SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

SEPTEMBER 28TH, 2025 |8:30AM & 11:00AM
¥please stand as you are able

PRELUDE Allegro WALTHER
WELCOME & MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS
CHIMING OF THE TRINITY

CALL TO WORSHIP PsaLm 92
[t is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to your name, O Most High;

To declare your steadfast love in the morning, and your faithfulness by night.

For you, O Lord, have made us glad by your work; at the works of your hands we
sing for joy.

The righteous flourish like the palm tree and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

They still bear fruit in old age; they are ever full of sap and green. To declare that the Lord
is upright;

He is our rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him!

¥ HYMN Be Thou My Vision UMH 451
% APOSTLES” CREED UMH 881
" GLORIA PATRI

OFFERTORY This Is My Father's World ARR. HELGENBERG
¥ DOXOLOGY

(11:00)LIGHTHOUSE This Is the Day BERG

CHILDREN’S CHOIR

11:00- Children 5 years old through 6th (grade can meet at the side door for Children’s Church. They
are to be picked up immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education
Building. Nursery is available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building.

HYMN Guide Me O Thou Great UMH 127
Jehovah



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Gracious God, open our eyes to see your truth and our hearts to receive your wisdom. By
your Spirit, strengthen us through the reading of your Word, that we may live with
courage and faith. Amen.

" SCRIPTURE Deuteronomy 34:1-10
SERMON Grow Until You're Planted
CONFESSION AND PARDON

God of life and promise, you call us to live with eyes wide open and hearts burning with
love for you. Yet too often we grow weary, lose sight of your future, and bury our gifts
instead of letting them bloom. Forgive us when we settle for comfort instead of courage
and when we forget that your Spirit never grows weak or tired. Renew our vision, restore
our strength, and plant us once more in your living hope.

Friends, hear the good news: The Lord who sustained Moses to the very end is the same
Lord who sustains us today. In Jesus Christ, our eyes are opened, our strength is renewed,
and our future is secure.

Thanks be to God!

% PASSING OF THE PEACE
GREAT THANKSGIVING UMH 13
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S PRAYER
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP

HYMN Lift High the Cross UMH 159
M BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Rondeau CHAMBONNIERES

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY

COMMUNION SERVERS: PREACHER: USHER:
8:30 (8:30) Rev. Michael Precht Head Usher, Mark Woodrow
Mary & Walter Corbitt (11:00) Dr. Kristen Curtis Wright (11:00) Chuck Cornwall
Cathi & Kevin Parish
11:00 LITURGIST Music
Chuck Cornwall, Gene Lammers Chancel Choir
Cheri & Jerry Forte Director, Tom Hood
STEPHEN MINISTERS: GREETER: Accompanist, John Richardson
(8:30) Wanda Winfree (11:00) Meri Catherine Brasfield Violinist, Laura Morris
(11:00) Shirley Ryals
MEDIA:
Colin Richardson
Toby Monckton

The flowers are given by Cheri & Jerry Forte to the Glory of God, in memory of Cheri's mother, Rose
Vredevelt to mark the anniversary of Rose's Birthday.



THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28-
Commitment Sunday

8:30am Traditional Worship
9:45am Commitment Sunday
Fellowship Brunch

11:00am Traditional Worship
11:00am The Gathering Worship
4:00pm Fourth Sunday Youth
Fellowship at McKenzie Farm Market
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

9:15am Walk and Talk with Jesus
10:00am Knit & Crochet

3:00pm Grief Support Group
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
6:45am Youth Breakfast Club
9:30am Twelve Disciples Study
6:00pm Experiencing God Bible Study
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry
10:00am Intercessory Prayer Life
1:30pm Weekly Bible Study

4:15pm Lighthouse Kids Choir
5:00pm Wednesday Night
Supper/Coastal Community College
6:00pm Chancel Choir Practice
6:00pm SALT Student Ministry
6:00pm Pier Kids and Swift Ministry
6:00pm Companions in Christ Bible
Study

6:00pm Deep Dive Drop-in Study
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2
9-11:00am TJ’s Food Ministry
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3

9:30am Reservation Nursery
11:00am-1pm Community Café
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5

8:30am Traditional Worship
9:45am Sunday School for all ages
11:00am Traditional Worship
11:00am The Gathering Worship

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

WEDNESDAY SUPPER MENU ~ OCTOBER 1°7
Mexican Cornbread Taco Bake
Blackbean & Corn Salad, Churros

Kids: Walking Tacos, Fruit, Cookie
Go online or call the church office to make your
reservation 251-928-1148.

Commitment Sunday & Fellowship Brunch | September
28, 9:45am Please join us for a time of fellowship and
brunch to celebrate Commitment Sunday! Use the QR
code on the back of the bulletin to sign up to bring a
breakfast item if you can! Join us in the CLC Fellowship
Hall after 8:30 service or come early before 11:00! We
hope to see everyone there!

Charge Conference | October 14

Our annual Charge Conference will be held on Tuesday,
October 14, at 6:00 p.m. in the CLC Fellowship Hall. This
important meeting, led this year by Rev. Gillian Walters of
Dauphin Way UMC, provides oversight, guidance, and
accountability for the Board of Stewards and our
congregation. All are welcome to attend, and Church
Council/Administrative Board members are especially
encouraged to be present.

Pickleball Fundraiser | October 24

Join us Friday, October 24 at 8:30am for a Pickleball
Fundraiser benefiting the Community Café! $30 per player
with Men’s, Women’s, and Mixed brackets. Lunch and
light snack provided-register by October 21 using the QR
code on back of bulletin.

Walk § Talk With Jesus

Each Monday morning at 9:15am on the track of the CLC
we gather to pray for the needs of our church &
community. In October we will be focusing our prayers on
the health & wellness of our members and community at
large. If you can’t make those Monday mornings, come
anytime when the CLC is open (8:00am-5:00pm M-F)



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

MEDICAL PERSONNEL | FIRST RESPONDERS | MILITARY PERSONNEL
CELEBRATION:
Lane and Jake Ratcliff in the birth of their second child, Ella Jo Ratcliff (9/19/25). Big sister is
Sims Ratciff.

SYMPATHY:
Jenna and Tom Hood in the loss of her grandmother and Oliver, Ava, and Ivy Hood in the loss of
their great-grandmother, JoAnn Parish.
Alice and Graham Baker and family in the loss of her father and Renee Chavers in the loss of her
brother, Jim Shavers.
Denise Lores in the loss of her great niece, Anna Kate.

HOSPITALIZED:
John Ryan Jones, Bill Varner

Monthly Finance Report: Giving in July was 14.5% higher than anticipated, while expenses were
4% higher than anticipated. We finished the month with a $12,000 deficit (which is actually
$16,000 better than a typical July). As of the August 1, our total income is $2800 ahead of our
total expenses, and we are on track to meet 100% of our budget for the year.

[f you would like more information about church membership, contact one
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on October 12th @ 9:45AM in
the Christian Life Center Parlor. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning.

ONE LINK. ALL THE INFO. Want to sign up? Volunteer? Register your kids?
RSVP for an event? Scan the QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources
in one place! Stay in the loop...SCAN NOW!

@FAIRHOPE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“LOVE BOLDLY, CASTING THE LIGHT OF JESUS INTO THE WORLD”
REV. MICHAEL PRECHT, SENIOR PASTOR
DR. KRISTEN CURTIS WRIGHT, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

REV. SHEILA BATES, SOUTHWEST DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
BISHOP L. JONATHAN HOLSTON, ALABAMA-WEST FLORIDA CONFERENCE

155 SOUTH SECTION STREET FAIRHOPE, AL 36532
FAIRHOPEUMC.ORG + 251-928-1148



THE GATHERING

16™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 28, 2025 | 11AM

OPENING SONG Firm Foundation (He Won’t)
WELCOME & CALL TO WORSHIP PsALM 92
SINGING OUR PRAISE

Your Grace is Enough

Great Are You Lord

Same God

Children who are 5 years old through 6" grade can meet at the side door for Children’s Church. They are to be picked up
immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education Building.
Nursery is available for children 4 years and younger in the Education Building.

SCRIPTURE Deuteronomy 34:1-10
SERMON Grow Until You're Planted

CONFESSION AND PARDON

God of life and promise, you call us to live with eyes wide open and hearts burning with love for you.
Yet too often we grow weary, lose sight of your future, and bury our gifts instead of letting them
bloom. Forgive us when we settle for comfort instead of courage, when we depend on one voice
instead of listening to the body, and when we forget that your Spirit never grows weak or tired. Renew
our vision, restore our strength, and plant us once more in your living hope.

Friends, hear the good news: The Lord who sustained Moses to the very end is the same Lord who
sustains us today. In Jesus Christ, our eyes are opened, our strength is renewed, and our future is
secure.

Thanks be to God!

THANKSGIVING

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S PRAYER
SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP

BENEDICTION

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP TODAY Music: Shea White and Praise Band, Youth Praise Band
Preaching: Rev. Michael Precht Media and Sound: Cole Jones, Karl Langley, Jamie
Liturgist: Sidney Carol Barnhardt Waldhour

Communion Servers: Sidney Carol Barnhardt, Stephen Minister: Dr. Ann Pearson

Amanda & Trey Canida, Jennifer Jones Greeters: Rick Fitzhugh, Charles Scearce, Phil Webb



Use this QR Code if you
prefer to complete this
pledge online, or visit
fairhopeumc.org

With this pledge, I/we make the following commitments to Fairhope UMC for 2026:

Name(s)

Address

Email(s)

If two people are making commitments below, initial the boxes to identify who is making each commitment.
PRAYERS

Please add me to the Five-Day Devotion mailing list.

| will send a card to each church or pastor we pray for in 2026.

SERVICE

| am currently serving my fellow church members by

I am looking for a place to serve, please contact me.

I’ll be a test pilot by serving on a Zechariah Team for one Sunday in Lent.




THIS WEEK

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28-
Commitment Sunday

8:30am Traditional Worship
9:45am Commitment Sunday
Fellowship Brunch

11:00am Traditional Worship
11:00am The Gathering Worship
4:00pm Fourth Sunday Youth
Fellowship at McKenzie Farm Market
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

9:15am Walk and Talk with Jesus
10:00am Knit & Crochet

3:00pm Grief Support Group
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
6:45am Youth Breakfast Club
9:30am Twelve Disciples Study
6:00pm Experiencing God Bible Study
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1
9-11:00am T)’s Food Ministry
10:00am Intercessory Prayer Life
1:30pm Weekly Bible Study

4:15pm Lighthouse Kids Choir
5:00pm Wednesday Night
Supper/Coastal Community College
6:00pm Chancel Choir Practice
6:00pm SALT Student Ministry
6:00pm Pier Kids and Swift Ministry
6:00pm Companions in Christ Bible
Study

6:00pm Deep Dive Drop-in Study
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2
9-11:00am T)’s Food Ministry
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3

9:30am Reservation Nursery
11:00am-1pm Community Café
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5

8:30am Traditional Worship
9:45am Sunday School for all ages
11:00am Traditional Worship
11:00am The Gathering Worship

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

WEDNESDAY SUPPER MENU ~ OCTOBER 1°7
Mexican Cornbread Taco Bake
Blackbean & Corn Salad, Churros

Kids: Walking Tacos, Fruit, Cookie
Go online or call the church office to make your
reservation 251-928-1148.

Commitment Sunday & Fellowship Brunch | September
28, 9:45am Please join us for a time of fellowship and
brunch to celebrate Commitment Sunday! Join us in the
CLC Fellowship Hall after 8:30 service or come early
before 11:00; we hope to see everyone there!

Charge Conference | October 14

Our annual Charge Conference will be held on Tuesday,
October 14, at 6:00 p.m. in the CLC Fellowship Hall. This
important meeting, led this year by Rev. Gillian Walters of
Dauphin Way UMC, provides oversight, guidance, and
accountability for the Board of Stewards and our
congregation. All are welcome to attend, and Church
Council/Administrative Board members are especially
encouraged to be present.

Pickleball Fundraiser | October 24

Join us Friday, October 24 at 8:30am for a Pickleball
Fundraiser benefiting the Community Café! $30 per player
with Men’s, Women’s, and Mixed brackets. Lunch and
light snack provided-register by October 21 using the QR
code on back of bulletin.

Walk § Talk With Jesus

Each Monday morning at 9:15am on the track of the CLC
we gather to pray for the needs of our church &
community. In October we will be focusing our prayers on
the health & wellness of our members and community at
large. If you can’t make those Monday mornings, come
anytime when the CLC is open (8:00am-5:00pm M-F)



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

MEDICAL PERSONNEL | FIRST RESPONDERS | MILITARY PERSONNEL
CELEBRATION:
Lane and Jake Ratcliff in the birth of their second child, Ella Jo Ratcliff (9/19/25). Big sister is
Sims Ratciff.

SYMPATHY:
Jenna and Tom Hood in the loss of her grandmother and Oliver, Ava, and Ivy Hood in the loss of
their great-grandmother, JoAnn Parish.
Alice and Graham Baker and family in the loss of her father and Renee Chavers in the loss of her
brother, Jim Shavers.
Denise Lores in the loss of her great niece, Anna Kate.

HOSPITALIZED:
John Ryan Jones, Bill Varner

Monthly Finance Report: Giving in July was 14.5% higher than anticipated, while expenses were
4% higher than anticipated. We finished the month with a $12,000 deficit (which is actually

$16,000 better than a typical July). As of the August 1, our total income is $2800 ahead of our
total expenses, and we are on track to meet 100% of our budget for the year.

[f you would like more information about church membership, contact one
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on October 12th @ 9:45AM in
the Christian Life Center Parlor. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning.

ONE LINK. ALL THE INFO. Want to sign up? Volunteer? Register your kids?
RSVP for an event? Scan the QR code to access all of Fairhope UMC’s resources
in one place! Stay in the loop...SCAN NOW!

FAIRHOPE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

“LOVE BOLDLY, CASTING THE LIGHT OF JESUS INTO THE WORLD”
REV. MICHAEL PRECHT, SENIOR PASTOR
DR. KRISTEN CURTIS WRIGHT, ASSOCIATE PASTOR

REV. SHEILA BATES, SOUTHWEST DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT
BISHOP L. JONATHAN HOLSTON, ALABAMA-WEST FLORIDA CONFERENCE

155 SOUTH SECTION STREET FAIRHOPE, AL 36532
FAIWRHOPEUMC.ORG * 251-928-1148



