
 
 

Prayers for the People… 

Medical personnel and first responders 

Military Service Men and Women 
Hospitalized this week: Rebecca Kramer, Lis Alspach, Doris Iburg 
Sympathies: Ann Jones and family in the loss of her father, Ronald Luther Hayes. 
Kim Burmeister in the loss of her father, Julius D. Wiygul. 
 

 

Stewardship: YTD through January 2023 - $228,978 

We planned for 9% of the budget through January 

We have received 10% of the budget through January 
Thank you so much for your continued support to Fairhope United Methodist Church. 

Jeff White, Business Administration 

 

 

Challenge 2023: Read the Bible in One Year 

 

Reinforce your reading by participating in a discussion group hosted   
by Dr. Ann Pearson on Wednesdays at 1:30PM in Wesley Hall. 
 

Attend Pastor Darren’s Wednesday evening class, which will focus      
on the weekly readings, 6:10PM in the CLC Fellowship Hall.  

 
 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Fairhope United Methodist Church 
Dr. Darren M. McClellan, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Laura Parker, Associate Pastor Rev. Tom East, Minister of Evangelism 
155 South Section Street, Fairhope, AL 36532 ~ 251-928-1148 ~ www.fairhopeumc.org 

 

Dr. Debora Bishop, District Superintendent  
 Bishop David Graves, Alabama-West Florida Conference 

                    

         A Stephen Ministry Church ~ Christ Caring for People Through People 
 
 

 
Invitation to Join the Church ~ Present this to the pastor during the last song. 

 

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone _____________________________________ Email __________________________________________ 
 

      ______  Joining by Transfer of Church Membership 
 

                   Transferring from: _______________________________________________ 
      ______  Joining by Profession of Faith (have not previously been baptized or a member of a church). 
 

      ______  Joining by Reaffirmation of Faith (have been baptized but not sure last church where       
                     membership was held). 
 
 

If you are not yet ready to join but would like more information about church membership, contact one     
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on March 12, 2023 @ 9:45 am, Conference Room, adjacent 
to the sanctuary. Enter through the door under the bell tower or by the steps behind the sanctuary facing 
the parking lot. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning.  
 
 
 

http://www.fairhopeumc.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
First Sunday of Lent 

February 26, 2023 ~ 8:30AM and 11:00AM 
 

PRELUDE                                                Deep River                                                   (arr. Wilbur Held)      

WELCOME AND MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS       

CALL TO WORSHIP    

The season of Lent sets us on a journey.  

The journey begins in the wilderness.  

We follow the way of Jesus, who faced trials, trouble, temptation, and testing.  

Like Jesus, we are not alone. The Holy Spirit is with us. God’s Word is on our lips.  

Our call is to trust in God alone, to do God’s will in all things.  

For God leads us not only into the wilderness, but also through the wilderness. 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

Happy are those whose sin is forgiven, who no longer suffer in silence, 

but name their sin and seek God’s grace. Let us confess our sin. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Lord God, you know the ways of good and evil. 

You know the things that tempt us and the things that give us life. 

You know our nakedness, and you know our sin.  

We confess that we have disobeyed your word, 

denying your providence and care and relying on our own cleverness. 

Have mercy on us, we pray: cover us with your grace, 

feed us with the bread of life, and re-create us in your image; 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS   

Happy are those whose sin is forgiven! Be glad in the Lord and shout for joy: 

in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                             A Lenten Prayer 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God Most High, thank you for signs of your power and grace, shown to us even in the 

wilderness. Give us courage to stand firm in your Word in every time of trial and testing, that 

we may enter the land of your freedom and receive the salvation you so  

generously give; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

 PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 



 

 HYMN OF PRAISE #73                            O Worship the King 

 THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

 GLORIA PATRI 

OFFERING                                    My Lord What a Mornin’                                                      (arr. King) 

*DOXOLOGY     

CHILDREN’S TIME (11:00) 

 Children 4 years-2nd grade can meet at the side doors for Children’s Church. 

They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education Building. 

Nursery is also available for children 4 years and younger in the Education. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

             O Lord, may the words of your mouth be our daily bread, 

             And may the leading of your Spirit become our way; in Jesus’ name. Amen.   
  

           Psalm 32PSALTER #766      

HYMN OF PREPARATION #332        Spirit of Faith, Come Down 

GOSPEL LESSON         Matthew 4:1-11 

SERMON          “Temptation Knows Our Name”                      Rev. Laura Parker 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE ~ THE LORD’S PRAYER  

CLOSING HYMN #340                        Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy    

SENDING FORTH 

POSTLUDE                             Swing Low, Sweet Chariot                                   (arr. Wilbur Held)     

   

 Stand as able 
 

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God  
and in memory of Bob Skeleton by his family. 

 

Assisting in Worship Today: 
Associate Pastor, Rev. Laura Parker 

Liturgist, Rev. Tom East 
Acolytes: (8:30) Cate Richardson 

(11:00) Nicholas Goleash, Evan Jones 
Music: Tom Hood, John Richardson, Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir 
Media and Sound: Alex Beaman, Wright Tapscott, John McClellan 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Join Us!  Wednesday Nights @ Fairhope UMC 

Wednesday Night Supper will be held from 5:00 to 6:00 PM in the CLC Fellowship Hall. 

 RSVP for supper at www.fairhopeumc.org 

Drop-In Study for Adults: 
6:10PM, CLC Fellowship Hall | facilitated by 

Dr. Darren McClellan. Registration not necessary. 
 

Activities for Children, Youth and Adults: 
Children’s Choir ~ 4:15-5PM| Pier Kids & SWIFT~ 6-7:30PM 

Student Ministry ~ Community Groups ~ 6-7:30PM 

Chancel Choir ~ 6-7:30PM 
 

Nursery available for parents who are volunteers or attending classes on campus. 
 

 
 
 
 
During the Lenten Season, Fairhope UMC will be 
taking up a Special Offering for Blue Lake. You can 
give online, by mail or in person! The staff at Blue 
Lake would LOVE to give you a tour.  
 
 
 

Blue Lake’s “Be The Spark” Campaign seeks to raise $450,000 in gifts from individuals and 
congregations! This money will be used to pay off the remaining debt and invest in facility 
improvements. 

 
Blue Lake Camp is not currently financially sustainable. In fact, it has only survived the last 10 years because of 
the generous support of the Alabama-West Florida Conference, our churches, and individual donors.  

In 2010, we took a loan of $1.8 Million to fund new facilities. While those buildings were needed and have been 
used well, the debt has been crippling. Currently, we are paying approximately $140,000 annually to pay down 
that debt and the balance sits at around $380,000.  

In order to be a sustainable organization that can invest in our facilities and programs and thrive long into the 
future, this debt needs to be retired for good. 

Now, with your support and a significant matching gift from the Conference, we hope to pay off the remaining debt 
by the end of 2023. The rest of this report will help you understand the powerful and exciting things this enables 
for the future of this ministry!  

 
 

“Blue Lake is my happy place! All my life, it has been a 

place to connect with God. Most of what I know about 

Jesus, and the beliefs of the United Methodist Church, I 

learned at Blue Lake.” 

-Elizabeth Sandoe, Donor & Member of Fairhope UMC 

 

 
 
 

http://www.fairhopeumc.org/


 
Prayers for the People… 

Medical personnel and first responders 

Military Service Men and Women 
Hospitalized this week: Rebecca Kramer,Lois Alspach, Doris Iburg 
Sympathies: Ann Jones and family in the loss of her father, Ronald Luther Hayes. 
Kim Burmeister in the loss of her father, Julius D. Wiygul. 
 
 

Stewardship: YTD through January 2023 - $228,978 

We planned for 9% of the budget through January 

We have received 10% of the budget through January 
Thank you so much for your continued support to Fairhope United Methodist Church. 

Jeff White, Business Administration 

 

 

Challenge 2023: Read the Bible in One Year 

 

Reinforce your reading by participating in a discussion group hosted by 
Dr. Ann Pearson on Wednesdays at 1:30PM in Wesley Hall. 
 

Attend Pastor Darren’s Wednesday evening class, which will focus on 
the weekly readings, 6:10PM in the CLC Fellowship Hall.  
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Rev. Laura Parker, Associate Pastor Rev. Tom East, Minister of Evangelism 
155 South Section Street, Fairhope, AL 36532 ~ 251-928-1148 ~ www.fairhopeumc.org 

 

Dr. Debora Bishop, District Superintendent  
 Bishop David Graves, Alabama-West Florida Conference 

                    

         A Stephen Ministry Church ~ Christ Caring for People Through People 
 
 

 

 
Invitation to Join the Church ~ Present this to the pastor during the last song. 

 

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone _____________________________________ Email __________________________________________ 
 

      ______  Joining by Transfer of Church Membership 
 

                   Transferring from: _______________________________________________ 
      ______  Joining by Profession of Faith (have not previously been baptized or a member of a church). 
 

      ______  Joining by Reaffirmation of Faith (have been baptized but not sure last church where       
                     membership was held). 
 
 

If you are not yet ready to join but would like more information about church membership, contact one     
of our pastors or attend Coffee with the Pastors on March 12, 2023 @ 9:45 am, Conference Room, adjacent 
to the sanctuary. Enter through the door under the bell tower or by the steps behind the sanctuary facing 
the parking lot. Look for directional signs on Sunday morning.  
 
 
 

http://www.fairhopeumc.org/


 

 
First Sunday of Lent 

The Gathering: February 26, 2023 
      

OPENING SONG        His Mercy Is More                                 Shea White, Praise Team 

WELCOME~CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY 

CALL TO WORSHIP   

The season of Lent sets us on a journey.  

The journey begins in the wilderness.  

We follow the way of Jesus, who faced trials, trouble, temptation, and testing.  

Like Jesus, we are not alone. The Holy Spirit is with us. God’s Word is on our lips.  

Our call is to trust in God alone, to do God’s will in all things.  

For God leads us not only into the wilderness, but also through the wilderness. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God Most High, thank you for signs of your power and grace, shown to us even in the 

wilderness. Give us courage to stand firm in your Word in every time of trial and testing, that 

we may enter the land of your freedom and receive the salvation you so  

generously give; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

SINGING OUR PRAISES           Heaven Help Me 
              Lord, I Need You 
                                                                        Have Thine Own Way Lord 
 

Children 4 years-2nd grade can meet at the side doors for Children’s Church. 

They are to be picked up immediately following the service in the Pier Room upstairs in the Education Building. 

Nursery is also available for children 4 years and younger in the Education. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION        
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON         Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 

SERMON         “There Goes the Garden”  Dr. Darren M. McClellan 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE~THE LORD’S PRAYER  

   

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 



 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

Happy are those whose sin is forgiven, who no longer suffer in silence, 

but name their sin and seek God’s grace. Let us confess our sin. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Lord God, you know the ways of good and evil. 

You know the things that tempt us and the things that give us life. 

You know our nakedness, and you know our sin.  

We confess that we have disobeyed your word, 

denying your providence and care and relying on our own cleverness. 

Have mercy on us, we pray: cover us with your grace, 

feed us with the bread of life, and re-create us in your image; 

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS   

Happy are those whose sin is forgiven! Be glad in the Lord and shout for joy: 

in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

GIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

As you come before God to receive this Holy Meal, 

You are invited to bring all of who you are as an offering 

to the one who has given all of who he is for us. 

***Baskets are available to present your offering  

as you come forward to receive the bread and cup. 

INVITATION TO PRAYER AND CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 

SENDING FORTH 

CLOSING SONG             

Assisting in Worship Today: Dr. Darren M. McClellan 
Acolytes: Sims Peters, Logan Peters 

Communion Servers:  
Amanda and Trey Canida, Mary and Noah Funderburg,  

Jennifer and Meg Galloway, Katie and Lee Turner 
Music: Shea White and Praise Band 

Media and Sound: Jamie Waldhour, Alex Beaman, Nellie Myers 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 

Join Us!  Wednesday Nights @ Fairhope UMC 

Wednesday Night Supper will be held from 5:00 to 6:00 PM in the CLC Fellowship Hall. 

RSVP for supper at www.fairhopeumc.org 

Drop-In Study for Adults: 
6:10PM, CLC Fellowship Hall | facilitated by 

Dr. Darren McClellan. Registration not necessary. 
 

Activities for Children, Youth and Adults: 
Children’s Choir ~ 4:15-5PM| Pier Kids & SWIFT~ 6-7:30PM 

Student Ministry ~ Community Groups ~ 6-7:30PM 

Chancel Choir ~ 6-7:30PM 
 

Nursery available for parents who are volunteers or attending classes on campus. 
 

 
 
 
 
During the Lenten Season, Fairhope UMC will be 
taking up a Special Offering for Blue Lake. You can 
give online, by mail or in person! The staff at Blue 
Lake would LOVE to give you a tour.  

 
 
 
Blue Lake’s “Be The Spark” Campaign seeks to raise $450,000 in gifts from individuals and 
congregations! This money will be used to pay off the remaining debt and invest in facility 
improvements. 

 
Blue Lake Camp is not currently financially sustainable. In fact, it has only survived the last 10 years because of 
the generous support of the Alabama-West Florida Conference, our churches, and individual donors.  

In 2010, we took a loan of $1.8 Million to fund new facilities. While those buildings were needed and have been 
used well, the debt has been crippling. Currently, we are paying approximately $140,000 annually to pay down 
that debt and the balance sits at around $380,000.  

In order to be a sustainable organization that can invest in our facilities and programs and thrive long into the 
future, this debt needs to be retired for good. 

Now, with your support and a significant matching gift from the Conference, we hope to pay off the remaining debt 
by the end of 2023. The rest of this report will help you 
understand the powerful and exciting things this enables for the 
future of this ministry!  

 
 

“Blue Lake is my happy place! All my life, it has been a 

place to connect with God. Most of what I know about 

Jesus, and the beliefs of the United Methodist Church, I learned at Blue Lake.” 

-Elizabeth Sandoe, Donor & Member of Fairhope UMC 

 
 

http://www.fairhopeumc.org/



