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Pastor’s Corner for May 31-June 6, 2026 

Worshiping with Doubts 
(Matthew 28:16-20) 
 
The Great Commission is a Bible passage a lot of us know well. Just hearing 
the title “The Great Commission” comes with assumptions about going into the 
world to tell people about Jesus. That is a good assumption! No doubt, that is 
our calling as baptized children of the Father. It’s what our friends and family 

need from us. The world needs the Church to live out the Great Commission 
telling them about Jesus’ love. The importance of Jesus’ Mission also causes us 
to hesitate, and that’s where we really connect with the Story. 
 
Matthew has an interesting way to describe the disciples (of which he is 
one!). He says, “when they saw Him they worshiped Him, but some doubted.” 
The worship part makes sense. They’re standing with the risen Son of God! They 

http://www.rlcary.org/about-us/pastors-page/


 

can’t possibly have any doubt that He is God in the flesh, can they? What could 
they be doubting about Jesus? We could speculate on their doubts, but that’s 
not the point right now. Instead, we should ask ourselves the question, do we 
doubt Jesus? 
 
Like the disciples, we might not doubt who Jesus is, but doubt can still creep 
into our relationship with Jesus. We can doubt His power to create faith in 
those that we love. We can doubt His ability to bring peace to our nation and 
world. We can doubt His ability to forgive us or others. We can doubt our ability 

to do the Great Commission. We can doubt our ability to forgive others. We can 
doubt the work of Jesus in our lives and in His world. Doubt is a real part of 
discipleship and it’s healthy for our relationship with the Jesus we worship to be 
honest about our doubts. 
 
When we are honest about our doubts, we see that Matthew’s Gospel starts 
and ends in the same way. Jesus began His ministry speaking to doubting 
worshipers when He said, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 4:3). Jesus’ Kingdom Gifts are for those that 

struggle, and yearn, to see God’s kingdom at work in the world. As theologian 
Frederick Bruner says, “disciples live their lives between worship and doubt… 
Christians are both believers and doubters, adorning and worshiping, trusting 
and questioning.” This is the struggle of living in a sinful world, being sinner and 
Saint at the same time. But our doubt doesn’t take away from God’s work for us. 
We are still baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We are still 

people of God’s promise to us, not our promise to God, and that is the 
Good News. To quote Mr. Bruner again, “The good news of the Great 
Commission is that Jesus addresses and uses exactly such worshiping-doubting 
disciples” and His promise is still true, “Behold, I am with you always, to the end 

of the age.” Doubts and all, Jesus is still with you. 
 
Your worshiping-doubting brother in Christ, 
Pastor Zach Sarrault 
  



Prayers of the Church 
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Sign Up for Altar Flowers! 

 

 

 
RSVP to Marcia Shaw through RCB or the church office 

 (919-851-7248, office@rlcary.org). 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DABAE2EABFF2-altar#/
mailto:office@rlcary.org


 
Join the Stewardship of Life & Health and the Youth Ministry in supporting 

Avery Alladin and the American Heart Association. We are hosting a Hands-
Only Adult CPR training in support of the mission to increase survival from 
cardiac arrest. 
 
We invite our church family and community to join us to learn the lifesaving 
skills of Hands-Only Adult CPR. It takes just one hour to learn the skills to save a 
life. 



 

Register: forms.gle/yxi5ABQaghLeb4Kg6 
  

 

 

Vacation Bible School 
Volunteers 

 

 
 

Register for VBS (Participants and Volunteers): bit.ly/3NapWKZ 
 

Questions? Contact Erika Hulse, Children and Family Ministry 
Director, at erika.hulse@rlcary.org or 919-851-7248, ext. 62. 

  

 

https://forms.gle/yxi5ABQaghLeb4Kg6
http://bit.ly/3NapWKZ
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The Next Coffeehouse 
for Special Needs Adults 

Friday, June 12 
 

We thank all our volunteers who help us to have wonderful Coffeehouses! We 
couldn't do it without our faithful volunteers. Please come be a volunteer! Our 
special needs guests love to come to attend these events, and we need lots of 
volunteers to make them feel special and loved. We thank God for this ministry 
among us! 
 
We need Setter Uppers at 5:30 pm (both food and room), Serving folks at 6:30 
pm, and Cleaner Uppers at 8:30 pm. 
  

Sign Up: bit.ly/3VAtWW0 
 
The next Coffeehouse is Friday, June 12 from 7:00-8:30 pm in the Family Life 
Center. Ricky Tew will be playing for us. 
  

http://bit.ly/3VAtWW0


 

 
 
Questions? Contact Brenda Peterson through RCB or the church office (919-
851-7248, office@rlcary.org). 
  

 

 

Prayer Cards  

 
Visual Faith® Ministry has provided prayer cards by the prayer sheets in the 

Narthex and the Family Life Center. We invite you to take a few cards home 
and add prayer notes for your family and friends for whom you are praying. 
 
As you pray for those concerns, color the card, and then send it to the person 
with a note that says, “You’ve been in my prayers this week.” 
 

If you have questions, please contact Jamee Thieme through RCB. 
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Children and Family Ministry 

 

 
  

Register for VBS (Participants and Volunteers): bit.ly/3NapWKZ 
  

Questions? Contact Erika Hulse, Children and Family Ministry 
Director, at erika.hulse@rlcary.org or 919-851-7248, ext. 62. 

  

 

Youth Ministry 

Middle School and High School 
 
Sunday, May 31: 
High School Youth Group, 6:30-8:00 pm 

  

http://bit.ly/3NapWKZ
mailto:erika.hulse@rlcary.org


 
  

 



 

 
Please email Jenny to confirm you will be in worship and what service you will 
be attending, so you can be recognized. If we are not expecting you, you may be 
missed. 
 
All events, unless noted, held in The Warehouse, Room 253, Family Life Center. 
  

Questions? Contact Jenny Piontek, Youth Director, 
at jenny.piontek@rlcary.org or 919-851-7248, ext. 24. 

  

 

Resurrection Lutheran Preschool 
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Resurrection Lutheran School 
  

 
rlscary.org   |   919-851-7271   |   contact@rlscary.org 

  

Latest Lion's Tale 

 

 

http://www.rlpcary.org/
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For online services, connect through our YouTube channel at 
youtube.com/@ResurrectionLutheranCary 

or through our website at 
rlcary.org/about-us/online-worship. 

  

 

RLC Worship Servants and Training 

 
There is always a need for more volunteers to assist in all of our worship 
services. Please consider being a greeter or usher, a worship assistant or lay 
reader, a slide tech or live stream team member. Feel free to reach out directly 
to the following for more information: 

• Saturday, 6:00 pm - Lori Jannings 
• Sunday, 8:00 am - Brenda Peterson 
• Sunday, 9:30 am - Dara Linn 

• Sunday, 11:00 am - Lynne Hoffman 

You may also contact the church office at 919-851-7248 
or office@rlcary.org for assistance. 
  

 

https://www.youtube.com/@ResurrectionLutheranCary
http://www.rlcary.org/about-us/online-worship/
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This Week's Visual Faith Sheet  

 

 

Weekly Attendance 

 
In-Person Worship Attendance: 
 

Saturday, May 23 
6:00 pm - 57 

 
Sunday, May 24 
8:00 am - 89 
9:30 am - 183 
11:00 am - 87 
 
Total In-Person Worship: 416 

 
Views of Online Worship at RLC’s YouTube Channel: 
 
Sunday, May 24 
8:00 am - 109 
11:00 am - 42 
 
Total Online Views: 151 

 
Financial Update - Fiscal 2024/25 

 
April 2026 
 
Budgeted Giving to Date: $1,284,400 
Actual Giving to Date: $1,308,074 
Current Over/(Under) Giving: $23,674 
 

https://account-media.s3.amazonaws.com/19512/uploaded/v/0e21114138_1779394374_visual-faith260531.pdf


 

Budgeted Expenses to Date: $1,266,666.67 
Actual Expenses to Date: $1,196,641.00 
Current Under/(Over) Spend: $70,025.67 
 
Questions? Contact finance@rlcary.org. 
  

 

Church Calendar  
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