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Redeemer       Reflection 
 

TRESPASSES  

by Peggy Bennitt 
 

In the Fifth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer, 
we pray, “Forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against 
us,” but are we just spouting 
memorized words? Or do we mean what 
we say? Maybe we need to ask 
ourselves that good old Lutheran 
question, “What does this mean?” 
 

Trespass, according to 
https://www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/ is: wrongful 
conduct causing harm to another, as: 

1. a willful act or active negligence as 
distinguished from a mere omission 
of a duty that causes an injury to or 
invasion of the person, rights, or 
especially property of another 

2. the common-law form of action for 
redress of injuries directly caused by  
such a wrongful act.  
 

    Whew! I translate that to loosely 
mean “sin” in all of its various forms. 
Any wrong-doing basically affects 
someone else, right? We don’t have the 
right to cause harm or trouble to 
anyone in any way, shape, or form. 
Sounds pretty straightforward. 
    We pray, in the Lord’s Prayer, that 
the Lord will “forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass  
against us.” So, not only are we NOT to 
trespass against anyone, but if we DO 

TRESPASS, we ask God to forgive us—in 
the same way we forgive others. This is 
a big deal to me. If I expect God to be 
merciful and forgiving to me for my 
sins, He, in that same way, expects me 
to mercifully forgive others.  
    Now, flip that. If I DON’T forgive 
those who sin against me, then I’ve told 
God He DOESN’T have to forgive me 
either! Yikes! Is that really what I want? 
Am I really okay with God’s forgiveness 
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being as feeble as the way I forgive? We 
need to be careful what we pray for, 
and be aware so our hearts are truly 
filled with genuine forgiveness. Weigh 
the words you speak to God carefully 
because He takes your prayers very 
seriously… and He always answers. 
 

Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the 
altar, and there rememberest that thy 
brother hath ought against thee; leave 
there thy gift before the altar, and go 
thy way; first be reconciled to thy 
brother, and then come and  

offer thy gift. 
 

Matthew 5:23-24 (KJV) 
 

    

THE WORD WORKS: 
BUILDING AN ETHIC OF 

 BIBLE READING 
 

Mark your calendars for this year’s 
Theological Conference on Saturday, 
February 4, at Our Savior Lutheran 
Church in Lansing, Michigan. 
 

    Jesus rebuked the Sadducees saying, 
“You are wrong, because you know 
neither the Scriptures nor the power of 
God” (Matthew 22:29). The power of 
God is in His Word: The Word Works. 

    Come join us for a day of instruction, 
conversation, and reflection that will 
enable both you and your congregation 
to build an ethic of Bible reading. 

• What does it take to develop a 
habit of daily Bible reading? 

• How long would it take to read 
the whole Bible in a year? Is that a 
good idea? 

• What is the point of reading the 
Old Testament when there is a 
New Testament? 

• What tools and options are there? 
• What difference does thorough 

Bible reading make in our lives 
and our witness? 

    Friends, God works through His 
Word—Jesus, the Word made flesh, and 
the Word, the Bible, given for us to 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest. 
Can I capture your imagination? What 
kind of People of Hope would we be if 
together we gave ourselves over to 
reading through the entire Bible in 
2023? 
“Let’s spend a day together and think 
about it!” – President Dave Davis 

 

    Registration is $25.00 general 
admission, and $15.00 for students. 
Livestream is available, but you must 
register to receive the link. For more 
information, 
visit michigandistrict.org/theological23. 
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IT’S A LIFESTYLE! 

WITNESSING CONFERENCE 

On Saturday, January 14, Redeemer 
partnered with Trinity to bring some 
easy-to-do witnessing tips to the 
attention of all who attended. To my 
surprise, I discovered that many of us 
already practice some of these “tips” as 
part of our lifestyles! Who knew? This 
Witnessing Conference, however, 
showed us some simple steps to keep 
these skills honed and intentionally 
sharpened for daily use.  

    Greg Finke’s book, Joining Jesus On 
His Mission, was the springboard for 
this witnessing workshop. Susan Franck 
encouraged discussions and hosted the 
video portions of the conference, which 
featured Finke and his wife Susan, who 
do an exceptional job of making the 

process fun and informational. When 
this workshop is offered again, I highly 
recommend it to all as an 

encouragement in our faith walk, and 
as a reminder that Jesus has already 
gone before us and prepared the way. 
We just have to join Him there and be 
active in our faith as we do our daily 
living.  
    My Dad used to say, “Practice your 
faith; use words if you have to.” I always 
thought that was funny coming from a 
man who loved to talk, but as I got 
older, I realized how right he was. Our 
actions often tell our faith story much 
clearer than our words. 

    Over twenty people attended, 
including professional church workers 
and lay people. Thank you to everyone 
who attended and to the many involved 
in the preparation for and execution of 
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presenting this wonderful opportunity 
to join Jesus on His mission here in this 
place, our neighborhoods, and beyond.  

 

 

WORSHIP ARTS DAY 

WHEN: Friday, February 3 at 4:30 p.m. 
until Saturday, February 4 at 4:30 p.m.  
WHERE: Concordia University Ann Arbor 
4090 Geddes Rd. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105 
 
 

One of the greatest ways to impact our 
church is promoting the engagement of 
youth in worship. As we all know, music 
is a special means of connecting 
people with Jesus. Please consider 
helping by seeking out those in your 
community that might be interested in 
attending. The registration link is 
below.   

 

WORSHIP ARTS DAY Registration Link 
 
Dr. John Boonenberg will lead an 
immersive experience giving interested 
high school students the opportunity to 
learn and apply skills in contemporary 
worship on their instrument and/or as 
vocalists. Breakout sessions will include 
specific instruction on voice, guitar, 

keyboard, and percussion, as well as 
songwriting and creative use of hymns. 

Devotional time will include a “worship-
in-the-round” experience for the 
participants, and a final worship service 
for friends and family, where the 
students will showcase what they have 
learned alongside CUAA Worship Arts 
students.  
    High school seniors attending 
Worship Arts Day in February who are 
also interested in auditioning for CUAA 
music scholarships will have the 
opportunity to audition while on 
campus for this event. 

    Space is LIMITED for this event, and 
registrations will be taken first-come, 
first-served. Meals, overnight lodging, 
and a t-shirt are provided. 
    Check-in will begin at 4:30 p.m. on 
Friday, February 3 in the Kreft Center 
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on the campus of CUAA. The final 
worship service will conclude by 4 p.m. 
on Saturday, February 4 in the Chapel 
of the Holy Trinity. 
 

 

TOPIC FOR MARCH 

The writing prompt for March is PAIN. 

The Redeemer Reflection newsletter’s 

purpose is to encourage and rejoice 

with one other in personal victories and 

faith milestones in our lives, as well as 

to share where God is leading us as the 

church and what He expects of us, now 

and in the future. The Reflection 

highlights ways in which we are 

interacting with our local community 

and within the church itself. We want to 

reflect Jesus in our personal lives, as 

well as to and in the world around us.  

    In March our topical focus will be on 

Pain: how we deal with pain 

emotionally and physically, helping 

others in their pain, and what God says 

about pain are just a few areas to 

explore. Sharing your painful 

experience of some kind and how God 

helped you handle it might help 

someone else currently dealing with 

pain. Please feel free to share it with 

others who may be hurting too.    

    Send comments, information/photos, 

and articles to bennitt49@yahoo.com, 

to be included in the following month’s 

newsletter. All submissions are 

appreciated and prayerfully considered.  

 

    

FEBRUARY FEBRUARY FEBRUARY FEBRUARY 

ANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIESANNIVERSARIES        

 Brian & Deb Fall     2/12/1977 
 Brian & Janie Boyle    2/14/1990 
 Jack & Stefanie Bohm    2/21/2014 
 Jerry & Marilyn Rockwell  2/27/1960 
_______________________________________ 

 

 

FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYSFEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYSFEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYSFEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS    

    

   David Lathrop   02/06  
   Arynn Holmes   02/07 
   Cheryl Mack   02/08 
   Mikayla Richardson  02/08 
    Sue DeSimpelare  02/08 
   Lilia Bahr    02/10 
   Karen Balcom   02/13 
   Amanda Kapp   02/17 
   Bethany Richardson  02/18 
   Judith McCaslin   02/19 
   Brian Fall    02/20 
   Avery Holdorf   02/20 
   Mark Kuntz    02/20 
   Linda Tschabrun  02/20 
   Sandy Croyle    02/24 
   Emily Byrd    02/26 
   Barb Knueppel   02/29 
_______________________________________ 
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☺☺☺☺    Thursday, February 2—Chancel 

Meeting in the Sanctuary at 9:00 a.m. 

☺☺☺☺    WORSHIP ARTS DAY, Friday, 

February 3 at 4:30 p.m. until Saturday, 
February 4 at 4:30 p.m. at CUAA 
campus. More information in article of 
the same name in this issue of the 
Reflection. 

☺☺☺☺    Theological Conference— 

Saturday, February 4, at Our Savior 
Lutheran Church, Lansing, Michigan. 
Registration is $25.00 general 
admission, and $15.00 for students. 
Livestream is available.  

☺☺☺☺    Ongoing Thursday Coffee with 

Pastor Bible Study at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Library. The book of Revelation is the 
focus for this study for the next several 
months. For those of you who can’t 
make the Thursday class, it will also be 
offered on Sunday mornings and 
online. 

☺☺☺☺    Ongoing: Sunday mornings at 

9:30 a.m.—Adult Bible Studies and 
Children and Youth Sunday School 
Two adult classes offered: Revelation in 
the lower level Connection Room, and 
Colossians in the upper level Library. 

☺☺☺☺    Wednesdays, Grow & Go—

Beginning January 18: Continuing 

January 25, February 1, and 8, from 

5:30-7:30 p.m. in the Redeemer Activity 

Center (RAC—Gym). Faith tools for 

families. 

☺☺☺☺    Thursday, February 16—
LWML/Women’s Ministry Meeting at 
10:00 a.m. in the lower level 
Connection Room. 

☺☺☺☺    Saturday, February 25: Mobile 

Food Pantry at Trinity from 10:00–
11:30 a.m. Redeemer partners with 
Trinity downtown in this outreach to 
serve the community. We need 
volunteers and ask them to be there 
and available from 9:00 a.m. until 
noon.       

    

““““What you do in your What you do in your What you do in your What you do in your 

house is worth as much as house is worth as much as house is worth as much as house is worth as much as 

if you did it up in heaven if you did it up in heaven if you did it up in heaven if you did it up in heaven 

for our Lord God. for our Lord God. for our Lord God. for our Lord God.     

We should accustom We should accustom We should accustom We should accustom 

ourseourseourseoursellllves to ves to ves to ves to think think think think of our of our of our of our 

positpositpositposition and work as ion and work as ion and work as ion and work as 

sacred and wellsacred and wellsacred and wellsacred and well----pleasing pleasing pleasing pleasing 

to God, not on account of to God, not on account of to God, not on account of to God, not on account of 

the position and work, but the position and work, but the position and work, but the position and work, but 

on account of the word on account of the word on account of the word on account of the word 

and faith from which the and faith from which the and faith from which the and faith from which the 

obedience and work flow.” obedience and work flow.” obedience and work flow.” obedience and work flow.”         

Martin Martin Martin Martin LutherLutherLutherLuther 
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CHRISTIAN CARE MINISTRY 
DID YOU KNOW? 

by Nyla Arvy 

 

“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be 
steadfast, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord you labor not 

in vain.”   
I Corinthians 15:58 

 
DID YOU KNOW? 
    The Meal-a-Month ministry for our 
shut-ins has been a fulfilling way to 
build friendships and bring cheer to our 
members. 
There’s a 
signup 
sheet in the 
narthex 
each 
calendar 
quarter for 
your 
opportunity 
to provide 
and deliver 
a meal to 
these 
folks—check 
it out! 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
    Peggy Bennitt is overseeing the Care 
and Concern Card Ministry that 
provides an opportunity to select a card 
for any of our members and mail a 
greeting to let them know you are 
thinking about them. There’s a small 
table in the narthex holding a card file 
with an assortment of cards for you to 
choose from—check them out! 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
    Anyone can visit our shut-ins. There 
are some individuals that volunteer 

their time on a regular basis to bring 
cheer and comfort—perhaps an option 
for our youth group to consider—to 
share their love. Our current shut-ins 
are: Wanda Williams, Evelyne Jones, 
Cecil Lamphear, and Mardi Bartlett.  
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
    Sue Simonsen organizes and shops 
for funeral lunches, as well as phoning 
volunteer callers who contact members 
to provide salads and desserts to 
supplement the meals. Servers and 
table prep/decorating volunteers are 
needed, and men are especially needed 
to set up the tables and chairs ahead of 
time for the luncheons. Please consider 
staying after meals or gatherings to 
help clean up and/or take down tables. 
Volunteers are welcome for any of 
these serving opportunities at any time. 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
    Claudina Kestner and team are 
responsible for the Easter and 
Thanksgiving food box collections for 
our members in need of assistance. 
 
DID YOU KNOW? 
    The Martin family, Katrina Holdorf 
and girls, and Maria Boyle did home 
visits and sang Christmas carols to 
Pastor and Trudy Gatz, George and 
Wanda Williams, Carol Faris, and Jan 
Bastien. 
 

Please join me in thanking all of these, 
and other unnamed members, who give 
of their time and talents for the benefit 
of those in need.  THANK YOU! 
 

CHRISTIAN CARE MINISTRY continues to 
serve our Redeemer family in many 
ways. To achieve purpose in our 
Christian journey of serving in the 
church, we have ongoing opportunities 
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for such experiences in the following 
areas: 

� Overseeing and organizing 

funeral lunches 

� Overseeing and organizing 

potlucks 

� Coordinating general use and 

surface cleaning of the kitchen  

� Organizing meals for those 

convalescing at home 

� Meal-a-Month Program 

� Christmas Caroling 

� Shut-in visitors 

 

 

TAKING A TRIP  
 by Craig Britton, Director of Ministries 

  
Planning. Setting aside a bit of time 
with no requirements. A hopefulness 
for sunshine, refreshment, and perhaps 
even conversation with relatives and 
friends. All these are elements of a 
wonderful “time-out.” Oops. Wait. What? 
That’s not the type of trip we’re 
referring to. Alright. Let’s see if I can 
get on track with the editor’s demands.  
    Trip and fall. Ah, yes, that’s more 
like it. In our 
daily lives, you 
and I take trips 
of all sorts. 
Were you aware 
of it? I think 
when you find 
where I’m 
headed, you’ll 
say, “Of 
course.”  
    As followers of Jesus, we often pray 
as He taught us, “Forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.” Familiar territory. 

From the center of the Lord’s Prayer, 
you and I are given the gift of asking 
God for forgiveness. Forgiveness for 
our trespasses, for our trips and falls. 
That’s how I would like to characterize 
the word trespass for us. The Greek 
word underlying our English word 
trespass refers to “a deviation from 
what is upright, from truth.” And if you 
and I are not upright, then we have 
most certainly fallen. In the actual body 
of the prayer, the word used has a bit 
of a different flavor as it pertains to 
holding a debt that must be repaid. It’s 
in the tag in Matthew 6:14-15, where 
we find the word “trespasses.” What is 
the difference?   
    I think it wise for us to remember 
that we are always “off-center.” We are 
always falling. Yes, our debts before 

God are massive. We do not have the 
capacity to even begin to repay our 
debts to our good Father. But we also 
call Him Father precisely because our 
older Brother has taken up our utter 
incapacity to pay what we never could.  
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    So, when Jesus continues to instruct 
us and uses the word “trespasses” in 
the coda of the prayer, if you will, we 
are being instructed to remember the 
ground for our forgiving others. God 
has taken our debt to His own account. 

How small in comparison are the 
missteps and faltering of those who 
press in and “fall” against us. I have 
only to look upon the payment for my 
debts again and again. You and I have 
been cleared before the Judge of all the 
earth. So, whatever another “tripper” 
has done to offend me, anger me, or 
invade my space, it is infinitely less 
than what I once owed God. Once owed. 
Just consider that.  
    I am forgiven my debt for falling. 
Infinite debt forgiven by an infinitely 
loving Father. I most certainly can 
forgive another “faller,” another 
“tripper” who, by comparison, hasn’t 
done much more than falling off-center. 
Like I do. Over and over. “Forgive as the 
Lord has forgiven you,” says the 
apostle, Paul. Then you and the one you 
forgive will be able to stand upright 
before the Father at the end of your…  
well, your trip.  ~ Happy travels. 
 

 

*GROW & GO 

The first series in our new GROW & GO 

portion of family ministry began 

Wednesday, January 18 at 5:30 p.m. in 

the RAC (gym), with food and 

fellowship. It was wonderful to visit 

with so many of our faith family 

members, and share everyday life and a 

meal with them. Over thirty-five people 

attended. 

    After the meal, Meredith 

VanDerWeide shared her own personal 

faith walk story—from the cradle to the 

present time—highlighting her spiritual 

education and family dynamic. Most 

recently, her faith experiences outside 
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the protection of spiritual boundaries 

has allowed her the unique adventure 

of walking with another who has no 

Christian worldview per se.  

    How encouraging it is to realize that 

the next generation has faith-hearted 

people, focused on sharing Jesus with 

others as easily as some of us breathe. 

What a privilege to know that our faith 

future is in good hands. 

    A hands-on activity later reinforced 

the idea of the importance of God’s 

Word, faith, and family as we do life 

together on a daily basis. 

    Please join with your Redeemer 

family for the next three weeks on 

Wednesday evenings (January 25, 

February 1, and 8), to refresh your faith 

with stories of how our faith-journeys 

can and do influence and encourage 

others in their own walks.    

 

*Grow & Go more in the future with 

other themes and areas of focus still to 

come. 



February 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

 

  1 

Grow & Go—5:30 p.m. 

2 

Chancel—9:00 a.m 
 

Coffee with Pastor 

Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
 

Craig’s Bible Class Lloyd 

Ganton-S.A.—2:00 p.m.  

3 4 

5 

Divine Service— 

8:00 a.m. 

Bible Classes— 9:30-

10:15 a.m. 

Contemporary  

Service—10:30 a.m. 

6 

Craig’s Bible Study 

Countryside—1:30 p.m.  
 

Praise Team—7:00 p.m. 

7 

Hour of Prayer— 

7:15 a.m. 
 

Choir—6:30 p.m. 
 

Handbells—7:30 p.m. 

8 

Quilters—9:30 a.m. 
 

Grow & Go—5:30 p.m. 

9 

Coffee with Pastor 

Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
 

Craig’s Bible Study 

Lloyd Ganton-S. A.— 

2:00 p.m.  

10 11 

12 

Divine Service-C   

8:00 a.m. 

Bible Classes— 9:30- 

10:15 a.m. 

Contemporary Service-C  

10:30 a.m. 

13 

Craig’s Bible Study 

Countryside—1:30 p.m.  
 

Praise Team—7:00 p.m. 

14 

Hour of Prayer— 

7:15 a.m. 

Choir—6:30 p.m. 

Handbells—7:30 p.m. 

15 

 

Reflection 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

16 

Coffee with Pastor Bible 

Study—10:00 a.m. 

LWML-Women of  

Redeemer—10:00 a.m. 

Craig’s Bible Study 

Lloyd Ganton-S. A.— 

2:00 p.m.  

17 18 

19 

Divine Service— 

8:00 a.m. 

Bible Classes— 9:30-

10:15 a.m. 

Contemporary  

Service—10:30 a.m. 

20 

Craig’s Bible Study 

Countryside—1:30 p.m.  
 

Praise Team—7:00 p.m. 

21 

Hour of Prayer— 

7:15 a.m. 
 

Choir—6:30 p.m. 
 

Handbells—7:30 p.m. 

22 

Quilters—9:30 a.m. 

 

 
 

 

 

Worship Service  

6:30 p.m. 

23 

Coffee with Pastor 

Bible Study—10:00 a.m. 
 

Craig’s Bible Study 

Lloyd Ganton—S. A. 

2:00 p.m.  

24 25 

Mobile Food Pantry 

@ Trinity— 

10:00-11:30 a.m. 

 

Need Volunteers 

from 9 ‘til Noon 

26 

Divine Service-C   

8:00 a.m. 

Bible Classes— 9:30- 

10:15 a.m. 

Contemporary Service-C  

10:30 a.m. 

27 

Craig’s Bible Study 

Countryside—1:30 p.m.  
 

Praise Team—7:00 p.m. 

28 

Hour of Prayer— 

7:15 a.m. 
 

Choir—6:30 p.m. 
 

Handbells—7:30 p.m. 

    

2 0 2 3 

C—Denotes Communion Service 


