Prayers for the People...

Medical personnel and first responders

Military Service Men and Women

Sympathy:

Donna Hughes in the loss of her husband and Niki Hayden and Daniel Hughes in the loss of their
father, Butch Hughes.

Hospitalized this week: Kay Speir, Van Finger, Pat Lee, Doris Iburg

Bible Study on First Corinthians...
This class, facilitated by Dr. Ann Pearson, continues on Mondays at 1:00PM in the Sanctuary. This one
hour lecture class is open to the community so invite your neighbors and friends to hear God’s word.

Challenge 2023: Read the Bible in One Year

Reinforce your reading by participating in a discussion group hosted
by Dr. Ann Pearson on Wednesdays at 1:30PM in Wesley Hall.

Attend Pastor Darren’s Wednesday evening class, which will focus
on the weekly readings, 6:10PM in the CLC Fellowship Hall.

Invitation to Join the Church ~ Present this to the pastor during the last song.
Name(s)
Phone Email

Joining by Transfer of Church Membership

Transferring from:
Joining by Profession of Faith (have not previously been baptized or a member of a church).
Joining by Reaffirmation of Faith (have been baptized but not sure last church where
membership was held).

If you are not yet ready to join but would like more information about church membership, contact one
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on Sunday, April 16th @ 9:45AM, Conference Room,
adjacent to the sanctuary. Enter through the door under the bell tower or by the steps behind the
sanctuary facing the parking lot. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning,.
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Dr. Debora Bishop, District Superintendent
7\ h Bishop David Graves, Alabama-West Florida Conference

W B A Stephen Ministry Church ~ Christ Caring for People Through People



http://www.fairhopeumc.org/

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

‘FAIRHOPE

Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 19, 2023 ~ 8:30AM and 11:00AM

PRELUDE What Wondrous Love Is This (arr. Fedak)

WELCOME AND MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS
Please sign the registration pad and pass it to your neighbor in the pew.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Once you lived in darkness.
Now the light of God has shone upon us.
Find what is pleasing to God and follow God’s ways.
The acts of darkness are left behind as we journey to God’s light.
Thanks be to God who gives us the light.
Open our eyes and our hearts to receive your light of salvation. AMEN.

CALL TO CONFESSION
As children of God’s light, we are called to do what is pleasing to the Lord:
Knowing that we sometimes turn from the light, we bring our confession to God,
so that what is hidden in us becomes visible,
and the shadows of our hearts may be illumined by grace.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Forgiving God, in a world filled with so much pain,
we would rather shut our eyes and be blind than see things as they really are.
Grant us the courage to face the reality of our world,
and give us the strength to bring your light to those who walk in darkness.
Help us see others as you see them, and forgive us when we do not trust you enough
to open our eyes to the possibilities before us.
Heal our self-inflicted blindness, O God, and lead us in the footsteps
of the Light of the World, who reveals your glory in his life, his teachings, and his love.
In his holy name, we pray. Amen.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
Christ came to lead us in paths of righteousness and to guide us through our lives.

The goodness and mercy of God are given to us each and every day.
God forgives us for our failings, upholds us in love,

and leads us to the place that Christ has prepared for us.

Believe in your heart that God loves you and forgives you.

We believe! God help our unbelief!



PRAYER OF THE DAY
Gracious God, who created us in God’s own image,

we are grateful for all that you have done for us,

for all that you are doing in us,

and for all that you will do through us.

Open our eyes to see your presence among us,

moving in powerful ways at all times and in all places.

Open our ears to hear familiar words in new ways —

ways that will change us and challenge us to become the people you created us to be.
Grant us the power and the courage to come out of the darkness

and into the light of Jesus Christ, that we may serve you by serving others.

We love you with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Amen.

HPASSING OF THE PEACE

*HYMN OF PRAISE #451 Be Thou My Vision
HTHE APOSTLES” CREED

GLORIA PATRI

OFFERING Father, Forgive Them (Choplin)
HDOXOLOGY

CHILDREN'’S TIME (11:00)
Children 4 years-2nd grade can meet at the side doors for Children’s Church.
They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education Building.
Nursery is also available for children 4 years and younger in the Education.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Gracious God, illumine our hearts and minds as the Scriptures are read and proclaimed,
so that by the power of your Holy Spirit we may see what is good and right and true.
In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.

PSALTER #754 Psalm 23

HYMN OF PREPARATION #451 Open My Eyes, That I May See

GOSPEL LESSON John 9:13-41

SERMON “One or Two?” Dr. Darren M. McClellan

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S PRAYER

CLOSING HYMN #378 Amazing Grace
SENDING FORTH
POSTLUDE In the Cross of Christ I Glory (arr. Fedak)

% Stand as able

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God
and in honor of the life of JoAnn Brantley Mullins by her children.



VISITING WITH US TODAY?

Assisting in Worship Today:

Senior Pastor, Dr. Darren M. McClellan ~ Liturgist, Katie Turner
Acolytes: (8:30) Anne Frances Bobo, Cate Richardson Acolyte: (11:00) Evan Jones
Music: Tom Hood, John Richardson, Chancel Choir
Media and Sound: Alex Beaman, John McClellan, Wright Tapscott

Stewardship: YTD through February 2023 - $ 417,511
We planned for 17% of the budget through February
We have received 18% of the budget through February
Thank you so much for your continued support to Fairhope United Methodist Church.
Jeff White, Business Administration

Wednesday Nightsy @ Faurhope UMC

Wednesday Night Supper will be held from 5:00 to 6:00 PM ?
¥ NightSupp 14

in the CLC Fellowship Hall. >
RSVP for supper at www.fairhopeumc.org Sup n p K
Drop-In Study for Adults:
6:10PM, CLC Fellowship Hall | facilitated by

Dr. Darren McClellan. Registration not necessary. HE SPARK
Activities for Children, Youth and Adults: FOR BLUE LAKE'S
Children’s Choir ~ 4:15-5PM | Pier Kids & SWIFT~ 6-7:30PM FUTURE
Student Ministry ~ Community Groups ~ 6-7:30PM
Chancel Choir ~ 6-7:30PM Help Blue Lake reach our goal of fundraising
. $450,000! Every doliar donated will be matched
Nursery available for parents who are volunteers up to the first $223,000 thanks to the Alabama-

or attending classes on campus. West Florida Conference!

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SCHEDULE @ FAIRHOPE UMC:

Palm Sunday | April 2 | 8:30 am & 11:00 am (Sanctuary) | 11:00 am The Gathering (CLC)
Children who would like to take part in waving palm branches during any of our worship services should come with a
parent/guardian to the front door of the sanctuary or the entrance to the gym 10 minutes prior to the service to
receive branches and instructions.

Wednesday | April 5 | Glow-in-the-Dark Egg Hunt (3rd-6th grade) | 6:30-8:00 pm | Chambless residence
Sign Up @ linktr.ee/pierkids

Maundy Thursday | April 6 | 6:30PM (Sanctuary)

Good Friday | April 7 | Good Friday Crosswalk @ Fairhope Pier | 6:30 PM | Fairhope Pier

Saturday | April 8 | Easter Jam | 8:30 AM - 10:30 AM | All Ages | Crafts, inflatables, and activities for all ages.
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt (2" grade and younger) | 9:00 am

@ CELEBRATE WITH US! | EASTER SUNDAY | APRIL 9
M/ 8:00 am - 9:30 am - 11:00 am (Sanctuary) ~ 11:00 am The Gathering (CLC)
Nursery available for children 6 months to 4 years of age.
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Prayers for the People...

Medical personnel and first responders

Military Service Men and Women

Sympathy:

Donna Hughes in the loss of her husband and Niki Hayden and Daniel Hughes in the loss of their
father, Butch Hughes.

Hospitalized this week: Kay Speir, Van Finger, Pat Lee, Doris Iburg

Bible Study on First Corinthians...
This class, facilitated by Dr. Ann Pearson, continues on Mondays at 1:00PM in the Sanctuary. This one
hour lecture class is open to the community so invite your neighbors and friends to hear God’s word.

Challenge 2023: Read the Bible in One Year

Reinforce your reading by participating in a discussion group hosted
by Dr. Ann Pearson on Wednesdays at 1:30PM in Wesley Hall.

Attend Pastor Darren’s Wednesday evening class, which will focus
on the weekly readings, 6:10PM in the CLC Fellowship Hall.

Invitation to Join the Church ~ Present this to the pastor during the last song.
Name(s)

Phone Email

Joining by Transfer of Church Membership

Transferring from:

Joining by Profession of Faith (have not previously been baptized or a member of a church).
Joining by Reaffirmation of Faith (have been baptized but not sure last church where
membership was held).
If you are not yet ready to join but would like more information about church membership, contact one
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on Sunday, April 16th @ 9:45AM, Conference Room,
adjacent to the sanctuary. Enter through the door under the bell tower or by the steps behind the
sanctuary facing the parking lot. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning,.
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Dr. Darren M. McClellan, Senior Pastor
Rev. Laura Parker, Associate Pastor Rev. Tom East, Minister of Evangelism
155 South Section Street, Fairhope, AL 36532 ~ 251-928-1148 ~ www.fairhopeumnic.org
Dr. Debora Bishop, District Superintendent
AR Bishop David Graves, Alabama-West Florida Conference

& ¥ A Stephen Ministry Church ~ Christ Caring for People Through People



http://www.fairhopeumc.org/

.FAIRHOPE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Fourth Sunday of Lent
The Gathering: March 19, 2023 ~ 11:00PM

OPENING SONG Changed Shea White, Praise Team
WELCOME~CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY

Please sign the registration pad and pass it to your neighbor.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Once you lived in darkness.
Now the light of God has shone upon us.
Find what is pleasing to God and follow God’s ways.
The acts of darkness are left behind as we journey to God’s light.
Thanks be to God who gives us the light.
Open our eyes and our hearts to receive your light of salvation. AMEN.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Gracious God, who created us in God’s own image,
we are grateful for all that you have done for us,
for all that you are doing in us,
and for all that you will do through us.
Open our eyes to see your presence among us,
moving in powerful ways at all times and in all places.
Open our ears to hear familiar words in new ways —
ways that will change us and challenge us to become the people you created us to be.
Grant us the power and the courage to come out of the darkness
and into the light of Jesus Christ, that we may serve you by serving others.
We love you with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Amen.

SINGING OUR PRAISES Good God Almighty
Graves Into Gardens

Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)

Children 4 years-2nd grade can meet at the side doors for Children’s Church.
They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education Building.
Nursery is also available for children 4 years and younger in the Education.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Gracious God, illumine our hearts and minds as the Scriptures are read and proclaimed,
so that by the power of your Holy Spirit we may see what is good and right and true.
In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.

GOSPEL LESSON John 9:1-41

SERMON “Learning to See” Rev. Laura L. Parker



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE~THE LORD’S PRAYER

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
CALL TO CONFESSION
As children of God'’s light, we are called to do what is pleasing to the Lord:
Knowing that we sometimes turn from the light, we bring our confession to God,
so that what is hidden in us becomes visible,
and the shadows of our hearts may be illumined by grace.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Forgiving God, in a world filled with so much pain,
we would rather shut our eyes and be blind than see things as they really are.
Grant us the courage to face the reality of our world,
and give us the strength to bring your light to those who walk in darkness.
Help us see others as you see them, and forgive us when we do not trust you enough
to open our eyes to the possibilities before us.
Heal our self-inflicted blindness, O God, and lead us in the footsteps
of the Light of the World, who reveals your glory in his life, his teachings,
and his love. In his holy name, we pray. Amen.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
Christ came to lead us in paths of righteousness and to guide us through our lives.
The goodness and mercy of God are given to us each and every day.
God forgives us for our failings, upholds us in love,
and leads us to the place that Christ has prepared for us.
Believe in your heart that God loves you and forgives you.
We believe! God help our unbelief!

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
As you come before God to receive this Holy Meal,

You are invited to bring all of who you are as an offering
to the one who has given all of who he is for us.
***Baskets are available to present your offering
as you come forward to receive the bread and cup.

INVITATION TO PRAYER AND CHURCH MEMBERSHIP
SENDING FORTH

CLOSING SONG

Assisting in Worship Today: Rev. Laura L. Parker
Acolyte: Luke Searcy
Communion Servers: Amanda and Trey Canida,
Anne and Lane Dorman, Alicia and Stephen Searcy
Music: Shea White and Praise Band
Media and Sound: Jamie Waldhour, Alex Beaman, Nellie Myers



VISITING WITH US TODAY?

Stewardship: YTD through February 2023 - $ 417,511

We planned for 17% of the budget through February
We have received 18% of the budget through February
Thank you so much for your continued support to Fairhope United Methodist Church.
Jeff White, Business Administration

Wednesday Nightsy @ Fairhope UMC
Wednesday Night Supper will be held
from 5:00 to 6:00 PM in the CLC Fellowship Hall.
RSVP for supper at www.fairhopeumc.org
Drop-In Study for Adults:

6:10PM, CLC Fellowship Hall | facilitated by
Dr. Darren McClellan. Registration not necessary.

Activities for Children, Youth and Adults: o T |
Children’s Choir ~ 4:15-5PM | Pi’er Kids & SWIFT~ 6-7:30PM Fo R BLU E LAK E S
Student Ministry ~ Community Groups ~ 6-7:30PM
Chancel Choir ~ 6-7:30PM FUTU R E

Nursery available for parents who are volunteers or
attending classes on campus.

Help Blue Lake reach our goal of fundraising
$450,000! Every dollar donated will be matched
up to the first $223,000 thanks to the Alabama-
West Florida Conference!

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SCHEDULE @ FAIRHOPE UMC:

Palm Sunday | April 2 | 8:30 am & 11:00 am (Sanctuary) | 11:00 am The Gathering (CLC)
Children who would like to take part in waving palm branches during any of our worship services should come with a
parent/guardian to the front door of the sanctuary or the entrance to the gym 10 minutes prior to the service to
receive branches and instructions.

Wednesday | April 5 | Glow-in-the-Dark Egg Hunt (3rd-6th grade) | 6:30-8:00 pm | Chambless residence
Sign Up @ linktr.ee/pierkids

Maundy Thursday | April 6 | 6:30PM (Sanctuary)

Good Friday | April 7 | Good Friday Crosswalk @ Fairhope Pier | 6:30 PM | Fairhope Pier

Saturday | April 8
Easter Jam | 8:30 AM - 10:30 AM | All Ages | Crafts, inflatables, and activities for all ages.

Children’s Easter Egg Hunt (2™ grade and younger) | 9:00 am

CELEBRATE WITH US! | EASTER SUNDAY | APRIL 9
8:00 am - 9:30 am - 11:00 am (Sanctuary) ~ 11:00 am The Gathering (CLC)
Nursery available for children 6 months to 4 years of age.
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