
Brenda Parnell’s question: From answers above it appears that the United Methodist Church is not in 
present danger of getting away from the Book of Discipline. What happens if we vote to stay with UMC 
and then everything changes? Will we be too late then? 

  No. The Al/WF Conference trustees have extended the grace period related to paragraph 2553 until 
after General Conference 2024. Paragraph 2553 was approved at the 2019 General Conference allowing 
churches to disaffiliate for reasons related to human sexuality and retain their property,  

 

Guy Higgins’ question: What is the projected timeline for completion of this process and who sets it? 
What are the metrics for measuring progress in a timely manner? 

 A date for completion of the discernment process that began in November 2022 has not been specifically 
set. At the outset, it was estimated that the process would take 6 – 12 months. Reports of progress will 
be made to the Board of Stewards as it meets in the winter and spring of 2023. 

 

Keith Hofmann’s question:  How will the team determine the wishes of the members as to remaining in 
the UMC or going elsewhere prior to making your report to the Trustees? Our Pastors conducted a 
series of small group meetings in members’ homes a couple years ago, and Pastor Darren did a series of 
Wednesday night sessions as well. Will that information be used, will new group meetings be held, 
and/or will a vote take place prior to the report to the Trustees? 2. I appreciate your consulting with our 
Pastors, but will  you also be soliciting information from groups such as the Wesleyan Covenant 
Association? If so, when, and if not, why? The Q & A’s in your recent report were technically correct, but 
I believe in a couple of cases would have benefited from a fuller explanation and additional context. 
There are usually two sides to most issues and my concern is that you consider all of them and not be 
limited to just one. Thank you for your consideration and for undertaking this important task. 

The BOS has directed the discernment team: 

1. To gather, pray, inquire, listen, and evaluate the relevant aspects of this discussion for Fairhope 
UMC. 

2. To support the concerns of the congregation as we work to identify the critical questions that will 
need to be addressed in order to faithfully pursue God’s will here at Fairhope UMC. 

3. To help serve as witnesses and educators to the congregation at large, seeking to provide 
prudent and accurate information in a timely fashion. 

4. To seek a deeper understanding of how the issues at hand are relevant to the theology, worship, 
outreach, and fellowship of our local congregation. 

5. To present to the Board of Stewards, after a period of due diligence and discovery, information 
and alternatives for the church’s consideration of our next steps in the identity of mission and 
ministry for this congregation.  

One portion of the team’s work is to gather and review information from reliable sources (including but 
not limited) to the Alabama/West Florida UMC Conference and the UMC at large.  We seek to give 
factual information and answers to questions posed by our church members about the UMC, Wesleyan 
Covenant Association, Global Methodist Church, and others. Several FUMC leaders attended a meeting in 



early October that was sponsored by the Global Methodist Church and held at Christ Wesleyan Church.  
Later in October, Celebrate UMC sponsored a meeting presented by leaders from the Alabama/West 
Florida Conference.  A dozen leaders from FUMC attended that meeting by zoom.  We will give progress 
reports to the Board of Stewards as it meets in winter and spring of 2023, but we have not been charged 
with determining the wishes of our members.  

Information sessions will be held and surveys conducted in the New Year.  How might we structure them 
in a way that would be most beneficial to this discernment process? Thank you for your consideration 
and any input you would like to give. We will be glad to pass your ideas on to the rest of our discernment 
team. 

 

Ran Nisbett’s question: First, thank you for your commitment by prayer, presence, service and gifts to 
Fairhope UMC over the years and decades. Questions: 1. How will the Discernment Team determine the 
concerns of the Congregation?  2. Is there a small-group prayer team of congregants walking alongside 
you in this process so that we are all in communion? If so, how can we participate in that?  3. 
Alternatively, is there a schedule of meeting dates that can be shared so that we can life each of you in 
our prayers that the Holy Spirit will light your path at each milestone?  Thank you and may the Triune 
God carry you through this joyous Advent season and throughout your discernment pilgrimage in the 
New Year. Grace, Peace and glad tidings, Ran. 

We are determining the concerns of our congregation in a number of ways.  Questions are submitted and 
concerns are shared with our pastors, with individual members of the Discernment Team and with the 
Discernment Team as a whole. Information sessions will be held and surveys conducted in the New Year. 
We do not currently have a small-group prayer team, but would welcome one to walk alongside us as we 
seek God’s direction for our church. And yes, we can share meeting dates and are more than grateful for 
your commitment to undergird this team in prayer.  

 

 


