding

an average of 613attended one 
of our Sunday worship services 

( in-person and livestream) in 2022

Our new 9:30 AM modern worship service and concurrent 9:30 AM 

traditional service structure launched in May, allowing families to join 

either worship style, while having children’s and youth programming 

running concurrently as they worship. 
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190
Traditional

Praises for

 24 new members and
5 Baptisms in 2022!

54
Modern

32 
Blended

348
Online





MISSIONS

LOCAL missions
•  Angel Tree – children of incarcerated

• Care and Share – food for needy families

• Family Promise – homeless families

• LOTSM – families in transition

• Love INC – support/counseling for the needy

• Manna Ministries – gleaning for the hungry

• Medical Teams – medical relief

• Pink Eraser – local school children

• Portland Rescue Mission – street ministry

• Presbyterian Urban Network (PUN) – 6 congregations

• Refugee – two local Afghan families

• Salvation Army Shelter – safe refuge

• Woodburn – Latinx families

• YD Adventures – youth evangelism

500+ Members 500+ Members 
aare involved with re involved with 
our mission partnersour mission partners

500+ Members 
are involved with 
our mission partners

MISSIONS
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global missions
• Agros – Guatemala and Central America

• Headington Institute – psycho-social

• Salaam International – Middle East evangelism

• Senegal – Wolof outreach and Talibé boys

• WaterAfrica – safe water in Zambia

• Ukraine Relief – through Medical Teams

          International and World Vision



$8,836
World
communion
Sunday 
Supporting the Feluine

and Malick Fall “Way of 

Righteousness” ministry in Senegal 

Supporting the “Way of 

Righteousness” ministry and 

their work with the Talibé boys 

 

Denominational efforts for    

 hunger, self-development, 

  and disaster assistance

$13,000
Pentecost

Bob Sanders Endowment Fund supporting 

the Bob Sanders Sargal Sending Fund 

$8,326
One Great Hour 

of Sharing

$20,161
Christmas Eve

Special Offering

MISSIONS
offerings
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$20,161
Christmas Eve

Special Offering

second sunday 
Lake Grove children worshipped in service 
for part of the morning followed by an 
intergenerational time of fellowship, fun and 
connection.

Community 
Life

parents night out
Childcare for children ages infant to 5th grade 
provided while parents met at local restaurants 
for connection and conversation with other Lake 
Grove parents.

MOPs/momsnext
Bi-monthly gatherings that allow moms to find 
encouragement, support and opportunities to 
develop relationships with other women.

Youth serve day
In November, our children, youth, and their 
families gathered and assembled 98 Welcome 
Kits for local refugee families in partnership with 
Refugee Care Collective. 

faith at home boxes
Beginning with Lent, the discipleship team 
created faith at home boxes to help families of 
every age/stage in the church carve out time to 
read, wonder, pray and do.p8 / COMMUNITY LIFE



enrollment
3 Classes | 39 Students | 9 teachers

Fun Fact: In 2022, Noah’s Ark had 8 families with siblings, 2 families 

with cousins, and 1 set of twins. Also among our families, we had 14 

future students and 29 alumni students. It is a truly family affair at 

Noah’s Ark Preschool!!
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In 2022, Noah’s Ark launched into its 25th year of providing exceptional 

early childhood education to children ages two to five. Noah’s Ark looks 

forward to celebrating its 25th graduating class in June of 2023 and 

continuing its legacy well into the future.

summer camps

The fun did not stop over the summer! 

Noah’s Ark held weekly themed camps 

open to all children in our community 

ages 3-5.

CHAPEL TIME

Noah’s Ark offered a monthly chapel 

time for teachers, students, and their 

families. Family Chapel Time included 

a time to worship through singing, 

story, and prayer. Ms. Susan led the 

chapel time with support from Abby 

Krawson and Leslie & Mark Hanscom.

convenant kids

We offered extended care with an 

enrichment program. Students stay up to 

two hours and enjoy a time for lunch, play, 

and special activities.



LGK 
HIGHLIGHTS
Faith at Home Boxes

Beginning with Lent, the discipleship team created faith 

at home boxes to help families of every age/stage in the 

church carve out time to read, wonder, pray and do.  We 

offered boxes for the summer on the Psalms, autumn 

boxes on the Old Testament and advent boxes to take us 

through Isaiah 9. Our faith at home boxes also connected 

the congregation to mission outreaches.

Second Sundays

The fall ushered in Second Sundays in which children 

worshipped in the traditional service for part of the 

morning followed by an intergenerational time of 

fellowship; we enjoyed doughnuts, legos and lattes as a 

family of faith.

Connection Times

We know that times outside of Sunday morning are often 

when new friendships or family memories are made so 

LGK offered mini golf, hikes, meet ups at Salt and Straw, 

bike rodeos, parents night out, refugee welcome kit builds 

and pumpkin patches.

p11 / LGK - CHILDRENS MINISTRY



This year found us both sheltering in 

place as 2022 began fully gathering 

together in the fall. Our ministry has at its 

core connecting our families to God, one 

another and to Jesus Christ in the world 

wherever each child and family is found.  

Our Sunday mornings are filled with times of joyful singing, praying, and 

learning together married with times of sabbath rest, open ended play and 

space to wonder about the God who is at work in our lives. LGK teaching 

followed the church’s focus so families may grow and discover how God is

at work and what His words is for us.



Lake Grove welcomed Calvin Hardy 

as our new Youth Coordinator in 

July 2022! He comes with several 

years experience in youth ministry 

and holds a BA with double 

majors of Christian Ministries 

and Communication Arts. He is 

so excited to continue to build 

relationships with junior highers 

and high schoolers in 2023!

FISH CO. 
junior high

p13 / FISH CO. - JUNIOR HIGH

At Lake Grove Youth, our mission is to welcome and 

support young people and their families to take the 

next step in their journey of discipleship with Jesus 

Christ, who transforms the world one life at a time.



“

”

Refugee “Restart Kits” 
assembled for Refugee Care 
Collective

Parents are saying: 

The discussions that my kids can 
have here at Lake Grove about 

faith and going deep in faith they 
could not have at home with us 
because they’re teenagers…they 

feel completely at home here.

98
12
16

Average attendance at Sunday 
Morning Youth Gatherings (HS 
& MS)

Average attendance at Fish Co



“

”

It’s not just 

youth group…it’s 

like we are all 

friends and, for 

me, it has sort of 

become a family.

p15 / THE WELL - HIGH SCHOOL

10
8
6

Average

Attendance

Students on Mission
Trip to Navajo Nation

Students
Confirmed



We were so excited to travel to Navajo 

Nation for our first high school 

mission trip since the pandemic 

started in 2020. Students faithfully 

worked in the Arizona heat while 

building porches, repairing roofs, and 

forging relationships. We built lifelong 

memories while showing the love of 

Christ to our Indigenous neighbors.

THE Well
H i g h  S c h o o l

Students are saying:

“I can trust this group.”

“Thank you for creating such 

a radically supportive and 

generous place.”

“Youth group is somewhere 

I feel safe and loved.”

“Youth group feels like a 

family that all are welcome 
to join.”



Promoting 

lifelong learning 

opportunities that 

foster spiritual 

growth of mind, 

heart and soul.

Even the pandemic could not stop 

God’s people from gathering together 

(via Zoom and gradually in person) to 

devote themselves to the study and 

practical application of God’s Word, 

encouraging each other through:

Ongoing Adult 
Sunday School 
(discussing sermon-oriented 

questions)

Small Groups 

120 
participants

14 groups
*including 3 men’s groups*
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Adult 
Discipleship
The Adult Discipleship Survey was distributed in the Fall to 

ascertain where people desire to grow in their faith and what 

topics they are interested in exploring.  You responded, we 

heard you! As a result new programs and events are being 

developed to support those learning goals through: 

• Great Themes of the Bible 

• Theological Responses to Evil

• The Holy Spirit in Christian Life

• Exploring Spiritual Disciplines

• Comparing Islam, Judaism and   

Christianity

• Women & Ministry

• Learning from Spiritual 

“Giants” from Church history

• “Walking the Talk:” Practical 

Spirituality

• Strategies for Disagreeing 

Civilly” with Dr. Ron Mock, 

Director of the Civility Project

    at George Fox University

• Women’s Bible Studies. 

• “Included in Christ: Living a 

New Story from Ephesians”

• “Lent in Plain Sight”

• “Having the Mind of Christ: 

A study of the Book of 

Philippians” (through Jennie 

Allen’s book, Get Out of Your 

Head: Stopping the Spiral of 

Toxic Thoughts)

• “Jesus and Women in the First 

Century and Now”

• “Predicting Jesus: A Study of the 

Messianic Prophecies of Isaiah”

NEW ADULT 
Classes

women’s
Ministry
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“No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging.

Since Love is lord of heav’n and earth, how can I keep from singing?”

Worship
• We celebrated the return of in-person music to our worship services 

on February 13! Hallelujah!

• We welcomed Joe Sanchez as our new Modern Worship Leader

• On May 15th we launched the in person modern worship service 

with our new service configuration of 8AM, 9:30AM Modern 

Service, 9:30AM Sanctuary Service

• We highlighted the liturgical year with meaningful services on Ash 

Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter, Thanksgiving 

Eve, and Christmas Eve

• Many thanks to Chancel Guild for new trees and Christmas 

decorations

music
ministry





Music Ministry
• We welcomed Cole Ottum as our new 

Program Manager for Worship and Music

• We welcomed Abby Krawson as our new 

Director of Children’s and Youth Choirs

• Our choirs continued to minister to the 

congregation both inside and outside the 

church walls.

• Worship through Music and Easter 

Sunday were the most highly attended 

services of 2022

• Spring Sing - featured Hope and Peace 

Choirs

• Hope and Peace choirs shared Christmas 

joy at Carman Oaks in December

• Raffle and Music Mission preparation - 

The Sanctuary Choir began preparing for 

its 2023 Music Mission trip to France and 

Spain by memorizing sacred gospel music 

and selling raffle tickets.

Concert Series
We welcomed over 2000 community 

members in person and online for free 

concerts featuring guests from the Oregon 

Symphony, Mozart for Munchkins, and the 

Brown Sisters.

265
Average total in person 

attendance per Sunday 

for all combined 

services

348
Online average 

attendance

over 
140
singers and ringers from 

ages 4 and up served 

as volunteer music 

ministers in 2022

1635
In person and Online

for Christmas Eve 

Services



congregational 
care
What a privilege it is to work alongside the Deacons and Congregational 

Care Ministry Teams of Lake Grove. The care and love of Christ that 

is poured out for our congregation and community through them is 

beautiful. If you’d like to join one of our teams, we’d love to have you 

join us in 2023!  Reach out to Pastor Susan or Brian Gustafson for more 

information.
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The first Sunday of the month Communion worship folders are tucked 

gently into the crook of an arm and little cups of love and the bread of 

life travel into homes and hearts. -- Home Communion

Every Tuesday morning, computer pop on, zoom links are accessed and 

the needs of our congregation are lifted in prayer -- Prayer Team 

Church pantry doors open, donated canned goods get sorted and 

inventoried, readied to be selected or delivered to a hungry 

-- Food Pantry 

At the end of a long day, the flicker of a screen illuminates a face deeply 

grieving a divorce – on the other side of the screen – people who 

understand and hold one another up -- DivorceCare 



A gentle knock on the door and a friendly voice 

calls out in greeting --  a visit is made and a 

little bit of loneliness slips away over coffee and 

conversation. -- Friendship Visitation

White tablecloths, trays of cookies, fresh 

coffee, and refreshing punch grace tables in the 

Fellowship Hall. All is made ready to comfort and 

care for a grieving family following a memorial. 

---Memorial Team 

The smell of a delicious soup, made in a double 

batch, wafts through a home as portions are put 

in containers and made ready to leave on the 

doorstep of someone recovering from surgery. 

---Meal Team 

In the fog and surreal experience of grief, true 

companionship enters through sharing the 

experiences of loss and sorrow -- Grief Group and 

Grief Booklets, Heart to Heart  

Chairs slide out from the coffee shop table and 

two people – now long familiar with one another 

fall into an easy rhythm of talk and listen. A heavy 

burden is shared and lifted. -- Stephen Ministry 



lakegrovepres.org
Lake Grove Presbyterian Church

4040 Sunset Drive, Lake Oswego, OR 97035
(503) 636-5656
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